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February 26, 1957 House File 158 
(As passed by the House) 

Passed on File. By CO!Ii:\IITTEE ON SCHOOLS, 
LIBRARIES AND STATE 
EDL'CATIONAL 1:\'STITUTIONS. 

Passed House, Date ..... 2-: .. --:..:?: ... ~- Passed Senate, Date ..... Y:~ ... : .. /....7. 
Vote: Ayes ... ./..!:.3 Nays ..... 2:::~. Vote: Ayea ... tf:..f:... Nays .... .?.: ..... 

L.A ~ -~ d. ;2.5- -Approved ... ,.~./ ... ~.11. ....... 7. .... :-:':" ........... ~..5.7 

A BILL FOR ~ 1~1 
/-'.:~V< ("</'/ (~_ ~u,~--U{, 

An Act relating to the reorganization of school districts~ u...d-<.<-A--<--<--C'J 4 -I <s 
~J (..'~ -. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: fS"C~ ~ hC<.<fl"' 

1 Section 1. Section two hundred 'eventy-five point nine 

2 (275 9), Code 1954, is hereby amended by striking from lines 

3 five (5) and six (6) the words "one of the methods" and inserting 

4 in lieu thereof the words "the method". 

5 Said section is further amended h>' adding at the end 

6 thereof the following: "The provisions of sections two hundred 

7 se,·enty-five point one (275.1) to two hundred seventy-five point 

8 five (275.5), indusive, of the Code, relating to studies, 

9 surveys. hearings, and adoption of county plans shall constitute 

10 a mandatory prerequisite to the effectuation of any proposal 

11 for district boundary change. It shall be the mandator)' duty 

12 of the county board or joint county boards to dismiss the 

13 petition if the above provisions are not complied with fully." 

1 Sec. 2. Section two hundred seventy-five point ten (275.10), 

2 Code 1954, is hereby repealed. 

1 Sec. 3. Section two hundred sevent;--five point eleven 

2 (275.11), Code 1954, is hereby amended by striking in line 

3 three (3) thereof the word "three" and inserting in lieu thereof 

4 the word "two". 

1 Sec. 4. Section two hundred seventy-five point seventeen 
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2 (275.17). Code 1954, is hereby repealed. 

1 Sec. 5. Section two hundred seventy-five point twenty 

2 (275.20), Code 1954, is hereby repealed and the following enacted 

3 in lieu thereof: 

4 "The \'Oters residing within the proposed boundaries shall 

5 vote separately in each existing school district affected or 

6 portion thereof upon the proposition to create such new 

7 corporation. School districts affected or portion thereof shall 

8 be defined to mean that area included in the proposed new school 

9 district. If the proposition receives a majority of the votes 

10 cast in each of at least seventy-five percent (75%) of the said 

11 districts or portwns thereof, and also a majority of the total 

12 number of votes cast in all of said districts and portions 

,/" 
· 13 'thereof. the proposition shall be deemed carr1ed." 

'... J-.______,j. 
1 Sec. 6. Section two hundred seventy-five point twenty-one 

2 (275.21), Code 1954, is hereby repealed. 

1 Sec. 7. Section two hundred se,·enty-five point twenty-three 

2 (275.23), Code 1954, is amended as follows: 

3 1. By inserting in line seven (7) after the word 

4 "proposition" the words "as provided in section two hundred 

5 seventy-five point twenty (275.20) ". 

6 2. By striking all after the word "organized" in line 

7 eight (8) and substituting in lieu thereof a period. 

8 3. By adding the following sentence: "The county 

9 superintendent shall file a written description of the boundaries 

10 as provided in chapter one hundred thirty-five (135), Acts of 

11 the Fifty.sixth General Assembly." 

1 Sec. 8. Section two hundred seventy-f,,·e point twenty-four 

2 (275.24), Code 1954, is hereby amended by striking in lines 

•• 

·-
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3 three (3), four (4) and five (5) thereof the following: 

4 "provided in section 275.10 or the method provided in 

5 sections 275.11 to 275.2.3 hereof" and substitute in lieu thereof 

6 the words "hereinabove provided". 

1 Sec. 9. Section two hundred seventy-five point twenty-five 

2 (275.25), Code 1954. is amended by striking from lines three (3) 

3 and four (4) the words "provided in sections 275.11 to 275.23 

4 hereof" and substitute in lieu thereof the words "hereinabove 

5 provided". 

1 Sec. 10. Section two hundred seventy-five point twenty-six 

2 (275.26), Code 1954, is amended as follows: 

3 1. By striking from lines two (2) and three (3) the words 

1 "by either of the said methods". 

5 2. By inserting after the word "is" in line se\'en (7) the 

6 following: "dismissed or". 

1 Sec. 11. Section two hundred seventy-five point eight 

2 (275.8), Code 1954, is amended by adding at the end of said 

3 section the following: "An aggrieved party is hereby defined 

4 a~ the board of directors of a school district whose directors 

5 are elected at large, or, if said board is elected from director 

6 districts, then that membership of the board of directors whose 

7 districts are included in the proposed reorganized area, or a 

8 county board o£ education. 

