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An Act relating to the origination of titles to :VIotor Vehicles, 
trailers and semi· trailers, the issuance and transier of 
registrations and certificate of title to the same, the 
recording of liens thel'eon and to arr.end and repeal various 
sections of the Code relating theretQ. 

Be It Enacted by the General .4ssembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Section three hundl'ed twenty-one point eight 

2 (321.8), Code 1950, is hereby amended as follows: 

:l 1. By inserting after the comma (.) following the word 

4 "C:1.rd~" in line three (3) thereof. the words "cel'tiflcatC8 of 

5 title"; 

6 2. By striking the pel'iod (.J in line eight (8) lhel'eof 

7 and adding thereto "except manufacturer's Or importer's 

8 certificates .... 

1 Sec. 2. Section three hundred twenty-one point fourteen 

2 (321.14), Code 1950, is hereby amended by insertinl\' after the 

3 comma (.) following the word "card" in line two (2) thereof, 

4 the following "certificate of title, ... 

1 Sec. 3. Section three hundred twenty-one point twenty 

2 (321.20). Code 1950. is hereby amended as follows: 
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;~ 1. By striking the word "Every" mIme one (1) thereof 

.t atld in;;e.rting in lieu thereof the following "Except as othe,-wise 

;'j proviued in this chapter. every": 

f) 2. n,v jn.'H~rtjng the W01 d$ "and i::-suanu..' of a certificate 

7 of title" following the w0rd "I f>gi~tration" in !in(. '5ix (6), 

8 ther~of: 

9 3 By adding the following new ,ubsection thereto: 

10 1. "A s:at~me.nt of the applIcant', title and of all liens 

11 nr encumhrances upun ~a.id v?hicle and the llameg and ath.he:::-~e$ of 

12 all pt'r~on:, having' any inte: e<5t therein and the nalure of every 

1:3 -;!H'h interest" 

1-1 2. "\\,h~n such npplicatlon refer. to a new \'ehicle, it 'hall 

15 ~e ;lccumrilnil~rl h\' a manul;tcllllt'l"S Ot importer'$ ct:'rtificate duly 

16 a"ig'ned a, pro\ided ill ",ction 5lxteen (16) <)f this Act." 

1 SE"c. -1. Section three hUlldrecl twenty-one roint t\\"cnty-vn~ 

2 (3212]), lode 1050, is hereby repealed. 

1 Sec. 5. Section lhl'ee hundred twenty-one point twenty-two 

2 (321.22) Code J950, i, he,-cby repealed. 

Se( 6 Section three hunrh'ed twentY-0ne point twenty-three 

2 (321.~3), ('<,dt 1950, is hereby lepeale.d and the following ig 

:l substituted in lieu thereof: 

~ "J In the e\ent the "ehide to be regbt<:red is a ,petia!!\' 

.1 cdllstructed. reconstr tlered. or foreign vehicle. such fact shull 

I; be ,tated in the application. A fee of ,cvellty-fiw cents shall 

7 oe pilid /;)' the person making ,wch applicatlOn upon "guance of 

8 a certificate of title by the county trea,urcr. With reference 
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9 to every specially constructed or recon:;tructed motor vehicle 

10 subject to regi<tration the application shall be accompanied 

11 by a statement from the departmEnt authorizing such motor vehicle 

12 to b~ titled and registered in thi. ;;tate The department ,hall 

13 cau;;e a physical inspection to be. made of all i'llecially constructed 

1<1 or rcconstruct~d motor vehicle,;, upon application therefor by the 

15 owner thereof, to determine whethel' such motor ve.hicle is in a 

16 safe operating condition and that the integral component parts 

17 thereof are properly identified and that the) ightful owncr,hip 

18 is established before i;;suing ,uch owner the authorit~, to have the 

19 motor vehicle registered and titled as he) ein provided With 

20 reference to every foreign vehicle which has been registered 

21 heretofore outside of this state the owner shall sun ender io 

22 the tr~a:;Ul'~r all registration plates, registrativt1 cards, and 

23 certificates of title, or, if vehicle to be regi;;tered is from 

24 a non-ti~lc state, such evidence of foreign registration and 

25 ownelshir as may be prescribed by the department except as 

26 provided in subsection two (2) hereof. 

27 ":? Where in the cour,e of operation of a "ehicle registered 

28 in another state it is desirable to retain registration of ;aid 

29 \'ehicle in such other state, such applicant need not sunender 

30 but shall submit for inspection said evidence of such foreign 

31 registratIOn and the treasurer upon a proper showing shall 

32 registe)' said vehicle in this state but shall not issue a certificate 

33 of title for such vehicle. 

34 "3. In the event an applicant for registration of a foreign 
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:35 vehicle for which a certificate of title has been issued is able 

36 to furn"h evidence of being the registered owner of tlw vehicle 

~7 to the county tt'easurer of hI, regidence. although unahle to 

:,/l sUlTender :;ueh certIficate of title. the county treasurer may 

39 i,"ue d registration receipt and plates upon receipt of the 

40 required registration fee but shall not i",que a certificate of 

H tit!e thereto. l"pon surrender of the certificate of title 

42 from the foreign state. the county trea.urer fhall ISsue a 

·j3 certificate of title to the owner, or person entitled thereto, 

44 of such vehicle a.q provided in this chapter." 

1 Sec. 7. Section three hundred t\\'ent~'-olle point twentv-four 

2 (321.24), Code 1950. as amended is hereby repealed and the 

:3 follo\\'tng is ;;uo;;tituted in lieu thereof: 

4 "Cpon receipt of the application for title and payment of 

5 the required fee~ for motor vehicle, trailer, or semi.trailer, 

6 the county treasurer shaH. when Ratisfied as to the genumesg 

7 and regularity thereof, issue a registration receipt alld 

8 ccrtificate of title and shall file the application, the 

9 manufacturer':) ()l' irr.porter'g certificate, certificate oi title. 

