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House File 327 February 19. 1953. 
Passed on File. By :l-lOTOR VEHICLES, COlIUIERCE AND TRADE. 

(As Passed by the House) 16 
Passed House, Date ..... J.""18~$.J.......... ~ ~()- 90 
Vote: Ayes ..... 3.1. ........ Nays .... ,)............. ~ II.. 1';-0 
Passed Senate, Date._.1: ___ J.?: ___ .:$.J>3 ... __ .1:::-11,sJ ~ t/rS -
Vote: Ayes ... , .. ¥.ll2.W NaYs .... Q. .... :~... \j' 
Approved ....................................................... __ .. . 

A BILL FOR 
An Act pro"iding for licensing. inspection and regulation of 

mobile homes and mobile home parks, pregcribin!; the 
standards and fees, and providing for regulations, 

- enforcement procedure and penalties; to amend section 
three hundred twenty·one point four hundred fifty·seven 
(321.457), Code 1950, relating to maximu", length of 
mobile homes; and to amend section three hundred twenty· 
one point one hundred thirty (321.1::10), Code 1950, 
relating to fees in lieu of taxes. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly 0; the State of Iou-a: 

1 Section 1. Section three hundred twenty·one point four 

2 hundred tifty·seven (321.457), Code 1950, is hereby amended by 

3 striking the period (.) from line five (5) of subsection three 

4 (3) and adding thereto the following: ", except that a 

5 mobile home not in excess of a length of forty (40) feet may 

6 be drawn by any motor vehicle except a motor truck." 

1 Sec. 2. The following definitions shall apply to this 

2 act: 

3 "I. 'Mobile Home' shall mean any vehicle used or so 

4 constructed as to permit its being used aR a conveyance upon 

5 the public streets or highways and duly Iicenseable as such, 

6 and shall include self· propelled or non· self-propelled 
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7 ,·chicles. so u(""glled, eon,tructed, reLOn~truc.ted or added 

8 to by mcan:-: of all enclos-eo additIOn or rr)om in ~uch manner 

D as will permit the 00 uranc\" thereof a~ a dwelling or :..ieepmg 

10 place for one or more pcr::;0r:~. ha\'ing no permanent foundation and 
,upportea 

11 bv wheel:::, .1dcks ()l" ,,:-imilal Sllpport5-. 

12 "2. '}lobile hon,,· park' 'hall mean any ,ik. lot. field 

13 or traCI of land unon which two or more oecul)ied mouile homes 

1,1 are harbored, either frt>e of charge or for ren;'nue purposes, 

15 and 'haU include any building-, glruelure, lent. vehicle 01 

16 enclosure used or intended fvr u'<e a, part of the equipment of 

17 such mobile home park. 

18 "The term 'mobile home IJaI k' ,hall not be construed to 

19 Includc mobile hvrri<:'~. huilding~) tent'3 or othcl ~tructtlres temporarily 

20 maintainerl by any individua! eduultlOnal in::;titution, or company on 
thci r own premises 

21 and used exclusivel, I.v hou:,e their own labor Or 'Iudent,.'· 

1 Sec.:t XO person, firm or cOlporation shall establi:.;h, 

2 maintain, conduct or operate a mobile home park within this 

3 Slate wlthvut flf'l oUlaininr; an annual lice",," therefor 

4 from the .tale dep.lrlment of health Such annu,ll Iicen," 

Ii shall be isoued for the calendar year applied for and shall 

6 e"p're at midnight on December 31 C>f such year. , Any mobile 

7 borne park located in more lhall one municipality shall be dealt 

8 with as two ,eparate mobile home park;. 

1 Sec.·1 The dpp!iC'lti,)n for anr.ual lllen~c to operate 

2 alld maintain a mobile home pal'k 'hall be made to the ,tate 

dqmrlrncllt of health, at such oflice and in ,ueh manner as 
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4 mar be prescribed by regulations of that deparlment; provided 

5 

6 

7 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
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that when such mobile home park is located within a municipality. 

the application ;;hall be filed with the local board of health 

who shall forward the same to the ,tate department of hc"lth 

Sec. 5. The application for such annual license shall 

be in writing and upon such form as the "tate department of 

health may boo regulation provide. and shall include the following 
information: 

1. The full name and address of the applicant or 

applicants or names and addresses of the partners if the 

applicant is a partnership. or the names and addresses of the 

officers if the applicant is a corporation. and present Or la,;t 

occupation of the applicant at the time of the filing of the 

9 application. 

