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A BILL FOR 
An Act to create a state civil defense ageney in the Iowa 

development commission: providing for a director as head 
thereof and defining the powers and duties of the governor 
and director: providing emergency powers for the governor; 
authorizing mobile support and mutual aid units and fixing 
the rights, duties and privileges of the personnel thereof; 
creating county defense councils and defining their powers 
and duties; authorizing cities and towns to establish local 
organizations for civil defense and adopt ordinances relating 
thereto; authorizing local organizations for civil defense 
to contract for mutual aid; authorizing counties, cities 
and towns to appropriate funds regardless of the local budget 
law and authorizing counties to levy a tax to pay expenses 
of administration of defense councils; providing for the 
rights, privileges and immunities of cidl defense personnel; 
providing for penalties for violations of provisions of the 
Act and to increase penalties for certain crimes committed 
during blackouts or practice blackouts; repealing chapter 
sixty-one (61), Laws of the Fiftieth General Assembly and 
section nine (9) of chapter sixty·three (63), Laws of the 
Fifty-first General Assembly and providing for the appropriation 
of funds to carry out the purpose of this Act. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Short Title. This Act may be cited as the "Iowa 

2 Civil Defense Act of 1955". 

1 Sec. 2. Policy and Purpose. 
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2 Because of the existing and increa,ing possibilities of the 

3 occurrence of disasters of UUpt ~cedented size and destructh"eness 

4 reRulting from enemy attack. sabotage or other hostile action • 5 and in order to ingure that the state of Iowa will be adequately 

6 prepared to deal with such disasters, and generally to provide 

for the common defen,e anc! to protect the public peace, health. 

8 and safety, and to preserve the lives and property of the people 

9 of the ,tate, it ie hereby found and declared to be necessary: 

10 To create a state civil defense agency, and to create and 

11 authorize the creation of locai organizations for civil defense 

12 in the political eubdivisions of the state; 

To confer upon the governor of the state the emergency powers 

14 pro\'ided herein: and 

15 To provide for the rendering of mutual aid among the political 

16 subdivisions of the state and with other state' with reepect to 

17 the carrying out of civil defense functions. 

18 It ie further declared to be the purpose of this Act and 

19 the pelicy of the state that all civil dcf~ns~ functions of thb 

20 statl' be co-ordinated to the maximum extent with the comparable 

21 functions of the federal government including its various 

22 departments and agencies, of other states and localities. and 

23 of private agencies of every type, to the end that the most 

24 effective preparation and use may be m"de of the nation'" manpower, 

25 resources, and faCilities for dealing with any disaster that mal' 

26 occur. 

1 Sec. 3. Definitions. As used in thig Act: 
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"Civil defense" shall mean the preparation for and the 

carrying out of all functions, other than functions for which 

military forces are primarily responsible, to pre,'ent, minimize 

S. F. 104 

and repair injury and damage resulting from disasters caused by 

enemy attack, sabotage, or other hostile action. These functions 

include, without limitation, fire fighting services, police services. 

medical and health services, rescue, engineering, air raid warning 

services, telephone, telegraph. radar and radio services, radiological, 

chemical and other special weapons of defense. c\'acuation of 

persons from ~tricken areas. emergency welfare services (civilian 

wa.r aid), eme"gene}, transportation, existing or properly assigned 

functions of plant protection, temporary re~toration of public 

utility services. and other functions related to civilian protection, 

together with all other activities necessary or incidental to 

the preparation for and carrying out of the foregoing functions. 

17 

18 

19 

"Local organization for civil defense" shall mean an 

organization created by, or in accordance with, the provisions 

of t.his Act by state or local authority to perform local civil 

20 defense functions. 

21 ")Iobile support and mutual aid unit" shall mean an organization 

22 for civil defense created in accordance with the provisions of 

23 this Act by state or local authority to be dispatched by the 

24 g,wernor to supplement local organizations for civil defense in 

25 a stricken area. 

