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February 26. 1953. House File 368 
Passed on File. By !\II~ES A~D ilUNING CO:lHllTTEE. 

~.A1-53 Passed House. Date ......................................... . 

Vote: Ayes ...... .&.J.......... N ays ..... 4. ........... . 
Passed Senate. Date ...... :1.~/.~-!??J. ................ . 
Vote: Ayes ..... .f.'l ........... Nays ...... !... .......... . 
Approved ............. +o . .7.~.~~ ....................... . 

A BILL FOR 
An Act to amend chapter eighty-two (82) relating to mines and 

state mine inspectors, and to amend sections eighty-two point 
thirteen (82.13), eighty-two point eighty (82.80), relating 
to the office of local mine inspectors, section eighty-two 
point eighty-one (82.81), eighty-two point ninety (82.90), 
eighty-two point one hundred two (82.102), eighty-two point 
one hundred three (82.103)' eighty-two point one hundred four 
(82.104), eighty-two point one hundred twenty· five (82.125). 
Code 1950, to promote greater safety in mines and to conform 
with certain requirements of Public Law 552, Laws of the 82nd 
Congress, approved July 16, 1952, to repeal subsections th'e 
(5) and six (6) of section eighty-two point one hundred twenty
seven (82.127), Code 1950, which are obSOlete, and to amend 
section eighty-three point One (83.1), Code 1950, relating to 
mines other than coal mines and to provide greater safety in 
such mines. 

Be It Enacted by the General .4.ss",mbly of the State of Iou'a: 

1 Section 1. Amend section eighty·two point thirteen (82.13), 

2 Code 1950, by striking from line eleven (11) the words "one hun· 

3 dred eighty" and substituting in lieu thereof the words "three 

4 hundred". 

1 Sec. 2. Amend section eighty·two point eighty (82.80), Code 

2 1950, by striking from lines one (1) and two (2) the words "from 

3 the solid", 

1 Sec. 3. Amend section eighty·two point eightr-one (82.81). 

2 Code 1950, by striking from lines four (4), five (5), six (6), and 



H. F. :%8 -2-

3 sewn (7). the words "scraper. or tool that is not tipped on each 

4 end thereof w.th at least five inches of hrass. copper. or other 

r; nonsparking metal." and H.bstituting in lieu thereof the words. 

6 "unless such. tamper be made of wood .... 

1 Sec. 4. Amend section eighty·two point ninety (82.90). Code 

2 1950. by striking all of that portion of said section afte. the 

3 word "dusty" in line four (4) and substituting ill lieu thereof the 

4 word, "shall cause the same to be sprinkled Or rock dusted at least 

5 once each \\ eck Provided. however. that if the state mine inspect

f) or findg that any mine requires sprinkling or rock dusting oftener 

7 than once a week in order to promote the safety at persons and 

8 propcl·ty in such mine. the operator of such mine shall cause the 

9 same to be sprinkled or dusted from time to time other than once 

10 a week when so ordered by the state mine inspector." 

Sec 5. Amend ~ecti(Jn eighty-two point One hundred h"o 

:2 (82.102). Code 1 %0. by striking the entire geotion and substitut

:\ in& in lieu Ihereof the following: ":-;;otwith,tanding the fact that 

4 (Oeli mineR in Iowa are cla::;:.-ified as non-ga=,Ry, where the inspec-

5 tor find. that the air at the working face. roof. Or rib contains 

6 mOre than twenty-five hundredths of one pereentum (.25<;:0) of 

7 methane ga, when tC:ltcd by a permissible methane gas detector or a 

S permissible flame safety lamp. the mine inspector shall immediately 

9 forbid the u.<e of any kind of open lights in the mine and the 

10 operator shall then (urni,h and keep in good order electric cap-

11 lamps of a kind approved by the Cnited States Bureau of ~line,;. in 

12 addit.on to the flame safety lamps required to make an examination 
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13 for gas." 

1 ~ec. 6. Amend section eighty-two point one hundred three 

2 (82.103), Code 1950, by striking the entire section and substitut-

3 ing in lieu thereof the following: 

4 "Any mine regularly employing flft~en (15) or more men unde':-

5 ground shall make a pre-shift exammation with a safety lamp or a 

6 methane gas detector within four (4) hours prior to the start of 

7 every shift on each working day. Such examlllation shall be made 

8 by a competent employee certified by the state board of mine 

9 examiners as qualified to perform such an examination. A safety 

10 lamp or methane gas detector shall not be required during daily 

11 inspections made at any other time except as hereinafter provided 

12 Provided, however, that in longwall operations, an examination of 

13 the face shall not be required until such time a, the removal of 

14 coal from in front of the face shall make such examination possible. 

15 Such examination shall be made with a safety lamp or a methane !!as 

16 detector every day which the mine produces coal. 

17 "The pre-shift examination and the examination provided for 

18 longwall mines shall include testing of the roof in each working 

19 place and the person making such examination shall put his ini-

20 tials and the date of such examination on a suitable marker in 

21 each of the places examined, and a daily record of such examina-

22 tions shall be kept at the office of the mine . 

