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February 25, 195~LJ <7 1p Senate File 314 
Pasged On File. """7) J By WATSON of O'Brien and :-.JOLAN. 

Passed Senate, Date ....................................... .. 

Vote: Ayes ..................... Nays ..................... . 

Passed House, Date ......................................... . 

Vote: Ayes ...................... Nays ..................... . 

Approved .......................................................... . 

A BILL FOR 
An Act to provide for the planning, designation, establishment, 

use, regulation, alteration, improvement. maintenance, 
and \'acation of controlled-access facilities: the 
acquisition of lands required therefore; the restriction 
of intersections and control of approaches, the estabhehment 
of local sen'ice roads; the prohibition of certain acts 
thereon and provision for penalties thel'efor. 

Be It Enacted by the Gene1"al A .• sembly 0/ the State of Iou'a: 

1 Section 1. Declaration of policy. The legislature hereby 

2 finds, determines, and declares that this act is necessary for 

3 the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, and 

4 safety, and for the promotion of the general welfare. 

1 Sec. 2. Definition of a controlled-access facility. For 

2 the purposes of this act, a controlled-access facility is defined 

3 as a highway or street especially designed for through traffic, 

4 and over, from, or to which owners or occupants of abutting land 

5 or other persons ha\'e no right or easement or only a controlled 

6 right or easement of access, light, air, or view hy reason of 

7 the fact that their property abut..' upon such controlled-access 

8 facility or for any other reason. Such highways or streets may 

9 be freeways open to use by all customary forms of street and 

10 highway traffic or they may be parkways from which trucks, 
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1 [ busseR. and other commercial \'ehicles shall be excluded. 

! Sec. 3. Authority to establish controlled-access facilities. 

2 Cities. towns, and highway authorities having Jurisdiction and 

3 control O\'er the highways of the state. as pro\'ided by chapter 

4 103, Ach of thf 54th General Assembly. acting alone or in 

:) cooperation with each other Or with any Federal, State, Or local 

6 agency Or any other state ha\'ing authority to participate in the 

7 construction and maintenance of highways. are hereby authorized 

8 to plan, designate, establish, reguldte. vacate, alter, improve, 

9 maintain, and provide controlled-access facilities for public 

10 u,e wherever such authority or authorities are of the opinion 

11 that traffic conditions, present or future. will justify such 

12 special facilities; provided, that within cities and towns such 

1;; authority shalI be subject to such municipal consent as may be 

14 provided by law. Said cities. towns, and highway authorities, 

15 in addition to the specific powers granted in this act, shall 

16 aleo have and may exercise, relative to controlled-access 

17 facilities. any and all additional authority now or hereafter 

18 Y£sted in them relative to highways or street..' within their 

19 respective jurisdictions. Said cities, towns and highway 

20 authorities may regulate. restrict. or prohibit the use of such 

21 controlled-access facilities by the various classes of vehicles 

22 or traffic in a manner consistent with section 2 of this act. 

1 Set. 4. Design of controlled-access facility. Cities, towns. 

2 and highway authorities having jurisdiction and control over 

3 the highways of the state. as provided by chapter 103, Acts 
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of the 54th General Assembly, are authorized to so design any 

controlled· access facility and to so regulate, restrict, or 

prohibit access as to best Sen'e the traffic for which such 

facility is intended. In this connection such cities, towns, 

and highway authorities are authorized to divide and separate 

any controlled-access facility into separate roadways by the 

construction of raised curhings, central dividing sections, 

or other phySical .eparations, or by designating such separate 

roadways by signs, markers, stripes, and the proper lane for such 

traffic by appropriate signs, markers, stripes, and other devices. 

~o person shall have au)' right of ingless or egress to, from, 

or across controlled·access facilities to or fror.1 abutting lands, 

except at such designated point:; at which access may be permitted, 

upon such terms and conditions as may be specified from time to 

18 time. 

1 Sec. 5. Acquisition of property and property rights. For 

2 the purposes of this Act, cities, towns, and highway authorities 

3 having jurisdiction and control over the highways of the state, as 

4 pro\'ided by chapter 103, acts of the 54th GCll€ral Assembly, 

5 may acquire private or public property rights for controlled·access 

6 facilities and service roads, induding rights of access, air, 

7 view, and light, by gift, de\'ise. purchase, or condemnation 

8 in the same manner as such units are now or hereafter may be 

9 authorized by law to acquire such property or property rights 

10 in connection with highways and streets within their respective 

11 jurisdictions. All property rights acquired under the provisions 
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12 of thi~ act shall lw in fee simple. In conned ian with the 

l~ acquisition of property or property right~ fOI' any controlled-

11 dCCe,~ facility Or podion thereof, or ~el'\'ice road in connection 

if) therewith. the said cities, towng and highway authorjtie::t, in its 

! 5 discretion, acquire an entire lot. block, or tract of land, if. b; 

17 ,0 doin!!, the interests of the public will be best sen ed, even 

IS though gaid entire lot, block, or tl'act iR not immediately needed 

19 for the right-of-way proper. 