26 "Political subdivision" shalrmean county, city, and town. 

1 Sec. 4. State Civil Defense Agency. 



S. F. 104 -4-

2 There is hereby created within the Iowa development commission, 

3 a division hereinafter called the "civil defense agency" and a 

4 director of civil defense hereinafter called the "director" who 

5 shall be the head thereof. The director shall be appointed by 

6 the Iowa development commission and shall be compensated at a 

7 rate to be fixed by the commission. 

8 The dIrector, with the approval of the commission, may employ 

9 a deputy director and may employ such technical, clerical, 

10 stenographic and other personnel and fix their compensation and 

11 may make such expenditures within the appropriation therefor, or 

12 from other funds made available to him for purposes of civil 

13 defense, as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

14 The director and other personnel of the civil defense agency 

15 shall be provided with adequate office space, furniture, equipment, 

16 supplies, stationery and printing in the same manner as other 

17 statc offices and agencies are supplied. 

18 The director, "ubject to the direction and control of the 

19 commission, shall be the executive head of the civil defense 

20 agency and shall be respon"ible to the governor and the commis-

21 sion for carrying out the program for civil defense of this 

22 state. He shall co-ordinate the activities of all organizations 

2:3 for civil defense within the state, and shall maintain liaison 

24 with and co-operate with ci\'il defense agencies and organizations 

25 of other states and of the federal go\'ernment, and shall ha\'e 

26 such additional authority, duties, and regpongibilities authorized 

27 by this Act as may be assigned to him by the governor, and the 

• 

• 
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28 commission. 

1 Sec. 5. Civil Defense Powers of the governor. 

2 The governor shall have general direction and control of 

3 the civil defense agency, and shall be responsible for the carrying 

4 out of the prodsions of this Act. In the event of disaster beyond 

5 local control, he may assume direct operational control over all 

6 or any part of the civil defense functions within the state. 

7 In performing his duties under this Act, the governor is 

8 authorized to co-operate with the federal government, with other 

9 states, and with private agencies in all matters pertaining to 

10 the civil defense of this state and of the nation. 

11 In performing his duties under this Act, the governor is 

12 further authorized and empowered: 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

To make, amend, and rescind the necessary orders, rules, 

and regulations to carry out the provisions of this Act within 

the limits of the authority conferred upon him herein, with due 

consideration of the plans of the federal government. The 

provisions of chapter fifty-one (51), Laws of the Fifty-fourth 

General Assembly, shall not be applicable to the orders, rules 

and regualtions authorized by the provisions of this paragraph. 

To prepare a comprehensl\'e plan and program for the civil 

defense of this state, such plan and program to be integrated 

into and co-ordinated with the civil defense plans of the federal 

government and of other states insofar as possible, And to 

co-ordinate the preparation of plans and programs for civil 

defense by the political subdivisions of this state, such plans 
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26 to be integrated into and co·ordinated with the civil defense 

27 plan and program of this state. 

28 In accordance with such plan and program for the civil defense 

29 of this state. to procure supplies and equipment, to institute 

30 training programs and public information programs, and to take 

31 all other preparatory steps including the partial or full 

32 mobilization of civil defense organizations in advance of actual 

33 disasted, to iMure the furni;;hing of adequately trained and 

34 equipped forces of civil defense personnel in time of need. 

35 To make or establish studies and surveys of the industries, 

36 rcoourccs, and facilities in this state as may be necessary to 

37 ru;ccrtain the capabilities of the state for civil defense, and 

38 to plan the most efficient use thereof in administering the 

39 pro,·isions of this Act. 

40 On behalf of this state, to enter into mutual aid arrangements 

41 with other states and to co-ordinate mutual aid plans between 

42 political subdivisions of this state. 

43 To delegate any administrative authority vested in him under 

4J this Act, and to provide for the subdelegation of any such authority. 

