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March 12, 1957. House File 472 
By BCRRIS. 

Passed House, Date..... .................... Passed Senate, Date ........................ . 

Vote: Ayes ............. Nays.............. Vote: Ayes ..... . Nays ............. . 

Approved ........................................................ .. 

A BILL. FOR 
An Act to abolish the department of public safety and to 

variously transfer the powers and duties thereof to the 
secretary of state, the attorney general and the fire marshal 
which office is hereby established as an independent state 
agency. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

PART ONE 

1 Section 1. It is the purpose of this Act to abolish the 

2 department of public safety and to transfer all of its duties, 

3 power~ and functions relating to the registration of motor 

4 vehicles, licensing of motor \'ehicle drivers and enforcement 

5 of the law of the road, to the secretary of state; to transfer 

6 the functions relating to the detection of crime, apprehension 

7 of criminals and enforcement of the general crirr.inal laws of 

8 the state, to the attorney general; to transfer the functions 

9 relating to fire prevention, inwstigation and inspection to 

10 the fire marshal as an independent state agency; and to 

11 tra11sfer all other and incidental powers and duties of the 

12 department of public safety to the secretary of state. 

1 Sec. 2. Chapter eighty (80), Code 1954, is hereby repealed 

2 and the department of public safety is hereby abolished. 

1 Sec. 3. All personnel, except the commissioner, and all 

2 prope1ty, tiles and records, and all appropriated but 

., 
v unexpended funds, of or as:;igned or allotted to the division 

4 of criminal investigation and bureau of identification of the 
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5 department of public safety are hereby assigned and transferred 

tl to the l<ltvrney general. 

Sec. 4. All personnel and all property. files and records 

2 and all appropriated but unexp;,nrled funds. of or as~igned or 

:' allotted to the department of public safety for use of the 

4 division of fire marshal are hereby transferred from the 

5 department of public safety to the tire marshal. 

1 Sec. 5. All other personnel. except the commissioner, and 

2 all property, files and records, and all appropriated but 

3 unexpended funds, of or a3signed or allotted to the department 

1 of pnl>lic safet\· and not otherwise transferred and assigned by 

fi thb Act are hereby transferred and assigned to the secretary 

6 of state. 

PART TWO 

1 Sec. 6. There is hereby e;;tablished in the department of 

2 JU~tice, under the direction and control of the attorney 

3 general, a division of criminal im·<>stigation It. shall 

4 include a system of identification as pro,·ided in chapter 

5 ~e,·en hundred forty-mne (749). 

1 Sec. 7. The attorney general shall appoint such number of 

2 persons as special agents of the department of justice as. in 

3 hi:; judgment, is necessary to effect the capture, detention, 

4 arrest and prosecution of persons violating the Jaws of the 

5 state. Such agent,, or as many of such agents as the attorney 

6 general deems advisable, shall be assigned to the division of 

7 criminal investigation. They shall act under the direction, 

8 and at the plea;;ure, of the attorney general. and at such 

9 salary as he may fix. but the salaries and expenses shall not 

10 exceed the appropnation therefor. From such agents, the 

• 

-· 
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ll attorney general shall appoint a chief of the didsion of 

12 criminal im·estigation. 

I Sec. 8. Xo applicant for the position of special agent 

• 2 shall be appointed until he has passed a satisfactory physical 

3 and mental examination under rules and standards to be 

i prescribed by the attorney general. In addition, such 

5 applicant must ha,·e resided in the state of Iowa for at least 

6 two (2) ye.trs immediately prior to making application, must be 

7 a ritizen of the United States. of good moral character, and 

ii be not less than twenty-two (22) yea" of age. Each applicant 

9 shall take an oath on becoming a member of the torce, to 

10 uphold the laws and con•titution of the t:nited States and of 

11 the state of Iowa. 

l Sec. 9. All wecial agents appointed by the attorney 

2 general and all memhers of the division of criminal 

3 investigation excepting the members of the clerical force shall, 

4 upon appointment, gh·e bond, conditioned upon the faithful 

5 discharge of their duties, in the sum of five thousand (5000) 

6 dollars, which bond shall be paid from the funds of the 

7 division. 

1 Sec. 10. The attorney general is authorized to pay from 

2 the contingent fund provided for the office of attorney general 

3 such expenses as may be necessary in establishing and 

4 maintaining the dnri.~ion of criminal investigation. 

l Sec. 11. 1. It shall be the duty of the division of 

2 criminal investigation, under the direction of the attorney 

3 general, to prc1·ent crime. to detect and apprehend criminals 

4 and to aid in the enforcement of the law. Special agents of 

5 the dh·ision shall have llnd exercise all the powers of any 
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6 peace officer of the state. 