Sec. 6. New and existing facilities; gradc-crogging 

2 elimJllations. Cities, towns and highway authorities having 

;~ judgdiction 4tnd control ovE'r the highways of the ~tate. as provided 

4 by ehapter 103, Act;; of the 54th General A"embly, may designate 

5 and establish an exi;;ting street or highway as included within 

6 il controlled-access facility. The state or any of ib 

7 subdivisions shall have authority to provide for the elimination 

8 of inte"ections at grade of controlled-access facilities with 

~ existing state and county roads, and city or town or village 

10 streets, by grade separation or service road. or by closing olf 

11 such road~ and stleets at the right-of-way boundary line of ,uch 

12 contI oiled-au"" fdcility; and ufter the establishment of any 

13 wnll'oiled-acre" iacility. no highway or street which i, not 

11 part of said facility ;hall intersect the same at grade. ~o 

1;; city. 1()wn. 01' village street. cotlnty or state highwdY. or other 

16 public way shall be opened into Or connected with any such 

17 controlled-access facility without the consent and previou, 

18 approval of the highway authority in the state, county, city, 
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20 
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19 town or village having jurisdiction over such controlled·acce$S 

facility. Such consent and approval shall be given only if the 

public interest shall be strvcd thereby. 
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Sec. 7. Authority of local units to consent. Cities. town, 

and highway authorities having Jurisdiction and control over the 

highways of the state, as provided by chapter 103, Acts of the 54th 

General Assembly. are authorized to enter into agreements with 

each other, or with the Federal Government, respecting the 

financing, planning, establishment. imprO\iement. maintenance. u.se, 

regulation, or vacation of controlled-access facilities or other 

public ways in their respective jurisdictions, to facilitate 

9 the purposes of this act. 
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Sec. 8. Local service mads. In connection with the 

development of any contrOlled-access facility cities, towns and 

highway authorities having jurisdiction and control O\'cr lhe 

highways of the state, as provided by chapter 103, Act. at the 

54th General Assembly, are authoril.ed to plan. designate, 

establish, use, regulate. alter, improve, maintain, and vacate 

local service roads and streets or to designate as local service 

roads and streets any existing road Or street. and to exercise 

jurisdiction O,'er sen'ice roads in the same manne,' as is authorized 

o\'er controlled-access facilities under the terms of this act, 

if, in their opinion, suth local service roads and streets are 

nece"ary or desirable. Such local sen'ice roads or streets shall 

be of appropriate design, and 5ha11 be separated from the 

controlled-access facility proper by mean. of all devices designated 
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15 as necessary or desirable by the proper authority. 

1 Sec. 9. Unlawful use of controlled-access facilities; 

2 penalties. It is unlawful for any person (1) to drive a vehicle 

3 over, upon, or across any curb. central dividing section, or other 

4 separation or dividing line on controlled-acce~s facilities: 

5 (2) to make a left turn Or a semicircular or U-turn except through 

6 an opening prodded for that purpose in the di"iding curb section, 

7 separation. or line; (3) to drive any "ehide except in the proper 

l:l line pI'ovided for that purpose and in the proper direction and to 

9 the right of the central dividing curb, separation section. or 

10 line; 0) to drive any ,'ehiele into the controlled-access 

11 facility from a local service road except through an opening 

12 provided for that purpose in the dh'iding curb or dividing section 

13 or dividing line which separates such sen'ice road from the 

14 controlled-access facility property. Any per:;on who ,'iolates any 

15 of the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor 

16 and upon arrest and COll\'iction therefor. shall be punished 

J7 by a fine of not less ~han five dollar" ($5.00) nOr more than 

18 one hundred dollars ($100.00), or by imprisonment in the city 

19 or (Qunty jail for not less than 5 days nor more than 90 days, 

20 or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

1 Sec. 10. Severability. If any section, provision, or clause 

2 of this act shall be declared invalid or inapplicable to any 

3 person or circumstance such invalidity or inapplicability shall 

4 not be construed to affect the portions not SO held or persons 

I) Or circumstances not so affected. All laws 01' portions of laws 
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6 inconsistent with the policy and provisions of this act are 

7 hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency in its 

S application to controlled-access facilities provided for in this 

9 act . 
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