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A BILL FOR 
An Act to amend section four hundred twenty-five 

point eleven (425.11) of the Code relating 
to the definition of the word "owner" of a 
homestead. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1 SectIOn four hundred twenty-five point 

2 eleven (425.11) is hereby amended by striking therefrom 

3 paragraph number two (2) and insertmg in lieu thereof 

4 the folloWIng: "2. The word 'owner' shall mean a person 

5 who is actually occupying the teal estate under a title 

6 interest therein as the holder of an estate in fee. or 

7 for life including a surviving spouse who has elected to 

8 occupy the homestead. Provided thdt if the complete title 

9 mterest in the property is held by persons all of whom 

10 are actually li"ing in the dwelling house, or. the claimant 

11 is actually occupying the real estate under a title interest 

12 therein as the holder of a life estate or a fractional 

13 interest in fee or for life and all other fractional interests 

14 or remainder or reversionary interests are held br person$ 

15 to whom the claimant or the claimant's 5pouse (whether 
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16 hvmg or dead) is or was related by blood, affinity 01' 

17 legal adoption, the clannant shall be deemed to be 

18 'owner'. Pro\'ided further that where the claimant is 

19 occupying the premises under a contract of purchase, 

20 ;,uch contract must be in writing and recorded on or 

21 before July 1 of the year for which credit IS claimed, 

22 with the recorder of the county in which the property 

23 i~ located and it must be shown that not Ie", than one-

24 tenth (1 10) of the purchage price named in said written 

25 ,n"trument actually has been paid. "0 (redit :;hall be 

26 allowed where the c1almdnt is not an owner as herein 

'27 pnnioed. 

1 Sec. 2. Thi;; Act being deemed of immediate 

2 Importan(c shall /x in full force ilnd effect upon ltS 

;, puuliu,llon In the Charles City Daily Pre"", a 

4 newspaper publI"hed at Charles City, and in th~ Bedford 

fi Time' Press, ~ newspaper publIshed at Bedford. Iowa 
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Tho..:: worClir.g- of the plcsent ~t,atuw defining 'o\\ner' is ambiguoui ~nd conflicting 
und.u iltRraJ :ntclpretarion would pe!'mlt II. contract pun.hllsel of a fractional m~rest 
WhCI e other inte! ehls were not owned by blood r~lati .... es to Qbul.ln n cre<iit, ,,\>'herea:=, 
after hp had acquil~d a deed no uedit would be ailowabic. The pr~sent statu~. for 
e:..amp:E'. , .. (];.\ires,denlal of a cI'edlt whelte' title is -;halt'd between a father und !:oon, 
if the son',; wlte IS named lr. the deed Thig IS a hardl'\hip upon those who dIn not 
reC't~I\'C sound ~I.\h·lce in dril.ftinp: their title Instruments The amendment ".-QuId do 
away with thiS dltltindion and would not substantially increase the c1aim~ upon the 
fund for the rea150n that where such c1~lmll lUI.! denied. the {~milies have their title 
corrected Th~ pres~nt l'\totute disting-uishes between persons who hold identical title 
Inwrel>t~ hf:causc of the way In which ther 8,<.qulred their inter{Mt, The proposed 
amcn,imt'nt (;(mfo)ms to the Pl~St~r.t administration of th~ statute except that claims 
wuuld be a.llowabltc' where title i'-) 15hared by a family in !=ltuations where because of 
marri;;JJ..,'"t.', thl:' o .... uers n'ele not all relBtcd by blood, 
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