9 For purposes of this chapter the planning of joint 

10 districts is defined to include all of the following acts: 

11 1. Preparation of a written joint plan in which contiguous 

12 territory in two or more counties is considered as a part of 

13 a potential school district in the county on behalf of which 

14 such county plan is filed with the state department of public 
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1fi instruction b)· the county hoard of education in and for such 

16 county. 

17 2. Adoption of such plan at a JOint •esgion of the 

18 ~eYeral count\• boards of education in whose eountieR f'Uch 

19 tcrntory JS situated. 

~0 3. Filing said plan with the state department of public 

21 in~truetion. 

22 For pm po;<es of sub•ection one (1) hereof. joint planning 

2:1 shall be evidenced by tiling the following items with the 

2'1 slate department of public in,truction: 

2:. a A plat of the entire area of such potential district 

2B h. A .statement of the number of pupils rc::-iding within 

27 the ;u·ca of 'aid potent in! district enrolled in public schools 

28 in the preccdtng: school year. 

2<) c. A statement o! the ao;,csscd valuation of taxahle 

:30 propc1 ty located within such potential district. 

:~1 d. An affidavit signed on behalt ot edch of ~aid county 

:12 bonrcl.s of eUucation Uy a memix;r of such boarrl .itating the 

3.'J UuuiJdarie~ n;; :)hown on ..:.;uch plat ha\.·e been agreed upvn iJy the 

:{4 rhpective boards as a part of the overall county plan c>f 

35 ~t.:hool d!Atrict reorganization of eaeh such school.'' 

1 Sec 1~. Section two hundred seventy-th·e point twelve 

2 (275 12), Code 195·1, is hereby repealed and the follov. in:>: 

;) ::;uiJsf ituted in lieu thereof: 

4 "A petition describing the boundaries, or accurately 

fi de>cribing the area included therein by legal description~. 

ti of the propostd district, which boundaries or area described 

7 shall conform to county plan or the petition shall request 

~ change of the county plan, shall be filed with the superintendent 
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9 of 5chools of the county in which the greatest number of electors 

10 reside. Such petition shall be signed by voters in each 

11 existing school district affected or portion thereof equal 

12 in number io at least thirty-three and one-third percent 

13 (33',,,;;,) of the number of eligible voters or five hundred 

14 (500) voters, whichever is the smaller number. School 

5 districts affected or portion thereof shall be defined to 

.6 mean that area to be included in the plan of the propo,ed 

7 new 'chool district." 

• Sec. 13 Section two hundred seventy-five point 

2 thirteen (275.1:3), Code 1954, is amended by striking fl'om 

:; line four (4) the words "the territory" and substituting in 

4 lieu therecf the following words: "each affected district or 

5 portion thereof." 

1 Sec. 14. Section two hundred seventy-five point fifteen 

2 (275.15), Code 1954, is amended by inserting a period after 

3 the word "petition" in line eleven ( 11), and by striking lines 

4 twelve (12) through eighteen ( 18), inclusiw, and the words 

5 "which shall be final." on line nineteen (19). 

6 Said section is further amended by adding at the end 

7 ihereof the following: 

8 "Within twenty (20) days after the publication thereof the 

q decieion rendered b'i the county board of education may be 

appealed to a court of record in the cvunty im·olvcd by any 

'1 school district affected or portion thereof.'' 
- ·--·- ____ .. :-----_ 

1 Sec. 15. SectiOn two hundred seventy-five point sixteen 

2 (275.16), Code 195-1, is amended by striking in lines ten (10) and 

3 eleven ( 11) the words "n-ot disqualified under 215.17 hereof" 

4 and by inserting a period (.) after the word •'quorum" in line 
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5 fourteen (14) and striking the balance of the section. 

6 Said section is further amended by adding at the end 

7 thereof the following: 

8 "The joint boarde acting as a single board shall determine 

9 whether the petition conform;; to county plans or, if the 

10 petition requests a change in county plans, whether such change 

11 should be made, and shall have the authority to change the plans 

12 of any or all the county boards affected by the petition, and 

it shall determine and fix boundaries for the proposed 

14 corporation as prOYided in section 275.15 of the Code or 

15 dismiss the petition. The county superintendent shall at 

16 once publish this decision in the same newspaper in which 

li the original notice was published. 

18 In case a cont1overs~· ari::-pg from such meeting, the county 

19 board or boards or any school district aggrieved may bring 

20 the controversy to the state depat·tment of public instruction, 

21 as pt·o,·ided in section two hundred seYenty-five point eight 

22 (275.8) of the Code, within twenty (20) days from the 

23 publication of this order, and if said controversy is taken 

24 to the state department of public instruction, a ten-day notice 

in writing shall be given to all countv boards and school 

26 districts affected or portions thereof. The state department 

27 shall have the authority to affirm the action of the joint 

28 boards. to vacate, to dismiss all proceedin~s or to make such 

modification of the action of the joint hoards as in their 

:{0 judgment would serve the best 1nterest of all the counti~s. 

