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February 8, 1955. 
Passed on File. 

S. J. R. 7 
By COllBllTTEE 0:-< TAX REVISIO:-.I. 

Passed Senate, Date ......................... _ .............. . 

Vote: Ayes...................... N ays_ .................. .. 

Passed House, Date ......................................... . 

Vote: Ayes...................... Nays ..... _ .............. . 

Approved .......................................................... . 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 
~roposing to create a special committee to make a stud)" of 

i
' J:~~ijj: taxation embracing the adequacy and equity of the entire 

!i''''''"-> structure of state, county, municipal, and school methods 
',j; (\-,:~ of raising revenues, to make special inquiries into the 
i.,;, 0, "~,:" present system of taxation, to make a study of the equali-
:',' • ,.', zation of real and personal property assessments and exemp-

~ "", tions throughout the state as between the "arious counties 
~1"" of the state and the various taxing districts of the state, 

to -study the question of revision or impro\'ement in the 
"""l present laws I'elating to the public revenues of the state 
... ),' and its various political subdivisions and to make such 

recommendations to the governor and the next session of the 
legislature as may be decided upon by the committee, 

Be It Resolved by the General Assembly of the State o/lou'a: 
'~"."I\'!o;,. 

Section 1. A special committee is hereby created to be 

2 known as the Iowa taxation study committee which shall be a 

3 bi-rartisan committee of nine (9) members, three (3) of whom shall 

4 be members of the house appointed by the speaker of the house, 

5 three (3) of whom shall be members of the senate appoint~ by the 

6 president of the senate, and three (3) outside the legislature 

7 who shail be appointed by the governor of Iowa, 

1 Sec, 2, The committee shall have full power and authority 

2 to im-estigate_ inquire into and examine all matters relating 
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3 to the adequacy and equity of the provisions for re"enue for 

4 the ~tate government and cities and towns, counties, and 

5 school districts of Iowa, and shall make recommendations for • 6 changes deemed advisable for the equalization of taxes for 

7 the support of the state or other political subdivisions, and 

8 in general to inquire into and examine every matter and thing 

9 whatsoever affecting the providing of re,'enue for governmental 

10 purposes in Iowa, and the administration of laws relating to 

11 taxation. 

12 Activities of the committee shall cover, among other things, 

13 the following: 

14 1. The present a~sessment system and methods of equali2ation 

15 of individual assessments between the various taxing districts and 

16 counties; 

17 2. The entire present system of exemptions, credits, and 

18 deductions with respect to all taxes; 

19 3. The methods of raising revenues from all other possible 

20 sources than the taxation of real and personal property, the effects 

21 of such methods upon the sources themselves, and the stabi!it;' of 

22 such revenues in the future; • 
23 4. The entire system of state aids to local taxing hodies 

24 and possible replacement of direet property levies as a source of 

25 revenue for local purposes. 

1 Sec. 3. Said committee shall choose s chairman from its • 
2 members, adopt rules for conduct of its proceedings, and is hereby 

3 empowered to employ a secretary and such other employees as are 
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4 necessary for the proper conduct of the business of the committee. 

5 It is hereby empowered also to employ such expert assistance as 

6 may be deemed necessary for the studies and investigations herein 

7 authorized, including the employment of recognized survey agencies 

8 to assist the committee in arri\'ing at its conclusions. The 

9 committee may hold public hearings. may subpoena witnesses and 

10 compel the production of books, documents or papers, pertaining to 

11 its investigations. Witnesses shall be entitled to witness fees 

12 and to actual traveling expenses while attending upon the cornm.IUI 

13 such expenses to be audited and appro\'ed by the committee, but no " 

14 Iowa pUblic employee shall be entitled to witness fees. but may be 

15 allowed actual and necessary expenses. The committee shall have 

16 access to all public records and shall be given the cooperation of 

17 all public officials and shall generally have all the powers of a 

18 joint legislative committee. The committee may at any time or from 

19 time to time be divided into subcommittees of one or mOre ·m.enlbE~rs 

20 any of said subcommittees having the power to hold hearings and 

21 conduct investigations in any part of the state. The committee 

22 may also, if deemed necessary, cause studies to be made of taxation 

23 systems and administration in other states, and may designate. if 

24 necessary, subcommittees for the purpose of studying revenue 

25 methods in other states than Iowa. The committee or any member 

26 thereof, or the secretary of the committee, shall have the power 

27 to administer oaths. 

