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February 22, 1955 
Passed on File 

Senate File 315 
By Bt:TLER. 

Passed Senate, Date ........................................ . 

Vote: Ayes........ ......... ..... Nays ..................... . 

Passed House, Date ......................................... . 

Vote: Ayes. .................... Nays ......... _ .......... . 

Approved .......................................................... . 

A BILL FOR 
An Act to repeal chapter three hundred thirty-nine (339), Code 

1954, relating to coroners, and to amend the necessary .ections 
of the Code on coroners' duties, and to enact in lieu thereof 
a substitute creating a board on post· mortem examinations 
and to prescribe the board's duties, powers and functions; 
to provide for the appointment of a chief medical referee, 
his qualifications, powers, duties and functions and a 
central office and laboratory; to provide for the appointment 
of county medical referees, their qualifications, powers, 
duties and functions; and to make an appropriation from the 
general fund. 

Be It Enacted by the General .4ssemb/y of the State of /01ca.· 

1 Chapter three hundred thirty-nine (339), Code 1954, is hereby 

2 repealed, and sections one (1) to twenty-two (22) indusi"e, 

3 hereof enacted in lieu thereof: 

1 Section 1. There is hereby created in the department of 

2 public safety a board on post-mortem examinations, COllsi3ting 

3 of the following ex officio members: The commissioner of public 

4 health. The commissioner of public safety. The attorney general. 

5 The board shall elect from its members a chairman and a 

6 secretary to serve at the pleasure of the board. Regular 

7 meetings shall be held at such times as may be determined by 

8 the board and special meetings may be called at any time by 
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9 illl)' member. Two member, shall constitute a quorum for trangaction 

10 of "n\" bu,ine" coming before the board. The members of the 

11 board 'hall ,erVe without compensation, but shall be reimbursed • 12 fOI- arl t1,d expenses incurred by' them in the performance of 

13 thell <lutic.,. The board may de:;i"nate an officer or employee 

14 III the vItice of the chief medic," referee to act as recording 

15 sccretarv and cu:::.iodlan of the files and record~. hut flO extra 

16 compen"ation shall be paid for such services 

Sec. 2 The hoard shdll appoint a chief medical referee 

2 for the '[dte of Iowa to take office On the second secular 

3 da\' of .J.t/wary, 1957, to sen'e for fOUl' year .. , All subsequent 

.:1 apr)()intment.s shall be for tt;")'m:5 of four years and until successors 

:; have been appointed by the board and have qualified. Vacancies 

(, shall be tilled bv the board for any unexpired term, The chief 

7 merlical referee may ue removed by the bourd ,l.t any time fOf 

tl- re~i':ionable Call~f>. 

1 Sec. :J. The chic! medical referee ,hall he a skilled 

J>dthologist and eligihle to be licensed in Iowa to engage in 

-, -, the prdttice of medicine and surgery. He shall be the executive 

officer of the bOard but shall not be a member. He shall receive 

5 guch galar), of nOI less than ten thousand dollars (;;10,000.00) 

G Jlel ~'eal as may be fixed by law, and shall devote his entire 

7 time to his official duties. 

1 Sec 4. The board shall have the power to make, amend, • " and repeal its own rule;; and regulations concerning procedures 

;, and forms to carry out the purposes and intents of this Act. 
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1 Sec. 5. In carrying out his duties the chief medical 

2 

:; 

4 

;; 

referee shali at all times keep in close dnd constant touch 

with the chief of the division of criminal investigation . 

l\othing in til;, Act shall be con.trued to pre\cnL th08< two 

otTic..;.ct:-, from establishing ~uch procedure . ., and methc)ds as the~' 

6 may deem desil able better to expedite theil' common ta.,k of 

7 crime detectIOn 

1 Sec. 6. The chief medical referee shall take the oath 

2 of office prescribed by section five (5), of article eleven 

3 (XI). of the con>btution of the state of Iowa and section 

4 sixty·three point ten (63.10). Code 1954. He shall enltr illto 

;; an official bond to be flied with the secretary of stale ill lhe 

6 amount of not leb6 than five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) before 

7 entering upon the duties of omce. 

