
• 

• 

February 16, 1955. 
Passed on File. 

House File 349 
By COMMITTEE 01\ JVDICIARY 1. 

Passed House, Date .. :1:11;';"~./_~)..I'1_~:>_~ 
Vote: Ayes __ ......... '1.!/..... Nays ... ~____________ 73 - r 

Passed Senate, Date ..... ~,_f..'_;;ZrJqS}-
Vote: Ayes .......... .??.:: ... : Nays __ . __ .1 ___________ _ 
Approved ................ ____ ._ .. ___ . ____________ ... ____ ........... . 

A BILL FOR 
An Act authorizing the compiling and analysis of statistics 

relating to the judicial system of the state of Iowa. 

Be It Enacted by the General A.ssembly of the State of la,ea: 

1 Section 1. There is hereby established in the office of 

2 the clerk of the supreme court the position of statistician of 

3 the judicial department. The statistician shall be appointed 

4 and receive a salary fixed by and hold office at the pleasure 

5 of the chief justice of the supreme court. 

1 Sec. 2. The statistician, with the approval of the chief 

2 justice, sh?l1 appoini,andlx the compensation of such assistants 

3 as are necessary to enable him to perform the powers and duties 

4 "ested in him. While holding such position, neither the 

5 statistician nor his assistants shall practice law in any of the 

6 courts of this state. 

1 Sec. 3. The chief justice may designate. to serve at his 

2 pleasure. a justice of the supreme court as his assistant in 

3 connection with the work of the statistician. Cnder the direction 

4 of the chief justice and his assistant the statistician shall: 

5 1. Collect and compile statistical and other data and make 

-/ :: .:; 
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6 reports of the business transacted by the court;;; 

'; 2. Collect statistical and other data and make reports 

/; relating to the expenditure of money" for the maintenance and 

9 operation of the judicial system and the otTices connected 

10 therewith; 

11 3. Obtain reports from clerh of courts, and from courts 

12 them,elves which have no clerks, in accordance with law and rules 

13 adopted by the supreme court as to cases and other judicial 

14 business in which attion has been delayed beyond periods of time 

15 specified by law or such rules, and make report thereof; 

16 4. F.x .. mine the state of the dockets of the courts and 

17 determine the need for assistance by any courts; 

18 5. :\Iake reports concerning the overloading and underloading 

19 of particular courts; 

20 G. ~Iake recommendations relating to the assignment of 

21 Judges where courts are in need of assistance; 

22 7. Examine the administrative methods employed in the 

23 offices of clerks of cour!." probation officers. and sheriffs, 

24 and make recommendations regarding the improvement of same; 

25 8. Formulate recommendations for the improvement of the 

26 judicial system with reference to the structure of the system 

27 of courts, their organization, their methods of operation, the 

28 functions which should be performed by various courts, the 

29 selection, compensation, number, and tenure of judges and court 

ao officials, and as to ,uch other matters as the chief justice and 

31 his assistant may direct; and 
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32 9. Attend to such other matters as may be assigned by the 

33 chief justice and his assistant . 

1 Sec. 4. The judges, clerks of courts, probation officers. 

2 sheriffs. and all other officers. state and local. shall comply 

3 with all requirements made by the statistician or his assistants for 

4 information and statistical data bearing on the state of the 

5 dockets of the courts. the progress of court business, and such 

6 other information as may reflect the business transacted by them 

7 and the expenditure of moneys for the maintenance and operation 

8 of the judicial system. 

1 Sec. 5. The provisions of this act apply to the following 

2 courts: supreme court, district court, superior court. municipal 

3 court, police court, justice of the peace court. mayor's court. 

4 and all other coulis, state and local, which may be established 

5 from time to time. 