7 2. The division of cnrr.inal investigation shall collect 

8 and classify, and keep at all times a\"ailable, complete 

9 information useful for the detection of crime. and the 

10 identification and apprehension of criminals. Such 

11 information shall be available for all peace officers within 

12 the state. under such regulations as the attorney general may 

13 prescribe. 

1 Sec. 12. It shall be the duty of the attorney general to 

2 pro,·ide for the special agents authorized by this chapter, 

3 when on duty, arms, equipment, and suitable uniforms for those 

4 agents directed by the attorney general to perform their.duties 

5 in uniform, and to provide the expense and means of travel and 

6 living expense when special agents are absent on duty from 

7 their fixed abode, all according to rules and regulations made 

8 by the attorney general and as may be provided by appropriation. 

1 Sec. 13. The attorney general. subject to the approval of 

2 the governor, shall have access to and use of radios, 

3 broadcasting devices or other means of communication maintained 

4 or operated by any other branch of the state government for the 

5 purpose of disseminating or procuring information relating to 

6 law enforcement, crime detection or apprehension of criminals, 

7 or in case of riot or disorder. 

1 Sec. 14. 1. The attorney general is authorized to send 

2 special agents of the department of justice and employees of 

3 the bureau of identification to any course of instruction for 

4 peace officers, not exceeding a total of six (6) weeks length 

5 in any one (1) year, given by the college of law of the state 

6 university of low!!, and such members shall be considered on duty 

• 
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7 while in attendance upon such authority. The governing body 

8 of any county, city or town, may authonzc the attendance at 

9 such course of any law-enforcing officer under the JUrisdiction 

10 of such county, city or town and may provide for the payment of 

11 the actual and necessary expenses of such person while in 

12 attendance, which payment shall be made out of the general 

13 fund of such county, city or town. 

14 2. The course or courses of instruction for peace officer" 

15 shall include instruction in the following ,ub)ects and such 

16 others as shall be deemed ad1·isable by the college of law and 

17 the attorney general: 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

1 

2 

3 

a. Criminal law. 

b. Identification of criminals and fingerprinting. 

c. Methods of criminal investigation. 

d. Rules of criminal evidence. 

e. Presentation of cases in court. 

f. Making of complaints and securing of criminal warrants. 

g. Securing and use of search warrants 

h. How to secure extradition and return. 

i. Small arms instruction. 

k. Regulation of traffic. 

I. First aid. 

Sec. 15. The attorney general may appoint as special agent 

any person who is regularly employed by a common carrier to 

protect the property of 'airl common carrier, its patrons and 

4 employees Such special agents shall not receil·e any 

5 compensation !rom the state, and shall net be subject to tJ-.e 

6 requirement of residence, examination or bond otherwise 

7 required by tr.is Act as a condition to appointment a;, special 
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8 agent 

1 St•c. )6. The bureau of identification created and 

2 authorized under the provision~ of chapter ~even hundred forty-

3 nine (749) of the Code is hereby transferred to the department 

4 of justict>. di,·igion of ctiminal investigation, under the 

5 direction of the attorney general. All property and equipment 

6 heretofore acquired by such bureau. all files. records, 

7 photographs, photographic films. and all appropnatcd and 

ll unexpended funde and ali funds credited and available on the 

9 effective date of this Act. are transferred to the attorney 

10 gt>neral for the u-;c of the bureau as a bureau of the division 

11 of criminal invc:;tigation under the 'uper,·ision and control of 

12 (h•· attorney general. 

1 See. 17. All personnel employed by the bureau of criminal 

2 investigation, department of public ;,afety. are hereby 

3 lran:;ferred in the same positions to the bureau of 

4 identification. dh·ision of crimmal 1m estigation, within the 

5 department of jus tire to serve at the pleasure of the attorney 

6 general. but subject to tht> rights of. and all laws and 

7 regulation" regarding, employees of the ~tate of Iowa. 

1 Sec. 18. Section thirteen point eight (FUl), Code 1')54, 

2 is. amended as follov. s: 

:l 1 In line one (1) thereof by stnking the word, •·and" and 

4 in,crting in lieu thereof a comma (.). 

fi 2. In line two t2) thereof. b; ""erting after the word. 

G "a"istants" the words. "and special agents .. 

1 Sec. 19. Section seven hundred forty-nine point one 

2 (749.1). Code 1954, is amended by striking from lines one (1), 

3 two (2) and three (3) the word:;. ''The commissioner of public 

• 

• 
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4 safety may provide in his department a bureau of criminal 

5 identification." and inserting in lieu thereof the words, "The 

6 attorney general shall provide in the division of criminal 

7 im·estigation a bureau of identification.'' 