1 Sec. 7. The commissioner of public safety shall request 

2 and the executive council provide in the city of Des :Yioines, 

3 under the :lupervision of the chief lllcdical referee, a central 

4 omce and a laboratory having adequate professional and 

5 technical personn"l and physical facilities for the conduct of 

6 post'lllortem examinations and of such pathologicd], bacteriological 

7 and toxicoJogical im;estigations 8S may be necessary or proper. 

S The commissioner of public safety shall furnish the chief medical 

9 referee with such furniture, equipment, records. and supplies 

10 as may be required in the conduct of his office. 

1 Sec. 8. In order to pro"ide proper facilities for in"estigating 

2 causes of death as authorued by this chapter the chief medical 
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;; referee with the approval of the commissioner of public safety, 

4 may employ and pay qualified pathologists and toxicologists to 

5 make autopsies and such other pathological and chemical studies 

G or in\"estigations deemed nece:;sary Or advisable, and may arrange 

7 for the use of existing laboratory facilities wherever these 

8 al'e available. 

1 Sec. 9. The chief medical referee, with the approval of 

2 the commissioner of public safety, may employ technical, 

:l clerical and other assistants necessary for the performanC€ of 

4 his official duties at salaries fixed by the commissioner 

5 of public safety. All persons appointed by the chief medical 

6 referee shall be responsible to him and shall serve at his 

7 pleasure. 

1 Sec. 10. The board on post-mortem examinations shall 

2 appoint a medical referee for each county of the state who 

:1 shall take office on the second secular day of January, )957, 

4 to hold office for a term of two years and until his successor 

" has been appointed and qualified by the board. All subsequent 

6 appointments shall be made by the board for two ,'ear terms 

7 and vacancies for any unexpired term shall be filled by the 

8 board, but temporary appointments may be made by the chief 

9 medical referee to expire at the next meeting of the board. 

1 Sec. 11. Each county medical referee shall be licensed 

2 in Iowa as a doctor of medicine and surgery, or licensed in 

:3 Iowa as an osteopathic physician and surgeon as defined by 

4 law. He shaIl be appointed by the board from lists of two or 

• 
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5 mOre names submitted by the component medical society and the 

6 osteopathic society of the county in which he is a resident. 

7 If no list of name, is submitted by either society, the board 

8 'hall appoint a county medical referee from the licensed doctors 

9 of medicine, or licensed osteopathic physicians and surgeons 

10 of the county. If no qualified appointee can be found in the 

11 county, the board shall appoint the medical referee from an 

12 adjoining county 

13 If, for good cause, a county medical referee is unable to 

14 serve in any particular case or for any period of time, he 

15 shall promptly notify the chief medical referee who shall 

H; then designate some other qualified person of the county or 

17 adjoining county to serve in his place. 

1 Sec. 12. The county medical referee shall take the oath 

2 of office pl'escribed by section five (5), of article eleven 

3 (XI), of the constitution of the state of Iowa and shall enter 

4 into bond with the county auditor in an amount to be fixed by 

5 the board of supervisors. 

1 Sec. 13. On or after the second secular day of January, 

2 1957, the death of any person shall be reported to the county 

3 medical referee by the physician in attendance, by any law 

4 enforcement officer having knowledge of such death. by the 

5 embalmer, Or by any other person present, if the deceased 

6 shall ha\'e died: 

7 1. From violence. 

8 2. Suddenly, when in apparent health. 
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o 3. Wh('ll IlJ)[,ttendecl by a phy~ici"n during the period of 

10 thirtv-six (:>'6) hour, immeuidtel) pre<:~ding hi' death. 

11 4. A;; a renllt of or following an abortion. 

12 5. In 1" ison. 