45 To w·operate with the president and the heads of the armed 

46 forces, the civil defense agency of the Cnited States, and other 

47 appropriate federal officers and agencies, and with the officers 

48 and agencies of other states in matters pertaining to the civil 

49 defense of tlie state and nation, including, but not limited to, 

50 the direction or control of 

51 Aircraft observation and detection, blackouts and prac1;ice 

• 

• 
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52 blackouts, air raid drills, mobilization of civil defense forces, 

53 and other tests and exercises. 

54 Warnings and signals for drills or attacks and the mechanical 

55 devices to be used in connection therewith. 

56 The effective screening Or extinguishing of all lights and 

57 lighting devices and appliances. 

58 Shutting off water mains, gas mains, electric power connections 

59 and the suspension of all other utility ser.·ices. 

60 The conduct of civilians and the movement and cessation of 

61 movement of pedestrians and vehicular traffic prior, during, and 

62 subsequent to drills Or attack. 

6:3 Public meetings Or gatherings, and 

64 The evacuation and reception of the civilian population. 

1 Sec. 6. Emergency Powers of the governor. 

2 In the event of actual Or imminent attack, invasion, riot, 

3 sabotage, Or disaster resulting from enemy action, any statute. 

4 franchise, law, rnle or regulation within the state of Iowa to 

5 the contrary notwithstanding, the governor, upon the decision 

6 of the necessity therefor by three members of the executive council. 

7 other than the governor himself, and upon their discretion, is 

8 hereby authorized and empowered to declare that a state of 

9 emergency exists and thereafter he shall have the following 

10 emergency powers: 

11 To regulate, limit, restrict or close to traffic and public 

12 use any public highway or waterway within the state, including 

13 streets in cities and towns. 
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14 To use the property and resources of the state for the defense 

15 or war effort. 

16 To use the facilities of the state government, including the 

17 services of every officer and emplo,'ee of the state of Iowa in 

18 the performance of any service or duty relating to the defense 

19 or war effort. 

20 To lease or lend to the Vnited States of America any of the 

21 property of the state. 

22 To authorize the temporary transfer of employment of an)' 

23 of the officers and employees of the state of Iowa to the federal 

24 govern men t. 

25 Whenever in the opinion of three members of the executive 

26 council, other than the governor himself. it is necessary for the 

27 better prosecution of the defense or war effort, or whenever 

28 actual or imminent attack makes such action necessary for the 

29 protection of the public. the governor may. with the approval 

30 of tlu'ee members of the executive council. other than himself, 

31 in the name of the state of Iowa. take immediate possession of 

32 any real or personal property within the state and may use and 

33 employ the same for such time and in such manner as he shall deem 

34 best to accomplish the purposes of national defense. The taking 

35 and using of any such property shall be without prejudice to the 

36 right to just compensation as determined under Section eighteen 

37 (18). Article One (1). of the Constitution of the State of Iowa. 

SS To expend. without regard to existing statutes. in the interest 

39 of the defense and security of the citizens of the state of Iowa. 

• 

• 

• 
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40 such moneys of the state not otherwise appropriated as may be 

41 necessary to carry out the purpose and intent of the provisions 

42 of this section . 

1 Sec. 7. ;l;fobile SuppQrt and Mutual Aid Gnits. 

2 The director is authorized to create and establish such number 

3 of mobile support and mutual aid units as may be necessary to 

4 reinforce ci ... il defense organizations in stricken areas and with 

5 due consideration of the plans of the federal government and other 

6 states. He shall appoint a commander for each unit who shall have 

7 primary responsibility for its organization, administration and 

8 operation. Such units shall be called to duty upon orders of 

9 the governor Or director and shall perform their functions in 

10 any part of the state, Or, upon the conditions specified in this 

11 section, in other states. 

12 Personnel of such units while on duty, whether within or 

13 without the state, shall: 

14 If they are employees of the state, have the powers, duties, 

15 rights, privileges, and immunities and receh'e the compensation 

16 incidental to their regular employment. 