1 Sec. 4. The committee shall have the cooperation of the 

2 state tax commission and its counsel in the performance of its 
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3 dutie3 and shall be authorized to call upon any department of the 

4 ~tate government, including state educational institutions, for 

5 as"i~tance in the obtaining of infonnation deemed uBcful to the • 6 committee. 

1 Sec. 5. Should any vacanc)' occur in the committee, the 

2 go\ernor is empowered to fill it by appointment, in case the 

vacancy is that of a member appointed by him. In case of a 

vacancy in the legislative membership, the vacanc ..... "hall be filled 

by the appointment from the represcntatil'e body to which such 

member of the committee belonged, by the speaker of the house or 

president of the senate, all the case' may be. :lIembers of tbe 

.' 8 '''? committee shall be reimbursed for the actual and necessary expenses ., 
'" . 
~ 
, 

r.:.\ 
9 incurred by them in the discharge of their duties. ilIembet·s of the 

committee appointed by the govemor shall receive a compensation 

of twenty dollars ($20.00) per day for days actually engaged in 

work of the committee. Legislative memberg of the committee shaIl 

receive '" compensation such amounts as the fifty-seventh general 

assembly may allow. The committee shall have power to fix the 

15 compensation of its secretary and other assistants and shall be 

pro,-ided a witable office for the conduct of it, investigati()ns 

by the state executive council. 

Sec. 6. The committee shall be appointed as promptly as 

2 po~sible after the enactment of this measure and shall organize • 3 as soon thereafter as possible. It shall make its final report, 

4 including drafts of proposed bills, to the governor on or before 

5 .January 1, 1956; whereupon the go,'ernor is requested to call a 
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6 special session within sixty (60) days for consideration of the 

7 report of the special committee. Whereupon the go\'emor shall 

8 cause to be printed the necessary number of copies of said report 

9 including drafts of proposed bills and cause copies of the same to 

~
'.'.' .~~.:.!,f;; 10 be mailed to members of the general assembly as soon as such , ., .. ;'!,,) 

. '~'~'i~~'''' V 
? J1;:~ 11 report has been completed. the expense thereof to be paid from 

12 funds herein appropriated. The committee shall be discharged from 

13 its duties when it has submitted its final report to the governor 

14 and the legislature. 

1 Sec. 7. There is hereby appropriated from any funds of the 

2 state treasury not otherwise appropriated. the sum of thirty 

3 thousand dollars ($30.000). or so much thereof as may be necessary. 

4 to carry out the proposals of this act and for compensation and 

5 expenses of such committee and its members as herein provided. 

to be paid out of the state treasury on vouchers to be approved 

by the chairman or secretary of the committee and audited according 

8 to law. 

l' Sec. 8. This act being deemed of immediate importance shall 

2 be in full force and effect from and after its passage and 

3 publication in ...................... . .. ... a newspaper published at 

4 ............................ Iowa. and in .................................... a newspaper 

5 published at 

1 Amend Senate J omt Resolution 7 by striking all of section 8 
2 and inserting in lieu thereof the folIo\dng: 
S "Sec. 8. This act being deemed. of immediate importance shall 
4 be in full force llnd effect from and after its passage and pubIi-
5 cation in the Creston News Advertiser, a newspapeJ." published at 
6 CJ."eston. Iowa, and in the Leon Joumal·Rep0J."ter. ~ news.p:lpel:' 
7 published at Leon, Iowa." 

Filed 
February 22. 1955. By PRE"TIS. 
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SENATE JOI~T RESOLUTION .. 

1 Amend the Prentis, et al. amendment filed March 14, 
2 line 5, by striking the word and numernl "four (")" and inserting 
S in lieu :.hereof the word and numeral "five (5)". 

Filed and adop~d. 
'March l5. 1950 

1 Amend the amendment hy Pre-ntis and Stuart 01 Lucas filed 
2 ""d adopW March 15, 1966 by striking from line five (6) 
a the words "of the Legislature", and by striking from 
4 IUle seven the words "two from the House- and 'hila tr<>M the 
5 Senate,". 
6 Further amend said amendrr.ent by addjng thE' following 
7 $enronee after the word "Hou!:.c." in line ten (10): 
8; "ApPolntments by the Goyernor from the legislature, if 
9 any. shall be in equal numbers from each house." 

