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A BILL FOR

An Act to establish the Iowa Mental Health Authority and to
amend section two hundred twenty-five point six (225.6). Code
1954, relating to the duties of the director of the
psychopathic hospital in respect to said authority, and
making an appropriation therefor.

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

This is a Companion Bill; for complete text see Senate File 56.

EXPLANATION OF H. F. 210

Legrislation will be introduced in the Fifty-sixth General Acse'nblv providing for state
funds to extend commuanity clinies in Iowa Seven community clinies located in Des
Momnes, Waverly, Waterloo, Cedar Rapids, Davenport, Burlington and Keokuk have
been organized and sponsored by the Iowa Mental Health Authority with grants from
federal funds. These clinics are financed also by county tax funds, Community Chests
and private funds, The Mental Health -\uthortt) in the past has bheen en.tlrelv sup-
ported by federai funds which in 1950 reached $75,000 These funds have been reduced
to $34,500 for the current vear. The Staie Board of Education, which supports Pavcho-
pathic Hospital, under whose supervision the Iowa Mental Health Authority operates,

ormally approved on Qctober 15, 1954, this legislative action.

With an appropnation of $50,000 a ycar, o mobile ¢linie can serve other arcas such as
western, northern or southern lowa, and also extend sexwvices of existing elinies.
Psychiatric chinica are staffed with a psychistiist, psvehiatric social worker and a
psvchologist. Such clinies are the firat Ime of defense n preventing mental iliness.
Treatment in the local commumty may avord later long Lime treatment in an institu-
tion. Last year these clinics, including the outpatient chimic of Psvchopathie Hosmtal,
gave service to 3,120 patients.

Thiz program is entirely preventive, providing for treatment in the local communities
and mental health education through pamphlets, films and institutes. In the long vun,
state funds for preventing mental illness will be a saving in taxes and the later loas in
earning and human values.







