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A BILL FOR

An Act to amend section one hundred fourteen point fourteen
(114.14), Code 1954, relating to the requirements for
registration as a professional engineer or land survevor.

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

Section 1. Section one hundred fourteen point fourteen

(114.14), Code 1954, is amended as follows:

1. Strike the word “two” from line four (4) of paragraph
“a’ of subsection one (1) and substitute in lieu thereof the word
“four”.

2. Strike the word “six” from line six (6) of paragraph “b”
of subsection one (1) and substitute in lieu thereof the word
“eight”.

3. Strike the word “two” from line three (3) of paragraph
“a” of subsection two (2) and substitute in lieu thereof the word
“four”,

4. Strike the word “six” from line three (3) of paragraph
“b"” of subsection two (2) and substitute in lieu thereof the word
“eight”,

Sec. 2. The provisions of this Act shall not apply




-2
2 to any person to whom a certificate as an engineer in
3 training shall have been issued prior to the effective

4 date of this Act.

EXPLANATION OF H. F. 193

The science and practice of cngineering has made many advances xunce the early reg-
istration laws were enacted 1n lowa and in other states, and very few men can gain the
competence in six vears that 1s needed now to fulfill the objectives of engineering regis-
}xation, namely, to safeguard life, health and property, and to promote the public wel-

are.

Similariy. property has become more valuable than it was a generation ago, and the
problems of lana surveving are more complicated than they were. Good judgment that
comes from experience is very important, and it seemsz impossible to acquire that ex-
perience in as shert a period as six years.

All ztutes of the United States now have laws that regualate the practice of cngi-
neering and land surveving and that provide for the registration of qualified persons as
professional engincers and land surveyors Most of these states have adopted the quali-
fication requirement of our proposed change, namely, four years after gradvation from
a recognized engineering college, or a total of eight vears of acceptable engineering
expericnee.

This matter of engineering 1egistration, Jike similar questions, i3 reserved to the
states and there is no federal registration, that is. a remstration that permits an engi-
neer to praclice anywhere in the United States. Therefore, each profeasional engineer
and land surveyor must apply for and obtain repistration in each state where he wishes
to practice. Over the years the boards of enginecring examiners of the various states
have harmonized their requirements (in so far as thelr state laws permit) so that its
now possible for an engineer registered in one state to receive registralion by endorse-
ment in a second statc, provided that the gualifications und conaitions that controlled
his registration in the first state equal those of the second state.

It iz at this point that a man registered under our minimum requirements in [owa
(graduation from a recogmzed enginecring school plus two years of experience, or six
vears of acceptable engineering experience) is handicapped when he seeks registration
in those states having the higher requirements. He must wait until he has gained ad-
ditional expertence to mect the higher requircments of that board.




