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February 16. 1955. 
Judiciary 2. 

Passed House, Date .:T11 ..... "~""-' .. j; .... J'7,;,::,-:: .. 

Vote: Ayes...................... Nays ..................... . 

Passed Senate, Date ......................................... . 

Vote: Ayes ...................... Nays ................... .. 

Approved .......................................................... .. 

A BILL FOR 

House File 355 
By TABOR. 

An Act to legalize a contract for sale and authorizing the issuance 
of a patent to the Northwest Quarter (NW%,) of the Southeast 
Quarter (SEt'!.) of Section thirty-three (33) in Township sixty
eight (68) north, range twent;'-four (24) west of the fifth 
(5th) P. :VI.. in Decatur County. Iowa. 
WHEREAS, the state of Iowa for the use and benefit of the 

permanent school fund. acquired title to the following described 
lands: 

The northwest quarter (NW1!d of the southeast qual-te~ (SEIA) 
of section thirty-three (33) in township sixty-eight (68) north. 
range twenty-four (24) west of the fifth (5th) p, M .. in Decatur 
County, Iowa; and. 

WHEREAS. it appears that the state of Iowa, for the usc and 
benefit of the permanent school fund, acquired the abo\'e-described 
premi;;es by a warranty deed executed by Eva Sinclair and John H. 
Sinclair. her husband. dated !\fay 23, 1940, based On a school.fund 
mortgage executed by E"a Sinclair and J. H, Sinclair, her 
husband, on December 14, 1914; and, 

WHEREAS, it appears that a contract of sale of the foregoing 
described premises was executed by the county auditor of Decatur 
County, Iowa, April 12, 1944, to Ruth l\ierle Powell who executed a 
deed of the above-described premises to Miles F. Phelps, dated 
January 24.1952; and 

WHEREAS, it does not appear of record that the county auditor 
or county board of supervisors of Decatur County complied with the 
provisions of the law governing the sale of scbool lands in 
contracting to sell the aforesaid described property to the said 
Ruth :Vlerle Powell in that there is no showing of record that: 

(a) The county board of supervisors of Decatur County 
passed a resolution providing for the sale of said property and 
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directing and authorIzing the tru:,tee' of the township to appraise 
the value of said property; 

(b) Th,> trustees of the tow n~hip certified to the ,aid 
county board of supervi.,or, their appraiRement thereof finding 
alld fixing the \'alue of said property and action of the board 

thereon. 
(c) The county auditor po,ted notice and adverti.ed ,aid 

property for s"le dt public auction to the highest and best bidder 
therefor as pro\'ided by statute. 

(d) The countv auditor expost'd, offered for 5ale and 'truck 
off Raid property to the highest and best bidder therefor; and, 

WHEREAS, the said Ruth ~l"rle Powell, her assigns or grantees 
have been in open, actual, notorious and adverse poS$ession of 
said land:; at all time~ Rince the execution of the contract for 
,ale OIl the 12th da)' of April, 1944; and, 

WHEREAS, the state of Iowa has no claims upon said property 
adverse to th<),e of the said Ruth ~Ierle Powell, her dssigns or 
grantees. and it appears that the said Ruth :VIerJe Powell, her 
a5signs or grantees are entitled to a patent conveying the 
foregoing described property to her, her a"igns or grantees 
upon payment of all "ums due or to become due under the contract 
for sale. now, thel'efore, 

lie It Enaded by th. General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. The contract for sale executed by the county 

2 auditor of Decatur County, Iowa, to Ruth :Vlerle Powell all the 12th 

3 day of April, 194-1, for the sale of the following described 

4 property, to wit; 

5 The northwest quarter (NW~j) of the southeast quarter (SE l'i) 

6 of section thirty-three (33) in township sixty-eight (68) north, 

i range twenty-four (24) west of the fifth (5th) P. M., in Decatur 

8 County, Iowa, is hereby legalized, valirlated and confirmed. 

1 Sec. 2. The auditor of Decatur County, Iowa, is hereby 

2 authorized, empowered and directed to issue a certificate of 
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purchase and of final payment, which certificate shall contain 

reference to this Act, to Ruth :ll<,rle Powell, her heirs, grantees 

or assigns for the following described property, to-wit: 

The northwest quarter (~W%,) of the southeast quarter (SEVl,) 

of aectian thirty-three (33) in township sixty-eight (68) north, 

range twenty-four (24) west of the fifth (5th) P. :>1., in Decatur 

County, Iowa, upon payment of all sums due or to become due upon 

the contract for sale of said property, and when the same has been 

transmitted to the secretary of ~tate. the go\'ernor and the 

secretary of state are hereby authorized, empowered and directed 

to issue a patent to the said Ruth Merle Po"'ell, her heirs, 

grantees or a:;signs for the use and benefit of the successive 

15 owner" of said land. 

EXPLA::\ATIO~ OF H. F. 355 

Thit\ bIll is for the pUrpo:;t! of legalizing n (;ontr:-J.(;t for sale of ci:!rtain bod in Dcentur 
County and for the legalization of the acts of the county auditor dnd the board of ~uper
.... Il',or:-$ in connection lhertc'with and anthorlzing the issuance of II p.u~nt to such lands . 
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