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February 22. 1957. · House File 374 
Passed on File. By CITIES AKD TOWNS CO:!.UIITTEE. 
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A BILL FOR 
An Act creating and establishing an urbanized area for cities 

having a population of fifteen thousand (15,000) or more; 
defining the limits of said urbanized area; and prohibiting 
the incorporation of a new municipality within such 
urbanized area. 

Be It En<uted by the General. Assembly of the; State o; Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Section three hundred sixty-two point one 

2 (362.1), Code 1954, is hereby amended by adding thereto the 

3 following: 

4 "All territory within three (3) miles of the corporate 

5 limiL'l, as the same now exist or may hereafter be established, 

6 of any city having a population of fifteen thousand (15,000) or 

7 more is hereby declared to be an urbanized area. Such urbanized 

8 area, however, shall not extend beyond the limits of any county 

9 wherein said city is located. No territory within said urbanized 

10 area shall hereafter be incorporated as a city or town, and the 

11 district court shall have no jurisdiction to tske any action 

12 upon a petition to incorporate a municipality within said area." 

EXPLAXAT!ON OF HOUSE FILE 374 

The substantl.al population growth in araa.a sunounding the larger dt1es in Iowa has 
created many problems of an urb~n <"haracter for orderly growth and expansh>n or .1uch 
citle1:1. 

t:rban areas arc for the most part unincorporflted and therefore cannot be supplied 
Wlth normal municiplll services. The mcorporation of additional sm3Il municipalitie.s 
around the perimeter of larger cities m an etfort to provitie some gover.nment.."\.1 aervieea 
results only in haphs:r.ard, :.ubstandard development of the area and produces n~dle$s 
duplication of govt:rnmental functions. 

To avoid costly physlc!l-1, economic and g-overnmental sta~natwn the larger cities 
must bE provided with 'Pl."Oper protection for future growth and dC!\'elopment within 
the urbanized area. The economic, soct&l and physical ·well-being of the citizens re­
sidtng both within the dty an<!. within the urbanized a.rea depends upon th(:: orderly 
frrO\\'th and de,·elopment of the city and the orderly extenston of municipal services 
into the urbanized area. This bill establishe-s a buffer area k"round the larger cities for 
a. d.is.tance o! three ~iles :from _the c_!)rf;'o_rate limits of su.ch. citie~. It proyides • pro­
h1b1t1on agamst the mcorporatuJn ot <:lt,~s and towns Wtthm l:l&ld urbamzed area in 
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order that such cltiE'~ may under th\! existing annexation law::., ptovide for the orderly 
growth and development of fi.Uch tltit:s when the city ia capable of providtng sub!:>tantiai 
municipal sen·iu:!S to the citizens r-esidins:- m said urbamzed ar<'a. 

This bill doe:$ not att.e<::t in any manner the status of existing cities and towns 
within the urbanized ar~a. 
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f!Ol"Sl:: FILE 374 

Amend Ho\Jse Flit! 374, St:><~ion 1, line:>. seven (7). eight (8), 
<'~nd nmf! (9). bv .'-'lrikin~ the ft1l~owini;': "Suck urb.'lnJzcd area, 
however, !<hall not exler:<l beyon,l !.he limit" of any county wherein 
Said city IS locate(j.'' r 

OITt't cd and adoptcxl. 
)i~Hh J!l. 19Ji-:' :\'u.sos of Winnebago. 

--------·-

• 

• 