10 Or other e,ideule of owner~hip, as pre;cribed hy the department. 

11 The registration receipt shall be delivered to the owner and 

12 shall contain upon the face thereof the date issued, the name 

13 and address of the owner, the registration number assigned to 

14 the ,·ehicle. the title number assigned to the owner of the 

15 ,chicle. the amount of the fee paid and such description of the 

16 vehicle as determined by the department and upon the reverse 
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ri side a form for notice of transfer of the vehicle. One copy 

18 of the registration receipt shall be retained by the county 

19 treasurer in a registration number file and said file shall 

20 be open for public inspection during reasonable business 

21 hours. Two copies shall be maIled to the department on 

22 date of issuance. The certificate of title shall contain 

23 upon the face thereof the identical information required upon 

24 the face of the registration receipt and such information shall 

25 be so placed on the title form as to permit the county treasurer 

26 to prepare the certificate of title simultaneously with the 

27 registlation receipt. In addition thel'eto, the certificate of 

28 title shall contain a statement of the owner's title, name and 

29 address of previous owner, and a statement of all liens and 

30 encumbrances as shown in the application, upon the vehicle 

31 therein described including the nature of the lien or liens, 

32 amount, date of notation and name and address of lienholder or 

33 lienholders. Said ce)·tificate shall bear thereon the seal of 

34 the county treasurer, his signature or that of his deputy, 

:>5 and shall provide space for th" signature of the owner. The 

36 owner shaH write his name in the space provided with pen and 

37 ink upon receipt of certificate of title. The Certificate of 

::l8 title shall contain upon the reverse side a form for assignrnent 

39 of title or interest and warranty thereof by the owner, for 

40 reassignments by a licensed dealer and for application for d 

41 new certificate of title by the transferee as pro\'ided in 

42 this chapter. All certificates of title shall be typewritten 

• 
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43 and shall be issued in triplicate The original certificate 

H of title qhdll be deli"erect to the owner in the e"ent no lien 

41) or ellcumhrance appems thereon. Otherwi.e the certiJicate of 

46 title ;,hall be delh'ered b)' the COUlll)' treaBllrel to the person 

47 holding the tirst li€n or encumbrance as shown in the certificate. 

48 One copy of the cfrtif:cate shall be l'et.ained by the COllnty 

49 tna,urer in a title number tile in the manner prescribed by 

50 the department and "hall remain in the file of the county 

.jl i...,SUIng' thf> titie until notification ()f c:lnc:ellatioJl ()f that 

52 d new tn)e ha~ b~en l:,;,sued as pro\Oided in this chapt4:'r. One 

5:, «)P), ,hall be mailed to the department on the date of issuance. 

5'1 The department "hall designate a uniform ,,,stem of title 

:;5 numbers:so as to inidcdte the county of issuantc." 

1 Sec. R. Section three hundred twenty-one point twenty-five 

2 (32125), Code 1950, is hereby amended a" followo: 

:l I. TIl' inserting in line four (4) thereof following the 

4 \\ord "registration" the words "and certiftcate of title"; 

;; 2. By striking the words "both on the front and" in line 

6 t~n (10) and inserting in lieu thereof the words "on the"; 

7 3. By inserting after the comma (.) following the word 

t\ "whicle" in line eleven (11) thereof, the following word "a", 

9 and by striking the word "cards" and inserting in lieu thereof 

10 the \\ ord "card" in line ele"en (11) thereof. 

Sec. 9. Section three hundred twenty-one point twenty-six 

2 (:321.26). Code 1950, is hereby amended as follows: 

3 1. By inserting in line three (3) thereof, following the 

• 
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4 word "registration" the words "and certificate of title"; 

5 2. By Rtriking the words "showing fec paid, by the p~l'son 

6 to whom it is iSBued" in Jines five (5) and six (6) and inserting 

7 in lieu thereof the words "to the use)' of the card bv sm'h 

8 manufacturer or dealer showing the fee paid by the person making 

9 the application, the county treasurer, or propel' county Or state 

10 official if purchaser is trom a foreign state, to whon1 fee waS 

11 mailed or delivered ami the date of mailing or delivery of fce.". 

1 Sec, J O. Seetion three hundred twenty-one point thirty 

2 (321.30). Code 1950, is hereby amended as follows: 

o 1. By inserting in line one 0) thereof foilowing the 

4 word "I'egistl'ation" the following words "and issuance of " 

5 certiticate of title"; 

6 2. By inserting in line two (2) following the words 

7 "transfer of' the words "title and" ; 

8 3. By inserting in line six (6) of subsection one 0) 

9 thereof following the word "registration" the words "ann 

10 issuance of a certificate of title"; 

11 4. By in~erting in line four (4) subsection three (3) 

'.' 

12 thereof following the word "registration" the words "and issuance 

13 of a certificate of title"; 

14 5. By striking the period (.) in line one (1) of subsection 

15 five (5) thereof and adding thereto "except a< provided in 

16 section nineteen (19) of this Act."; 

17 6. By adding the following new subsections thereto: 

18 a. "If application for registration and certificate of 
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19 title for a new vehicle is not accompanied by a manufacturer'" 

20 or importer's certificate duly assigned. 

21 ll. "If application for a transfer of l'egistration and issuance 

22 of a certificate of title for a used vehicle registered in this 

2:3 state is not accompanied by a certificate of title duly assigned. 

24 c. "If application and supporting documents are insufficient 

25 to authorize the issuance of a certificate of title as prodded 

26 by this chapter, except that an initial registration or transfer 

27 of registration may be issued as provided in section six (6) of 

28 this Act." 