1 Sec. 20. Section seven hundred forty-nine point rwo 

2 (749.2), Code 1954, is amended by striking from lines seventeen 

~ (17) and eighteen (18) the words, "commissioner of public 

4 safety" and inserting in lieu thereof the words, "attorney 

5 general", and by striking from line nineteen (19) the word, 

6 "bureau·• and inserting in lieu thereof the word. "division". 

1 Sec. 21. Section seven hundred forty-nine point four 

2 (749.4), Code 1(154, is amended by striking from lines fourteen 

3 (14) and fifteen (15) the words, "Iowa department of public 

4 safety," and by stnking from lines twenty-nine (29) and 

5 thirty (30) the words, ", Iowa department of public safety". 

1 Sec. 22. Section one hundred twenty-fiye point six (125.6), 

2 Code 1954, is amended by striking from line seYen (7) the word, 

3 "bureau'' and in8erting in lieu thereof the word, "diviHion"; 

4 and is further arr.ended by striking from line nine (9) the 

5 wot·d, "bureau" and inserting in lieu thereof the word, 

6 "division". 

1 Sec. 23. Section one hundred twenty-oeven point fourteen 

2 (127.14), Code 1954, is amended by striking from line six (6) 

3 the wort=!. "bureau'' and in>erting in lieu thereof the word, 

4 "division". 

1 Sec. 24. Section one hundred twenty-seven point fifteen 

2 (127.15), Code 1951, is amended by striking from line eleven 

3 ( 11) the word, "bureau" and inserting in lieu thereof the 

~t word, ''division". 
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1 Sec 25. Section three hundred thirty-nine point eighteen 

2 (339.18), Code 1954, is amended by striking from line two (2) 

3 the word, "bureau" and inserting in lieu thereof the word, 

4 "division". 

1 Sec. 26 Section three hundred thirty-sewn point one 

2 (337.1), Code 1954. is amended bv striking all of such section 

3 after the word, "county." m line six (6) thereof 

I Sec. 27 Section three hundred thirty-seven point two 

2 (3::\7.2), Code 1954, is amended by striking from line three (3) 

3 the words, "commissioner of public safety" and inserting in 

4 lieu thereof the words, "division of criminal investigation". 

1 Sec. 28. Section one hundred twenty-three point sixteen 

2 (123.16), Code 1951, is amended by striking from the last line 

3 of such section the words, "department of public safety" and 

4 inserting in lieu thereof the words, "attorney general". 

1 Sec. 29. Section one hundred twenty-three point ninety-three 

2 (123.93), Code lq54, is amended by striking from line four (4) 

3 thereof the words, "state department of public safety, the". 

I Sec. 30. Section three hundred twenty-one point 

2 sc,·enty-five (321.75). Code 1954, is amended by inserting m 

3 line five (5) thereof after the word, "to" the words, "the 

4 division of criminal investigation, ''. 

1 Sec. 31. Section six hundred ninety-five point nine 

2 (695.9), Code 1954, is amended by striking from line one (I) 

3 and two (2) thereof the words. "commiboioner of public safety" 

4 and inserting in lieu thereof the words, "attorney general"; 

5 and further hv 'triking from lines bix (6) and seven (7) 

6 thHeof the word, "commissioner" and in>ertmg in lieu thereof 

7 the words. "attorney general". 

• 

• 
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1 Sec. 32. Whenever in the Code the wordR, "bureau of 

2 investigation" or "bureau of criminal investigation" are used 

3 they shall be construed to mean "division of criminal 

4 investigation" and whenever the words, "bureau of criminal 

5 identification" are used they shall be construed to mean, 

6 "bureau of identification". 

1 Sec. 33. Section eighty A point one (80A.1), Code 1954. 

2 is hereby amended by striking subsection five (5). 

1 Sec. 34. Chapter eighty A (80A), Code 1954, is hereby 

2 amended by striking the words, "commissioner of public 

3 safety" and the word, "commissioner" wherever the same shall 

4 appear in such chapter and inserting in lieu thereof the 

5 words, "attorney general" 

PART THREE 

1 Sec. 35. Section three hundred twenty-one point one 

2 (321.1), Code 1954, is amended as follows: 

3 1. By striking from lines two (2) and three (3) of 

4 subsection thirty-four (34) the words, "commissioner of public 

5 safety'' and inserting in lieu thereof the words, "secretary of 

6 state". 

7 2. By striking subsection thn·ty-three (33). 

1 Sec. 36. Section three hundred twenty-one point two 

2 (321.2), Code 1954, is repealed and the following enacted in 

3 lieu thereof: 

4 "There is hereby constituted in the office of the secretary 

5 of state under the direction of the secretary of '3tate the 

6 motor vehicle department for the administration and enforcement 

7 of this chapter." 