1 Sec. 6. A special fund to be known as the judicial 

2 statistics fund is hereby established in the state treasury. To 

3 provide revenue to defray the cost of the statistician and his 

4 work, lines one to eleven (1 to 11) inclusive of section six 

5 hundred six point fifteen (606.15), Code 1954. are repealed. and 

6 the following is substituted therefor: "The clerk of the district 

7 court shall charge and collect the following fees, all of which 

8 shall be paid into the county treasury for the use of the county 

9 except as indicated: 

10 1. For filing any petition, appeal, Or writ of error and 

11 docketing the same, four dollars ($4.00). Three dollars ($3.00) 
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12 of such fee shall remain in the county treasury for the u~e of 

13 lhe count~', and one dollar ($1.00) of such fee shall be paid 

14 into the judicial statistics fund of the state for the use of the 

15 statbtician. In counties having" population of one hundred 

16 thousand (100.000) or o\'er, an additional one dollar ($1.00) 

17 shall be charged and collected, to be known as the journal 

18 publication fee and to be used for the purposes provided for in 

19 section six hundred eighteen point thirteen (618.13) of the Code." 

1 Sec. 7. ~o part of the expense of the statistician shall 

2 be paid out of any funds in the state treasury except the judicial 

3 statistics fund, which shall be subject at all time" to the 

4 warrant of the state comptroller, drawn upon the requisition of 

5 the statistician approved by the chief justice, for payment of 

6 salarie~ of the statistician and his assistants and for equipment, 

7 supplies, support, maintenance, and miscellaneous purposes in 

8 connection with the work of the statistician; but in no event 

9 shall the total expenditures exceed the total fees collected 

10 and deposited to the credit of the judicial statistics fund. 

EXPLAXATIOX OF H F. d49 

Thi'-) bill f!l'ILahlif>hes It: the office of the s:.tpreme (.ourt the position of tltail~ticinn of 
thE' judkial d~partm~nt :dnd ptovidc:. for the mt'thod of appointment of the Bwtlsticlan 
and his staff. It providetl th::.l.t lhl2 tunds necessary for th~ pBymcnt of the expenl;e,,; of 
the oflice of statistician be ~etur~ hy adding $1 to the filing fee find on civil actions. 
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1 Amend House File 349 by striklng all of 5e<:tion 7 and r,-=.' 
iDi". 

2 remaining sections. ..# 

Filed 
April 26, 1955. 

B~' CO:\U·1rIT£t ON APFROPRtAT10S8, 
HARRY E WATSON, Cka.ty->,tan. 

1 1. Amend the House amendment t<> House File 349 section 3 
2 line 1';', by placi.ng n period after the word ·'law" and ~triking • 
3 the remainder of said section. 
4 2. Further amend by striking section 'j. 

5 S. Amend section S by striking in line 76 the following: 
6 "general fund of the state." and inserting in lieu thereof the 
7 following: 41state treasury in a fund to be known as the 
8 judicial statistics fund. No part ot the expense of the 
9 statisticinn shall be paid out of any fund in the state trusury 

10 except the judicial statisties fund. Witbdrawala therefrom 
11 shall be by ~ .. rt'ant of the state comptroller upon requisition 
12 by the stamtician appro\"ed by the presiding judge of the 
13 supreme court, and any balance remaining at the end ot a 
14 bumnium shall revert to the general fund." 

Filed 
April 27, 1955. By V.m:. 

1 Amend House Fil. 349 by iulding the following'" ""ctiOn 0 

2 at the end of line 5 thereof: 
3, -(Provided however that the fees established for 
4 municipal and superior courts shall be one-half of those ~ees 
o established for district courts prior to the passage of thIS 

6 act." 

Filed and adopted 
1955. 

1 Amend House File 849 as folloW'S: 
2 1. Section 8, line 6, by placing a. period after the word 
3 "law" and striking the remainder of said section. 

By DAlLI:l:. 

4 2. Section a, line 11, by striking the following: Ugeneral 
5 fund of the state." and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
6 f(state treasury in a fund to be kno\\"D as the judicial statistics 
7 fund. No part of the expense of the statistician shall be paid 
S out of any tund in the stau trea$Ul'Y except the judicial 
9 statlstics fund. \Vithdra~s therefrom shall be by warrant of 

10 the state comptroller upon requisition by the statisticiaD 
11 appro\"6d, by the presiding judge of the supreme court, and any 
12 balance remaining at the end of a biennium shall reY'e.rt to the 
13 general fundo" 

Filed and adopted 
April 28, 1955. By VEST. 