17 If they are employees of a political subdivision of the state, 

18 and whether serving within or without such political subdh'ision, 

19 have the powers, duties, rights, privileges and immunities and 

20 receive the compensation incidental to their regular employment: and 

21 If they are not employees of the state or a political sub-

22 division thereof, be entitled to compensation by the state at a 

23 rate comparable to the average basic daily pay for the same type 
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24 of employment of those in the unit who are from political SUbdivisions, 

9-_" and to the same rights and immunities as are provided by law for 

26 the employees of thi" state, All personncI of ,uch units shall, 

27 while on dutv, be subject to the operational control of the authority 

21; in charge of 6\'il d~fQnse activl!ies in the area ill which they 

29 are serving, and ,hall be reimbursed fo,' all actual and necegsary 

30 travel and subsistence expense" 

31 The state shall reimburse political subdivisions for the 

32 compensation palll and actual and necessary travel, subsistence 

33 and maintenance expellse:; of employees of such political subdi,'isions 

34 while on duty with such units, and for all payments for death. 

35 disability or injury of such employees incurred in the course of 

36 such duty, but payments shall not exceed the maximum payments 

37 provided [or under the schedule of the payments of Iowa Workmen's 

38 Compensation Laws, and for all losses of, or damages to, supplieR 

39 and equipment of such political subdhisions resulting from the 

40 operation of such units while on active duty at the call of the 

41 governor, 

1 Sec, 8, County Defense Councils, 

2 There is hereby created in each county in the statQ a county 

::; defense council whose jurisdiction shall apply to the c()unty in 

4 which it i:; located and which shall be designated as "-----

5 County Defense Council", each such council bearing the name of 

6 its own county. A defense council having already been created 

7 in each of the counties and in certain cities of the state through 

8 the efforts of the Iowa de,'elopment commission, in co-operation 

• 

• 
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9 with the federal civil defense administration of the United States, 

10 each of such county and local councils shall continue their existence 

11 under the provisions of this Act, but if it has not already 

12 done so, each county shall increase its membership to include 

13 the chainnan of the board of supervisors of such county and the 

14 mayor of each city and incorporated town within such county. 

15 The membership otherwise shall be determined in size by the county 

16 council itself and shall include such representative citizens 

17 of such county as may be deemed necessary to represent all parts 

18 of the county, its citizenry and its interests. In no e\'ent shall 

19 the county council be composed of less than twelve members, at 

20 lease five (5) of whom shall be llonholders of public office. 

21 Any member of a county defense council may be removed by its 

22 chainnan or by the council itself for failure or refusal to act. 

23 The chainnan of any county or local defen~e council may be removed 

24 by the governor for his failure or refusal to act, neglect of 

25 his duties, or misconduct in office. In the event of a vacancy 

26 in the office of chairman of a county defense council, the governor 

27 shall till such vacancy. The members of county defense councils 

28 shall serve without pa~' or renumeration of any kind. 

1 Sec. 9. Power and Duties of County Defense Councils. 

2 A county defense council shall, under the direction of the 

3 state director, within its county be authorized and empowered: 

4 To co-operate with the state civil defense agency, the 

5 president of the United States and any federal department or 

6 agency having to do with civil or with military defense or 
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7 preparedness. 

8 To co-operate with similar defense agencies of other counties 

9 or states. 

10 To provide and maintain within its jurisdiction such adequate 

11 control centers. air raid warning systems, and facilities for 

12 the transmission of warnings :IS may meet with the approval of 

13 the state director. 

14 To organize and maintain adequate defense units for services 

15 and activities relating to bacteriological, radiological, chemical 

16 Or any other type of enemy attack. 

17 It shall be the duty of the county defense council to assist 

18 in the organi:<ation and continued operation of any local defense 

19 organization in any cit,' or town within the county. 

20 To supervise and correlate all defense activities within the 

21 county in order to avoid duplication of effort to bring about 

22 efficiency. 

23 In conjunction with and under the direction of the state 

24 director to carry out within the county the provisions of sections 

25 fh'e (5) and six (6) of this Act. 

