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:'larch 9, 1955. 
Passed on File. 

Passed Senate, Date 

Vote: Ayes .. 

Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes 

Approved 

.... Says . 

Nays .. 

A BILL FOR 

Senate File 403 
By .Jl.iDICIARY 1. 

An Act authorizing the compiling and analysis of statistics 
relating to the Judicial system of the state of Iowa. 

Be It Enacted ;)1/ the Gene>'al Assembly o.f th, State o.f Iowa: 

1 Section 1. There is hereby established in the office of 

2 the clerk of the supreme court the p'JSition of statistician of 

3 the judicial department. The statistician shall be appoiJ1ted 

4 and recei"e a salary fixed by and hold office at the pleasure 

5 of the chief justice of the suprcme court 

1 Sec. 2 Thc statistician, with the approval of the chief 

2 justice. ,halJ appoint ill1d fix the compensation of such dssistants 

:, a~ m',: neee"ar), to. enable him to periorm the power, and duties 

4 \'ester! in him. While holding such position, neither the stati,. 

5 tioian nor his assistants shall practice law in any of the court~ 

6 of this state. 

1 Sec. 3. The chief justice may designdte, to serve at his 

2 pleasure. a justice of the supreme court as his assistant in 

:3 connection with the work of the statistician. tinder the direction 

4 of the chief justice and his assistant the statistician shalL 

5 1. Collect and compile statistical "nd other data and make 

.' , 
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\; rrports of the business transacted by the courts; 

7 2. Collect statistical and other data and make reports 

8 relating to the expenditure of moneys for the maintenance and 

9 operation of the judicial system and the offices connected 

10 therewilh; 

11 3. Obtain reports from clerks of courts, and from courts 

12 themge!ves which have no clerks, in accordance with law and rules 

13 adopted by the supreme court as to cases and other judicial 

14 business in which action has been delayed beyond periods of time 

15 specified by law Or such rules, and make report thereof; 

16 4. Examine the stat"' of the dockets of the courts and 

17 determine the need for assistance by any courts; 

18 5. )'1ake reports concerning the overloading and underloading 

19 of particular courts; 

20 6. Make recommendations relating to the assignment of 

21 judges where court~ are in need of a"istance; 

22 7. Examine the administrati"e methods employed in the 

23 offices of clerks of courts, probation officers, and sheriffs. 

24 and make recommendations regarding the improycment of same; 

25 8. Formulate recommenddtions for the improvement of the 

26 judicial system with reference to the structure of the system 

27 of courts, their organization, their methods of opel'ation, the 

28 functions which should be performed by \'arious COUl·tS. the 

29 selection, comP"'nsation, number, and tenure of judges and court 

30 officials, and as to such other matters as the chief justice and 

31 his assistant may direct; and 
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32 9. Attend to such other matters as may be assigned by the 

33 chief justice and his assistant . 

1 Sec. 4. The judges, clerks of courts, probation officers, 

2 sheriffs, and all other officers, state and local, shall comply 

3 with all requests made by the statistician or his assistants for 

4 information and statistical data bearing on the state of the 

5 dockets of the courts, the progress of court business, and such 

6 other information as may reflect the business transacted by them 

7 and the expenditure of moneys for the maintenance and operation 

8 of the judicial system. 

1 Sec. 5. The provisions of this act apply to the following 

2 courts: supreme court, district court, superior court, municipal 

3 court, police court, justice of the peace court, mayor's court, 

4 and all other courts, state and local, which may be established 

5 from time to time. 

1 Sec. 6. A special fund to be known as the judicial statis-

2 tics fund is hereby established in the state treasury. To pro\'ide 

3 revenue to defray the cost of the statistician and his work, lines 

4 one to eleven (1 to 11) inclusive of section six hundred six point 

5 fifteen (606.15), Code 1954, are repealed, and the following is 

6 substituted therefor: "The clerk of the district court shall 

7 charge and collect the following fees, all of which shall be paid 

8 into the county treasury for the use of the county except as 

9 indicated: 

10 1. For filing any petition, appeal, or writ of error and 

11 docketing the same, four dollars ($4.00). Three dollars ($3.00) 
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12 of such fee shall remain in the county trea~ury for the use of 

13 the county. and one dollar ($1.00) of such fee ;;hall lJe paid 

14 into the judicial statistics fund of the state for the use of the 

15 statistician. In counties havini; a population of one hundred 

16 thousand (100.000) or over. an additional one dollar ($1.00) 

17 ghall be chari;ed and collected. to be known as the journal 

18 publication fee and to be u~ed for the purposes provided for in 

19 section six hundred eighteen point thirteen (618.13)." 

1 Sec. i. Ko part of the expense of the statistician shall 

2 be paid out of any funds in the state treasury except the judicial 

:; statistics lund. which Rhall he ~uhject at all times to the 

4 warrant of the slate comptroller. drawn upon the requisition of 

5 the statigtician appl'O\'ed by the chief justice. for payment of 

6 R"lilries of the statistician and hi. aRsiRtants and for equipment, 

7 supplies. support. maintenance, and mi'3cellaneous purposes in 

8 connection with the work of the statistician; out in no eyent 

9 shall the total expenrliture~ exceed the total fees collected 

10 and deposited to the tredit of the judicial statistics fund. 
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