10 2. A legal description of the site. lot. field or tract 

11 of land upon which it is proposed to operate and maintain a 

12 mobile home park. 

13 3. The proposed and existing facilities on and about such 

14 site. lot, field or tract of land for the proposed construction 

15 or alteration and maintaining of a sanitary community building 

16 for toilets, urinals, sinks, wash basins. slop sinks and 

17 showers, drains, laundry facilities, source of water supply; 

18 sewage, garbage and waste disposal. 

19 4. The proposed method of lighting the structures and 

20 site. lot, field or tract of land upon which said mobile home 

21 park is to be located. 

22 5. Designate the calendar months of the year in which 
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23 applicant will operate 'aid mobile home park. 

24 6. Plans and drawings for new construction, including 

25 building~, wells. and sewage and digposal systems. not in 

26 exi~tcnce at the time of the application. 

1 Sec. 6. The application for the first annual primary 

2 licenge shall be submitted with all plan' and specifications 

3 enumerated in section four (4), and payment of twenty-five 

4 dollars ($25.00) for each mobile home park with facilities for 

5 twenty (20) or fewer mobile homes, or fifty dollars ($50.00) 

6 for each mobile home park with facilitieB for more than twenty 

7 (20) mobile homeR, and ~hall be accompanied by an approved permit 

8 from the municipality whereon the park is to he located, or a statement 

9 that the municipality does not require an appro"ed permit. 

10 In the e,-ent a mobile park has facilities for three or less 

11 mobile homes, the annual lIcense fee shall not exceed ten dollars 

12 ($10.00). 

13 Each year thereafter, the license fee shall be 

14 twenty-five dollars ($25.00). All annual license fees 

15 collected by the department of health shall be depo8ited with 

16 the state treasurer. 

17 When the application is received by the state department 

18 of health, it shall promptly cause the mobile home park and 

19 appurtenances thereto to be inspected. When such inspection 

20 and report has been made and the state department of health 

21 finds that all requirements of this act and such conditions of 

22 health and safety as the state department of health may require 
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23 have been met by the applicant. the state department of health 

24 shall forthwith issue Ruch annual primary license in the name 

25 of the state. 

1 Sec. 7. During the pendency of the application for such 

2 annual primary license. any change in the sanitary or safety 

3 facilities of the intended mobile home park shall be 

4 immediately reported in writing to the state department of 

5 health to the office to which the application wa, made. If no 

6 objection is made by the state department of health to such a 

7 change in such sanitary or saiety facilities within sixty (60) 

8 days of the date such change is reported. it shall be deemed 

9 to have the approval of the state department of health. 

1 Sec. 8. When the application has been approved. the 

2 state department of health shall issue a permit to the 

3 applicant to construct or make alterations pertaining to 

4 water and sewage disposal upon a mobile home park and the 

5 appurtenances thereto according to the plans and specifications 

6 presented with the approved application. 

7 No approval of plans and specifications and issuance of 

8 a permit to construct or make alterations upon a mobile home 

9 park and the appurtenances by the state department of health 

10 shall be construed as having been approved for other than 

11 sanitation • 

12 Such a permit does not relieve the applicant from 

13 securing building permits in municipalities having a building 

14 code; or from complying with any other municipal ordinance or 
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15 ordinances. applicable thereto, and not in contlict with this 

16 statute. 

1 S~(:. 9. If the appliu'lion for a permit to construct or 

2 make alteratIOns upon a mobile home park and the appurtenances 

3 thereto, or a primary license to operate the same, is denied by 

1 the state board of health. it shall ;;0 statc in writing, ;riving 

5 the rea.Ons for denyin!! the application. If the objection can 

6 be corrected, the applicant may amend his application and resubmit 

7 it for approml, and if denied the applicant may within thirty 

8 (30) days thereafter appeal from the decision of the state 

9 board of health to the district court of the county in which 

10 said mobile home park is located, and the case shall be tried 

11 in equity. 