1 Sec. 37. Section three hundred twenty-one point three 
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2 (~2Ul), Code 1954. is amended by striking in line one (1) the 

3 \'-·ord, ''commissioner" and inserting in lieu thereof the words, 

4 "secretary of ~tate". 

See. 38. Section three hundred twenty-one point four 

2 (321.4), Code 195'1, is amended by striking from lines one (1) 

~ and two (2) the word, "commissioner" and inserting in lieu 

1 therC<Jf the words, "secretary of :;tate". 

1 Sec. 3~. \hapter three hundred twenty-one (321), Corle 

2 1951. as amended by chapters one hundred fifty-two (152). one 

:3 hundred fifty-four (154), one hundred nfty-fi1c (1!)5), one 

4 hundred !1fty-six (156), one hundred fifty-se1·en (157), one 

5 hundrrd fifty-nine (15()). one hundred sixty ( 160), one hundred 

6 SIX\)'-one (161). one hundred >ixty-two (162). one hundred 

7 ,;ixty-three (163), one hundred sixty-four (161). one hundred 

R sixty-five (165), one hundred sixty-six (166), one hundred 

9 sixty-se,·c-n (167) and one hundred >ixly-eight (168), Acts of 

10 the Fift;--sixth General Assembly, is hereby amended by 

11 strikmg th~ words, "commissioner of public safety". the words, 

12 "public safety commissioner", the word, "commissioner", the 

l:l worrl~. "department of public >affty" and the words, "public 

14 safety department'' whereYer the same shall appear and 

15 suh>tJtuting therefor the words, "secretdr)' of state". 

Sec. 40. The seo ctary of state shall be responsible for 

2 the administqtion and control of the Iowa highway safety 

3 patrol hert>tofore established br statute The .,e<;retary of 

4 state i> authorized to employ the members of said patrol: 

3 however, not to exteed two hundr£d twenty-the (225) men. 

1 Sec 41. All members in good standing of the Iowa highway 

2 safety patrol heretofore a pa1·t of the department of public 

• 
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3 safety shall, upon the etrecth·e date of this Act, immediately 

4 become members of the motor vehicle department under the 

5 direction and control of the secretary of state without 

6 appointment and the rank of all members of the lowa highway 

7 safety patrol, except the chief and assistant chiefs shall 

8 remain the same as heretofore. 

1 Sec. 42. The secretary of state is authorized to appoint a 

2 chief, a first and second assistant and all other superYisory 

3 officials of the patrol. All appvintments and promotions shall 

4 be made on the basis of seniority and merit examination. There 

5 shall not be more than twenty (20) supervisory officers in the 

6 said patrol unless the membership thereof is increased to such 

7 a number as to require the appointment of additional 

8 supervisory officers. 

1 Sec. 43. The salaries of all members of the said patrol 

2 and the expenses of the patrol shall be pro,·ided for by 

3 Jegi.9lative appropriation. Th~ compen~ation of the members of 

4 the highway patrol shall be fixed according to grades as to 

5 rank and length of service b0• the secretary of state with the 

6 appro,·al of the governor. While on active duty each patrolrr.an 

7 shall also receive a fiat daily sum as fixed by the secretarY 

8 of state with the approval of the govet·nor for meals while 

9 away from home and within his district. 

1 Sec. 44. :Members of the highway safety patrol shall be 

2 selected after an examination as to physical and mental fitness 

3 to be presCiibed by the ;,ecretary of state. Such members 

1 at time of appointment, shall have resided in the state of Iowa 

5 for at least two (2) years immediately prior to making 

6 apphcation, must be a citizen of the United States, of good 
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7 moral character, and be not less than twenty-two (22) years of 

8 age. Each applicant shall take an oath on becoming a member of 

9 the force to uphold the laws and constitution of the united 

10 States and of the 'tate of Iowa and shall, upon appointment, 

11 give bond conditioned upon the faithful discharge of their 

12 duties in the sum of five thousand (5000} dollars to be 

1 :; approved by the appointing <~uthority. 

1 Sec. 45. During the period of twel\·e (12) months after 

2 appointment to said patrol, any member of the patrol shall be 

3 subject to dismissal at the will of the secretary of state. 

4 After twelve (12} months service, no member of the patrol shall 

5 be subject to dismissal unleRs charges have been filed with 

6 the secretary of the executive council and a hearing held 

7 before the executive council, if requested by said member, at 

8 which he shall have an opportunity to present his defense to 

9 such charges. The decision of the executive council by 

10 majority vote shall be final. 