Ig 6. In an accident in a gyp5um or coal mine. 

14 7. In d sll'5pidoll~. unusual. or ulltialul'aI manner. 

1 S\'C. 14. Vpon receipt of such not ice the county medical 

z referee .sh,t11 ~akc charge of the dead body. make inquiries 

:) ,'eUarding the cause and nlt1.nnf'r of death. reduce hi~ findings 

4 to \';ritln~! Dr) f()rm~ provided for sllch purpose, and forward 

:) th(~ ori[!,inai ot ~uth form to the chief mcdkal referee, 

G rctdilljJl(! one ('orv for his own U~t\ and delivering another 

7 c.opy to the county ,l.ttornE"Y. He rr.ay, at his di')C'retion. also 

8 communicate hi.> finding;; immediately to the chief medical 

9 rcfel('c b.,- telepr.one. tdc-gram or other expeditious means. 

10 Full dirc-::ti(m:--. a:.- to the nature, that acter and extent 

11 of invc!'-tlgati(1ll t() btl made in such ca::::~::-. ::<ha1l be furnbhed 

12 lhe count\· mE':!ical rcrcrcf hy the chief medical referee. tog-ether 

1:~ with appropllale form;, for the required report., and instructions 

14 for their use. 

15 For each such preliminary im·e,tigation. including the 

16 making- of the required reports. the county medical referee 

17 ,hall receive a fee of fifteen dollars ($15.00). plus his actual 

18 expell.>C>. to be paid by the cottnty for which he is appointed. 

Sec. 15. Lpon receipt of the report of investigation by 

2 the county medical referee. the chief medical referee shall 

• 
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:3 immediateh' communicate pertinent information in the I CpOl t 

to the chief of the division of criminal investigation. 4 

1 

2 

:l 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Sec. 16. If. in the opinion of the county medical referee 

Or the chief medical referee, an autopsy examination is advigable 

and in the public interest, such autopsy shall be performed 

The written consent of the person or persons legally re,ponsible 

for the body or an order from a judge of the district court 

in the district in which the body is located or an order from 

the chief medical referee will con~titutc authority for said 

,lUtopSy. The aut0l->sy may be made by the chief medical referee 

or bj' nlch competent pathologist or toxicologist as he may 

10 designate. 

11 A full rfcord and rcpOI t of the facts developed by the 

12 au top,), and finding" of the peri\on making such autopsy shall 

1;~ be made promptly and filed with the county medical referee 

14 and in the office of lhe chief medical referee. Pertinent 

15 information embodied therein shall be furnished forthwith to 

16 the chief of the division of criminal inwotigation by the 

17 chief medical referee. 

lS If requested, 0" if deemed proper by the chief medical 

19 referee, a copy of the report shall also \xl furnished the county 

20 attorney of the county in which the body is located. 

1 Sec. 17. In any case of sudden, \'iolent or sospiciou • 

2 death after which the bodv was buried without ,my im'estigation 

3 or autopsv, it shall be the duty of the county medical referee, 

4 upon being advised of such facts, to notify the county attorney. 
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5 The county attorney shall thereupon apply for a court order 

6 requiring the body to be exhumed. in accordance with chapter 

7 one hundred forty-one (141). Code 1954. Upon receipt of the 

8 court order an autopsy shall be performed by the chief medical 

9 referee or by a pathologi~t or toxicologist designated by him 

10 and the pertinent facts disclosed communicated to the court 

11 ordering the disinterment for such action as it deems proper. 

Sec. 18. Consistent with rules and regulations promulgated 

2 by the board. the facilities of the central laboratory and the 

3 services of the profes~ional staff shall be made available to 

4 the county medical referee under the provisions of thi. chapter. 

1 Sec. 19. Reports of investigations made by the chief 

2 medical referee or hi$ assistants or by county medical referees. 