1 Sec. 10. In addition to the primary and annual license 

2 fee prodded for in section th'e (5), each licensee is hereby 

3 required to pay for each occupied mobile home occupying space 

4 within such licensed mobile home park a monthly fee aa foUow8: 

5 For trailers up to thirty (30) feet in length, two doUars 

6 ($2.00) per month or major fraction thereof; for trailers from 

7 thirty (30) to thirty-five (35) feet in length, two and one· 

8 half dollars ($2.50) per month or major fraction thereof; and 

9 for all trailers o\'er thirty-five (35) feet in length, three 

10 dollars ($3.00) per month or major fraction thereof which 

11 monthly fee shall be paid by the licensee on or before the 

12 tenth (lOth) day of the month, following the month for which 

13 such additional fee is due, in the manner herein prescribed, 

• 
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14 Provided, however, that the licensee of a mobile home park 

15 shall not be required to collect or pay a monthly fee. a3 

• 16 herein provided, for any space occupied h)' a mobile home 

17 accompanied by an automobile. if such mobile home and automobile 

18 bear license plates issued by an), other state other than the 

19 state of Iowa, for an accumulated penod 110t to exceed ninety 

20 (90) days in any lwel\'e (12) month period; pro\'ided, further. 

21 that all occupant;; of the said mobile home with accompanying 

22 automobile are tourists or vacationists. When one or more 

23 persons occupying a mobile home hearing a foreign license 

24 are employed within the state of Iowa. there shall he no 

25 exemption for monthly fees. In the event that an occupied 

26 mobile home is not harbored in a mohile home park the owner 

27 of said mobile home shall pay u monthly fee in the amount and 

28 in the manner as has heretofore been pro\'ided in this section. 

29 unless said mobile horne is being assessed a~ personal property. 

1 Sec. 11. The Tr.onthly fcc for each occupied mobIle home 

2 situated upon a licensed mobile home pdrk shall be paid by 
• 
~ 3 the licensee or owner, where the mobile home is not situated 

4 in a mobile home park. to the treasure, of the mUl1lcipalIty, 

5 or county where there is no municipality. wherein such 

6 lIcensed mobilc home park or mobile home is situated. Such 

• 7 monthly fee is hereby allocated and required to be paid by 

8 the municipal treasurer as follows: 

9 For each monthly fee collected by the municipal treasurer. 

10 flfty percent (50'.d shall be paid to the local public school 
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11 district wherein said licensed mobile home park or mobile home 

12 is located; twenty-five percent (25":-) to be retained by the 

13 municipality, and twenty-five percent (25(c.) to be paid to the 

14 COliDty treasurer. If there i~ no municipality, fifty percent 

15 (50";) 'hall be retained by the county treasurer for the 

16 general fund. 

1 Sec. 12. When the state department of health has 

2 appro\'ed an application fur permit to construct or make alter-

3 ations upon a mobile home park or the appurtenances thereto 

4 or a license to operate and maintain the same, it shall re-

5 tain the original and keep a file thereof. One copy shall 

6 be returned to the applicant or his agent, one copy to the 

7 local board of health, if the mobile home park is located 

8 within the limits af a municipality. 

1 Sec. 13. The ~tate department of health shall furnish 

2 all necessary form, to be executed in making application lor 

3 all licenses under this act. 

1 Sec. 14. It shall be the duty of the state department 

2 of health to notify, or cause to be notified, the treasurer 

3 of each municipality of the issuance of each mobile home park 

4 license iggued within the Jurisdiction of such municipality. 

1 Sec 15. Any mobile home park owned and operated by 

2 any municipality 0" political ;,ub-division of this state shall 

3 meet all provisions of this act. 

1 Sec. 16. If any applicant for a mobile home park license 

2 desires to operate such mobile home park only during the months 
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3 from )Iay 1 to October 1. they should pay only one·half (%) 

4 of the above mentioned annual license fee. but should pay the 

5 full monthly fees hereinbefore required for each month of 

6 operation. If in the opinion of the .tate department of health 

7 the sanitary and facility requirements herein contained are 

8 too rigid for the mobile home park. it may·in writing or by 

9 regulation modify such requirements as circumstances may 

10 permit and require. 

