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:llarch 28, 1955. 
Pa,scd on File 

House File 537 
By CO:lEllITTEE 0:-'; ELECTIO!'S, POLITICAL 

A::-<D JUDICIAL DISTRICTS. 

Passed Hou~e, Date .... ~ .. "'_.C .. /.3.".;.::.:J..;;: .. .. , 
VOle: Ayes ....... 7'.¥-.:.... Xays Q ......... .. 

Pas~ed Senate. Date .. ./;~ ... : .. £ .. <i!.~t.-... .!.t?s~~ ... . 
v ' 

\'ot~· Ayes ...... /lI .. .:-:a)'5.0 .. 

Approved ........................................................... . 

A BILL FOR 
An ,'.ct to repeal Senate File Seventy-four (74). A~\s of the 

Fifly-sixth General Assembly, and to enact a substitute 
therefor relatIng to the giVing of time off to employees to 
,'ote at a general election. 

Be It Enact.d by the General Assembll/ 0; the State oj Iowa' 

1 Section 1. Senate File Seventy.four (74), Act:, of the 

2 Fifty-sixth General Assembly, is hereby repealed and Ihe 

3 following is enacted 1Il lieu thereof: 

4 "Any person entitled to vote at a general election in this 

5 state who does not have (3) consecutive hours in the period 

G eetween the time of the opening and the bme of the closing nf 

I the polls during which he is not required to be present at work 

8 for an employer, shall be entitled to such time off from h" work 

9 time to "ote as wlll III addition to his non·working time total 

10 three(3) consecuti"e hour;; during the time the po!},; are open. 

11 Application by any employee of such absence shall be madt 

12 Individually and in writing prior to the date ot the ekction, 

l~ and the employer shall designate the period of time to be taken. 

14 Such \'oter shall not be liable to any penalty nor :;hall any 
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15 deduction be made from his regular salary or wage> on account of 

16 such absence .... 

EXPLAKATIO:-I OF H. F. 537 

Scnot~ File 74 "as amended In the Senate. passed by the Senate, pl1sF-ed by the 
II()U~~. nnd !;igncd by the Governor, and it was not di:.covered until retE-ntly thal thl.. 
1ane-uage thereC)f 11:\ lncoherent and ambi~uous. and thut ther~ b= a doubt as to the 
menn:ng thereof. It is the intention of this hill, as it was of Senate File 74, to ciarify 
the pro\"bdons of section .19 109, Code 1954. the old law, relative to tim.,. otT to vote 
for employee!' 

The I()\\n Supreme Court ruled on October 14. 1954, in the Lase of LOlcntzen v 
De ... rt> :\lauufncturing Co., 66 :So W. Reporter 2nd 499, that employt'es \\ ho rCQuc:-.te<i 
it wer ... I:::nlitlcd to two hoyrs lim~ off to vote with full pay e'"en though they had 
limpll:c' tim+-! of their own in whi<;h to vote. Th~ old law \\'a" enacted III APlll, 18~Z, by 
the 2·lth General Assembly at a time whctl employment condit.ion;:; \\H+-! very different 
flom today. The old law provide<! for two hours time to vote. Thi:5 bill p!oviccs that 
,: lin employCt! docs not have three full hours of his own time wlthltl whlCh to vote 
dut'mJ.': the tlm(o the polls are open, he sh&lI be given such additiomd time flom his 
work timE! us together \\;th his free time will total three cons~utive hours during the 
time the polls lue open. The polls are open in cih~s where there is Tl:c'gl;:;tl'!llion from 
7'00 a m to 8.00 p.m. and elsewhere from 8:00 3.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
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