1 Sec:. 11. Section three hundred twenty-one POint tll.irty-one 

2 (321.:11), Code 1950, is hereby amended as follows: 

j J. By striking from lines two (2) and three (3) thereof 

.. following the word "numerical" the words "and a motor number"; 

'j 2. By adding after the period (.) in line ten (10) 

G thereof the following: "The department shall also install and 

7 maintain all alphabetical file under the name of the owner for 

8 the ~tate at large and not for individual counties. Such file 

9 shall consi~t of a copy of the certificate of title including 

10 th,' notations of all liens recorded and relea~ed and such other 

11 information as the department deems necessary. The information 

12 to be kept in such file shall be entered therein within 

13 forty-eight (48) hours afte,' receipt insofar as is practical. 

14 The depart",enl ~hall also in"tall and maintain a file by motor 

l;'i numuer, or other identifying number of the vehide, which shall 

16 contain a full description of the vehicle as described On {he 
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17 certificate of title and the name and address of the previous 

18 owner. This file shall constitute the permanent history record 

19 of ownership of each vehicle titled under the laws of this state." 

1 Sec. 12. Section three hundred twenty-one point forty 

2 (321.40), Code 1950, is hereby amended by adding thereto the 

:> following: 

4 1. Registration receipts issued fol' renewals shail have 

:) the word "renewal" imprinted thereon and. if the owner making 

6 a renewal application has been issued a certificate of title, 

7 the title number shall appear on the registration receipt. All 

8 registration receipts for renewals shall be typewritten or printed 

9 b;' other mechanical means and shall be prepared in triplicate. 

10 The original registration receipt shall be issued to the applicant. 

11 one copy retained in the county treasurer's file and one copy 

12 shall be forwarded to the department. 

1:3 2. "No registration at a vehicle shall be renewed for 

14 the year 1958 unless the owner thereof shall have obtained a 

15 certificate of title therefor prior to such renewal. An)" 

16 owner of a vehicle regi,tered in this ,tate prior to the ~tTecti\'e 

17 date of this Act and for which a certificate of title has not 

18 previously been issued may apply for a certificate of title 

19 for such vehicle as provided in section three hundred twenty-one 

20 point twenty (:321.20), Code 1950, as amended by this Act with 

21 the exception that the current registration receipt only need 

22 accompany the application. A fee of seventy-nve (75) cents 

23 shall accompany such application." 
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1 Sec. 13. Section three hundred twenty-one point forty-one 

2 (321.41). Code 1950. ig hereby amended by striking- from line 

;{ fifteen (15) thereof the word "registration" and inserting 

,I in lieu thereot (he word "litle." 

1 Sec. 14. Section three hunrlred twcnly-{me point forty-tv·:o 

2 (;;21.42), Code 1950, ig hereby amended by addinc the following: 

3 "In the event of any lost or destroyed certificate of title, 

.j application shall be made to the d,'partment by the owner of 

5 cuch vehicle, or the holder of a lien thereon, for a certified 

G cupy of the sawe upon a form prbcribed bv the dcpartment and 

7 accompanIeu by a fee of two (2) dollar". Such application shall 

x he gig-ned dTld sworn to iJy th~ rer~ons making: the qame. Thereupon 

9 the departmelll 'hail mail a ccrl ined copy to the person entitled 

10 to receive the certificate of title as indi~ at~cl hy the records 

11 of the dqJdrlment at his mos~ recent addn:~s shown hv .such records. 

12 Such certified copy ~hall clearly be marken "duplIcate". The 

n new purchaser or transferee ,hall be entitled to receh'e an 

1-1 origma! title upon pregentdtIon of the a~signed duplicate copy 

1:) to t!:e lVi.lTlt\' treasurer of the county \vhcr<: suc:h new purchaser 

Hi 01 transferee re~ides. Any purchaser of such \"ehicle may, at 

17 the lime of purtha:;e, require the seller of ,ame to indemnify 

18 him and all gubsequcnt purcha~ers of such vchide again:;! any 

19 los,< which he or they may suffer by reagon of any daim or 

20 claim' pre:,cnted upon the Original certificate. Any person 

21 recovering an original certificate of tItle for whwh a duplicate 

22 ha~ been i,sued shall forthwith surrenner the game to a county 
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2;; treagurer or the department ," 

S, p, 182 

1 Sec, 15, Section three hundred twenty-one point forty-three 

2 (321.43), Code 19;;0, ig hereby amended by inserting in nne nine 

3 (9) thereof, follo\dn;:r the word "registered" the words "and titlc" , 

J Sec, 16, Section three hundred twenty-one point forty-five 

2 (32145), Code 1950, i, hereby repealed and the following 

3 substituted in lieu thereof; 

J 

;) 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

"I. So manufacturer, izr.porter, deaier or other per,on 

"hall sell or otherwise dIspose of a new vehicle subject to 

registration under the pro\'isions of this chapter to a dealer 

to be used by such dealer for purposes of display and lease or 

\'esale without delivering to such dealer a manufacturer's or 

importer's certificate duly executed and with such assignments 

thereon as may he necessary to show title in the purchaser 

thereof, nor shall such dealer purcha,c or acquire a new vehicle 

that is sllbjt'<:t to registration without obtaining from the 

Bcller thereof such manufacturer's or importer', certificate, 

In addition to the aSRignments st,lted herein, such manufactur<:r', 

or impol'ter's certificate shall contain thereon the identification 

and de.cription of the vehicle dclh'cred and the name and address 

of the dealer to whom said vehicle was originally sold over the 

signature of an authorized official of the manufacturer 01' 

importer who made the original delivery, 

"2, Except as provided in section twenty-one (21) of this 

Act, no person shall acquire any right, title, claim or interegt In 

or to any vehicle subject tn registration under this chapter 
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2:~ frrlm the owner thereof except by virtue oC a certificate of 