1 1. Amend House Filt:> 349, 1\ection onc (1), by adding 
2 in line three (3), following the wOld "appointe<i", the word 
3 ·'hy". 
4 2. Amend section two (2) thelcof, by addinv. in line fiv~ 
5 (5), followm~ the word "nor", the words "any of~', 
G 3, Amend ~cction three (3) thereof, by stliking in line 
j six (6) thc word "of", and in::,erting in licu thereof the 
8 words "relating to". 
9 4, Further ::I.rn~nd section three (3) thereof, by Ml.riku1t 

10 in IH":€s elevcn (11) to thirteen U3), m<:iu:::;h'e, the words 
11 "courts, and from. courts themselve~ which ha\'c no clerks, in 
12 accordance with law and rult:>1:t ::I.doptcd by the supreme court" 
1J and ill3erting in lieu thereof the following "Court, jucig-e15, 
14 justices of the p~acp., mayors, <\nd magistrates, in aceordan(e 
15 with law or rul~1S ple~(nbed by the chief justice,". 
Hi 5. Amend :")~tion four (-1) thereof, by inserting in line 
17 one (1) followlnl; tht! wOld "judges," the following: "justic.:e" 
18 of the peace, m.u.yors, magistratc~, reporters, ", 
1fl 6. FUll.her amend Hou:.e File 14fl by adding the followUl):.':" 
20 new section: 
21 "Scc, 1:). This act, being deemed of lmme<liate impoltance, 
22 shall take effect and be in full forte ftom and aftcr its passage 
23 and publication in The Sac.: Sun, .a new:.papcr published 
2<1 at Sa( City, Iowa, nnd in The Guthrbn 
25 .a. newspaper published at Guthrie Center. Iowa." 

FIled 
}o'cbruary 22. 19~5, THO:o.lPSO:-: II! Guthrie, 

1 Amewl lIo;J:")e r{le 349 as :.ollows: 
2 1. Amend section one (1), line five (~), by striking 
:3 the foll,)win:;: "chief jU:.tl~ of lhe", 
4 2. Am~nd s~tion two (2), Imes one (1) and two (2), 
;) by ~tnkuw th~ word~ "chief jlll'.tice" and inserting in licu 
(' thercof the fcllowing; "suprcme court". 
7 ~L Amend *~lt}(.m lhree (3) by striking lines one (1) to 
S four (-1), mdu"il\'e, ::lnd lDsertmJ; in lieu thereof the follow-
9 lI:g: "The thief jt:~tke shall de~ignate other members or the 

10 l'.uprc:lIe (;om t to "ier:t> In an advi~ory capacity to the :.tatis-
11 tidan. Cnder the duectlOo of the chief justice and the 
12 ~nprc!nc court the stutislician ",h::l.lI. ", 
13 <1. Amend section (3), line thirty-one (:31), bv striking 
14 th~ \ .. vrds "hi') ass\~tant" a~d insel tip..:; III ll<::u thereof the 
15 follv\\:ng: .. the .supreme court", 
16 5 Further amend :,ection thrce (3), li:1e thil:"1.y-thrt:>e (33), 
Ii by stri~:nJ; the worr1s "r.b <\:.-sl:.ta:lt" ilnd in"crlmg in lieu 
18 tl:erl:'(lf the fol!owin~ "thc supreme court'" 
19 () Amend :")ection ')ix (fj) by striking hnes; one (1) ~Jnd two (2) 
20 and '!.~i:'l"tin:: in lieu ~hereof the fo!lowing: "There is hereby 
II uPP10pr;;:iLed 0\lt ot the gene-raJ fund of the sta.te twenly 
22 thoui.<U1d dolla,~ ('S:20,OOO), or as much thereof as may be 
is nc<:css.H'~, Lo" 