31 Thi;; decision may be appealed to a court of record in one of 

32 the counties hv anv aggrieved party to the controversy as 

33 defined in section two hundred seventy-five point eight (275.8), 
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34 within thirty da~·s after the decision of the state department of 

35 public instruction." 

1 Sec. 16. Chapter two hundred seventy-five (275), Code 

2 1954, is hereby amended by adding thereto the following section: 

3 "The aggrieved part>•. as defined in section two hundred 

\ seventy-five point eight (275.8) of the Code, shall initiate 

the appeal or appeals to a court of record, as provided for 

~ in this chapter, only upon a petition of the majority of the 

7 eligible voters in the district affected or portion thereof." 

1 Sec. 17. This Act being deemed of immediate importance 

2 shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage 

3 and publication in The Gowrie l\'ews, a newspaper published at 

4 Gowrie, Iowa, and The :\!arcus l\' ews, a newspaper published at 

5 Ma1·cus, Iowa. 

EXPLANATIOX OF HOUSE FILE 158 

This bill revise..c; the reorganization law by cla:rifying the planning to be carried on 
by eounty boards of education, defining the state. department's responsibihty in ap~e.als 
to on!).• the planning stage, and clan!ymg the procedure to be followed m re<>rgamzmg 
sehool distncts 



I 

J 1 
2 
3 
4 
;; 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

~4 

25 

26 
27 
28 

2~ 

30 

HOt;SE FILE 168 
(Committee amendment) 

Amend House Filta 158 as follows: 
1. Section 5, by striking' hnes 4 through 13 and inserting 

in lieu there<>{ the following; ''The voters residing within 
the proposed boundaries shall vote separately in each exist. 
ing school district affecWd upon the proposition to create 
such new corporation. School districts affected shall be 
defined as those districts. all or any portion of which 
are within the area included in the proposed new school 
district. If the proposition reeeives a majority of the 
votes cast in each of nt least seventy-five per cent (75%) 
of the said districts, lllld also a majority of the total 
number of votes cMt 1n nll of said districts, the proposi
tion shall be deeme<{ earned. Provided, howe .... ·er, that if two 
or more of the school dtstricts affected haYe a resident 
a,·erngc daily attendance in public :iChools of three hundred 
(300) or more pupils who were enr<>Ued in public schools in 
the preceeding school year. the proposition must also receh·e 
a majority of the votes cast in each of ~aid ~ist~icts l!l • 
order to be deemed. carried.'~~~ l-"'""').1 ....& ~ ~- f '1 _ . 

2. Section 9, Dy a·drurig to line -otlle following: "By striking in the 
seeond paragraph thereof the lines one (1) to nine (9), inclusive, and 
inserting in lieu thereof the follo'\\-ing: 'Provided, however, in cases&Z 
involving two (2) d1stricts only, where the population of the new 

district 
doe~ not exceed the populahon of the more populous of said districts 

by 
more than twenty-th·e percent (25%), the incumbent board n1embers 

of 
~aid more populous district shall continue to hold office as direcWr o;:, 
the new district for the rem.t~.inder of their eledive terms.'" s~ 

3. Section 12, by l:!tnking in line 1·:3-ihe words •·of the number of 
eligible 

voters'' and inserting in lieu thereof the words ''of those voting at the 

regular- school election". ~~:;- t<i 
Jut 

31 

32 

33 

~. Section 16, by strtkmg m hnes 6 and "i the words .. the maJority 
of 

the eligible ,•oters in the district affected or portion ther<:of" and 
inserting 

in lieu thereof the words "eligible voWrl5 in any district affected equal 
in 

34 number to fifty-one percent (5lut) of the number voting at the last 
regular 

$.Chool election in said district". 35 
36 5. By adding a new- s::oc=t~io:::n~fo~J:;-lo::w-::c-in_g_s-ec""'t-,-Jo-n---:J-:6:--•-n-d-:-r-en-u-m-be-r-,ng

the~ 
37 sections: 
38 "Sec. . Amend section two hundre<l seventy.five 0 

point five 

Code 1954. as follows: 
(276.6), 

89 
40 1. By striking the words 'one of the methods' in line twenty.five 

41 d · .~· · 1. (26) 
an 1n""""'"mg m 1eu thereof the words 'the method'. 

42 . 2~ Further an:end said section by inserting after the word 'district' 
43 m hne twenty.etght (28) the words 'or districts'." 

Filed 

~a2.P'/--17 
By CoM MtnEE OS SCHOOLS AND 
Em;CATIONAL ISSTITUTIO:SS, 

W. C. MOLISON, Ch<tirnw.n. 



HOUSE FILE 158 

1 Amend Houre File 158, Seetion 5 line 18 
2 by adding the followi.llg thereto: 
3 ~Where an urban echool district merges with another district 

} 

4 said school district shall retain its independent status. Where & 

1\ 5 city or town annoo.:es terrirory, said territory shall become a part 
6 of the urban sehool district. The entire school district in whieh 

\ 7 the annexed territory formerly vested may \-·ote at a special 
~~ ';;;JJ 8 election held in conformance with this chapter and if the 

~ pro\)osition <:arriet hy a majority vote, the entiTt- territoey shall 
10 beoome a part of the urban school district." 