3 and records and reports of autopsies made under the authority 

4 of this chapter. shall be received as evidence in any court 

5 or other proceedings. and copies of records. photographs. 

u laboratory findings, and records in the office of the chief 

7 medical referee 01' any county medical referee. when duly attested 

8 by the referee in whose office they are filed, shall be receh'ed 

9 a~ evidence in any court or other proceedings for any purpose 

10 for which the original could be received without proof of the 

11 official character of the person whose name is signed thereto. 

1 Sec. 20 After an investigation has been completed, 

2 including an autopsy if one is made. the dead body shall be 

3 deli,ered to the relatives or friends of the deceased person 

4 for burial. In nO case shall the county medical referee use 

• 

• 
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;} hi8 influence in favor of any particular funeral director 

6 but should assist the family or friends to the end that their 
• • 7 wishes al'e respected. If no person claims the body, it shall 

8 be turned over to the sheriff of the county where death 

9 occurred for proper disposition according to law. The expenses 

10 incurred by such officer in the disposal of the dead body 

11 shall be borne by the county where death occurred if the 

12 deceased perSall had no known place of residence within the state, 

13 but if the dece~ed person was a resident of the state of Iowa 

14 at the time of his death such expenses shall be paid by the 

15 county of residence. Such expenSes shall be certified and 

16 presented to the board of supervisors and allowed by them in a 

17 reasonable amount and paid as other claims on the county. If 

18 the deceased person has property out of which buridl expenses 

19 can be paid, either in whole or in part, this property shall 

20 be taken for such purpose before any expense under this section 

21 is imposed upon the county. 

1 Sec. 21. An,· property or money found with, or UpOIl the 

2 person of the decea~ed, if there be nO person entitled by Jaw 

3 to such money or property, shall be turned over by the county 

4 medical referee to the clerk of the district court. to be held 

5 until disposed of according to law. 

• 1 Sec. 22. It shall be unlawful to embalm a human body . 

2 when any fact within the knowledge, or brought to the attention 

3 of, the embalmer, is sufficient to arouse ;,uspicion of crime 

4 in connection with the cause of death of the deceased, until 
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;; the pel mission of th" county medic;!l referee has been first 

6 obtained. In iln)" C3,e whel·t it is the duty of the county 

7 medical refer .... to view the hody ilnd inYestigate the death 

i\ Of a decea,ed per,on under the applicable provisions of this 

9 Act, it ~hal1 be unlawful to embalm the said body until the 

10 permi.~""lt)n of the county medical l't'feree has first been obtained. 

11 It ,shall h~ unldwful to ~remate the dead body of a d~cased 

I~ verson until the coullt) mcdical referee shall have certified 

13 in writing that he has \'iewed the bod" and made personal inquiry 

1'1 into the cau,e and manner of death and is of the opinion that 

1:1 Ill) further examination or judicial inquiry concerning the game 

1(; is neee'''''l)". A fee of tcn dollan ($10,00), 3hall be paid the 

17 (OUllt.'· medical rderee for slIch certificate by the person making 

18 application ther('for, and a cop)" of such certificate shaJJ be 

If) promptl\' filed b)" the county medical referee in the office 

20 of The chief medical referee. This certificate by the county 

21 medical l'efcree shall not be required in case of stillborn 

22 infants if a ph,voirian was prt,ent at the stillbirth and the 

23 cnu.,~ of stillbirth as certified by him according to the 

~4 pro\'ision, of "hapter. one hundred forty-one (141) and one 

25 hundred fOlly-four (144), Code 1954. arc not RUch as to require 

26 an im'e"ligdtion hy the count\' medical referee a, vrovided 

27 by la\\" 

28 Any per;'on vlol"ting any of the pro\'isions of this section 

29 shall he deemed guilty of a mi<dcmeanor, and, upon conviction 

:10 thereof, shall be tined not less than twenty-five ($25,00), nor 

• 
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31 more than one hundred dollars (8100.00). 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Sec. 23. Chapwr three hundred thirty-seven (:l37), Corle 

1954. is amended by adding the following section: 

"The di~trict court, or, if not in session, the clerk 

thereof in writing under his hand and seal of the court certifying 

the au(",e fact, may appoint any suitable perwn to sen'e legal 

process and to perform all the (Iuties of the sheriff under the 

7 following circlImetances: 

8 l. When the otfice of sheriff and deputy sheriff is vacant. 

