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House File 237 February 4, 1955. 
County and Township 

Affairs. 
By HOOVER, CHRISTIA~SE;-'!, CORNICK, 

BeRTCH. EDGIXGTON, LAGER, FAL
VEY, WALTER of Hardin, HENDRIX, 
RIXGGENBERG, HE~RY, STEPHEN
SO;-.!, PATRICK, and )IcXEAL . 

Passed House, Date ..... ~.; :: t'- t" 
.. : ...•. -... 

Vote: Ayes '" ........ ?~ ..... . Nays.!.!. 

P"ssed Senate, Date ...... ':f. .. ~ . .J3.7.S.;:;:: .. 

\'ote: Ayes ....... ,<,!:? ....... Nayg .... 0. .......... .. 
A d ::;!~., ," /5 . q.< r" pprove ........... __ .. _ .. ' ....... :, ......... ~ ............ .. 

A BILL FOR 
An Act to amend sections four hundred forty-five point eight 

(445.8) and four hundred forty-fi\'e point twenty-nine 
(445.29), Code 1954, relating to the publication of the 
list of delinquent personal property taxes and relating to 
the lien of personal property taxes. 

FIe It Enacted by the General Assembly 0; the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Section four hundred forty-five point eight 

2 (445.8), Code 1954, is hereby amended by adding thereto the 

3 following: 

4 "The treasurer shall, not later than )<'ovember fifteenth of 

5 each year. cause to be compiled a list of all delinquent personal 

property taxes for the current assessment year, as shown by the 

delinquent personal property tax list. Such list shall show the 

amount of the taxes delinquent and the amount of penalty, 

9 interest and costs thereon, the name of the owner, if known, or 

10 the person, if any, to whom it is taxed, and shall be published 

11 in some newspaper in the county once each week for two consecutive 

12 weeks, and by immediately posting a copy of the first publication 

13 thereof at the door of the courthouse, if there be one, if not, 
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14 at the door of the place where the Iallt term of district court 

15 was held. The provisions of sections four hundred forty-six 

16 point ten (446.10) and four hundred forty-six point eleven 

17 (446.11) of the Code shall prevail in connection with the 

18 publication of such notice. The treasurer shall obtain a copy of 

19 the notice as published. and a certificate of the publication 

20 thereof from the printer or publisher, and file it in the office 

21 of the auditor.". 

1 Sec. 2. The treasurer shall, within ten (10) days following 

2 the final publication of such notice, issue a distress warrant in 

3 the form as prescribed in section four hundred forty-th'e point 

4 seven (445.7) of the Code. The publication of delinquent personal 

5 property tax lists shall include a notice that, unless such 

6 delinquent personal property taxes ,U'e paid within ten (10) days 

7 of the date of final pUblication of the notice, a distress 

8 warrant will be issued for the collection thereof. 

1 Sec. 3. The distress warrant so issued shall be collectible 

2 by any sheriff or consS<\ble or tax collector in the same manner 

3 as any other warrant for the distraint and sale of personal 

4 property. The amount to be collected shall include cost of 

5 publication of the notice, as herein provided, all interest and 

6 penalties upon such tax, and the fees of the collecting officer, 

7 as prescribed by law. 

1 Sec. 4. Any taxpayel' affected may at any time pal' to the 

2 treasurer the amount of delinquent taxes and penalty, plus the 

3 co~t of publication of the notice as shown by the personal 
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4 property list, and any other costs prior to the issuance of the 

5 distress warrant herein provided. 

1 Sec. 5. Section four hundred forty-five point twenty-nine 

2 (445.29), Code 1954, is amended by adding thereto the following: 

"Personal property taxes, together with any interest, 

4 penalty, or costs, shall be a lien in favor of the county upon 

5 all the personal property and rights to property belonging to the 

6 taxpayer whose personal property tax is delinquent.". 

EXPLANATION OF H. F. 23; 

This bill contemplates .a tightening of the la\\"5 relating to the collection of personal 
property taxes by county trea3urers. It prQ\"ides t}fat each year a list of all the current 
year's unpaid p(!rsonai property taxes in each county shall be published by the treasurer 
(similar to the advertised hst of unpaid real estate property taxes), and that within 10 
days after the publishing of such list, distress warrants shall be issued nnd turw.2d over 
to the sheriffs or constables or tax colle<;tors of the county for collection. 

Due to the present difficulty in the collection of personal propcrty tnxcs under the 
present law, there was unpaid personal property taxes amounting to $1,422,674.36 in 
the State of Iowa which was listed for collection In the year 1953. 

1 Amend House File 237, seetion five (5), by inserting in line five 
2 (5) prece<iing the word "personal"' the word "taxable". 

Filed 
February 9, 1955 . HooVf;R of Ringgold. 
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. --\flh:n(i House Fde 237 as !0i1VWS 

1 ,\~(~;:,l ';('ctio:: on~~ (1) by :.llikmg from line fOul 
. ~) ::t:..;::: lllB WOI ·:i ·'::bd;·· tile fo:lowmC' ... not late I 
~h'\n :-.. 0\ embu fif::'~enth of ~':lC:h vc"u .: 

2 A)r/:!l j :,C'<.tion one (1) by l!'~')erting- followlfig the 
wOld ·"!";a,q,,cnt" i:1 hr.e ci:;;r.t (8) the I"o;lowing ""'hen 
the ,:I,OU1~ (,f toc- tux i=. motC' than th'c d()~lars (~f).OO) t· 

'; :"In'.-II,! :)~e!.ion Ont! (1) by in»(~l~ing toilvwmg: the 
word . w(>el,,~" 1!1 :me t·-.\eive (12) the followln;'" c,, the 
11~~t 0: \'. hl\ I: ~hJ.ll be root mor.: th<11l two wU:k,; heiol e the 
;il ,~~ Mond.iY 1:1 Deccm00r" 

J7'd(>d 
rLbr:.:ary ~0, 10:)~ 

1 Amend House File 237 by adding thereto an additional 
2 section as follows: 
3 "See. 6. That any levy for personal property taxes 
.. as provid~ in this act beginning with the date of January 
{; I, 1956, shall be a first lien on said personal property 
6 so taxed and that in the event of a foreclosure of any 
7 second lieu agamst said personal property the tax so 
8 levied sball first be paid to the county treasurer by 
9 any holder of a junior lien upon the foreclosure of 

10 said junior lien. For the purpose herein expressed 
11 the taking of tiUe, or possession of said personal 
12 property, shall be construed as prima·facie case of 
13 fored06ure of said junior lien, and any party SO 
14 enforcing said junior lien shall become personally 
16 liable for the payment of said tax assessed against 
16 said property." 
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