Filed 
April 15, 1957. By ScsROE!llll. 
-·-----

HOUSE FILE 168 

1 Am~nd House File 158, 3ection 14, by strikinb the follo't\1ng iE 
2 words from line 11: ••or portion thereof". ~ . 

Filed LL..- r7 
April 16, 1957. By SIJAFP. T-

HOUSE FILE 158 

1 Amend Rouse File 158 by adding after the period in 
2 Section 16, line 7 the following· 
8 ••Nothing herein shall he construed as affecting the 
4 rights of any sehool di~trict, person or pcrson.s from 
5 bringing or engagmg in any action in law or equity now 
6 granted or ptesen·ed to such school district, person 
7 or ~rsons." 

Filed and adopted 
April 17, 1957 By ELWOOO. 

ROl:SE FILE loS 

1 Amt:nd House File 158, .section 17 by striking the period 
2 (.) at the end thereof and adding the following: 
3 ": pro\-ided, however, that this Act shall not affect 
4 any reorganization proposal for which a petition has been 
S tiled prior to the eltective dat(l of this Act with tb~ 
5 superintendent of schools." 

Filed and adopted 
April 17, 1957. 

By SHAfT. 

I Amend House ];'ile 158 section 15 by adding- the following 
2 at the end of said section: · 
3 1'The court on appeal shall have the samo authority as 
4 is grant@d m thtt section to the state department o.f pub1ic 
5 instruction." 

Filed and adopted 
April 17, 1957. By SRAI'F. 

HOUSE FILE 158 

1 Anwnd House File 158, SGction 12 by striking from lines 
2 12, 13 and 14 the following: 
3 uthh:ty-three and one~third percent (33% c,-~;} ot the 
4 numOOr of eligible votel'3 or fh·e hundred (500) voters. 
5 whichever 1s the smaller number." and suOOtituting in 
6 lieu thereof the following Htw(:;nty percent (20C:·C) of the 
7 number o! eligible voten. or four hundred ( 400) voters, 
8 whichever is the smaller number." 

Filed ond adopted 
April 17, !967. By Elwood. 

j 



HOOSE F'ILE 168 

1 Amend the committee amendment to House Flle 168, 
2 by striking all of hncs 28, 29, and 30 

Filed and adopted 
April 17, 1957. By ELWOOD. 

1 Amend House File 168, se~.;tion 16, line G, by striking 
2 the cornma (,) following the word 10chapter" and inserting in 
3 lieu thereof a period (.) and striking the balanct of the J 
4. 1!:eetion. Y 

Filed and adopted 
April !7, 1~57. By SHAFF. 
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January 31, 1957. 
Passed on File. 

Passed House, DatJe.. 
7
. :J.4 ... 

I G 'J. 
Vote: Ayes ........... ' !'\ays .. """"······· 

Approved ................. . 

House File 158 
B,· co:mUITEE 0:-<" SCHOOLS, 

'LIBRARIES AND STATE 
ED'LCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS. 

Passed Senate, Date ...................... .. 

Vote: A;•es .............. Nays ............ .. 

A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to the reorganization of school districts. 

Be It E111LCted b11 the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 

2 

Section 1. Section two hundred seventy-five point nine 

I 
(275.9), Code 1954, is hereby amendedj by striking from lines 

3 five (5) and six (6) the words "one of the methods'' and inserting 

4 in lieu thereof the words "the method". 

5 Said section is further amende1 by adding at the end 

6 thereof the following: "The proYisions of :;ections two hundred 

7 se\·enty-1\ve point one (275.1) to two hundred seventy-five point 

8 fh·e (275.5), inclusive, of the Code, relating to ~;tudies, 

9 surveys, hearings, and adoption of county plans shall constitute 

10 a mandatory prerequisite to the effectuation of any proposal 

11 for district boundary change. It shall be the mandatory duty 

12 of the county board or joint county boards to dismiss the 

13 petition if the above provisions are not complied with fully." 

1 Sec. 2. Section two hundred seventy-five point ten (2i5.10), 

2 Code 1954, is hereby repealed. 

1 Sec. 3. Sect•on two hundred seventy-five point eleven 

2 (275.11), Code 1954, is hereby amended by striking in line 

3 three (3) thereof the word "three" and inserting in lieu thereof 

4 the word "two". 

l Sec. 4. Section two hundred seventy-five point seventeen 
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2 (275.17), Code 1954, is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 5 Section two hundred 'eventy-11\·e point twenty 

2 (275.20), Code 1954. is hereby repealed and the following enacted 

3 in lieu thereof: 

4 "The ,·oters restding within the proposed boundaries shall 

5 \ Ple separattl: 1n t:ach existing ~chool district atTt>ctecl or 

G portio" thereof upon the propo•ition to create such new 

7 corporation. School dbtrict~ affected or portion thereof shall 

~ be defined to mtdJI rhat area included in the proposed new school 

9 district. If the propo,itwu recei,·es a ma.10rity of the \'Otes 

10 ca~t in ea(:h of at led"3t :5eventy~f1ve perccnt (75'-r) of the said 

11 d"tlicts or port:on' thereof. dnd abo a maJont:· of the total 

12 numlJer of votes la::-1 in all of :::aid di::.ti icts and portion::3 

13 thcreot. th~ propositiOn shall be deemed carried." 