23 "Notwithstanding the number of persons employed in any mine, 

24 where the state mine inspector finds that a pre-shift or other 

25 examination would provide greater safety in any mine or reduce 
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26 the danger of accidentg, the state mille inspector may order such 

27 examinations as he shall find to be required. 

2R "When the operator of any mine uses explosi\'eR in shooting 

29 coal from the solid or otherwise, he shall design.ate a person to 

30 make the abo\c mentioned r,arnination~ and sLich operator shall 

31 abo rl~:::'Ii;l\ate an altl::"rnate, \'·:ho may be the foreman of the rome, 

32 to make ~xamjnations Wh~Il the regular examiner is not s\"ailable. 

33 PI ()\'i<.kd, howe\'er, that persons so designated by the mine operator 

34 shall be limited to those persons who shall have appeared before 

35 the board of mine examiners at their regular meetings and demon-

36 ,trated, tQ the ,ati,faction uf the board, their knowledge of the 

37 constructlon a!ld operation of the flame safety lamp an(i the mcth-

38 ane gas detector, approved by the Bureau of Mines, and demongtrate 

:)9 tht'ir prolitiency ill maidng l'xdmination~ for the detection 01 

40 methane gas and air deficienc:' in coal mines." 

1 Sec. 7. Amend section eighty-two point one hundred four 

2 (;;2.104), Code 1950. by striking the entire section and sub,titut-

3 ing in heu thereof the following: 

'I "In order to promote safety in coal mines of (hi, state, 

5 there .hall be a ,ultable cheek-tn and check-out sY:3tem maintained 

6 by the operator of eyery underground mine in thi;. state, which 

7 system shall first be approved by the state minc inspector, such 

8 check-in and check-oul ,y,tcm shall be such as to insure that 

9 every person other than the shot firer shall ha\'e left the mine 

10 before any shots are fired." 

1 Sec. 8. Amend section eighty-two point one hundred twcnty-
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2 five (82.125), Code 1950, by striking the word "five" from line 

3 two. (2) thereof and substituting in lieu thereof the word "fifteen" . 

4 F\lrther amend section eighty-two point one hundred twenty-five 

5 (82.125), Code 1950, by striking from line four (4) the word "ten" 

6 and substituting in lieu thereof the word "twenty". 

1 Sec. 9. Subsections f"'e (5) and ~ix (6) of section eighty-

2 two point one hundred twenty-seven (82.127), Code 1950. is hereby 

:3 repealed. 

1 Sec. 10. Amend section eighty-three point one (83.1), Code 

2 1950, by striking from line two (2) thereof the words "gYP;;lIm 

3 mine" and substituting in lieu thereof the words "mine other than 

4 a coal mine". Further amend "e(·tion eighty-three point one 

5 (83.1), Code 1950, by adding thereto the following paragraph: 

6 "All foremen at mines, other than coal mines, whether said 

7 mines be shaft, slope, drift, Or strip, shall be certified by the 

8 board of mine examiners in the same manner as prodded for in the 

9 case of foremen in coal mine" il1 sectiol1 eighty-two poil1t four 

10 (82.4), Code 1950." 

This is an identical and eompanion bill lo S. F. 346. 

EXPLANA T10:-i OF H. F. 368 

Pubhc Law 552 of the 82nd Congrc$~ pro\'idei;: for extensi,'e control b,' th~ federal 
gO\'et"nn'lfmt o,'Cr coal mines; that where sta.w laws provide ~reate'r ~afety than that. 
provided by HUt! Public L:lw 552, that !:.tate law Will prevail. It lS neteS:,llry to revJse 
the Iowa law in certain p~uts to aV0id the fcdetnl gavel nment U.~-$ummS; fun control 
over the :.~fety of mtne~ and having full authority to (')o')c nHr.!;,,) in Iowa without the 
coopel at IOn of the ')tate illspectors. 

Lend and zinc mine.~ arc beinu- developed in Iowa It 1>;1 recommended that section 
83.1, which IS a part vf the chapte~ relating to ~\"p\um m:nc:.. be amended to require 
sJl minIM t{') conform to lhe l)ame ~afety code as IS llOW lequired of cQal and gyp::.:um 
mine:;. 

The law ple~ently, in section 82.80, Cooe 19110, allows local mine inspectors $180 tor 
office equipment and office supplies. That .amount is insufficient and will provide noth .. 
ing at the present costs of rent, servicc and supphes. Secti(1l1 1 of the Act inc!c&:res the 
allowan"" to $300. 

1 Amend House File 368 ft. .. follo\\'s: 
2 Amend House F He 368 hy l:Itriking all of section ten 
3 (10). 

Filed 
March 10, 1953 . 

MooTY of Grundy. 
TA.n: of Cerro Gordo. 

. \mend House FIle 368 by adding the following nc'" 
2 ~ectjon 
~ "Sec. 11 'S'othing in this chapter ~han be constTUed 
4 to apply w the excanltion of maU"riais incident to the 
5 manufacture of ClAY products, or thee ploou<.;tion of sand 
6 and gravel) Or the quarrying of stone." 

Filed 
~a!(:h 11. 195~. 

P,\RKF..R of Polk. 
RYAN of Polk. 
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