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March 1, 1957. 
:1-lotor Vehicles, Commerce 
and Trade. 

J- -;r 
Pas"ed House, Date ........................ . 

y ~' Vote: Ayes .. _, ........ . Nays .. ./'!: .. 

House File 461 
By JOHNS, CARSON, MILROY. 

Passed Senate, Date ...................... . 

Vote: Ayes.......... Nays ............. . 

Approved ................................. . 

A BILL FOR 
An Act to amend chapter three hundred twenty-one (321), Code 1954, 

relating to the equipment of motor vehicles with bumpers 
or devices sernng similar purposes. 

Be It Enactfd by the Gene>al Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section l. Chapter three hundred twenty-one (321). 

2 Code 1954, is hereby amended by adding thereto the following: 

3 "Every motor vehicle, except truck-tractors, pole trailers, 

1 trucks with hydraulic hoist, and vehicles engaged in driveaway-

5 towaway operations, the date of manufacture of which is subsequent 

6 to December 31, 1952, which is so constructed that the body or 

7 the chassis assembly i:f without a body has a clearance at the 

8 rear end of more than 30 mche~ from the ground when empty, shall 

\l be provided with bumpers or deYices serving similar purposes 

10 which shall be so constructed and located th~t: 

11 l. The clearance between the effective bottom of the 

12 bumpers or devices and the ground shall not exceed 30 inches 

13 with the vehicle empty. 

14 2. The maximurr. d1~tance between the closest pointa between 

J 5 bumpers, or de,·ice" 1f more than one is used, shall not exceed 

16 24 inches. 

17 a. The maximum transverse distance from the widest part 

18 of the motor vehicle at the rear to the bumper or device shall 

19 not exceed 18 inches. 

20 4. The bumpen or devJr.es shall be located not more than 
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21 24 inches forward of the extremr rear of the vehicle. 

22 ii. The bumpers or device~ shall be sub~tantially congtructed 

23 and firmly attached. 

2~ Moto, vel11des constructed and maintained so that the body. 

cha;;;;is. or other parts of the vehicle afford the rear-end 

26 protection contemplated shall be deemed to lw in compliance with 

27 this section." 

EXPLAXAT!O~ OF HOVSE FILE 461 

Thio; h1ll wi)J bnng the Statt:> of !own UJl-to-date on rules and reguhlt10n!:. e;ovl:!rnmg 
the safety of operation and ~quipment of common, contract and carrier by motor ve­
hi( lc. Thi:=. ._\.iii tomply with regulations 'iet up by th~ Interstate Comme1ce Commii-­
Sto:t Th(>r~ ~te muny seriou:-> accidents and fatalitie<:: caused by automobiles running 
~tnJ.erncath :he rear ends of trucks. T .. il:l will not prcYent accidents, but it ..:.hould be 11n 
added ~afcty factor. 

HOt:SE FILE 461 

1 Amend House FHe 461, Section one (1) b 
2 subs.ct.on as follows; , y addml> a new 
3 ''6. This act will become effective JuJy 1, 195R." 

Offered 
AprjJ 15, 1957. 

JOH:.:s of Tarnn. 

k!OUSE FILE 46! 

Amend House File 4~1. Section one (l),lme six (6), 
2 hy :.triking the fig·ure "1952'' and in~erting in lieu t.ht>:re<,f 
3 th('l figure ~'1957". · -x f' . 

( . -r;:{u-.-:(:.- t.?J "' .-- >..<-<<> 
Offered and adopted .v;...{...(,.,...::JA-i. ,J 
April 15, 1957. Goooc of Da.,.·i.-:1. 
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