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A BILL FOR

An Act to repeal section eighty-five point twenty-seven
(85.27), Code 1964, and to enact a substitute therefor,
relating to professional and hospital services, physical
rehabilitation, replacement of damaged artificial aids
under workmen’s compensation.

It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Towa:

Section 1. Section eighty-five point twenty-seven
(85.27), Code 1954, is hereby repealed and the following
is enacted in lien thereof:

“The emplover, with notice or knowledge of the injury,
shall furnish surgical. medical, osteopathic, chiropractic,
chiropedial and hospital treatment including nurses, medicine,
medical and surgical supplies, crutches and apparatus
including artificial members as may be required at the time
of the injury and any time thereafter to cure and to relieve
the effects of the injury. Such treatment shall include
treatments necessary to physical rehabilitation. The employer
shall furnish replacement or repair for artificial members,

artificial eves, dental bridge work, dentures or artificial

teeth, hearing aids, canes, crutches, wheel chairs, glasses

or spectacles damaged by reason of an injury arising out of
or in the course of the emplovment; such replacements to be
comparable in kind and qualitv to the replaced article.

The pecuniary liability of the employer for the treatment,

articles and supplies required by this section shall be




20 limited to such reasonahle charges as prevail in the

21 particolar community,

22 The industrial commissioner may determine the reasonable

23 value of all such services, supplies and liability of the
emplover, and the cmplover's liability is limited to the
amount 30 determined. Charges believed to be excessive may

be referred to the commissioner for adjustment under the

authority of section eightv-six point thirly-nine (86 39)

of the Code.”

EXPLANATION OF HOUSE FJLE 222

The purpose of this bl is to provi.de more enuitable berefitz to the injured empleyee
than presently exist undet Workmer’: Compenszation Law. Thiz !l provides for nhys-
1al rebabilitation of the injured workmar It eiiminates the prezent Limitation that an
empiover is requited to furnish only one permanent prosthetic device An injured work-
mupn often needs adjustment and change of :uch devices for proper care and recovery,
and provision thercfore 15 made to supply the injured employee trealment, including
artificia! members from time to time as is necesxary. The il also provides for replace-
nient of urtitictal bodv wwds that are damaged when an emplevee 1s injured in the course
of his employment