26 To carry out and enforce such rules, orders and regulations 

27 as may be directed by the state director for the protection and 

28 defense of the lives and property of all citizens of Iowa. 

29 To maintain an office for its headquarters and for the 

30 preservation of its records and property, and to employ such full 

31 time clerical help or other assistance as may be necessarY for 

32 the proper functioning of the council, to fix the compensation 

• 
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33 of such employees and to make such other expenditures for services, 

34 supplies, rent and expense as may be necessary. 

35 To appoint civil defense wardens and auxiliary police and 

36 all wardens and auxiliary police so appointed by a county or 

37 local defense council, while on duty shali have the power and 

38 authority to make arrest for any violation of this Act. 

1 Sec. 10. Local Organization for Civil Defense. 

2 Any city or town, regardless of its plan or form of organization, 

3 is hereby authorized to establish a local organization for civil 

4 defense with the approval of the county defense council and the 

5 state director, if found to be in accordance with the state 

6 civil defense plan and program. Each such organization shall 

7 have a local defense council and director. The director shall 

8 be appointed by the executive officer .of the city or town subject 

9 to the prior approval of the state director. The local defense 

10 coullcil shall have the direct responsibility for the organization, 

11 administration, and operation of such organization, whose duty 

12 it shall be to perform all such defense functions provided for 

13 in this Act within the territorial limits of the city or town 

14 within which it is organized and, in addition, shall conduct such 

15 functions outside of such territorial limits as may be required 

16 pursuant to the pro\'isions of section twelve (12) of this Act. 

17 Any local organization for civil defense in any city or town on 

18 the effective date of this Act which has been recognized under 

19 section eight (8) hereof shall continue to exist and be controlled 

20 by the provisions of this section. The members of local defense 
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21 councils ,hall ~erve without payor remuneration of any kind. 

1 Sec. 11. Ordinances. 

2 The governing bodies of cities and town~, regardles of the 

3 plan or form of organization, are hereby authorized and empowered to 

4 enact ordinances not in c'onfiict with the prO\'islOns of thi, Act 

5 pertaining to local civil defense. 

1 Sec. 12. ;\Iutual Aid Arrangements. 

2 The director of each local organi,-ation for civil defense 

:; may. in collaboration with other public and pri"ate agencies 

4 within this state, develop or cause to be de\'eloped mutual aid 

5 arrangementg for reciprocal civil defense aid and dssistance in 

6 Case of disaster too great to be dealt with una"isted. Such 

7 arrangements ;;hall be consistent with the state civil defense 

8 plan and program, and in time of disaster it shall be the duty 

9 of each local organization for civil defense to render assistance 

10 in accordance with the provision~ of such mutual aid arrangementg. 

1 Sec. 13. Immunity and Exemption. 

2 All functions hereunder and all other activities relating 

3 to civil defenge arc hereby declared to be governmental functions. 

4 Neither the state nor any politIcal gubdivision thereof nor other 

5 agencies of the state of political subdivisions thereof. nor. 

6 except in case.~ of willful mi,conduct, gross negligence, or bad 

7 faith. any civil defense worker complying with Or reasonably 

8 attempting to comply with this Act, or allY order, rule or rel':ulation 

9 promulgated purguantto the provisions of this Act. Or pursuant 

10 to any ordinance relating to black·out or other precutionary 

• 

• 
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11 measures enacted by any political 5ubdi\'ision of the state. shall 

12 be liable for the death of or injury to persons, or for damage 

13 to property, as a result of any such activity. The provisions • 14 of this section shall not affect the right of any person to rceive 

15 benefits to which he would otherwise be entitled under this Act, 

16 or under the \Vorkman's Compensation Law. or under any pension 

17 law. nor the right of any such person to receh'e any benefits 

18 or compensation under any Act of Congress. 