2'1 title isgued or assigned to him for such vehicle or by "irtue 

25 of a manufacturer's or importer's certificate delivered to him 

21; 

27 

28 

29 

31 

'I') .", 

3·1 

35 

38 

39 

40 

41 

for such "ehicle; nor shall any wah'er or estoppel operate in 

favor of any person claiming title to or interest in any vehicle 

again,t a person having posse:lsion of the certificate of title 

or manufacturer's or importer's certificate for such vehicle 

for a \ aluable consideration. ~o court in any case at law 

or equity ;hall recognize the right, titk, claim or interest 

of any pel'gon in or to any vehicle subject to registration sold 

or dbpo:,ed of, or mortgaged or encumbered, unless evidenced by 

a certificate of title or manufacturer's or importer's certificate 

duly i'sued in atcordancc with the provisions of this Chapter. 

,.:;. Fpon the transfer of any registcl'ed vehicle, the owner 

shall endorse an as.ignment and warranty of title upon the 

certificate of title for such vehicle with a statement of all 

liens and encumbrances thereon, which statement shall be 

verified under ()ath uy the owner, and he shall deliver the 

errtineate of title to the purchaser or transferee at the time, 

of delivering the, ehicle except a" otherwise provided in thig 

chapter. The owner shall also sign the reverse side of the 

registration card iseued for such vchide indicating the name 

45 and address of the transferee and the date of the transfer." 

Sec. 17. Section three hundred twenty-one point forty-six 

2 (:3~1.46), Code 1950, is hereby repealed dnd the following 

" ,ub~tituted in lieu thereof: 

• 

• 
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4 "The purchaser or transferee shall immediately apply for 

5 and obtain from the county treasurer of hi" residence a transfer 

6 of registration and a new certificate of title for $uch vehide 

7 except as provided in section nineteen (19) of this Act. The 

8 purchaser or transferee shall present with the application 

9 the certificate of title endorsed and assigned by the previous 

10 owner and the signed registration card." 

11 "Upon filing the application for a registration transfer 

12 and a new title, the applicant shall pay a fee of seventy-five 

13 (75) cents. The county treasurer, if satisfied of the genuineness 

14 and regularity of the application and that applicant has complied 

15 with all the requirements of this chapter, shall forthwith issue 

16 a new certificate of title and registration card to the purchaser 

17 or transferee and shall forward the necessa,'Y copies to the 

18 department on the date of issuance. as prescribed in section 

19 seven (7) of this Act." 

1 Sec. 18. Section three hundred twenty-one point forty-seven 

2 (321.47). Code 1950, is hereby repealed and the following 

3 enacted in lieu thereof: 

4 "In the event of the transfe'r of ownership of any vehicle 

5 by operation of law a8 upon inheritance. devise or bequest. 

6 order in bankruptcy. insolvency. replevin, foreclosure Or 

7 execution sale, or whene\"er the engine of a motor vehicie is 

8 replaced by another engine, 01' whenever a vehicle is sold to 

9 satisfy an artisan's lien as provided in chapter 577 of the 

10 Code. 1950, or repossession is had upon default in performance 
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11 of the terms of a chattd mortgage. trust receipt. conditional 

12 ""Ies contract or other like agreem~Jlt. the treasurer of the 

J;l coanty ill which the last certificate of title to any such vchicle 

14 wa" i,"ued, upon the ,urrender uf the prior certificate of title 

13 or manuLJcturer'g Ot' importer's certificate, or when that 

16 is not possible, upon presentation of satisfactory proof to 

17 the county treasurer of o"w"nership anll right of possession to ;)uch 

18 \'ehwle and upon payment of a fee of seventy·Jive (75) cents 

J l) and the present<ltion of an application for registration and 

20 certificate uf tiLle, may i"ue to the applicant a registration 

21 canj for such vehicle and a certificate of title thereto. If, 

22 from the records In the office of the county treasurer, there 

23 appear to be any lien or liens on such vehicle, such cenifieate 

24 of title shall contain a statement of such lien, unIcs" the 

25 applicatIOn is accompanied by proper evidence of their ,atisfaclion 

26 or extinction." 

1 SCI'. 19. Section three hundred tweoty·one point lorty·eight 

2 (32148), Code 1950. is hereby repealed and the following 

3 'uh,tituted in lieu thereof· 

4 "1. When the transferee ur purchaser of a vehicle is a 

;; de,lIer \\ ho holds the same for res<lle and operates the same 

6 only for purpo,es incident to a resale and di,plays thereon 

7 the 1 egif-tration plates issued for such vehicle. or digpiay~ his 

8 dealer plates thereon or does not drh'e such vehicle or permit 

9 it t,) be driwn upon the highways. ,uch tran~feree shall not 

10 be required to obtain transfer of registration or a new certificate 

• 
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11 of title but upon trangferring his title 01' interest to another 

12 person ~hall exeeut~ and acknowledge an assignment and warranty 

13 of title upon the certificate of title assigned to him and 

14 deliver the same to the person to whom such transfer is made. 

15 The dealer shall also sign the reverse side of the regi~tration 

16 card fo,' such vehicle indicating the name and address of the 

17 new purcha$er." 

18 "2. Any vehicle purchased or otherwise acquired by a 

19 dealer for the purposes 01 resale from an owner residing in a 

20 foreign state shall be issued a certificate oj title thereto 

21 by the county h'easurer of the dealer's residence upon propel 

22 applkatioll therefor as pro"ided in this chapter and such Ilealer 

23 shall be exempt from the payment of any and all registration 

24 fees to such vehicle." 