1 Sec. n. The department shall have full authority to 

2 prescribe reasonable rules and regulations for the adminis-

3 tration and enforcement of this act. in addition hereto and 

4 not inconsistent herewith. All rules and regulations shall 

5 be filed and entered by the department in its office in an 

6 index. permanent book or record. with the etrective date 

7 thereof suitably indicated, and such book or record shall be 

8 a public document. Whenever a new ruling or regulation is 

9 adopted by the department, a copy of the same shall be mailed 

10 by it to each licensee hereunder. 

1 Sec. 18. Any hcense granted hereunder shall be subject 

2 to revocation or suspension by a court of proper authority and 

3 jurisdiction. and the state department of health shall first 

4 serve or cause to be served a written notice specifying a 

5 way or ways in which said licensee has failed to comply with 

6 the act, Or any special rules or regulations promulgated by 

7 the state department of health pertaining thereto. Said notice 

8 shall direct the licensee to remove or abate such nuisance. un· 
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9 sanitary or objectionable condition 'pecitied in said notice 

10 within five days, or within such reasonable period of t1m~ or 

11 extended p~riod of time as ma,' be reasonably allowed by the 

12 complaining officer. If the licensee faib to comply with 

13 th~ terms and conditions of gaid notice:;, within the time 

14 specified or :;uch extended period or a period of time, the 

15 complaining officer may require the county attorney of the 

16 count) ill which such violation occurred to start a ciVIl 

17 action to remove or abate such nui,ance, unsanitary, unhealth-

18 ful, Or objectionable condition a$ complained of in the court 

19 of proper authority and jurl~diction of the city or county 

20 in the name of the :;tate of Iowa, and if found guilty a de-

21 cis ion may be entered by the court to re"oke or suspend such 

22 license. 

1 Sec. 19. Any person violating any provisi(>n of this 

2 act shall bc- fined not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) 

3 nor more than one thousand dollars ($100000) or be imprisoned 

4 in the county jail for not more than six (6) months VI' by 

5 both such flll~ and imprisonment. 

1 Sec. 20. The ltcen,es and fees provided for in thio act 

2 shall be in addition to any license' and fees provided for in 

3 chapter three hundred twenty-one (321), Code 1950. 

J Sec. 21 Section three hundred twenty-one point Olle 

2 hundred thirty (321.130)' Code 1950. is hereby amended by 

:3 adding thereto the following: "Thi, Reetio" ,hall r.ot ap:)l~-

4 to occupied mobile home,". 
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1 Sec. 22. The state department of health shall have the 

2 power to delegate to local boards of health the duties of 

3 ingpection and regulation of mobile home park:3 locuted within 

4 the juri.dicition of such local board of health, where, in the 

5 opil1ion of the ~tate depdrtment of health. guch dclegJticTl l<lJ. 

6 be:;t effectuate the policie, of thi, act. When sdid duties ;Ire 

7 so delegated. fifty percent (50,';,) of the annu"l license fee 

8 collected therefrom .hall be turned over to the treasurel of 

9 the jurisdiction involved. 

1 Sec. 23. All mobile homes for which a monthly fee b 

2 collected under the provisions of this act shall not be 

:, assessed for property tax but this exemption 'hall not apply 

4 to the property contained in any mobile home. 

J:XPI-AKATION OF H. F 32, 

The purpose of this biB :s to pl'o\'ide for the p~oper ;:,uper\"lsion and contloi of mobtle 
home parks, nnd of the facl;itu:'!./:I ::Iono utilities contained herein. These parks have be· 
come mcr~ilslngly more numerous dunng the iast w.Q1. !inu .;ul)l~equent thereto. untli. 
at the present time, legislation !lcen~ing and regulatmg such parks )::> a practical 
necc:sslty. 

