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By BURRIS 

Passed House, Date ..................... _ .. . Passed Senate, Date ....................... . 

Vote: Ayes ...... ·-····· Nays .. - ........ . Vote: Ayes .............. Nays ............. . 

Approved ................ . 

A BILL FOR 
An Act to establish a division of communications within the 

department of public safety and to provide for a director 
and employees thereof. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Section eighty point seYenteen (80.17), Code 

2 1954, ie hereby amended by adding the following new subsection 

3 thereto: ''Division of communications." 

1 Sec. 2. Chapter eighty (80), Code 1954. is amended by 

2 adding the following new section: 

3 "The commissioner shall appoint a director of communications 

4 who shall have superYision of the radio broadcasting system 

5 authorized b)• chapter seven hundred fifty (750) of the Code, 

6 and of the equipment thereof, including sending or receiving 

7 apparatus or both, and supervision oi other mechanical or 

8 coordinated communications from department headquarters to its 

9 officers, agents and patrolmen, interdepartmental mechanical Ot' 

10 coordinated communications, and broadcast communications from 

11 the department to persons without the department in matters 

12 relating to law enforcement and police work. 

13 The commissioner, with the appro\·al of the gO\·ernor, shall 

14 appoint such technicians, clerical workers and other employees 

15 as may be required to properly maintain and operate the 

16 communic.1tions divisions, which shall include, in addition to the 

17 director and such clerical and maintenance employees as are 
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18 deemed necessary, a chief technician, chief dispatcher, not 

19 less than .~even (7) station supervisors, a radiotelegraph 

20 operator, not less than se,·en (7) operators, class II, and not 

21 less than fourteen (11) operators, class I. 

22 The compensation of employee.~ of the division of 

2::\ communications shall be fixed by the commissioner with the 

24 approval of the governor, but shall not exceed the legislative 

25 appropriation therefor." 

EXPLAXAT!Ol\ OF HOt:~E FILE 311 

Chapk'r 750, Code 1954, authorizes a 1 ndio broadcHstmg system within the depart
ment or publk l'!af~tty and one h.1s been inl'ltnllcd and is operating. It iH used. to com
munkau: to mo~r pat1o!rr.f>n a::d pea.~e offiu:•rs throul(hout the ~-ta~. Howc,•er, there 
i~ no provi:.ivn to or~anize :.he hroadcastin~ l:l) stem wifh a recognized. responsible head. 
It is the purpose of this btl! to provide by ;;tatuie for the or~ant7.ation of polictt 
broadcatltwg by radw, or anr other system that may be adopt<.>d, jnU., a responsible 
integraU>d unit In c~::;e of a dil'ustet, r10t or other emerg-t!n<:y it would b~ very im
portant to have this system under a re:.ponsible head authori:t.ed by statu~. The act 
doe::> not rna ke the broadca:;tmg an indt-pt!ndent unit. It lS still w1thin the department 
of publtc safety, hut the bll! dof:!s provide that 1t he an tr.tcgtate<l. unit, with the mini
mum requnement of te<.hnici:ml>, rflther than allowing bro9.dcasting to be a ')tepchtld 
<':Jf other di\•isions of th~ department. 
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