25 

2G 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

"3. Whenever a dealer put'chases or otherwise acqllire~ a 

vehicle registel'~d in this state he shall issue a signed receipt 

to the pre"ious owner, indicating the date of purchase or 

acquisition, the name and address of such previous owner and the 

registration number of the vehicle purchased or acquired. The 

original re~eipt shall be delh'ercd to the owner on the date of 

purchase or acquisition and two copies shall be mailed or delivered 

by the dealer to the county treasurer of hi. re~idence within 

fot'ty-eight (48) hours after purchase 01 acquisition, The count)' 

treasurer shall forward one copy to the department Forms for 

such receipts shall be furnished by the department. 

"4. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit 
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37 a dealer from obtaining a new certificate of title and transfer 

38 of registration in the same manner as other purchasers." 

1 Sec. 20. Section three hundred twenty-one point fOI·ty-nine 

2 (321.49), Code 1950, is hereby repealed and the following 

3 Rub"tit"t"d in lieu thereof: 

4 "1. It an application tor tran,fer of registration and 

.1 certificate of title is not submitted to the county treasurer 

G of the rbidence of purchaser or transferee within five (5) 

7 day;; of actual change of possession. a penalty of five (5) 

8 dollars 'hall accrue against said vehicle, and no registration 

9 card or certificate of title shall thereaft€!' be issued until 

10 penalty is paid." 

1] "2. Certificate<; of title to vehicle, may be assigned by 

12 an attorney in fatt of the owner under a power of attorney 

13 appointed and so empuwered on forms provided by the department . 

. 14 Sueh power of attorney shall be filed by the transferee with the 

15 application for title." 

1 Sec. 21. Section three hundred twenty-one point fifty 

2 (321.50). Code 1950, is hereby repealed and the following 

3 substltllted in lieu thereof: 

4 "The provisions of chapter 556, Code 1950. shall ne\'er be 

5 construed to apply to or permit or require the deposit. filing 

6 or other record whatsoever, of a chattd mortgage, eonvevance 

7 intended to operate as a mortgage, trust receipt, conditional 

R sales contract, or similar instrument, or any copy of the same 

9 co\'ering a vehicle subject to registration under the law5 of 

• 
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10 this state, Any mortgage, conveyance intended to operate a~ 

11 a mortgage, trust receipt, conditional sales contract or similar 

12 instrument co\'ering such vehicle, if such instrument )s accompanied 

13 by delivery of such manufacturer's or importer's certificate and 

14 followed by actual and continued possession of the same by the 

15 holder of said instrument or, in the case of the certificate of 

16 title, if a notation of same has been made by the county treasurp~' 

17 on the face thereof, shall be valid as against the creditors of 

18 the mortgagor, whether armed with process or not, and subsequent 

19 purchasers, mortgagees and other lienholders 01' claimant., but 

20 otherwise shall not be valid against them, All lie,}s, mortgages 

21 and encumbrances, noted on a certificate of title, shaJl t,ake 

22 priority according to the order of time in which the same are 

23 noted thereon by the county treasurer, Exposure for "ale of 

24 any such vehicle by the owner thereof, with the knowledge and 

25 consent of the holder of any lien: mortgage or encumbrance 

26 thereon, shall not render the same void or ineffective aR against 

27 subsequent purchasers or the creditors of such owner or holder 

28 of subsequent liens, mortgages or encumbrance" upon such moto)' 

29 vehicle or trailer. The holder of a chattel mortgage, trust receipt, 

30 conditional sales contract, or similar instrument, upon presentation 

31 of such instrument or certified true copy thereof. to the 

32 treasurer of the county where such certificate of title was 

33 issued, together with the certificate of title and a fee of 

34 seventy-fi"e (75) centg, may have a notation of guch lien made 

35 on the face of such certificate of title. The county treasu"e)' 
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36 ~hall enter said notation and the date thereof over th" signature 

3, of ,uch officer or deputy and the seal of office, and he shall 

38 also note guch lien and the date thereof on the duplicate of 

39 game on file, and on that day shall notity the department on 

40 r orms provided by the department, which "hall note such liens 

41 on the duplicate title in its file. The county treasurer shall 

12 also indicate by appropriate notation on such instrument itself 

43 or certiilcd true copy thereof, the fact that such lien has been 

14 noted on the certificate of title. The county treasurer upon 

45 receipt of a lien duly executed in the manner prescribed by law 

46 governing such lien instruments, together with the fee prescribed 

.j, for notation of lien, 'hall mail a notification to the first 

48 lienholder at the address of such first lienholder as indicated 

-19 by recordg of the county treasurer, to del;,'er to the county 

50 treasllrer, within fifteen (1G) days from the date of notice, 

Sl the certificate of title to permit notation of such junior lien. 

52 After sllch notation of lien, the county treasurer shall delh'er 

53 the eel tilicate of title to the first lienholder. The holder of 

54 ""eltificale of title who refu~e~ to deliver a certificate or 

55 title to the county treasurer for the purpose of showing the junior 

56 lien ')11 >uch (el'liliratc of title within fifteen (15) days from 

5, the date when notified to do so by the county treasurer, shall 

58 be liable for damages to such junior lienholder for the amount 

59 of damages ,uch junio.· lienholder suffered by reason of the 

60 holder of the certificate of title refusing to permit the 

61 showing of such lien on the said certificate of title. When a 

• 
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62 lien is discharged. the holder thereof shall execute a notarized 

63 release within twenty (20) days after payment is received, Buch 

64 release to contain the certificate of title number, the amount 

65 of the lien and the date of the notation thereof. The holder 

66 shall also note a cancellation of same on the face of the 

67 certificate of title over his. her or its signature, and deliver 

68 the lelease and cel·tificate of title to the county treasurer 

69 where title was issued who shall note the cancellation of said 

70 lien on the face of the certificate of title and on the duplicate 

71 of same on file in his office, and on the same day shall notify 

72 the department, which shall note such release on the duplicate 

73 title in its file. The county treasurer shall then deliver 

74 the certificate of title to the then first lienholder, or, if 

75 thele is no :;uch perRon, to the owner, or as otherwise directed 

76 by the owner. Said cancellation of lien shall be noted on the 

77 certificate of title by the county treasurer without charge. 

