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February 14, 1955. 
Appropriation. 

H. J. R. 12 
By TAX REVISIO:-< COM~IITTEE. 

Passed House, Date ................................. _ ..... . 

Vote: Aye.s ...................... Nays .. _ .... ____ .. 

Passed Senate, Date ............................... _._ .. . 

Vote: Ayes ..................... Nays ....................... . 

Approved ........................................................... . 

A BILL FOR 
A Joint Resolution proposing to create a special committee to 

make a study of taxation embracing the adequacy and equity 
of the entire structure of state, county, municipal, and 
school methods of raising revenues, to make special 
inquiries into the present system of taxation, to make a 
study of the equalization of real and personal property 
assessments and exemptions throughout the state as between 
the various counties of the state and the various taxing 
districts of the state, to study the question of revision 
or improvement in the present laws relating to the public 
revenues of the state and its various political subdivisions 
and to make such recommendations to the governor and the 
next session of the legislature as may be decided upon by 
the committee. 

Be It Resolved by the General Assembly of the State oj Iowa: 

1 Section L A special committee is hereby created to be 

2 known as the Iowa taxation study committee which shall be a 

3 bipartisan committee of nine (9) members, three of whom shall 

4 be members of the house appointed by the speaker of the house, 

5 three of whom shall be members of the senate appointed by the 

6 president of the senate, and three outside the legislature of 

7 whom shall be appointed by the governor of Iowa. 

1 Sec. 2. The committee shall have full power and authority 

2 to investigate. inquire into and examine all matters relating 
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3 to the adequacy and equity of the provisions for revenue for 

<1 the stdte gO\ ernment and cities and towns, counties, and 

5 ~chool districts of Iowa, and ,hall make re<:ommcndations for • (; challge' d.;emed addsable for the equalization of taxes for 

7 the support of the gtate or other political subdivisions, and 

II in general to inquire into and examine every mattcr and thing 

9 whatsoever aITecting the providing of revenue for governmental 

J 0 purpo,e, in Iowa, and the administration of laws relating to 
• , 

11 taxation. 

12 Activitie, of the committee shall cover, among other things, 

1:~ the following' 

14 a. The present as-;es,ment system and methods of equalization 

15 of individual agsessments uetween the various taxing 

16 districts and counties; 

J 7 b. The entire present system of exemptions, credits, and 

18 deductions with regpect to all taxes; 

19 c. The methods of raising revenues from all othel' 

20 possible sources thi'" the taxation of real and personal 

2J property. the effects of such method, upon the sources 

22 them,c1\'cs, and the stability of such re\'enues in the 

2:1 future, 

2'1 d. The entire system of state aid. to local ta-xing bodies 

25 and possible replacement of direct propel'ty le\'ies as 

26 a gouree of re\'enue for local purposes. • 
1 Sec. 3. Said committee shall choose a chairman from its 

2 members, adopt rules for conduct of its proceedings, and is 
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3 hereby empowered to employ a secretary and such other employees 

4 as are necessary for the proper conduct of the business of the 

6 

7 

8 

5 committee. It is hereby empowered also to employ such expert 

assistance as rna,' be deemed necessary for the studies and in­

vestigations herein authorized including the employment of 

recognized survey agencies to assist the committee in arriving 
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at its conclusions. The committee may hold public hearings, 

may subpoena witnesses and compel the production of books, 

documents or papers, pertaining to its investigations. 

Witnesses shall be entitled to witness fees and to actual 

traveling expenses while attending upon the committee. such 

expenses to be audited and approved by the committee, but no Iowa 

public employee shall be entitled to witness fees. but may be 

allowed actual and necessary expenses. The committee shall have 

access to all public records and shall be given the cooperation 

of all public officials and shall generally have all the powers 

of a joint legislative committee. The committee may at any 

time Or from time to time be divided into subcommittees of one 

or more members, any of said subcommittees having the power to 

hold hearings and conduct investigations in an)' part of the 

state. The committee may also, if deemed necessary, cause 

studies to be made of taxation systems and administration in 

other states, and may designate, if necessary, subcommittees for 

the purpose of studying revenue methods in other states than 

Iowa. The committee or any member thereof, Or the secretary of 

the committee, shall have the power to administer oaths. 
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1 Sec. 4. The committee shall have the cooperation of the 

2 state tax commission and its counsel in the perfonnance of its 

3 duties and shall be authorized to call upon any department of 

4 the state government. including stste educational institutions, 

5 for assistance in the obtaining of information deemed useful 

6 to the committee. 