19 Any requirement for a IicellRe to practice any profession. 

20 mechanical or other skill shall not apply to any authorized civil 

• 21 defense worker who shall, in the course of performing his duties 

22 as such, practice such professional. mechanical at other skill 

23 during a civil defense emergency. 

24 As used in thi> section the term civil defense worker shall 

25 include any full or part-time paid, ,'olunteer or auxiliary emplo)'ee 

26 of this state. or other states, territories, possessions or the 

27 District of Columbia, of the federal government. 0)' any neighboring 

28 country, or of any political subdivision thereof. or of any agency 

29 or organization, performing civil defense services at any place 
~ :\~. ;.';: 

'.'~ ,- : 30 in this state subject to the order or control of, or pursuant 

31 to a request of, the state government or any political subdivision 

32 thereof. 

33 Any civil defense worker, as defined in this section, performing • 34 civil defense services at any place in this state pursuant to 

35 agreements, compacts or arrangements for mutual aid and assistance, 

36 to which the state or a political subdivision thereof is a party, 
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37 shall possess the same powers, duties, immunities and privileges 

38 he would ordinarily possess if performing his duties in the state, 

39 province or political subdivision thereof in which normally employed 

40 or rendering services. 

1 Sec. 14. Limitation of Liability. 

2 Any person owning or controlling real estate or other premises 

:3 who voluntarily and without compensation grants a license or 

4 privilege, or otherwise permits the designation or use of the 

5 whole or any part or parts of such real estate or premises for 

6 the purpose of sheltering persons during an actual, impending, 

7 mock Or practice attack shall, together with his successors in 

8 interest, if any. not be civilly liable for negligently causing 

9 the death of, or injury to, any person on or about such real 

10 estate Or premises for loss of. or damage to. the property of 

11 such person. 

12 Kothing contained herein shall be construed to authorize 

13 any county. defense council. local defense council. officer Or 

14 personnel thereof. to incur indebtedness binding upon the st>!te, 

15 county. city or town. 

1 Sec. 15. Authority to Levy Tax. 

2 The board of supervisors of each county, upon formal request 

3 of the county civil defense council. is hereby authorized to levy 

4 a tax each year upon all taxable real and personal property. including 

5 monies and credits. within the county of not more than one-half (1/2) 

6 of one mill. the proceeds of such tax to be used in the financing 

7 of the activities of the county civil defense council and of 

• 

• 

• 
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local and municipal civil defense councils within the county working 

in co-operation with the county civil defense council. The proceeds 

of this tax shall be held in a special fund to be entitled "county 

civil defense fund" and shall be used only for the purpose of 

paying the expenses and cost of operation of the county civil 

defense council, its organization and for the purpose of assisting 

in the financing of local or municipal civil defense councils, 

within the county which co-operate with the county ci,j] defense 

council. All disbursements shall be made upon warrants drawn 

by the county auditor against such fund upon written authority 

18 of the chairman of the county civil defense council. 

19 A levy made under the provisions of this subsection shall 

20 be made by th" county board of supervisors at the time required 

21 by law for the making of other county levies. 

22 Warrants may be issued by authol'ity Qf the county civil defense 

23 cQuncil after the date such a levy has been made in anticipation 

24 of receipts therefrom and such warrants shall be handled m the 

25 manner Pl'escribed by chapter seventy-four (74) Code of Iowa, 1954. 

26 Any funds remaining in any county civil defense fund or 

27 in the possession of any local civil defense council. which were 

28 derived from the tax provided for herein, shall revert to the 

29 county general fund at the expiration of this Act . 

1 Sec. 16, The local budget and control law and statutes 

2 relative to annual appropriations to the contralJ' notwithstanding, 

3 the hoard of supervisors of each county, upon the request of the 

4 county defense council, is hereby authorized in its discretion, 
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5 after the effective date of this Act to transfer from any fund 

6 Or funds which it may ha\'e on hand. to the county civil defense 

7 fund such $Urns a., are deemed necessary to pay the expenses and 

8 COgt of operation of the defense units within the county. as 

9 authorized by this Act. 

