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February 2. 1955. 
Public Health. Ph<lrm<lcy. 

House File 210 
By DEXMAX. PETRUCCELLI. KOSEK. 

MILLER of Black Hawk. DIETZ. and 
SANTEE (Schroeder). 

Passed House. Date ......................................... . 

Vote: Ayes .................... Nays ..... . 

Passed Senate. Date ................................ . 

Vote: Ayes....... ............... Nays .... .. 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 
An Act to establish the Iowa )1ental Health Authority and to 

amend section two hundred twenty-five point six (225.6). Code 
1954. relating to the duties of the director of the 
psychopathic hospital in respect to said authority. and 
making an appropriation therefor. 

Be It Enacted by the General .1s8erably oj the State of Iowa: 

This is a Companion Bill; for complete text see' Senate File 56. 

EXPLANATIO:\, OF H. F. 210 

Lc-gisiation ..".;11 b~ introduced in thQ Fift,"·sixth GC!ncral Assemblv urovid:ng for st3.re 
fundi:> to extend COmnLlnity clinics in lo\\;a, Seven community cliniCS located in De3 
:l-toincs. Waverly. Waterloo, Cedar Rapids, Da.\"enpol"t, Burlington and Keokuk ha\-e 
boon orgunlzed and sponsored by th~ 10'\\'ll Mental Hf'aith Authority \\ith grants from 
f~eral funds. Th!:!s~ dinic~ are finan:.:ed .Js:o by county tax funds, Community Chests 
and pn"aw funds. The M~ntal Health Authority m the pil:-:.t has been entlrely sup­
portt;d by federai funds which in 1950 rea('he-d $7!).000 The~ fund~ nave bt'en Hduced 
to $34,500 for the current year. The State Board of Education, which supports Psycho­
'Oathic Hospital, under whose supervision the Iowa :\fental Health Authority operates, 
~onnally appro\'cd on October 15, 1954. this legislath'c action 

\Vlth an appropnation of $50,000 n year, n mobile clinic can serve other areas sueh as 
we.;jWrn. ntlrthern or !<'outhern Iowa. and ilhlO extend s~VlCes of ~lstmg clinic!:.. 
PsychiatrH. clinic", are ;;tuffed With a psyChU\tl ist. p::,ychiatric sociai WOl. ker and a 
l>Svcholos.;u.t. Such chmc~ are the first hne of de!ttnse m preventing mental illness 
Treatment in the local communlty may av010 hater long time treatment in an in~titu­
hon. Lal5l year the:)e cllnkl5. indudin~ the outpatlent <.:lImc of Psvchopathu:! HOSPltaJ. 
f;: ..... e ser,·ice to 3,120 patlents. . 

This program is entirely pre,·enth·e. pro,-iding- for tr~atment in the 10<':31 <.:ommunities 
and mental health education throuc-h pamphlet:). film;:) and institutes. In the long- run. 
s:tate funds for preventing mental illness ".-ill be a savinI; in taxes and the later 103s in 
earning and human values 
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