1 Sec. 46. No member of the patrol shall. while in such 

2 position, be a candidate for any political office, or take 

3 part in or contribute any money or other thinl)'s of value. 

·1 directly or indirectly, to any political campaign or to an0· 

5 candidate for public office. Anyone violating the provisions 

6 of this section shall be [ruilty of a misdemeanor. 

Sec. 47. The duties of the Iowa highway saf~ty patrol 

2 'hall be the enforcement of the provisions of chapter three 

:3 hundred twenty-one (321} of the Code relating to the regulation 

1 of motor ,·ehtcles and laws of the road. In performing such 

5 duttes its members shall ha\·e all the powers of a peace officer. 

6 They shall also have the power and it shall be their doty to 

• 

• 
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7 arrest without warrant any person or persons committing or 

8 attempting to commit within their preeence or view a breach of 

9 peace or other violation of the law or any fugitive from 

10 justice. 

1 Sec. 48. In case of emergency the governor may requisition 

Z.. from the secretary of state such number of the members of the 

3 highway 'afety patrol as he shall deem necessary and assign 

4 them to temporary duty with the department of justice under 

5 the temporary direction and control of the attorney general. 

1 Sec. 49. The secretary of state is hereby authorized to 

2 set up a training school for patrolmen and shall prescribe the 

3 rules and regulations of such school and period of training to 

4 be required of appointees to the Iowa highway safety patrol. 

5 The expenses of such training school shall be paid in the same 

6 manner as other expenses of the patrol. In addition thereto 

7 the secretary of state is authorized to send members of such 

8 patrol to any course of instruction for peace officers, not 

9 exceeding a total of six (6) weeks length in any one (1) year, 

10 gil·en by the college of law of the state university of Iowa 

11 or the course of instruction in public safety education given 

12 at Iowa state college. Such members shall be considered on 

13 duty while in attendance at such courses. 

1 Sec. 50. Any person who impersonates a member of the Iowa 

2 safety patrol or wears a uniform likely to be confused with the 

3 official uniform of any such officer, with intent to deceive 

4 anyone, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and be punished by a 

5 fine of not more than one hundred (100) dollars or by 

6 imprisonment in a county jail for not more than thirty (30) 

7 days. 
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1 Sec. 51. It shall be the duty of the secretary of state to 

2 provide for the members of the highway safety patrol when on 

:3 duty, suitable uniforms, subsbtence, arms, equipment, quarters, 

4 and other necessary supplies, and also the expense and means 

5 of travel and boarding the members of the patrol, according to 

6 rules and regulations made by the secretary of state, as may 

7 be prov1ded br appropriation. 

1 Sec. 52. The secretary of state may cooperate with any 

2 recognized agency in the education of the public in highway 

3 safety. ;:\lo money shall be expended for such purpose except 

4 as specifically appropriated by the legislature for that 

5 purpose. Any recognized agency receiving appropriations of 

6 state w.oney for public safety shall annually file with the 

7 auditor of state an itemized statement of all its receipts 

8 and expenditures. 

I Sec. 53. The secretary of state may, subject to the approval 

2 of the governor, establish divisional headquarters of the motor 

3 vehicle department or highway patrol at various places in the 

4 state. 

I Sec. 54. );o fees or rewards shall be retained personally 

2 by members of the patrol in addition to their salaries. Any 

3 such fees or rewards earned b0• any members of the patrol shall 

4 be credited to the funds provided to pay the expenses of the 

5 department. All salaries herein provided for, and all expenses 

6 incurred under the prodsions of this Act shall be allowed 

7 and audited in the same manner as in other state offices, and 

8 shall be payable out of moneys hereafter appropriated. 

1 Sec. 55 The liquor control commission shall pay to the 

2 general fund for services received by it at the hand;; of the 

• 

• 
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3 highway safety patrol and the department of justice, the sum 

4 of twenty-five hundred (2500) dollars per month. 

I Sec. 56. The radio broadcasting system and any other means 

2 of communication heretofore established by the department of 

3 public safety under authority of the provisions of chapters 

4 eighty (80) and seven hundred fifty (750) of the Code, are 

5 hereby transferred, with full authority over and supervision 

6 thereof. to the secretary of state. 