1 Sec 6. Sec:tit'ln two h1.1ndred :>e\·enty-ti\e point hventy-one 

2 (275.21 J. Code 1954. i-; het·eby repealed. 

1 Sec. 7 Section two hundred ,-e\·enty-tive pOut! twenty-three 

2 (275.2:3), Code 1%·1, is amended as foii0\\3: 

3 1. By inserting in lint1 seYen (7) after the word 

4 •·propo:-;1tion" th~ wuni:-. ·'.t:-. pro\"idc__d in "<:etten two nundrerl 

;; •e•·enty.fivc point t\\·enty (~7.5 20) ". 

6 2. 1:y ~triking all afl(·r th~ word ·'ot ganized'' in hne 

7 eig-ht (8) and ~uU~titutmg in lieu thereof ape! :od. 

8 3. By adcling the tol!owing ser.tenee: "The county 

9 supenntendent sh,dl file a \\'ritten de,cription of the hound,lJ'ICS 

10 a> JWO\'ided in chapter on~ hundred thirty-th·e (1:;;;), Acts of 

11 I he Filty·sixth General 'hs<'mbly." 

1 Sec. 8. ::ie<..tirm two hundred ~t>Vt:nt~·.fisc point twent: -fntr 

2 ( 275.24). Code 1954. i:; hereby amended hy striking in lines 

• 
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3 three (3), four (4) and fil•e (5) thereof the following: 

4 "provided in section 275.10 or the method provided in 

5 sections 275.11 to 275.23 hereof" and wbstitute in lieu thereof 

6 the words "hereinabove provided" . 

1 Sec. 9. Section two hundred seventy-five point twenty-fh·e 

2 (275.25), Code 1954, is amended by striking from,. o three (3) 

3 and four ( 4) the words ·'provided in sections 27i>.ll to 275.23 

4 hereof" and substitute in lieu thereof the words "hereinabove 

5 provided". 

1 Sec. 10. Section two hundred seventy-th·e point twenty-six 

2 (275.26}, Code 1954, is amended as follows: 

3 1. lly .-;triking from Jines two (2} and three (3} the words 

4 "b1· either of the sa1d methods". 

5 2. By inse1 ting after the word ''is" in line seven (7) the 

6 following: ''dismissed or". 

l Sec. 11. This Act lmng deemed of immediate importance 

2 shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage 

3 and publication in The Cowrie Kews, a newspaper published at 

4 Gowrie, Iowa. and Th~ ~!arcus Xews, a newspaper published at 

5 ::1-larcus, Iowa 

EXPLANATIO:-\ OF HOGS£ FTtE l5~ 

Th.is bill re'-·•se~ the rQorgar!ization law by c !au 1f;!nn~ tile plannmg. to be t!inicd on 
by ro:.tnt:'o' boaxd<:~ of ~ducntion, defining the 8tat~ department's respons1bihty in appeals 
to only the planning "tsge, i:.nd cialifying the p1ott>dure to bQ :follO\\."Cd in reorg:t.t~IJ.Illg" 
~~hool dtstl icts. fl f 

;' J'~· /yY . . - -----. 

• 



Amend House File 158 a'! follows 
2 1. By striking the penod in section two (:.!),line two (:l), 
:1 and adding the following "nnd the following is enacted 
4 m lit:u thereof 
.\ 

6 
7 

~I 

10 
II 
12 
13 
14 
!!\ 
I~ 

J7 

18 
l ~~ 
zo 
~I 

22 
:.!.) 

24 
z~) 

21'i 

27 

"Putsunnt t(J county pltm and upon 
the appro\·al ot the county board of educution, the bontds of 
d1rector~ of any two school districts, one of \\ hich school 
districts bein~ a ("Ommunity school dic;trict having ,'\ ~hool 
censu'> of twelve thou,and 0r more and hAvln~ a common OOundnry 
may by concurrl-'nt nctton merge ,u("h dic;tnct~ 01 adju'it their 
buundttry lme be-l\\~n suLh dtslncts at thetr r~gulsr meetin5:'5 
in Ju!y, 01 <ll t-:peuul mei:lmg.'-' the1~afler c.:alled for that 
putpo.-.;e; pro .. tdetl howe-ver, thut .t1. wntten reque~t for -,uch 
ndum ::> filed prior thereto by any ten legul vuterl'! rt-siding 
m t~ach of :>.nd distnd~ 01, if thet e be not ten, then a 
maJotlt.)> of sulh .. otetb, hn:- b~n filed wtth their re:;pective 
hoard of dut.(tot,; und the propo.?ed boundary chan5te5 are 
apJnnvt'd hy the legs! \"()ter.; m eaLh of said districts at an 
~11-'\:tHm wluc.:h l"hnll he <.all~\ and tonducted as provided in 
chaptt-r tv.0 huJH!! ed '-'f'VI:'nty-l;leven (2i7) In all districts 
where a nuJjottty vf the vc,te<; ta:;t are in fa,·or of the change 
the <;a me ~hall ~o into etT~1·t on the fir::-t day of July following 
the election. ~ot mo1e than on(" el4:'ction ~hall be held in any 
twelve talendar m1>n!hR aff~ctin5t the same districts." 