24 7 r'urther amccd ;-;C<.tl<lO l'.:x (6) by :-ll :klng from Ime fourteen 
25 (14) tr:t: \\'(~Id~ "j~(I:(;~~1l i-t.~tistics" and In~(>;rtinj:!: in lieu 
26 tht::leo[ thl-' to!10V.i::g. "hcller.::l". 
27 S Further amend sectl0n Sl>': (6) hy "t!lking- III brH;!S 

28 fourtcc:1 (14) ~nd ti!tccn (15) the followi~: "for tbe U15e 

2q of the ~tati';tic:an " 
30 !), Furtnel amfo:nd sectio!: :;i.x (6) iJy i>lriking lines fifteen (15) 
11 ~I.'W<'!: (Ui), sC\C:llCt:::. (17), eibhle~n (18) and ninet«n 
32 (19) 
33 10. Further amend Honsc File 349 by striking ull of "edion 
34 ~even (7) and inserting thc following 
35 "1 hc :.uprcme conrt shall, on or belore January 15, 1959, 
36 report to the General As~cmbly their findings ~nd l:"ec0mmendations 
~7 based 0:: thc provi:-iorls of this act, ~uch fccommt>t1dati<JDs 
38 sha:l include a comprchcnsh'c plnn or rcorganizCl..t 11m Qf the 
39 district courts of Iowa .. 

rllp.o 
~Ial"('h 10, 19!)5. TA1'E of Cerro Gordo. 
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1 Amend House File 3·H? as to21o"':-;; 
2 Strike e\'e1·,:.thmg after the enacting clause and in::;ert in lieu 
3 cherNf the following 
4 Section 1. Thel e is hereby esLlbJishC'd in the officI? of thE' clerk 
5 of the supleme court the position or statistician of the judicial de-
S partmt'nt. The statl5tician ~hall be appointed by the supreme court 
7 and shall h(lle office at the plea"uw~ of such court. 
S Se<: 2. The statistician, with the appro .... al of the suprcme court. 
9 shall appoint such assistants M are n~essalY to ena.ble him t,.Q 

perlonn 
10 the powers and duties vest~ in hIm. While holding such position. 
11 ll(nthcr the statistician nor his assic;hlnt.-; shall practice law :n a.ny 
12 of the courts of thi~ state 
13 S@{:. 3. The personnel director shall fix the compensation of the 
)·1 statistician and hie assistants as provided for in Chapter eight (8). 

15 Cod~ 1954. and provided fmther. that after June 30, 195i, funds for 
16 the operation and expenses of the court statistiCian and his staff 
17 .>hall be handled as now provlded for by law and included in the 

depart-
18 mental appropriation to the supreme court. 
19 Sec. 4. l:nder the direction of the supreme court the l5t.3tishcian 
20 shall: 
21 1. Collect and compile statistical and other data and make rEports 
22 relating to the business transacted by the courts; 
2Z 2. Collect statistical and other data and make reports relating 
24 to ehe expenditure of moneys for the maintenanct! .and operation of 
25 the jUdlClal system and the offic~1:> connected therewith; 
26 3. Obtain reports from clerks of court, judges, justices of the. 
27 peace, mayOnl, A})d magistrates. in accordance with Jawor rules 
28 prescribed by the supreme court as to <::ases and other judicial 
29 business in which actlon has been delayed beyond periods of time 
30 specifit>d by law or fluch rules, and make report thereof: 
31 4. Examine the !'.tate of thc dockets of the courts and determine 
3:l the need for assistance by any Cf)Urts; 

33 5. lfake reports concerning the overlo~ding and underloading of 
34 particulur courts; 
~5 6. :\fake recommendations relatlng to the assignment of Judges 

where 
~6 couru are in n~ 0f assistance; 
37 7. Examine the administrative methods employed in the offices of 
38 clerks of courts, probation officers, and sheriffs, and mak~ recom-
39 mendations regardlng the improvement of same; 
40 S. Formulate ~ommer.dation.s for the improvement of the judicial 
,11 f,~'stem with refe.rence to the stl"\lcture of the s~tem of courts, 
12 their organization, their method~ of operation, the functions which 
43 should be performed by various courts, the selection, compensation. 
44 number, and tenure of judges and court officials, and as to such 
45 other matters ns the chief justice and the supreme court may direct; 
46 and 
47 9. Attend to su<.:h other matters as mel' be assigned by the thief 
48 jU::otlCt? and thE' ,upremc (,OUrt. 