1 Sec. 57. The secretary of state shall appoint a director 

2 of communications who shall have supenision of the radio 

3 broadcasting system authorized by chapter seven hundred fifty 

4 (750) of the Code, and of the equtpment thereof, including 

5 sending or recei\·ing apparatus or both, and supervision of 

6 other mechanical or coordinated communications from the motor 

7 \'ehicle department to its officers, agents and patrolmen, 

8 interdepartmental mechanical or coordinated communications, 

9 and broadcasting communications from the department to persons 

10 without the department in matters relating to law enforcement, 

11 safety and police work. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

The secretary of state, with the approval of the governor, 

shall appoint such technicians, clerical workers and other 

employees as may be required to properly maintain and operate 

the communication division, which shall include, in addition 

to the director and such clerical and maintenance employees as 

are deemed necessary, a chief technician, chief dispatcher, not 

less than seven (7) station supervisors, a radiotelegraph 

operator, not less than seven (7) operators, claos II, and not 

20 less than fourteen (14) operators, class I. 

21 The compensation of employees of the division of 
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22 communications shall be fixed by the secretary of state with 

23 the appro,•al of the governor, but shall not exceed the 

24 legislative appropriation therefor. 

1 Sec. 58. Section seven hundred fifty point one (750.1), 

2 Code 1954, is amended as follows: 

3 1. By striking from lines one (1) and two (2) thereof the 

4 words, "commissioner of public safety" and inserting in lieu 

5 thereof the words, "secretary of state". 

6 2. By striking from line eight (8) the words, "said 

7 commissioner" and inserting in lieu thereof the words, 

8 "secretary of state". 

1 Sec. 59. Section se,•en hundred fifty point four (750.4), 

2 Code 1954, is amended b:,.· striking from lines four (4) and five 

:l (5) the words, "commissioner of public safety" and inserting 

4 in lieu thereof the words, "secretary of state". 

1 Sec. 60. Section seven hundred fifty point five (750.5), 

2 Code 1954, is amended by striking from line five (5) the words, 

3 "commissioner of public safety" and inserting in lieu thereof 

4 the words, "secretary of state". 

1 Sec. 61. Section three hundred twenty-one A point one 

2 (321A.1), Code 1954, is hereby amended by striking subsection 

3 one (1). 

1 Sec. 62. Chapter three hundred twenty-one A (321A), Code 

2 1954, is hereby amended by striking the words, "commissioner 

3 of public safety" and the word, "commissioner" wherever the 

4 same shall appear and substituting therefor the words, 

5 ''secretary of state''. 

1 Sec. 63. Section three hundred twenty-two point one 

2 (322.1), Code 1954, is amended by striking in lines two (2) 

• 

• 
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3 and thre~ (3) the words. "commissioner of public safety. The 

4 CX>mmissioner" and inserting in lieu thereof the words, 

5 "secretary of state. He". 

1 Sec. 64. Section three hundred twenty-two point two 

2 (322.2), Code 1954, is amended by striking from subsection 

3 two (2), lines one (1) and two (2), the words, "department 

4 of public safety" and inserting in lieu thereof the words, 

5 "motor vehicle department under the supervision and control 

6 of the secretary of state". 

1 Sec. 65. Section three hundred twenty-five point thirty-

2 three (325.33), Code 1954, is amended by striking in line ten 

3 (10) the words, '·commissioner of public safety" and inserting 

4 in lieu thereof the words. "secretary o( state". 

1 Sec. 66. Section one hundred twenty-seven point eleven 

2 (127.11), Code 1954, is amended by striking in lines eight (8) 

3 and nine (9) of subsection one (1) the words, "commissioner of 

4 public safety" and inserting in lieu thereof the words. 

5 Hsecretary of state". 

1 Sec. 67. Section one hundred twenty-seven point twelve 

2 (127.12), Code 1954, is amended by striking in lines one (1) 

3 and two (2) the words, "commissioner of public safety" and 

4 inserting in lieu thereof the words, "secretary of state": and 

5 is further amended b~· striking in lines five (5) and s,ix (6) 

6 the words, "said commissioner" and inserting in lieu thereof 

7 the \vord, "he". 

1 Sec. 68. Section seven hundred fifty-five point ~ixteen 

2 (755.16). Code 1954, is hereby amended by striking in lines 

3 four (4) and five (5) the words, "state department of public 

4 safety" and inserting in lieu thereof the words, "Iowa 
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5 department of justice or Iowa highway safety patrol". 

1 Set 69. All duties. responsibilities, power, and authority 

2 required of or granted to the commissioner of pubhc 8afety or 

3 the department of public safety by any statute and not otherwise 

4 transferred by this Act are hereby transferred to, required of, 

5 and granted to the secretary of state in all particu!ru·•· 

PART FOCR 

I Sec. 70. Section one hundred point one (100.1), Code 1954, 

2 is herebv repealed. 