. ? ~ 
Z Stnkt- sectiOn three (:1). ·-/ ~ ,_ (:. 
~ .St!lkt! ~~(~IOU eight {8) ..,/-··< 2-2 

·I Stnkc section r.inc (9) 
;:, Strike lines thr4:'e (3) And fou1 (4) of ~cction ten (10). 

:!tl '' Renumber the section~ 

Originally fili!d 
February 11, 19!)7. FRO~fMEt.'f of Dubuque 

HUCSE FILE 1!\8 

Am~>nd Holl-'+-! ril(" 1!)8. t-:ettion five (5), by adding 
2 tht!rl:!lo ~he f,,l!nwmg- . 
. ) •'Provided. hcmevl:!l, th.ut any ex1stmg school 
-1 d:;;tr:c·l:-= h&.\lnh three hundtecl (300) or more person~ 
:l 0( ... , hool age cnt oiled 10 public schools m the 
!i p1 cceding schooi year shall not be \'Otcd into the 
7 propo~ed new ')(hoot torporation unless the 
b propos1tton rl:'telves 3 ma)oritr of the vote:. cast 
9 tn said distritt." 

fliEII:\-1 of Hancock 
FR~Fn of Webster. 
KAISF:R of Cet ro Gordo. 
P,\UI. of Poweshiek 
JOIINS of Tama. 
CIIRISTOPH£L ol Bremer. 
Mc~EAL ot W11J:thl. 
HOLD::. WOK I H of rrawford 
Lt:Cl\EX ot Piymouth 
~iiLJ<OY of Benton. 
GRAY of !\-l<•ha.:ka 
SWISH£it oi Johr.:5on. 

• 
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HOUSE FILE 158 

. th Riehm amendment. fil<!d F~h't'uar~ 12, 1957 • by 
.-\menu ~ • ,. h ' 11 wmg 1. ·x !") aftf'r the wo1d ·yet'l.'t' t f! .~o.Q o Inserting 1. me "Sl v . . . h 

''and which' has rt>organized pnor to th1s .~ate Ul\d;;>\ t e 
ptodsions of Chapter 275, Code ot Iow~. 

OfT~'I.~d and adopted 
February 1:~. 1957 WHITNEY of Cherok~. 

HOUSE r-ILE 158 
(SubstitutQ for the \Vhitnl!'y amendment) 

Amend th~ Riehm amendment line four (4) afwr the 
2 word Hdi.str!(:t'' b:o.· insQrting the words "ha\'il"lJ; twel·re 

- J s:rrade~;: <lnd ". 

Offered and lo~t 
FebrU<!ry 13, 1957 

Rlf:HM of Hancock. 

HOUSE FILE 158 

1 Amend House File 158 a5 follows; 
2 1. By striking all of line two (2) of ~tion one (1) after the 

~ au or lines thne 

Filed 
February IS, 1967. 

word ''amended'', 
(3) and four (4), and line ft,·e (o) to the word 

"'by" ,::. -,;-(_ "-...--r)2._.i . 
f. )_' J_,(, 

FR.oMMt:LT o{ rfubuqu~. 



H1.-USE FILE !58 

1 Amend Huu:->e Fi:e lilS by adding thareto the follo\\;ng 
2 sections aft-er se<.tion 10, and by renumbering section 11 
~ au .. t>rdu~~.l~· 
4 ~t!C. ll. Section lwo hundred ~e,er.ty .. fi,·e point ~1ght. 
5 (275 8), Cotic 1954, i3 amer.ded by liJdin~ at the end of 0aid 
G se:::tion the fo!!ovnng- "An agg·t ie,·cd part\" IS hereby defmed 
7 Oi u <..:t._houi distr:ct or por~1on thereof referred to in :.ccti1)h 
8 two humhed :.e,·enty-ti\"~ point twe:,·c (275.12) or a co;.~nt.r 

9 board of t-ducatior: 
10 Fot the purpo::!eS of thi..i chapter the planr.ing of joint 
11 di-,~t :ds is defined to m~.-h.lde a!l of. the (()lJO\'•Jn:; a,.:.ts 
12 1 Prepa~a:.ion of a written joint plan i~ which continguouR 
11 tt>rrit•,~y m two 01 more counties is con....:.Hlered as a part of 
1~ a pQt(·r.tial ::c:hool dn•tdct in the county or. behalf of wh.<:h 
Iii HH h tour.ty plan 1-, filt'd with the s:a.t.e departm(>nt of publtr. 
!G irH•~ntctiOn by tt:c <:o:.mty board of ed:...;c.atlon in and for :.uch 
17 cOur.,y. 
IS 2. Adopticn of such plan lit a joint sc:.:.iun of the 
lll Sf\"eral county bo.ards u! cd:Jcatton in whose cuuntJCS such 

20 territory is. situated. 
21 3. Filtng said plan with the sta.te department of public 
22 instr:..~ction. 

