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February 14, 1957. 
Judiciary 1. 

House File 285 
By FALVEY, PERKINS and HENDRIX. 

~-~ -~ 
Passed House. Date........................ Passed Senate, Date ..... r ........... . 
Vote: Ayes .. /<: C Nays ........ (~·-· Vote: Ayes..//::./.. Nays . ./.. ....... . 

Approved ..... ?<('~./.~.:-::. ... ?.-..?. 

A BILL FOR 
An Act providing for a sixty (60) day period before a decree 

of divorce shall be granted except in emergencies. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the Slate of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Chapter five hundred ninety-eight (598), Code 

2 1954, is hereby amended by adding the following new section: 

3 "Any law or rules of procedure to the contrary notwithstanding, 

4 no decree of divorce shall be granted in any divorce proceedings 

5 before sixty (60) days shall ha\'e elapsed from the day the 

6 original notice is served, or from the last day of publication 

7 of notice, or in cases in which publication of notice or service 

8 of original notice is waived, from the day defendant appears in 

9 the cause in person or by counsel. Provided, however, the court 

10 may in its discretion, or written motion supported by affidavit 

11 setting forth grounds of emergency or necessity and facts 

12 which satisfy the court that immediate action is warranted or 

13 required to protect the substantive rights or interests of any 

14 party or person who might be affected by the decree, hold a 

15 hearing and grant a decree of divorce prior to the expiration 

16 of the sixty (60) day period. In such case the grounds of 

17 emergency or necessity and the facts with respect thereto shall 

18 be recited in the decree unless otherwise ordered by the court." 

EXPLANATI0:-1 OF HOt:SE FILE 285 

This bill Will establish a 60-day period befo1c a dtvorce can be granted in thi.:! state 
except in an emergency. Its purpose is to give the litigants t1me to recover from 
anger, nnd to reflect on the well·being of the children, thus, endeavoring to prevent 
disintenation c..f th<: families of Iowa. In addition, it y,;)l allow time when treatment 
should ·be administered for psychologie.al, psychiatric or physical reasons, nnd it \\;Il 
materially reduee miErratory divorce abuses. 



.HOt:SE FILE 285 

Amend House File 285 by striking lines seven (7), eight (8). 
2 and nine (9), and im:ert:n~ in lieu thetQof the following: "of 
3 noti<.:e, or from the datk that wai\·~r of or-iginal notice is filed. 

l"rovid~dt however, the court". 

Fi!~d 

February 28, 11>57. 

HOt:SE fiLE 285 

Amend the committee amendment to House Fife 285, linQ thr~ (3), 
2 by inserting after the word "wai\·er-" the words "or acceptA~". 

Offered and adopted 
Apnl 4, 1957 

CARSON of Buchanan. 

HOt:SE FILE 28G 

1 Am~nd Hou:-re File 285, line !5iXteen (16), by inserting 
2 after the word "period'' a comma (,) •nd the words .. provided 
3 that rcquirt!mcnts of notice huvc been oompli~d with". 

Offered and ndoptt!d 
April 4, 1957 

HOUSE FILE 285 

SwiSHm of John600. 

1 Amend House File 285 by striking the period (.) at 
2 the end of line eighteen (18) and inserting the words "but not 
3 prior to twenty (20) days after service of original notke 
4 or tiling of waiver of or acc~ptance of original notice." 

OffareJ and withd ru wn 
April 4. 1957. BALCH of Black Hawk. 
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