78 The provisions of chapter 556 shall continue to apply to the 

79 deposit, filing, refiling or other record whatsoever of a 

80 chattel mortgage, conveyance intended to operate as a mortgage, 

81 trust receipt, conditional sales contract, or other similar 

82 instrument, or any copy of same, made prior to October I, 1953. 

83 and covering a motor vehicle, semi·trailer or trailer:' 

1 Sec. 22. Section three hundred twenty-one point fifty-two 

2 (321.52), Code 1950, is hereby repealed and the following 

3 sub"tituted in lieu thereof. 

4 "1. "'hen a vehicle is permanently dismantled or destroyed 
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5 so that it can no longer be used on the puhlic highway or i, 

6 sold by the owner. dealer or otherwise, for junk, the owne .. 

7 ;hall detach the reg-i,tration plates and registration card and 

8 surrender same along- with the certificate of title to the 

9 county treasurer who shall cancel same on his records and forward 

10 the certificate of title to the department. The certificate of 

J 1 title surrende"ed by the owner ghall have noted thereon the 

12 purpose of cancellation and the name of the purchaser if sold 

13 for junk and ,ueh notation shall be duly ~ig:ned hy the owner. 

14 The department shall notify the title issuing: counto', If other 

15 than the eOlloty where title wag senendered. authorizing the 

J 6 treasure.' to cancel and destroy all records pertaining to the 

17 particuldr "chicle. The department b not authorized to make a 

Hi refund of hcen,. fees on a dismantled, destroyed or junked 

19 "ehicle unless and until the certificate of title thereto ha, 

20 been surrendered. 

21 "2. When a ,'ehlde is sold outside the state for purposes 

22 other than for] unk the owner. dealer or otherwi,e. thereof. 

2:1 shall detach the registration plates and registration carel and 

24 shall indicate on the reverse side of such registratIOn card 

25 the name and address of the foreign purchaser or transferee 

2G over his signature. The owner shall surrender the plates and 

27 registration card to the county treasurer who shall cancel his 

28 records and shall de~troy the plates and forward the registration 

29 card to the department. The department shall make a notation 

30 on the records of the out-of-state sale. and. after a reasonable 

• 

t 
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31 period, may destroy the files to that particular vehicle except 

32 the motor file, The department is not authorized to make a 

33 refund of license fees on a vehide sold out-of-state unless 

34 and until it recei"es the registration card completed as herein 

35 provided." 

1 Sec. 23. Section three hundred twenty-one point sixty-se,'en 

2 (321.67), Code 1950, is hereby repealed and the following 

3 substituted in lieu thereof: 

4 "I. 1\0 person, except as provided in section six (6) and 

5 sixteen (16) of this Act shall sell or otherwise dispose of a 

6 registered "ehicle or a vehicle subject to 

7 registration without delivering to the purchaser or transferee 

8 thereof a certificate of title with such assignment thereon 

9 as may be nece,sary to show title in the purchaser. 

10 "2. Xo person shall purchase or otherwjse acquire or 

11 bring into this state a registered vehicle or a vehicle 

12 subject to registration without obtaining a certificate of 

13 title thereto except for temporary uSe or as provided in 

14 section six (6) and sixteen (16) of this Act. 

1 Sec. 24. Section three hundred twentl:-one point sixty-eight 

2 (321.68), Code 1950. is hereby amended as follows: 

3 1. By striking the period (.) in line seven (i) of 

4 paragraph (a) of subsection one (1) thereof and suhstituting in li('u 

5 thereof the following: "with a certification signed by both 

6 the vendee and the vendor that the certificates of title 

i pertaining to all the used motor vehicles listed on the inventory 



S. F. 181 -22-

8 hU\'e been duly aS$igned to the "enoee a$ prescribed in this 

9 chapter."; 

10 2. By repealing paragruph (b) of subsection one (1) 

11 thereof; 

12 3. By repealing subsection threi! (3) thereof. 

1 Sec. 25. Section three hundred twenty-one point seventy 

2 (:~21.70). Code 1950, is hereby amended by striking the word 

:3 "repo,,;cssed" in linc sixteen (16) thereof. 

1 Sec. 26. Section three hundred twenty-one point seventy-one 

2 (321.71). Code 1950, is hereby repealed. 

1 Sec. 27. Section three hundred twenty-one point ninety-three 

2 (:;21.93), Code 1950, is hereby amended by striking the words 

3 "regi.tI·ation and transfer" in lines six (6) and seven (7) 

1 thereof and substituting in lieu thereof the word "title". 

1 Sec. 28. Section thl.ee hundred twenty-one point 

2 ninety-~ix (021.96). Code 1950, is hereby amended by striking 

:l the word "certificate" in line five (5) thereof and inserting in 

4 lieu thereof the following: "receipt, certificate of title,". 

1 Sec. ~9. Section three hundred twenty-one point 

2 ninety-"~\'en (321.97), Code 1950, i~ hereby amended by inserting 

:~ aftel the word "of" in line three (3) thereof the following: 

4 "or certificate of titie to". 

1 Sec. :sO. Section three hundred twenty-one point 

2 nllld} -eight (321.%), Code 1950, is hereby amended as follows: 

:, 1. By inserting, following the word "registered" in line 

4 foul' (4) thereof the words "and titled"; 

• 
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5 2. By inserting following the word "year" in line nine 

6 (9) thereof the words "and unless a certificate of title has 

7 been issued for such vehicle". 

