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February 11, 1953. 
Passed on File. 

House File 260 
By :MOTOR VEHICLES, COIlUIERCE and 

TRADE CO:VI!'rIITTEE. 

Passed House, Date .................. _____ ._. ________ .... __ ._ 

Vote: Ayes .. _ ... _ ............... Nays ____________ ._ ....... . 

Passed Senate, Date ............. _____ ._ .. _____________ ...... . 

Vote: Ayes ....... _ .............. Nays. _________ .. _ ........ . 

Approved .: .............. ________ .. _. ___ . __ .. _. _ ................... __ 

A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to the origination of titles to :VIator \' chicles. 

trailers and semi·trailers, the issuance and transfer of 
registrations and certificate of title to the same, the 
recording of liens thereon and to amend and repeal various 
sections of the Code 1950, relating thereto. 

Be It Enacted by tht General .4.ssembly 0; the State oj lou'a: 

This bill is an identical and companion bill to S. F. 181. For printed 

text see that bill. 

EXPLANATIO:-': OF H. F. 260 

Thio btl! amends the Cod,! to provide for the issuance of certificate:... of tltl!! upon 
initial 1'l?g!Sllation and upon transfer of vehiclC!s The Iowa lnw relating to the re~ia~ 
tration of vehicles very do~ely follows the l:niform Act except that the provisions of 
the t.:'niform Act pro"iding for titles being 15sued to vehicle owners were omitted from 
the Iowa law Thie bill. in the rn~ilI. l:1-lmply Inserts the title provisions which 'W~lI! 
ol'i:.,>inally omitted Although t.hl~ cauSe::; the bill to appear lengthy and cumwrsome, 
~ a malter of fad, the mechanical operation is much simp:et Qud fur mor~ henefkial 
to the motor veh:cle owner than our present system of legu,lration of vehicles and 
the recording of liens thereon. 

Thi!:. bill is primarily designed to benefit the motor nhide owner, as foHows: 
(1) It is another step tov.'.9.rd obtalnlnl: uniformity of the r.lot-or vehicle iaw13 be

t\\een the SUlWS. Thlltr-four ;5tateS presently provide for the 1~:'I:lilnCe of titles to 
motor vehl<.:le ownelS. 

(2) The purchaser of a motor vehiele can demand a clear title from the seHer 
which means that liens on th/:' moun vehicle wouid ha.\"e to be satisfied MfoH~ the sale 
is completed Th15 Plote<!ts a buyer from unknowingly purchasin~ a mortl;8~d car . 

(3) It reduces maU:!rially the chances of Iowa becomin~ a "dumpmg ground" for 
stolen vehicles and will tend to leduc(> theft inlSurance rates in Iowa. 

(4) It provides the vchicle owner a. stmple means of dcfiniwly provin::t' to anyone 
in any staw of hls rightful and unencumbered ownership to su<.:h vehicle. 

(6) Since the reg-1stration r&elpt on the .:)teerin~ column of the car would no longer 
be sufficient to dispose of the vehicle. it wlll substantially reduc~ the temptation to 
steal cars in Iowa for the pm pOse of sale. . 

(6) Since this bill provide:; for the issuance of the ct:!rtificate of tltle at the county 
treasurer's office. there will be no delays nor basic changes in the present method of 
transfel. ring vehicles from dealer to owner or from one owner to another. 
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