1 Sec. 5. Should any vacancy occur in the committee, the 

2 governor is empowered to fill it by appointment. in case the 

3 vacancy is that of a member appointed by him. In case of a 

4 \'acancy in the legislative membership, the vacancy shall be 

5 filled by the appointment from the representative body to which 

6 such member of the committee belonged. by the speaker of the 

7 house or president of the senate, as the case may be. lIIembers 

8 of the committee shall be reimbursed for the actual and 

9 necessary expenses incurred by them in the discharge of their 

10 duties. Members of the committee appointed by the governor 

11 shall receive a compensation of twenty dollars ($20.00) per 

12 day for days actually engaged in work of the committee. 

13 Legislative members of the committee shall receive as 

14 compensation such amounts as the Fifty-seventh General Assembly 

15 may allow. The committee shall have power to fix the 

16 compensation of its secretary and other assistants and shall 

17 be provided a suitable office for the conduct of its 

18 investigations by the state executive council. 

1 Sec. 6. The committee shall be appointed as promptly as 

2 possible after the enactment of this measure and shall organize 
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as soon thereafter as possible. It shall make its final report, 

including drafts of proposed bills, to the governor on or before 

January 1, 1956; provided, however, the governor may authorize 

such extension8 of time to the committee as are necessary. 

Thereupon the governor shall cause to be printed the necessary 

number of copies of said report including drafts of proposed 

bills and cause copies of the same to be mailed to members of 

the General Assembly as soon as such report has been completed, 

the expeMe thereof to be paid from funds herein appropriated. 

The committee shall be discharged from its duties when it has 

submitted its final report to the governor and the legislature. 

The gO"ernor is hereby requested within thirty (30) days after 

the final report is submitted to call a special session of the 

General Assembly for consideration of the report of the special 

committee and for only such other action as the governor may 

18 recommend. 

1 Sec. 7. There is hereby appropriated frOm any funds of the 

2 state treasury not othel'wise appropriated, the sum of thirty 

3 thousand ($30,000) dollars, or sO much thereof as may be 

4 necessary, to can'y out the proposals of this act and for 

5 compensation and expenses of such committee and its members 

6 as herein provided, to be paid out of the state treasury on 

7 vouchers to be approved by the chairman or secretary uf the 

8 committee and audited according to law. 

1 Sec. 5. This act, being deemed of immediate importance, 

2 shall take effect and be in full force from and after its 
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3 passage and publication in .............. __ ............. , a 

4 newspaper published at ........ _ ......... _ .... __ ........ , Iowa, and in 

5 ......• a newspaper published at 

6 ........................• lowa. 

EXPLAXATiON OF H. J. R. 12 

Th~ House joint l"~lution pro,"idt"S fOT a ')peciisl ux committee tQ study the whole 
field of Iowa tax .action on hoth the 10(;::u and !:.tate levels. The principal objective of 
the !:.tudy is the <Idequa.cy and equity of our variolr.:> Iowa taxes. 

The powers of the committee arc tho:-',e (If the uc.ual legi.slativ~ in,<;estigatm~ comn-.it­
tee, It~ dutie~ IOdudC" i:;ubmJ')sion of a final report to the goY~rnor and the legisiatut"e, 
and prept\ratlOn of n~es;::3.ry tax bills to impit.·ment its T0<.:ommendations. for consider. 
alum of the legil:liuture. The governor is reqU€ilted to call a tSpecia.l ::.e~i()n of the legis· 
lsture fN th~ purpo!:£ of considcrin~ the propo~ed bills. An appropriation of $30,000 
i.':\ provided for. 

Amend Boust! Joint Re~olt.:tion 12, s~('ti(ln s~\"en {"n,line:-~ two (2) 
2 .:wl three (J J hy striking the words and rigure') "!-hirty thou;53nd 
'1 ($10,000)" and !nsclting in l!eu tl1ereof the ,,,·ord.., ar.d figures 
1 ·"w.r.:y thous.nd (.20.000,'. 

Filed 
March \0, 1:)55 oy CO:\fMIITCE OS ApPRorRIATIO:-'S. 
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