I Sec. 71. Chapter one hundred (100), Code I954, IS hereby 

2 amended by adding the following new sections: 

3 "1. The governor shall, within sixty (60) days after this 

4 Act •hall become effective, and every fourth (4th) year after 

5 the yeru· 1957, within sixty (60) days following the 

6 organization of the regular session of the general assembly 

7 in such year, appoint, with the approval of two-thirds (2;3) 

8 of the members of the senate in executiYe session, a state 

9 fire marshal who shall serve for a term of four (4) years from 

10 July 1, of the year of his appointment. The office of the fire 

11 marshal shall be at the seat of government and he shall deYote 

12 his entire time to the duties of his office. 

13 2. The fire marshal may appomt, with the apporval of the 

14 executh·e council, a deputy and such assistant deputies as 

15 shall be necessary. The compensation of such deputy and 

1C assistant deputies shall be fixed by the executive council. 

17 The fire marshal, the deputy fire marshal and assistant 

18 deputies shall be entitled to necessary expenses while away 

19 from the "eat of go,·ern,ent and the fire marshal may control 

20 other necessary expenses in the performance of his duties. 

• 

• 
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21 The salary of the fire marshal shall be that salary last paid 

22 to the tire marshal within the department of public safety 

H. F. 472 

23 prior to the passage of this Act. No expenditures under this 

24 section for salaries, travel expenses or other e:<:penses shall 

25 exceed the amount appropriated therefor'. 

26 3. During the absence or disability of the tire marshal 

27 or during the time of an untilled vacancy in that office, the 

28 deputy fire marshal shall perform the duties of the fire 

29 marshal. The fire marshal, the deputy fire marshal, and 

30 a>sistant deputie~ shall have all powers of peace officers 

:n while acting in performance of their duties. 

32 4. The governor may remove the fire marshal at any time for 

33 cause and appoint a successor to fill the \'Reaney. 

34 5. A vacancy in the office of fire marshal that rr.ay occur 

35 when the general assembly be not in session shall be f1lled by 

36 appointment by the gowrnor, which appointment shall expire 

37 thirty (30) days from the time the general assembly next 

38 convenes. Prior to the expiration of such thirty (30) day~. 

39 the governor shall transmit to the senate for approval an 

40 appointment for the unexpired portion of the regular term. 

41 A \·acancy cccurring while the general assembly is in session 

42 shall be filled before the end of such session for the balance 

43 of the un~xpired term and in the same manner as a regular 

44 appointment." 

PART FIVE 

1 Sec. 72. Section ninety-seven A point one (97A.1), Code 

2 1954, is amended as follows: 

3 l. By striking in lines one (1) and iwo (2) of subsection 

4 one (1) the words, "department of public safety•·. 



H. F. 472 -20-

5 2. By stnking m lines two (2), three (3). four (4) and 

6 five (5) of subsection two (2) the words, "members of the 

7 divi,;ione of highway safety and uniform~d force and criminal 

8 investigation and bureau of identification in the department 

9 <>f public safety" and insertmg in lieu thereof the words, 

10 "members of the highway >afety patrol except clerical workers, 

J 1 special agent' in the department of JUsti<:c and members of the 

12 divi:;ion of criminal inve$tigation except clerical workers". 

13 3. By striking in lines two (2) and thr~e (3) of 

11 subsection three (3) the words. "department of public s<~fety". 

15 4. By striking in line three (3) of subsection four (4) the 

16 words, "department of public safet:•". 

17 5 By striking in lines two (2), three (3), four (4) and 

18 five (5) of subsection six (6) the words, "division of highway 

19 safety and uniformed forces or the division of criminal 

20 investigation and bureau of identilkation in the department 

21 of publk safety'' and inserting in lieu thereof the words, 

22 "in the highway safety patrol, the department of JUstice or 

23 the division of criminal investigation including the bureau of 

24 identification". 

25 6. By striking subsections twenty-one (21} and twenty-two 

26 (22). 

1 Sec 73. Section ninety-seven A point two (97A.2}, Code 

2 1954, is amended as follows: 

3 1 By strikin(! in line three (3) the words, "r!epartment 

4 of pubhc safety". 

5 2. By striking in lines seven (7) and eight (8) the words, 

6 "of the Iowa department of public safety". 

7 3. By striking in line sixteen (16) the words, "department 

• 

• 
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8 of public safety". 

1 Sec. 74. Section ninety-seven A point three (97A.3), 

2 subsection one (1), Code 1954, is amended as follows: 

3 1. By striking in line four (4) the words, "department 

4 of public safetv". 

5 2. By strikmg in lines eight (8) and nine (9) the words, 

6 "a member of such divisions in the department of public 

7 saiety" and inserting in lieu thereof the words, "members of 

8 the highway safety patrol, special agents in the department of 

9 JUstice, and officers and employees of the division of criminal 

10 investigation" . 

. 11 3. By inserting in line eleven (11) after the word, "system" 

12 the words, "except as hereinafter provided". 