49 Sec. 5. The judges, justices of the pence. mayors. magistra~$., re-
50 porUrs, c1erks of (!ourt, probation officers, sheriffs, and all 
51 othcr officers. state and 10('al. shall comply with all requirements 
52 made by the ~t.atistician or hiE a33if,t..unts ror infonna.tion and 
~3 statistical data bearing on the st.3te of the dockets of the courts, 
54 the progress of court businel'.S, And such other inform&tlon as may 
55 r~fleet the busin~ss tra.nsacted by them and the expenditure of 
56 moneys for the maintenance and operation of the judicial SYi:ltem. 
5i See. 6. The provisions of thlS act a.pply to the following courts; 
58 Supreme court, district court, superior court, municipal court. 
59 police court. justice of thc peace court, mayor's court. and 
60 all other courts, state and local. which may be established from 
61 time to time. 
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1:13 the statp. twenty thous.md dollars ($20,000.00), Or as much thereof 
64 as may be necessarv to pl'ovlde fund~ to d~fray the (;ost of th~ stati:.-
65 tician and his walk. 
(iii Sec. 8 Repeal I1Of3 One 0) tn eleven (11) inclu~l\'e 
67 of l'\ection ~IX hundrw six point fif~~n (G06.1!>), Code 1954, and 
68 the following i!:> ::ubstituted therefore: 
6!1 "The del k of the district cOUrt f>hall chan:!:/:' and e()l!e<:t thto 
70 following, r~es, all of which shall b~ paid into the county tri!1I.sury 
71 for the Use of the <..Ount}" except a~ indieaud: 
';2 1 l'Or fling any petition, appeal, or Writ ot er'"or and 
73 dockctlOl; the i::ame, tour dollars ($4,00). Three dolla.rs ($3.00) 
74 of sueh fee :.hall remllin in the county treasury for the ul:le of 
75 the county, and one dollar ($100) of such fee shall ho: p.:ud 
76 into th~ general fund of the swte. hi cl)untic!:. h~ying a 
F populatIon of <me hundred thou~and (100,OOO) or o\"~r, an adtli-
78 tionai one dollar ($1.00) shall be charged and l()lI~cted, to be 
19 knowh 3~ the j,,>urn.,l publicatIOn fee and to be u.s~d for the pur. 
$0 pose:. jJl"ovided for in :'~dlQn six hundred l"iR'r.teen POlr.t thlrt«n 
81 (610.13) of th~ Code.' 

$:.1 Sec, 9. The supreme court shall, on (If before January Hi, 1959, 
83 I .. port to the G~~'Wral A~")embiy their fir-dmgs and !'e.:omm~ndatiOll:' 
soa vased '10 the Vfo\'islOnf> of this 1:1.( l Such l"~cQmm~!\dation~ ~:.hl\ll in-
8;) dude.a compn~hensiH plan fllJ' reorgilnl7;ation of the du,trict courts 
81) (.If lo ..... li. 

Filed 
)hrch 14, 1ft:;!) 

1'ATE of Cerro Gordo. 

1 Amend House File 349, ~~tion two (2), line two (2), 
2 by inserting 9. Vlmma (.) a{tt;r the word j'appoint", a.nd 
3 further amend ')llld liue by inl)f!rting after the word uand" 
4 the following. "the personnel dir~t<.rr .!.haU". 

Filed 
March 14. 19~5. TATE of Cerro Gordo. 

1 Amend the title w HOllfe File 349 by sl~lking all after 
2 the \\.ord "Act" in line one and substituling in beu thertof 
3 the tolJowinJ;': "relating to compJitltion and analysis of 
4 statistJ(:.~ relatmg to the ju<iid9.1 sysum of the state, a.nd 
5 the .;lppointment of a statiaticia.n of the Judicial department." 

Offered and <!doptcd 
;\Jarch 1?-.../,95fi. 

TH()~1PSO~ of Guthrie. 