23 Fot purposes of suhsection on(! (1) hereof, joint planning 
24 shall he eYidenced by filing the followmg items with tht- -
25 state department of public instruction: 
2G a. A plat of the er.tire area of ~uch potential di:->tritt. 
27 b. A statement of the number (>{ pupil.!. residing wi~hin 
28 the area of said potential distrtct enrolled in pubhc ~chools 
:!9 m the preceding :;;chool year. 
SO c A .stawme:tt 0f the asse'Oised ,·alu.ation o!' ta;.;:lt>le 
~1 property luc.at<>d within :.uch potential <hstnct 
32 d. An ::1ffi<isvit sig-ned on behalf of each of :-:.al(J <"Our.ty 
33 boards of education by a member of such board ~:~tating the-
31 bounda.ri~s as :-:ho\\fi on :.uch p~at ha'"e ~n agreed upor.. by the 
35 respecth·e board:-o .al'\ a part ot th<. o-..torall county plan ('[ 
36 ~choo! district reo,g<tm;-.ation of each !)uch 5<.:hool."' 
:n s~. L! Section t\\<l hundred :,eventy-11\-e point twelve 
.18 (275.12), Code I?G·t, 1:; hereby repealed and the following 
39 substituted m :1cu thereof. 
10 "A petition deHnhm~ the bounc:utJe-;, or a<..<.ur<~!ely 
11 describing the art?u induded therein by lt>~:tl dE>'H:riptlons, 
12 of the propo:,cd dtslrict, which boundar1e~ or .tlrea deseribcd 
13 shall tontorm to county plan or the petJlJOn shaH reque:.t 
11 ('hange ol the county plan, shall br.: tiltod w:th thE> •mpc-rintendent 
15 of ::;chools ot' the ('Ounty i!1 which the gtcatel'\t number of electors 
16 re'iide. Such petition :-:hall be sipted by \Olen:. m each 
17 existing school dbtnd affE'tted or portion th~rp,of ('qual 
1)\ in numbE-r to at least th:rty-threc and c>ne-thtrd pfrcen~ 
1~ ( 33 '"' .. _,) of the numbc1· of tolis:tb~f- \"Oters or fiv{: hundre<l 
!)0 (500) voters, whiche,·er is thP. 11ma.ller number. $C'hool 
51 d1~trict.: ilf!t:!ctf>d vr portion th~:::reof ~hall be defined to 
52 mean that nre3 to he in('h.rded :n the plt~n of thE' propos~:::d 

53 new school di:.triet:· 
!)<J Ser.. l.j. Amend sec~ton lv.o hundred ~(VC;nt~-ft\·e 'PQint 
.1)5 thirt«n (215.13), Code 1954, h)- ~:~trikin~ from line four (4) 
.'>6 the words "the territory" nnd suh~tttuting in lieu thtore-of the 
57 following word-; "each Mfcded dislrkt or port!o:1 thf!reof."' 
!))l; Sf>c. J.1 Section two hundred ;-~enmtv·fi,·e point !1ft.-ton 
fi!1 (275.15), C0de 1954. is amended by in:-:~rting a period .tt.fte1· 
60 the \\Ord "petition" in line eleven (lit, and by strikwp: ~tn('~ 
Gl twelve (1'.!) thro\tgh eighteen (18). mdu3\\"t. ar.d t.h~ Wt>TM 
62 '·which shall be final " on line nineteen ( Hl). 

63 Said sect1on is further amended by uddmv at the C!1d 
6-1 thereof the followm~: 
65 uWtlhin twenty (20) days after the publi<:.\ol.lton thereof thf> 
1)6 de<_. is ton rendered by the county board of cducntion may be 
67 appealed to a court of ,·ecord in the county involved by any 
GR school dt;-'tri<.t .affected or port/ton theT"e<:~f:' 
6rJ s~._ I5 Amend two hundred ~t:\'t::nty-five pomt !'ixtecn 



72 
73 -· .. 
75 
76 
77 
7~ 

!9 
so 
81 

82 
R3 

87 
go 
89 
10 
91 

(275.16), Code- 10!>4., by "tnking m lines ten (10) and elewm 
(11) the words '·not di:::qus.lified under ::!7517 hereof" and by 
inserting a period ( ) aftel. the word "<tuorum'' m line fou1teen 
(14) and $tdking: the bala:1c<? of the ::;.~elton 

Said scct.lon is furtr.er am~:::nded by addin~; at tnC! end 
thereof the following: 