9 2. When it appears from the papers that the sheriff is 

10 a part, to <In action or proceeding in a court of record. 

11 3. Where, in any action commenced or about to be commenced, 

12 an affida\it SilOWing the ab:;ence of the sheriff and his 

13 dCPtltv from the county, and the), are not expected to 

14 return in time to perform the service needed. 

15 4. Where ~ showing of partialit.v, con:,anguinity, prejudice. 

16 or interest on the part of the sheriff is made. 

1 i J n .. ueh case, the clerk shall direct process to the 

18 appoint<>d person, indorsing thereon the reason therefor, which 

19 that person shall execute in the ""me manner U' if he were 

20 sheriff. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

1 

Said appointee shall be sworn but he need not give bond 

unie~s the clerk or court orders otherwise and fixes the amount 

of the bond and his return shall be entitled to the same credit 

as the sheriff's when the appointment is attached thereto." 

Sec. 24. Section thirty-nine point seventeen (39.17), 
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2 Code 1954. is amended by "triking from line. four (4) and five 

3 (5) the words and commas (,) "a county attorney. and a coroner .... 

and ~ubstituting in lieu therl'<lf the word, and comma (,) "and 

5 a county attorney.". 

1 Sec. 25. Section sixty-four point eight (64.8). Code 

2 1954, is amended by etriking from lines three (3) and four (4), 

:~ the word and comma (.) "coroners," 

1 Sc'<: 26, Section eighty-two point One hundred sixteen 

2 (82.116). Code 1954. i. amended by striking from line five (5). 

:j the word "coronel''' and substituting the words "medical referee", 

1 Sec. 27. Section eighty-three point thirteen (83,13)' 

2 Code 1954. i" amended by striking from line six (6) the word 

:; "coroner", and submitting in lieu thereof the wordg "county 

-I medical referee", 

1 Sec, 28. Section one hundl'ed forty-one point five (141.5), 

2 Code 1954. is amended by striking from line seven (7). the word 

3 "coroner" and gub~titllting the wordg "county medical referee". 

1 Sec. 29. Section one hundred forty-one point six (141.6). 

2 Code 19;;4. is amended by striking from line four (4) the word 

3 "coroner". twice appearing. and subgtituting in lieu thereof 

4 in both places the words "county medical referee", 

1 Sec. 30, Section one hundred forty-one point fifteen (141.15). 

2 Code 1954, is amended by striking from the line fiye (5) the 

3 word "coroncr's" and substituting the words "county medical 
referee's" . 

1 Sec. 31. Section one hundred forty-one point twenty-four 

• 

• 
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2 (141.24). Code 1954. is amended by striking from line four (4) 

~ the word and comma (.) .. coroner .... 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

Sec. 32. Section one hundred forty-two point three (l42.:~). 

Code 1954. is amended by stt'iking from line One (1) the word 

"coroner" and substituting the words "county medical referee". 

Sec. 33. Section two hundred twenty-two point thirty-seven 

(222.37). Code 1954. is amended by striking from lines three 

(3) and fOllr (4). the words "a coroner's inquest" and substituting 

the words "an investigation by the county medical referee." 

Sec. 34. Section two hundred twenty-six point thirty-four 

(226.34). Code 1954. is amended by striking from line one (1) the 

words "A Coroner's inqueHt" and substituting the words "An 

4 investigation by the county medical referee". 

1 Sec. 35. Section two hundred thirty-eight point twenty-four 

2 (238.24). Code 1954. is amended by striking from line ten (10) 

3 the words and comma (.) "in a coroner's inquest." and inserting 

4 after the word and comma (,) "assembly." in line twelye (12) the 

5 words and comma (.) "medical referee .... 