1 Sec. 31. Section three hundred twenty-one point one 

2 hundred (321.100), Code 1950. is hereby amended by inserting 

3 after the word "any" in line one (1) of subsection one (1) 

4 thereof the following: "certificate of title, manufacturer's 

5 or importer's certificate,". 

1 Sec. 32. Section three hundred twenty-one point one 

2 hundred one (321.101), Code 1950, is hereby amended by adding 

3 the following: "The department is hereby authorized, and it 

4 shall be its duty, to cancel a certificate of title that appears 

;; to have been improperly issued. Upon cancellation of any 

6 certificate of title the department shall notify the county 

7 treasurer who issued the same, who shall forthwith enter the 

8 cancellation upon his records. The department shall also notify 

9 the person to whom "uch certificate of title was issued, as 

10 well as any lienholders appearing thereon. of the cancellation 

11 and shall demand the surrender of such certificate of title. 

12 but the cancellation shall not affect the validity of any lien 

13 noted thereon." 

1 Sec. 33. Section three hundred twenty-one point one 

2 hundred three (321.103). Code 1950, is hereby amended as 

3 follows: 

4 1. By inserting after the word "vehicle" in line three (3) 

5 thereof the follov.'ing: ", or certificate of title."; 
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B 2. By ingerting after the comma (.) following the word 

7 "registration" in line eight (8) thereof the following: 

~ "certificate of title .... 

! Sec. 34. Section three hundred twenty-one point one hundred 

Z four (321.104). Code 1950. ig hereby repealed and the following 

1 substituted in lieu thereof: 

~ "It is a misdemeanor. punbhable as provided in section 

.) three hundred twenty-one point four hundred eighty-two (321.482) • 

., Code 1950. for any person to commit any of the following acts: 

7 "1. To operate any motor vehicle upon the highways upon 

\l which the certificate of title has been canceled. or while a 

9 certificate of registration of a motor vehicle is suspended 

10 or revoked. 

11 "2. For a dealer. or a pergon acting on behalf of a dealer 

12 to acquire. purchase. hold or display for sale a motor vehicle 

13 without having obtained a manufacturer's or importer's certificate 

14 or a certificate of title. or assignments thereof. unless 

15 otherwise provided in this chapter. 

16 ":I. Any person who shall fail to surrender allY certificate 

17 of t itk Or registration card or license plates upon cancellation. 

18 suspension or revocation of the same by the department and notice 

19 thereof as prescribed in this chapter. 

20 "4. Any person whoe\'er shall purport to sell or transfer 

21 a motor \'ehicle, trailer Or semi-trailer without delivering 

22 to the purchaser or transferee thereof a certificate of title or 

23 a manufacturer'" or importer's certificate thereto duly 

, 
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assigned to such purchaser as provided in this chapter. 

"5. Any person whoever shall violate any of the other 

provisions of this chapter or any lawful rules or regulation 

promulgated pursuant to the provisions of this chapter." 

S. F. 181 

Sec. 35. Ses;tion three hundred twenty-one point one 

hundred nine (321.109), Code 1950, is hereby amended as follows: 

1. By striking the word "shall" in line sixteen (16) 

thereof and substituting in lieu thereof the word "may"; 

2. By adding to"said section the following: "Such purchaser 

may apply for a c~rtificate of title by surrendering the 

manufacturer's or importer's certificate of title, duly 

assigned as provided in this chapter. In this event, the 

treasurer in the county of purchase shall, when satisfied with 

the genuiness and regularity of the application, and upon payment 

of a fee of seventy-th'e (75) cents, issue a certificate of 

title in the name and address of such non-resident purchaser 

delh'ering the same to the person entitled thereto as provided 

14 in this chapter. 

15 3. By striking the word "shall" in line eight (8) "ection 

16 One (1) of chapter one hundred fourteen (114), Laws of the 

17 Fifty-fourth General Assembly, and substituting in lieu thereof 

18 the word "may", 

1 Sec. 36. Section three hundred twenty-one point one 

2 hundred twenty-six (:321.126), Code 1950, is hereby amended: 

3 1. By adding to subsection one (1) thereof the following: 

4 "With reference to the destruction or dismantling of a vehide, 
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5 the affidavit shall be accompanied by the certificate of title 

6 as provided in section twenty-two (22) of this Act. With 

7 reference to the removal of a vehicle from this state as provided 

8 herein. the affidavit shall contain a statement indicating the 

9 foreign registration number of such vehicle. the ~ame and address 

10 of the official of the foreign state to whom the Iowa certificate 

11 of title has been surrendered and the number of the foreign 

12 certificate of title issued for such vehicle. if registered in 

13 a title law state." 

14 2. By striking the figures "321.45" in line six (6) 

15 thereof and inserting in lieu thereof the following: "twenty-two 

16 (22) of this Act". 

1 Sec. :3i. Section eleven (11) of chapter one hundred 

2 thirty-seven (137), Laws of the Fifty-fourth General Assembly. 

=> i" hereby amended by striking from lines three (3) and four (4) 

4 thereof the word "twenty-fi"e" and inserting in lieu thereof 

5 the word "forty". 

1 Sec. 38. Section three hundred twenty-one point one 

2 hundred fifty-two (:321.152), Code 1950. is hereby amended 

3 as follows: 

4 1. By striking from line seven (7) thereof the words 

5 ··transfer of registration" and inserting in lieu thereof the 

6 following: "title and for each notation of a lien or encumbrance 

7 when a fee therefore is prescribed by the provisions of this 

8 chapter"; 

9 2. By striking from line thirteen (13) thereof the 

• 
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10 figures "321.24" and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

1 "seven (7) of this Act" . 

1 Sec. ~9. The effective date of this Act ~ha\\ be October 

2 1, 1953. 