10 The local budget and control law and statutes relative to 

11 annual appropriations to the contrary and notwithstanding. the 

12 governing body of each city Or town upon the request of the local 

1:3 defense council is hereby authorized in its discretion after the 

14 effective date of this Act to transfer from any fund or funds 

15 which it may have on hand such sums as are found necessary to 

16 pay the expenses and co.t of operation of the local or municipal 

17 civil defense council. 

1 Sec. 17. Allocations to Local Councils. 

2 The county civil defense council is hereby authorized to 

:3 allocate to local Or city civil defense councils from the county 

4 civil defense fund such amounts as it may deem necessar,' upon 

5 presentation by the local civil defense council of its needs but 

6 it shall make no such alloc<1tion until all local ci\'i1 defense 

7 councils within the county have been given an opportunity to 

8 request allocation of funds from the count ... civil defense fund. 

9 All expenditureg of funds derived from taxation and recei\'ed by 

10 a local or municipal civil defense council shall be expended in 

11 accordance with rules and regulations to be prescribed by the 

12 state director of civil defense and a proper accounting shall be 

13 made to the county civil defense council of expenditures of 

• 
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14 allocated funds. 

1 Sec. 18. Sales and L'se Tax Exemption. 

2 Purchases by state, county and local or municipal civil defense 

3 councils shall be exempt from the taxes imposed by sections four 

4 hundred twenty-two point three (422.3) and four hundred twmty-three 

5 point two (423.2), Code of Iowa, 1954. 

1 Sec. 19. L'tilization of Existing Services and Facilities. 

2 In carrying out the provisions of this Act, the governor, director 

3 and the executil'e officers or governing bodies of the political 

4 subdivisions of the state are directed to utilize the services, 

5 equipment, supplies and facilities of existing departments, 

6 offices, and agencies of the state and of the political subdivi-

7 sion thereof to the maximum extent practicable, and the officers 

8 and personnel of all such departments, offices, and agencies are 

9 directed to co-operate with and extend such services and facilities 

10 to the governor and to the civil defense organizations of the 

11 state upon request. 

1 Sec. 20. Political Activity Prohibited. 

2 1\0 organization for civil defense established under the authority 

3 of this Act shall participate in an~; form of political activity, 

4 nor shall it be employed directly or indirectly for political 

5 purposes. 

1 Sec. 21. Civil Defense Personnel. 

2 No person shall be employed Or associated in any capacity 

3 in any ch'il defense organization established under this Art, 

4 who advocates or has advoeated a change by force or violence in 
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5 the constitutional form of the government of the United States. 

6 or of thi, state or the overthrow of any government in the 1.:nited 

7 States by force or violence. Or who has been convicted of or is 

8 under ilJdictment or infomlation charging any suhversive act against 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

the United State;;. Each person who is appointed to sen'e in an 

organization for civil defense shall. before entering upon his 

duties. take an oath in writing. before a person authorized to 

administer oaths in this state. which oath shall be ,ub;;tantially 

as follows: 

"I. . . ........................ do solemnly swear (or affirm) 

that I will support and defend the constitution of the 1.:nited 

States and the constitution of the state of Iowa. againgt all 

enemies. foreign and domestic; that I will hear true faith and 

allegiance to the same: that I take this obligation freely. with· 

out any mental reservation or purpose of evasion: and that I will 

well and faithfully discharge the duties upon which I am about 

to enter. 

"And I do further swear (or affirm) that I do not advocate. 

nor am I a member of :lilY political party or organization that 

advocates the overthrow of tlie government of the United States 

25 or of this state by force or "iolence: and that during such time 

26 as I am a member of the (name of civil defense organization), 

27 I will not advocate nor become a member of any political party 

28 or organization that advocates the overthrow of the government 

29 of the United States or of this state by force or violence." 

1 Sec. 22. Enforcement. 

• 

• 
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. 2 It shall be the duty of every organization for civil defense 

3 established pursuant to this Act, and of the officers thereof, 

4 to execute and enforce such orders, rules and regulations made 

5 by the governor, or undel' his authority. 