1 Sec. 75. Section ninety-seven A point five (97 A.5), 

2 subsection one ( 1), Code 1954, is amended by striking in lines 

3 seven (7) and eight (8) the words, "commissioner of public 

4 safety" and inserting in lieu thereof the words, "secretary of 

5 state". 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Sec. 76. Section ninety-se,·en A point six (97A.6), 

subsection five (5), Code 1954, is amended by striking in lines 

two (2) and three (3) of such subsection the words, "the 

commissioner of public safety" and inserting in lieu thereof 

the words, "the secretary of state or the attorney general". 

Sec. 77. Section ninety-se,·en A point six (97 A.6), 

subsection seven (7). Code 1954, is amended by striking 

subparagraph c and inserting in lieu thet·eof the following: 

·'A former rr.ember who is retired and drawing a pension 

for disability under the provision• of this chapter may, 

subject to appro,·al of the medical board, be as;dgncd to the 
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; performance of light duties in the division or bureau from 

8 which he is retired." 

1 Sec. 78. Section ninety-seven A point six (97 A.6), 

2 subsection ten (10), Code 1954, i;; amended as follows: 

3 1. By in I me one ( 1) after the word, .. officer" inserting 

4 a comma(,). 

5 2. By striking in lin~s two (2), three (3), four (4) and 

6 five (5) the words, .. in the di,·ision of highway safety and 

7 uniformed force or the division of criminal im·estigation and 

8 bureau of identification in the department of public safety ... 

9 3. By inserting in line six (6) after the word ... retirement," 

10 the words. "in any division or bureau covered by the provisions 

11 of I his chapter," 

1 Set 79. Section ninety-seven A pomt eleven (97A.ll), Code 

2 1954, is amend~d by striking in lines nine (9) and ten (10) 

3 thereof the words, '·Iowa department of pubhc safety .. and 

4 inserting in lieu thereof the words, .. departments, divisions 

5 and bureau' covered by thiS chapter". 

1 Sec. 80. Chapter ninet;--se,·en A (97 A), Code 1954, is 

2 amended by adding the followtng section: 

:; "If any emplovee or officer of the state of Iowa who is a 

4 m~"'ber of the public employees' retirement system created by 

ii chapter ninety-se,·en B (97B) of the Code is transferred to or 

6 become"' a member of an;• department. di,·ision or bureau 

7 covered by this chapter. such person shall have thirty (30) 

8 days from the date of such transfer or emplovrr.ent in which to 

9 elect wheth~r to become a memhet· of the system defined and 

10 pro\·ided in thi~ chapter or to remain a mtmUer of the system 

11 pro,·ided in chapter ninety-.<eHn B (97B) ot the Code which 

• 
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12 election shall be signified in writing to the board of 

13 trustees provided by this chapter. If :>uch person makes no 

14 election he shall become a member of the retirement •rstem 

15 under the provisions of this chapter . 

16 Former employment by the state of Iowa and coYered by the 

17 provisions of chapter ninety-seven B (97B) of the Code shall 

18 be credited as service under the provisions of thi:> chapter. 

19 The amount credited to such member under the system proYided 

20 in chapter ninety-seven B (97B) of the Code shall be 

21 transferred to the account of such member under the provisions 

22 hereof." 

EXPLA::\"ATION OF HOUSE FILE 472 

Th1s bill would abolish the department of public safety and transfer 1L:I powers and 
duties so Lu a:. practical back wherif they were before the department of public safety 
~·as crca~d. It puts the motor vehicle department .and mot<>r veh1de reJ;istration back 
in the office of the secretary of state. It rct:A:n~ the highway safety patrol, but returns 
it to the duties it had '.vher. created, enforcing the laws of the road snd gh·ing assiHtance 
to motorists. 

The di\ision of criminal invest1gation with its bureau of identification is transferred. 
to the office of the attorney genera.1 The general enforcement of the criminal laws o! 
the state 1:i> returned to the dep&rtment of justice under the attorney general. He is 
allowed additional special &l:{ents for general law enforcment, taking this functwn 
from the highway safety patrol. 

The fire mar:;hal is made an independent office appointed by the go\·ernor a1; it was 
for many ycnrs 

The radio and communication ~rstem is retained us part of the motor vehicle depart­
ment nnd hi~hway patrol, but is made a recognized division thetcof. 

Peace officers in the attorney general's department arc brought under the retirement 
provisions of chapter 97 A. 

Present peuonnel other than the commi3sioner of pubhc ~.afety are transferred in 
gru.de to the sen~ra.l departments and the files, record and unexpended appropriations 
.ure transferr~d along with the dutie~ to which they pertain . 
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