Section 1 allows mooile home units I!rCale~' length th~n r.eretofore when they came 
under the same length rcstrictiom .11;5 do tl ucktl 

These uni~ weigh iei~ than five tons and on an a,'erage only t~a\'el 200 mi:es pet 
year on the hithw£t)s of the state 

This bill sets forth the prerequisites for obtnmin):.':' ~ li<.:enS(', the requirements o! the 
application therefor, the annual ilnd renewill fee, the monthly fee, nnd the allo<.:ation 
of the;5€' fee::.. The bill gives the state department of health the power and authority 
to either i15:,ue or deny a license, snd sllthor:7.es the promulgation 0: fUl ther r~gu:a
tion:-; by said department. Enfo).(;emenl and revocation pro\'isions an! eontaint!o :n 
th<: bilL Appeal to the District Court is pl"o .... ~ded for 

This measure i~ del2med an efficient means of providing clean, attrlu;t:ve and de
sirable mobile home piuk::. which wi!! be a cledit nnd asset to allY commUnity, and will 
assist greatly through <..ompetition and restriction!:' in lhe elimination or recor.struction 
of unB-ig-htly and um~mitary n:obd~ home park". This i~ a matter requiring state wide 
legislation, not merely local law . 

The state~ of ::'Iiinne!'ota and )lichigan hav~ adopted iegi~!ation which in ireneral 
conforms to thl::\ bill In those states it h~ls proved :1 very efficient method of control. 
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Amend House File 327 by idd;;;; tnew senterlce in seciiOri ; 
8, line 16, thereof: "Nothing contained in this act; 
shall invalidate ordinances of any municipal corporation .Ji 
providing inspections or imposing requirements higher than the 
minimum requirements provided in this act." 

Further amend House File 327, section 10, by striking the 
comma (,) in line 28 and inserting in lieu 
thereof a period (.) and striking all of line 29. 

Further amend House File 327 as follows: 
By adding a new sentence to section 10 thereof, 

following the period (.) in line 13, as follows: 
"In computing the length herein above described, the total length 
therein set out shall expressly include the trailer hitch or 
such other permanent extensions as may be attached to said 
trailer used or designed for use as a trailer hitch." 

Further amend House File 327 by adding the following as a new 
sentence to section 10: "Each mobile home park licensee 
is hereby required to keep an accurate and complete record of 
the number of units of mobile homes harbored in his park and to 
report such information on or before the tenth (10th) day of 
each month to the county assessor and the records of every such 
licensee shall ~ open to inspection by theeoul11;~ asse..cs'-'s--'-o-'-r._" ___ _ 

Further amend House File 327, section 11, by striking 
lines 1 to 8, inclusive, and inserting in lieu 

thereof the following: "The monthly fee for each occupied mobile 
home situated upon a licensed mobile home park shall be Paid b'"Jf'l" .<111$].'.(11, •• " 

the licensee thereof, or by the owner where th~ mobl;-le" h· ;- . 
t 't t d . . ome IS 

no SI ua e lU a mobIle home park, to the county treasurer of 
the co~nt~ Wherein such licensed mobile home park or mobile 
home IS sItuated, on or before the tenth (lOth) day of each and 
every month follov:ing thereafter. Such monthly fee is hereby 

ollows:" 

84 Further an1~nd- House File 327--~~ction 11 b t 'k' ------
35 th d " '. , , y s rl Ing 

. e wor mUUlclpa1" in line 9 thereof and insert in 
36 heu thereof the Word "county" and in lin 12 b 

fallocated and reqUIred to be paid by the county treasurer as 

37 t 'k' 'e y 
~ rJ I~g t~e ,:ords "to be retained by the municipality" and 

~: lUse~t~ng lU heu t~ereof the following: "shall be paid to the 
40 mUUlcI~al corporatIOn wherein said licensed mobile home park 

or mobIle home is located." Also in section 11 line 
41 !3, .by striking the Words "to be paid to" and insertin 

~ 42 flU ldleub ~?ereof the Words "shall be retained for the ge!ral • 43 un y. 

44 F~rther amen~ House File 327 by ~dding a new sentence to 
45 sectIOn 17 follOWIng the period as follows: "All 
46 rule~ ~nd regUlations issued shall be in conformity with the 
448

7 Aprovlslboln~, of chapter fifty-one (51), Acts of the Fifty-fourth General ssem y. 
Filed 
April 24, 1953. 

By DAlLEY. 




