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February 15, 1957. House File 305 
Schools, Libraries, State 

Educational Institutions. 
By CHALUPA, NOVAK, 1Ic::-IEAL, DAR­

RIXGTOX, D lET Z, BALLHAGEX, 
BURTCH, MEJI,"SIXG, PIERCE, HALL, 
MAGGERT, NCTT, JOHJI,"S, CHRIS­
TIA:-.!SEN, PETRCCCELLI, CARLSEN, 
BURRIS. STEPHE:-.IS, HOTH, FAIR­
CHILD. SERSLAXD, HIRSCH, DOYLE 
and COFF:\IAN . 

Passed House, Date ......................... . Passed Senate, Date ....................... . 

Vote: Ayes ............. Nays ............ .. Vote: Ayes.............. :-.lays ...... . 

Approved ..... .. 

A BILL FOR 
An Act to provide driver education courses in all public high 

schools in Iowa. 

Be It Enacted by the Geneml Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. The starting dale. except a.s provided for in 

2 section seven (7) of this Act. for the subsidized program on 

3 dri,·er education under the direction of the department of 

4 public instruction. shall be September 1, 1960, or the starting 

5 date of the first semester of the public high school programs 

6 after August 1, 1960, whichever date occurs first. After such 

7 date, it shall be mandatory that all public high schools in the 

8 state, subject to the provisions of section eight (8) of this Act. 

9 offet' an appro<·ed driver education program of both classroom and 

10 behind-the-wheel instruction under the supervision of the state 

11 department of public instruction. In school districts which 

12 ha"e both junior and senior high schools, the course shall be 

1g offered in the senior high schools and may be offered in the 

14 JUnior high schools. Reimbursement for the program starting on 

15 or after these dates will be made at the end of the school year 

16 when final reports are received from the school district, if 

17 reimbursement funds are available. 
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1 Sec. 2. Reimbursement may be made to a public school di~-

2 trict up to thirty (30) dollars per pupil from funds made avail-

3 able by state appropriations or by a special driver educational 

4 training fund, on the basis of a special report submitted to the 

,; superintendent of public instruction at the close of the school 

6 year, except that if the actual cost per pupil be less than 

7 thil·ty (:{0) dollars, then reimbursement shall not be more than 

8 the actual cost per pupil The report shall contain full infor-

9 mation <IS to the number of pupils who partir.ipated in the couroe 

10 and the number of ;tuclent, "ho received pa,-,ing- g-rades. The 

11 nam~;; of ;;tud0nts for whom reimbursement is claimed shall be 

12 retained 111 the school records and shall be available to Ia"-

1:l enforcing- oOicer;; 

1 ~ec. ~- Schoo\ administrators in public schools ;;hall 

2 de,·c\op a program of driver education that will be available to 

g all youth' of i<chool ~ge eligible for such a course. Public 

4 schools so offering shall be reimbursed under the provisions of 

;; th1s Act for ~aid youths of school ag-e who take the course. 

Sec. •l Any school or school district offering an approved 

2 course in driver education may, at its discretion, oiTer the 

:1 program during th~ regular school ;·ear or during the summer, or 

4 after school period:,. The state reimbursement shall be b;l;;ed 

G upon whether or not the standards set by the superintendent of 

6 public instruction for an approved course in driver edueat1vn 

7 have been md, regardless of the time it is offered 

Sec. 5. Each student who pa'SeS a course in driver education 

2 which meets th~ standards set by the superintendent of public 

:l instructiOn >hall be granted a special certificate approved by 

'l the superintendent, which certificate may be used as official 
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5 proof that he has taken a cou1·se as required by this Act. Any 

6 student who proves, to the satisfaction of the superintendent 

7 of public instruction, that he has passed a course in driver 

8 education, or its equiYalent, in a school in anothet· state, 

9 shall be granted the special certificate proYided for in this 

10 section. 

1 Sec. 6. Section three hundred twenty-one point one hundred 

2 ~e,·enty-seven (321.177), Code 1954, is hereby amended by adding 

3 after subsection oe,·en (7) thereof the following subsection: 

4 "To any person after July 4, 1961, as an operator, who is 

5 under the age of eighteen (18) year;; and who has not recdved 

6 a passing grade in the course of dri,·er education provided by 

7 this Act". 

1 Sec. 7. Schools offering a driver-education course which 

2 meets the requirements of this Act after August 31. 1957, m<lY 

:3 be rtimbursed under the provisions of section two (2) of this 

4 Act. 

Sec. 8. High schoob whose enrollment does not warrant a 

2 full time instructor in driver education may cooperate with 

3 any other school or schools and offer together with e;aid school 

4 or schools a single course in driver education for the students 

5 of the participating ;;chools. A high school may also offer the 
• 

6 course bienniall)· 

1 Sec. 9. This Act may be cited as the "driver education law"' . 

EXPLAXATIOK OF HOUSE FILE 305 

This btU provides that a sub')idi%ed proJ;ram of driver educ:!ltion -:;hall be offered by 
th~ public school sy:.tem to students. under the ~upervision of the dcpattrnent of pu)>lic 
instru<:tion. A student who takes and passes the courE'.e \\tll b(! ehgible :fo,r a dr\"~r-·~ 
license when he teaC'hes 16 years of a;.re. One who doos not take nor pa$8 the course 
will not~ eligible for a drivcr'8 licen~e until he l'Caches 18 years of 3ge:. 

This bill is patterned after the l\fJchigan l3w which 1s now in effect Other states 
where simil<~.r ltgislation has been enacted are: :'\1ichigan, Ca!i!oJ.""ni.s, Main!!, P~nnsyl~ 
vania, Louisiana and Florida. 

In th~ 11 yea:ts' histo:ty of driver e<iucation in Iowa, msof~r ss ls kno\\<71, there has 
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nut been a fatal accident involvin~ a pathlate of driver educ!l.lior.. Insurance com­
pani<s now cccognizc th< \·alue of ~uch educat1on and of!er a 10 percent reduction 
in the premium where a youth has completed the (.;ourse. The enactment of this le~isht.tion wiil ~tcatly reduce our ac( tdent rate m the future . 
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HOt:SE FILE 30& 

Amend House File 305 hy tnserting after the word 
··reimbursement" m line four (4) of se<:tion four (4) 
follow:ng "to public school districts". 

lh< 

Fil.O CttA.LUP:\ of Jefferson. 
March 21. 1957 
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HOUSE FILE 305 

1. Amend House File 305, section oni! (1), line six (6}, 

by striking the words, •' After such". 
2. Further amend ~eetion one ( 1), by f)triking all of 

lines ~"'even (';),eight (8), nine (9), ten (10), eleven (11), 
twelve (12). thirtt>cn (13) and through the period in hnc 

four'";A>en {1-J) *-I 
Filed S ~UfH of O'Brien. 
:\brch 26. 195-;'. 

~ c~-f '.::_::.t" HOUSE FILE 305' f _. . 
,_ f 01 1\ A. mend Hou:,c Ftle 305 ·~. _ _/,/, v 

··-
1

. --; 2 A~er.d !lou'c File 30o by stnk;n~ section thr•• (3) and I 
~ \~ ~ sect1on Io r (4) and section six (6)~.----------...: 

· .. i urther amend by renuml>cring the remaining section~. 

1-'ilt>d and ad0plcd ~ 
April 1, 195i. C ..a'-' G / HAGEOOR."" of Clay . 
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