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January 31, 1955. 
Departmental Affairs. 

House File 193 
By HEKRY, WATSOK, HARBOR, 

and McKEAL. 

Passed House. Date ..................... . 

Vote Ayes ........................... Nays ..... . 

Pl\ilsed Senate, Date ........................................ . 

Vote: Ayes ........ . Nays .. 

Appro"ed ........ . 

A BILL FOR 
An Act to amend section one hundred fourteen point fourteen 

(114.14), Code 1954, relating to the requirements for 
registration as a professional engineer Or land sun-eyor. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Se(tion one hundred fourteen point fourteen 

2 (114.14), Code 1954, is amended as follows: 

3 1. Strike the word "two" from line four (4) of paragraph 

4 "a" of subsection one (1) and substitute in lieu thereof the word 

5 "four". 

6 2. Strike the word "six" from line six (6) of paragraph "b" 

7 of subsection one (1) and substitute in lieu thereof the word 

8 II eight". 

9 3. Strike the word "two" from line three (3) of paragraph 

10 "a" of subsection two (2) and substitute in lieu thereof the word 

11 Hfour". 

12 4. Strike the word "six" from line three (3) of paragraph 

13 "b" of subsection two (2) and substitute in lieu thereof the word 

14 "eight". 

1 Sec. 2. The provisions of thig Act shall not apply 
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2 to any person to whom a certificate as an engineer in 

3 training shall have been issued prior to the effective 

4 date of this Act. 

EXPLA;:';ATIO;:'; OF H. F. In 
The ~(.ltmtp, Hnd pl.llctlCt~ of engineermg has made many advances ,,!nee the early reg

istratlon law'? were enad.ed In Iowa and in other states, and very few men can gain the 
competence in six Years that I", nee.ded now to futlHl the objl!ctivcs of engmeerin~ regis
hallon, namely, to i-afeguard life, health and property, and to JHomote the public wel
fare. 

Similariy. property h::&~ become morc valuable than It was a gem'ratlon ngo, and the 
ploblcms of lana sun'e:vin~ are mOr€. complicated than they were. Good judgment that 
c.:om€.$ from experience i., ·very imporlUnt, and it !-cems lmpos:.ibl~ to aCQ'i.llri! that ex
pttZ iencc in .r;:~ !:ohort a period 8P .,i:'( yean •. 

All ::!tules of the United State~ nllw hilSC bws that re~:.dutc the pra<:ti<:e of cngi· 
neermb find In.nd surveying and th:'lt provide for the regi!;!tnlt1on of qualified perSons as 
proftlli:>ional engineers and land sur .... ~yols Mo!:;t of these 6tl1.tes have adopted the quali
fi<:3tlOn requin~ment of our propo')ed ('hang-e, namely. four }"~als after graouatlon from 
a recognized engineel'ing college. or a total of eight years of aec~ptable enlpnt=!enng 
experience. 

This matter of engineering legistration, like 61milal questions, i6 reserved to the 
'5tatf!~ and ther!! is no federal regi,.;tl.lltion. that is. a nglstl'ation that permits an engi
neer to pra<:tIC~ nnywh~re in the Lnlted Statcs Therefore, each professionlll ~ngineer 
and land SUfHyor must apply for and obtam It:gi!:.tration in eu<:h state where he wishes 
to practice. O\"er the y~iuS the boards of engincerin~ examint'rs of thi':: various ;:,tates 
hil,\'e harmonize<! their n·qunements (In so hr a" their state law Ii permit) so that It IS 
now po." . .,ible for an engineer registered in one state to rccejve regi:;tJatlon by endorse
ment in a l:',,<..ond :-.tatc. provided thut the qualification~ and conaitions lhal controlled. 
his regIstration in the filst :.tate equal th08" of the second state. 

It is at this point that a mnn registered under our minimum requirements in Iowa 
(~raduailOn from a recogOl%ed enginecring school phli' two years of experience. or six 
years of .aL<:eptuble engineering experienec) is handicapped when he '$eek::: registration 
In those ~tat~" h.avin~ the higher n~qulren1entg. He mu~t wnlt until he ha:-< gUlncd ad
ditional experience to meet the hi~hHr r"quirements of that board 
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