1 Sec. 36. Section three hundred twenty-one point two hundred 

2 seventy (321.270). Code 1954. is hereby repealed. 

1 Sec. 37. Section three hundred thirty-three point eleven 

2 (333.11). Code 1954. is amended by striking subsection five (5) 

3 from the section and substituting the following subsection: 

4 "5. The expenses of the county medical referee." 

1 Sec. 38. Section three hundred forty point nineteen (340.19). 

2 Code 1954. is hereby repealed. 
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1 Sec. :l9. Section three hundred forty-one point one (341.1). 

Z \ ode I ~13'1, ii' amended Gy striking flom line three (3) the word 

:1 and cumma (,) "coroner,". 

1 Sec '10. Section three hundred fOlty-three point three 

2 (g43.3). C-orlf 11l0'>'I. is amended by striking from line two (2) 

g the word and comma (.) ·'coroner:·. 

1 Sec. 41. Section thrcQ hundred forty-three point four 

2 (:)4g.1). Code 1954. is amended by striking from line two (2) 

:~ the word and comma (,) ''('oroner,'', 

I See. 4~ Section three hundred gixty-eight point six (368.6). 

2 Code 1934. ig amended by i'triking from line ge\'en (7) of subgection 

g five (5), the word and Comma (,) ·'coroners,". 

1 Sec 13. Section six hundred twenty-two point sixty-three 

2 (62263). Code 1954. is amended by striking from line eight (8) 

3 the word and comma (.) "coroner.". 

Sec. 44. Section seven hundred nine point nine (709.9). 

2 Code 195,1. is amended by striking- from line five (5) the word 

;) and comma (,) "coroner." and ~ul>stituting in lieu thereof the 

4 words and Cum rna (,) "county and medical referee .... 

1 Sec. 45. Section 5e\'en hundred thirty-nine point nine 

2 (7:39.9). Code 1954, is "mended by striking from line one (1). 

3 the word and comma (.) "coroner.". 

Sec. 46. Section seven hundred forty point five (740.5), 

2 Code 195'1, is amended by striking from line six (6) the word 

3 ~\.nd comma (.) "coroner.". 

1 Sec. 47. Section ,even hundred forty point six (740.6). 

• 
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2 Code 1954, is amended by ,triking from line tb'ee (3) the word 

3 and comma (,) .. coroner, ... 

1 Sec. 48 Section seven hundred forty-two point three (742.3), 

2 Code 1954, is amender! by striking from line three (3) the word 

3 and comma C) "coroner,". 

1 Sec. 49. Section eighty-five A point nineteen (85.-\..19), 

2 Code 1954, i, amended by striking from line eight (8) the 

3 word "COroner" and substituting in lieu thereof th~ word, 

4 "county medical referee". 

1 Sec. 50. The coroners elected for the terms of January first 

2 (1st) 1955, to January first (lst) 1957, shall complete their 

3 terms and duties as prescribed by law and commencing January 

4 first (first) 1957, the provisions of thig Act shall govern. 

1 Sec. 51. All Acts and parts of Acts, both general and 

2 special, incluaing charters of cities and towns, inconsistent 

3 with the pro"isions of this Act, are hereby repealed to the 

'1 extent of the inconsistency. 

1 Sec. 52 In order to carry out the provisions of this Act 

2 there is hereby appropriated out of the general fund the sum of 

3 twenty-fi,'e thousand dollars (~25,OOO.OO) or so much thereof as 

4 may be necessary for each year of the biennium beginning .July 

5 fir$t (lst) 1956. The money hereby appropriated shall be paid 

6 on state warrants i"sued on vouchers signed by the chief medical 

7 referee with approval of the commissioner of public safety, 

8 or by such person or persons as may be designated by the 

9 commissioner of public safety for the purpose. 