•·The! joml boards ac~il;g a-; a Rin!?=lc board .:;hall determ\n~ 
whether the pet:ti()n c..onfol m;-> W < ounty pbns or, i1 the 
petition r(?qUe8tS a cha.n;.:: in c,Junty p~an'-', ·whether ~.uch <.:ha.ngc 
should he m:tde, and shall h<i\t> the authoritr to char.ge the plans 
of any OL ~II the county boards aff'ect~d bv the petit1on, u.nd 
1t shn!l d~terminc and fix boundaries J.or the pror.~osed 
corpor!!.ti<m as pr<wided in stt..tion 21f>.15 of the Ct~de or 
dismisl:' the petition. The county superi:1tendent ~.hall at 
011.00 publL:.h tht:-. dedsio1'. m the ::;rlme ~~~w~papcr m ....,.:'l"ich 
the oJigina! not1ce w:ts puh!ishe<l. 

In ca.ie a con';..ro·,·e:rsy an:;~~~ from sut..:h me-~ting. til€' <:ounty 
board or bN\rd::. or any ~chot>l district '-':..;!{l'ievcd may bring 
the contHJYer~y t.Q the stat.<~ depo.rt~tH:nt of public w:-;truction, 
as provided in si:ct:on two hundred sevent.s~lh·c pomt eic-ht 
(275 8) of the Ct>de, w:thir1 twenty (~0) day~ from the 
publicution of th115 order, und if said c0nlrovcrsy :s i:l.ken 
to the i:'tate department of public instruction, a tcn-rl:ty notice 
in wntin~; shall be :;ivcn to all oount) boa1 d .. and s<..hool 
district;:. affected or port:ono5 thereof. The state Uep&.rtment 
ShAll ha\·e th~ .authority w affir;l1 the a<..tion of tht! joint 

96 hoard<~, to vacate, to di<;mi~s all PlOCet"dingi. or to make AUCh 
97 modifit•'tion of the action of the JO!Ot boardo5 as in thc1! 

jUdg-ment. ""ould se1ve the best interest or all the cour:lies. 
This decisit•:"l may be appcr:led to a court 0f rec0rd m onE' of 
the count.a~s by ~my a~g-ricved party to iht> controveny a<; 
defined in :rection 175.8, w~thin thirty d!l)S after the dedsion 
of the state departr:·ent o!" puhiic instr·uction.'' 

9il 

101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
!08 
109 
110 
Ill 
ll2 
ll3 

Fi!ed 

• ,.PLA:\ATJOX 
The purpo;-:e ot· thi;;; a. --lmcnL is to give protection tQ 

local districts by plO\"ldir.g: a right of ftppenl to school 
districts when only one <:oun!..y h "~rtl is involved, and to 
prov1de proW(..tion to co;Jnty boara:, >J.d lo(":ll school districts 
the right of sppeal tv the sta.t.e depart: "t nf pubHc inotruction 
and fNm there to a cou1·t of rhord. Th~;e -protections 
to).!"ether with the number of ~ignaturcs tequu t>d on we petition 
from each d1sttict should fully protect all the ;;chool di!5tricts 
invoived and gh·e n. clear method of pro~<.ting their l. 1ghts 
by appeal, ·which the law dici not gi\"C before 

}o'ebruary 20, 1~57 RIP.l.J:\t of Hanc0ck. 



HOUSI:; FILE 15~ 

1 Amend the amendment to House File 158, file<!. February 20th by 
2 Riehm and Fteed, by in~crting &tler line 102 the following 
3 section: 
4 Sec. 16 Chapter two hundrW seventy-five (275), Code 
5 19il4, is hereby amended by adding thereto the following se<..tton: 
6 ''The agrieved party, as d~fined in :.cetion two hundred 
7 seventy-five point eight (275.8) of the Code, shall initiate 
S the uppcal or appeals to a court of ~ord, as provided for 
9 in this chapter, only upon a pelltion of the majorit~· of the 

10 eligible voters in the di.strict affected or portion thereof." 

Piled 
February 25. 1957. RIEH~t of Hancock. 

HOt:SE FILE 158 

1 Amend the Rtehm amendment to House File 158, filed February 
2 20, 1957 by striking all oft<:r the <o1on in line six (6) 
3 and all of lines se\·en (7) eight (!;) and nine (9) and 
4 inserting in lieu thereof the following; "an aggrieved 
6 party is hereby defined as the board of directors of a school 
6 district whose directors are elected at large, or, if said 
7 board is elected from director t:hstricts, then that membership 
8 of the brund of d1rectors who~:~e districts n.rit included in 
9 the propo~:~ed reorgan1.1::ed -.rea, or a eounty board of e~u · n .. ,. ~ ~ 

/ / - /L ~ 
l iled v~- C c_..; ·Y 

February ~5, 1957 Br-ow:-: of Keokuk. 

HOUSE FILE 158 

1 Amend the amendment to House File 158 by !:ltriking 
2 a1J of S('ction 2 of thl' um~ndment. 

Offered a~d :-~.dopted 
Februnry 26. 1~57 FRO~n1ELT of Dubuque. 