1 1. Amend Senate File 181, section 7, by striking 
2 the word "inidcate" in line 65 thereof and inserting 
3 in lieu thereof the word "indicate". 
4 2. Further am-ena" ~enate"F;;11:;.~18"'1;-,-s:Ce:-:c::e7ti'-o::n:-;1-;4't,--
5 by striking the period (.) after the word "duplicate" in line 
6 12, and adding the following: "and shall be 
7 identical in every respect to the original to include notation 
8 upon the face thereon of liens or encumbrances disclosed by the 
9 records of the department. t;pon issuance of title the pre\'ious 

10 certificate last issued shall be void." 
).. 11 3. Further amend Senate·:'-:-iF~i1":'e:;I;';8;;1-, -s""ec"'ti"o::n~I"5, by 

12 striking the word "title" in line 3 and inserting· 
18 in lieu thereof.. thLvcord "titled".' 
14 4. Further amend Senate Fili':.'--"18'"1;-,-.:-:ec-t"i"on::-'I"9', "bC'y'---

'" 15 striking all of subsgction 2 and substituting theretor 
16 the to\1owing Sllbl;tetl0n: '(' 
17 '12. Any foreign registered vehicle purchased or otherwise 
18 acquired by a dealer for the purpose of resale shall be issued a 
19 certificate of title thereto by the county treasurer of the 
20 dealer's residence upon proper application therefor as provided 
21 in this chapter and upon payment of • fee of seventy-ftve (75) 
22 cents and such dealer shall be exempt from the payment 01. any and 
23 all registratlon fees for such vehicle.» -
24 6. Further amend Senate File 181, section 32, 
Z5 by striking the period (.) after the word IUissuedu in line 
26 6, and ad~·ng the following: "or traudulenUy obtained." 
Filed (( 00" 
February 19, 1 53. By C<>M .. rrnz ON MOTOR VE:HICLES. 

1 Amend section 21, Senntg File 181. by inserting in line 20 
2 following the period in said line the following "The county 
S treasurer shall note upon the certificate of title all liens 
4 shown in the apphcntion for such certificate of tiUe. upon 
5 the paymer.t of a fee of seventy-five cents (76e) for each lien 
6 apPeAring on such application." 

Filed nnd adopted 
February 20, 1953 By V£ST . 

S. F. 181 



A.mend Senate File 181 by addmg a ne\\>' se<.:tlotl: . ~ 
2 S(!:ctiQn thr« hUlldr~d twenty-one pOtnt ()ne hundred thlrty~ ~I~!' -'I " . 
3 four (321.134)' Code 1950. is hereby a.m~nded. by stflktng from 

(21) the v.ord: "thirty and iubstilUtlng the 4 line t\\cnty-onc 

!) word "se· .. enty" tn lieu thereof. )l00TY of Grundy. 3/17 
..... f;:; }'iled 

f } }!.r<h 1~. 1~53. GOOi)£. or Davis 

1 1. Amend Se;ate File 181 hy' -;triking the period (.-)- ~.",.., «Z:;~ 3j;f.> 
2 after the word ";5tatc" in Ime Um (0) of s~tion twenty- ~ I • 
J ont' (21) and udding the followlng ~ ". except \..r:\iler~ :oubje<:t 31,1 
" tQ a reglstration fee of ten dollars ($10) or less," ~ '47 
5 2. Further amend by adding the followwg nc\~' ~tlon lrfj-
t) "Pro\-ided. howe\'cr, trail~rs :.ubiect tQ a It!;Z-I~tl':;ltion f~e 
t of ten dollars ($10) or le;:,s shu.1l be exempt from the .3: J 
8 (~rtlft("tlte nf titl~ and hf!n pro\"isl()n,~ of thi~ ~ct." /17 

rUed H"\:-"SUN of Lyon. Q . -r; ~ 
Mar<.:h 16, 1953. ME'tt:..r~ of Stlc. ~, 0 

WE..'HOX of Buchanan. ~ 
P.-\l:L o! POWC<5hick. 3/17 
VAN ZWOL of O'Brien. 
~llSON of Woodbury, 

:2 adding following the period in ~ine t\\"lllty-threc (23) of section 
Amend the SCnUl!;! committct> ~mendntent, of S('''Ql.e File lSI by ~ 

3 nir.et~n (1)) the following '"~u(:h ::p,IH::~tion for cCltificato of 21 
4. tit.le !>haH be mfulf'! within ror~y-eight (4;?) hours after ')aid \·ehl<.:le ..7;1 
5 comes wlthin the hQcder of the state ~ 

,dod 

:Hardl 16, lDf>~. :lfOOTY of Grundy. " /1 

1 Amend Senate File 181 bv l'tnklOg' sce-
2 lilm twenty-five (25) 
:3 lh~ldl()m and lenumbering the r(.'msu:lllg 

!':t!ctioll~. 

Aml;!nJment lo~t 
Man:h 1";', 1253. W ATS{)S or Warren. 

the title "61 Scnate File 181 by st,riking 'all . of 
1 Amend. d "thereon" In hne four (4) 2 ·d tl··le ""'ollowln'>" the wor . 

1:181 l ~ n • 11 .. to pl'"csenbe 
3 .9.nd inSCl'tlDg in lieu thereot the ~o OWing, d 

certain annual registratlOn felM lor truck:., t:acLO~ ~n rl 
road-trailers to ame-nd or repeal \'a'ri<)uYl ~~t\on", Q ~of e 

< ~, d lIotate money:. resultlllg rom 
6 1950 rcla~ing tht'lt'tO an to a . -' d f nd" 
'" certain hcense f~ increases tQ th~ pnrnary roa u . 

Amendment lost KE.RR of Shelby. 
)I~rch 17, 1~53 
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