1 Sec. 23. General Violation and Penalties. 

2 Except as hereinafter provided, any person violating any 

3 provisions of this Act, or any rule, order or regulation made 

4 pursuant to and under authority of this Act, shall be guilty of 

5 committing a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof be punished 

6 by a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars ($100.00) or imprisonment 

7 in the county jail not exceeding thirty days (30) Or by both 

8 such nne and imprisonment. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Sec. 24. Special Violations and Penal tieR. 

Whenever by order of the governor, the state director, county 

or local defense council, a blackout or practice blackout is 

proclaimed in any county, city, town or other area in the state, 

during the designated period and in the designated area, it shall 

be unlawful for any person to display any light or to use an, 

street, alley or highway without the permission of the governor, 

state director, county or local defense council ordering and 

proclaiming the blackout or practice blackout, and the willful 

display of any light without such permission shall constitute 

a misdemeanor and shall be punishable by a fine of not more than 

one hundred dollars ($100.00) or by imprisonment in the county 

jail for not more than thirty days, and if such unlawful act 

herein prohibited is perpetrated in time of actual invasion or 
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15 attack, it shall constitute the crime of treason and shall be 

16 punishable as such as defined by the statutes of the state of Iowa. 

1 Sec. 25. Penalties Increased for Certain Crimes. 

2 Whosoever shall be convicted of the crime of robbery. larceny 

3 from a building, larceny from the person, breaking and entering 

4 a building for the purpose of committing a crime, assault with 

5 a dead Iv '\"eapon, grand larceny. arson, rape or assault with intent 

6 to commit a fdony, when such crime has been committed in any 

7 area in which a blackout or practice blackout is in effect, or 

8 during an actual air raid Or enemy attack, shall be sentenced 

9 to the penitentiary for life, or to a term of years at the 

10 discretion of the court. Sentence for any term of years may be 

11 imposed under this Act, provisions of the indeterminate sentence 

12 law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

1 Sec. 26. Administrative Appropriation. 

2 There is hereby appropriated from the general fund of the 

3 state, from funds not otherwi~e appropriated, fol' each year of 

4 the biennium ending June 30, 1957, the sum of thirty-seven thousand 

5 five hundred dollars ($37,500.00) or so much thereof as is necessary 

6 for the state personnel and administrative expenses, including 

7 personal equipment for the state or local workers in state units 

8 of the state civil defense agency. 

1 Sec. 27. Repea I. 

2 Chapter sixty-one (61), Laws of the Fiftieth General Assembly, 

3 and section nine (9) of chapter sixty-three (63), Laws of the 

4 Fifty-first General Assembly are hereby repealed. 

• 
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1 See. 28. Liberality of Construction. 

2 This Act shall be construed liberally and in accordance with 

3 the definition:; and provisions of the Federal Ch'il Defense Act 

4 of 1950 known as Public Law 920, Eighty-first Congress, Second 

5 Session, approved January 12, 1951. 

1 See. 29. 

2 If any of the provisions of this Act shall be held invalid 

:3 or unconstitutional, such invalidity Or unconstitutionality shall 

4 not affect other provisions of this Act, and to these ends the 

5 provisions of this Act are declared to be severable. 

1 Amend Senate File 104 by striking therefrom sections 
2 15 and 16, an~ renumbering the remaining sections. 
3 . Amend ~he tltle of Senate File 104 by striking from 
4 !tnes 11, : ... 1~ ~nd 14 thereof the following; "authoriz
o mg COunties, CttJes and towns to appropria.te funds 
6 regardless ot the local budget law and authorizing cOlmt:ieJ 
'i to lev! a tax to pay expenses of administration of 
8 councIls;" 

February 10, 1955. 

By W.U,TER, WHIT&Hflli> VAN 
\VElSS, WATSON of ' 
~l:LSo:,: and 
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