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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to the classification of lands within a proposed 

drainage or levee district prior to the establishment of 
such district. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly oj the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Section four hundred fifty-th·e point nine 

2 (455.9). Code 1954, is hereby amended by inserting the following 

3 new subsection : 

4 "In the event the petitioners request a clas;;ification 

5 before the establishment of the district, the petition shall 

6 include a request that the district be classified as provided 

7 in sections four hundred fifty-five point forty-five (455.45) to 

8 four hundred fiftr-five point fifty-one ( 455.51). inclusive, of 

9 the Code after the board has approved the report of the engineer 

10 as a tentative plan but before the district is finally established." 

1 Sec. 2. In the event two or more landowners included in the 

2 proposed district other than the petitioners request 

3 classification prior to the establishment of said district, they 

4 shall file in writing their request and execute a bond as required 

5 in sections four hundred fifty-five point ten (455.10) and four 

6 hundred fifty-five point eleven (455.11) of the Code to cover 

7 the expense of such classification if the district is not 

8 established. Such written request and the bond shall be tiled 

9 before the board establishes a district. 
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1 Sec 3. Section four hundred fiftl·-five point nineteen 

2 (455.19), Code 1954, is hereby amended hy adding the1eto the 

3 following: 

4 "If the petition or other landowners requested a 

5 dassificution of the district prior to establi:;hment, the 

6 hoard shall order a claSRitication as provided l>y sections four 

7 hundred fifty-five point forty-five (455.45) to section four 

8 hundred fifty-five point fifty-one (15i).5l), inclusive, of the 

9 Code after they have approved the report of the engineer as a 

10 tentative plan. The notice of hearing provided by section four 

11 hundred fifty-five point twenty ( <155.20) of the Code shall also 

12 include the requirements of the notice of hearing provided in 

13 section four hundred fift 0 -five point fifty-t"o (455.52) of the 

14 Code ao to this classification, and the hearing on the petition 

15 provided in section four hundred fifty-five point twentv-seven 

16 (455.27) of tbe Code shall also include the matters to l>e heard 

17 as prol'ided in section four hundred fifty-f1ve point fifty-three 

1fs (455.5:3) of the Code. If the board establishes the district as 

19 provided in section foUl· hundred fifty-five point twenty-eight 

20 ( 455.28) of the Code, the classification which is finally 

21 approved at said hearing: h,· the board 'hall reml\in the basis of 

22 all futurf> a~sessments for the purposes of sdid dbtr ict as 

2:3 provided in section fot~r hundred fifty-fi,·e point lifiJ-,ix 

2·1 (455.56) of the Code. The landowners shall have the same right 

2• 
" of appeal fr<Jm th1s cla~sification as they would have if the 

26 petition had not requested ,, classificatwn prior to establishment 

and the cJa..s..sHitation had been m,u.Jr after establi!-ihment." 

F.XPL\!'\.H'lO:\" OF HOt:SE FILE !i'i 

Thr<; hdl wa<s ! /:'( ommt..nded by the Study Committ<-e on Wat~r Rights and Drama~.:-
Laws crE'a!~d bv the 56th General Assemhlv. · 

Under the p~-c;e,-;~ law, when a new dra1nag~? di.stnet is propos~d ~hez e is no wny for 
an individual landowner within the proposed distrtct to know \\hilt h1s shtne of the cost 
will bt: until ~ftcr the tunc hi-; nght to obJect to tht! propo11ed Qb;~rld has expilcd 
Thi,.. hill would per mit E"lthet tho~e per:;ons petttionin~ fot the estabh"hment ~f ~ new 
drainag~ distrkt ot any other group of two or more pet ~ons o\\ mng land \Vlthm the 
ptopo~ed dt::.trict to reque<;t, puor to tht~ t:~tabil,;hmcnt of the d.isttll.!t, a cl<ts;!.Iti~ati~·m of 
the lu.nds within the di'$llict to apportion and fix the :-.han~ of the t.<,,t of th~: aistnct. to 
he Jc,·ied against ~~tch tra<-t of land. l'o~tin~ M a bond 1s reQuired br _pel sons. makm.g 
such a reque<'t in order that the costs of the cla::tSI~CatH.m may be paid .. If the~ distnct lS 
not estublished. 1f such a reqU(:>Sl l.S m~de, cla13sdlcatwn of the. 1-ulai> mu:;; .• be m.ade 
prior to ~stablitthment of the distrkt It the citstrict is later estAblished, the. b1ll 1eqUl~e<; 
that thi:;: dassJJkabon bt> the basi$ for tuturt- ~sscsm4:'nt::~ to pay Lhc col>l~< ot the d1stnct. 
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