Filed 
)larth I" 1~.5~5~' _______________ B...:y OPPEDAHL. 

Amend the tit1~ tQ Sentlte Joir:t Resolulion 7 by changing 
2 thE' penod ( ) to S <.:omma (,) and adding the following: "and to 
J make an :.:;.ppropll<.:.tion thert!for.". 

Otf~red and adopted 
)Iar<h 22, 1955 

GoonE of Da.VIS. ---

Amend Ser.<ttc Joint Resolution 7, Sec!ion !:.ix (G) line 
2 nine (9) oy ::;lnkmg !hcrefrom the word "shall" and inserting 
;) in lIeu therwf the word "should". 

Offered and adopwd 
March 22, 19[,5 GOODe of Davis. 

] Ame-nd the Oppedl.lhl amendment, line four (·1) by insl:!rting after 
2 the \\Qrd "committee" the following: ", comprised of pcrj;.on') of 
~ all ~~I--~entl; of our 4;'(:onom::.:,". 

Offerc·d and lost 
:\hrch 22,195& 

FnO\-I:-'It.."LT of Dubuque. 





1 Amend Senate JOint Re~olution 7, Section 6, by striking 
2 therefrom the following beginning with the word "on" in line 4 
S "on or before January 1. 1956; whereupon the governor is requested 
4 t<" can a spe(.'i.al session within sixty (60) daY6 for cOlUlideration 
5 of the report of the special committee:' and tnserting in lieu 
6 thereof the following: "sixty (60) days prior to the convening 
7 of the general assembly in 19&j or sixty (60) days prior to the 
8 eonvemflg'of the general assembly if sooner eon\ened." 

Filed 
:llarch 8, 1955. By EI-WOOD. 

1 Amend Senate Joint Resolution 7 in section 1. line 3 by 
2 striking an a£~r the comma following the word "membet'S" through 
a line 7 and inserting in lieu there-af the following: 
4 llfive (5) of whom shall be members of the Houg.e appointed by 
5 the S!><,aker of the Hou.e, and four (4) of whom sh,,11 be members of 
6 the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate." 

Filed 
March H, 1955. By PRENTlS, DEWEL. LY"ES AND ELWOOD. 

Amend Senate Joint Resolution 7 by st.l'ikmg Section 1 
2 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
3 uSedion 1. A special committee is hereby created to be 
4 known as the lows. Taxation Study Committee which shall be a 
6 blp£U"tisan committee of twelve- members of the ~gislatu're 
6 con$isting of four members to be appointed by t.he Governor, 
7 two {rom th~ House and two from the Senate. and four members 
8 from the Senate to be appointe<! by the President of the Senate 
$ and four members of the House to be appoint<!d by the Speaker 

10 of the House 

F Hed and adop«d 
:'larch 15. 1905. B}' PRENtIS and STUARt" of LuCW). 

1 Amend Senate Joint Resolution 7, Section 6, b~~ striking 
2 there:f1-om the following beginning with t.he word lion" in line" 
3 "on or OOf'ore January I, 1956; whereupon the governor is requested 
4 to call n. $pecial 8a.ss:on within sixty (60) da:rs for eontlideration 
5 of the report of th~ sped.:,J, eommitt~" And inserting i.n lieu 

Co there<)f the follo\\ing: hat least sixty (60) days prior to the 
7 cor.\·erung- of the genernJ assembly in 1957 and in event said 
8 comm:itt,e.(: reports to the governor prior to the time aoo\'e specified, 
9 the governor may sooner convene said general assembly prodded 

10 that said general assembly shan not be convened until sixtj~ (60) 
11 day5 have e-lapsl:!d from the time of the SUbmitting of said rt!port 
12 to the governor." 

Filed and adopted. 
March 15, 1955. 

1 Amend the title to Senate Joint Resolution 7 by inserting In 
2 line 12 after the \\'ord "session" the words I'or sp~cial $e33ion". 

Filed cnd adopted. 
J!arch IS, 1965'--______________ _ 

By D~\'EL 

1 Amend Senate Joint ~olution 7, section 5, lines 9, 
2 10,11 and 12 by striking the follo ..... ;ng: llj,f6t'nbers of the 
3 committee :l.ppointe<i by the governor shall receive a compensatior. 
4 of twenty dollars (~20.00) per day for days nctually ellJ!aged in 
5 work of the commlttee. 

Filed and adopted. 
March 15, 1955. By P"""T1S 



SENATE JOI:-':T RIi:SOLCTION 7 

Amend Seuat~ Joint Res-olution -; bv strikin:; .$Ill 
i! of ,:,~C'tiOl1 on~ (1) and inserting in Ii~u then'of the 
:3 follo ..... ing. 

"Se<;tlVIl 1. A special committee is h~reby 
.5 created to be known as th~ Iowa Ta:1'atioll Study Committee 

6 which shall be a bipartisan counuittec of twelye (2) 
'7 m~mh~n~ consisting' ot tour (1) members to be appointed 

8 b) Lhe governor, and four ("') mem~r:-:. from the Senate 
!) to be appoinLcd by th6 pn2i.ident of th~ Senate. and four 

10 (4) m~ml>crs of tht- House to be uppointed by the Speaker 
11 of the House. ApPointment.l:l by the Govern<H' from the 

12 legislature, if nuy. shall b\:! i" equal nurnher~ from each 
1:1 hOIl':-f'." 

Filed 
)!8,ch 18. 1955 01'PEV.'\HL of Humboldt. 

1 Amend Senate JOInt Resolution 7, S~ction se\'en (7) line::t two (2) 
2 and thre~ (1) by stnking tnerdhlm the wQrdt\ and figuree. "thirty 
.1 th<)U~[jnd dQJhlTS (~<W,OO()) .. and in:i8Hing in lieu thereof the words 
.j and figu'r4:'s "l\\Cnty tl:oi.l:,and dollars ('$20,000)". 

Off~r~d 1:nd lo')t 
i\-larch 22. 1955, Pr.:\'OLt::fON' of Buena Vista 

Amend the Pntrk;': fltllendmcnt W .scnat~ Joint Rf"SoJution j, 

2 ~~tivn live (5) by lntlerting artcr th~ word "go\'en:.or" the 
.3 (oll(lwir.!," ", other than nlcmbt'"s of tht' 1egi~lature,". 

Olfcred and adopted 
;\fu~h 22, W;j;:i. Gooo£ of Dn\'is. 

Amend Senate Joint Hesolution 7. Section six (0), line nine (9) 
2 bv strik:r.g thert!from the wotd and f1gur~ "sixty (60)" and 

, inserting 

J 11\ lieu thHC'Qf the word and figures ··thirty (30)" 

OffE'rt!d anti <l.dopted 
:'tiar<:h 22, 1955 PATiU("K of Sioux. 

1 Ameno !icna""U> JOi"r.t Re601utIOn -;, Section five (5) b)' inserting 
2 after thE' word "duti~" in Iln~ nine (~) the followin~, H:\Jembers 
3 of the committee arpointed by th~ Governor "hall recei\'e a <..o:npen-
4 t\ution of ~we:nty dollars ($ZO.OO) per day for duy!:> .1ct'-4ally eng.lged 
5 In \\-'ork of the committee:', 

Offere<l, amended. and adopted 
March 22. 1955. PATRICK of Sioux. 

1 Amend S.:r.ate .J\):r.t R~."olut:on I' ~y l'.triking all vf :.ection one 
2 (1) and mhcrtinj{ 10 Heu thcrNf the: foIlQwin~· 
:) "S~tH>n 1 A. i-p~lal \·ommitte( is ht>ccby '·Icated to ~ known 
.1 t;'- the: 10\\[1 t:lxat:lln ~tudy conllnlltce which sh'lll be 3. bipartl:'il.n 
5 < o,n:lll:te*' (II lllllt? (ill tr.emb~rs, thlce of whvm ~hall be members of 

tho 

6 H<lu~<: <lppuJ!ltC'd b) the Speaker of the Hou-.;c, thr~f:! of whom i>hall be 
'7 melllber~ of the Senate appointed. by the President of the Senate, a.nd 
8 llll.-eC Oilhl1dc the ie):!lt;iature of wh,)m shall be apPointed b .... the 
9 gO\'CTl"ior o~ lcwa .' 

OiTered ulld lost 
)'brch 22, llj!)5. PB:\,l>LETO~ of BUf'na Vi6t.a.. 


