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A BILL FOR 
An Act to repeal section seven hundred twenty·seven point t\\'o 

(727.2), Code 1950. to section seven hundred twenty·sewn 
point five (727.5), Code 1950, inc\usi\'e, to create an 
athletic commission, to provide for its powers, duties 
,md organization, and to legalize boxing and wrestling 
exhibitions; and to pro\'ide for an initial appropriation 
to establish said commis~lOn. 

Be It Enacted by the Gene7o.1 .4.sscmbly oj the State 0/ 100ca ' 

1 SectIOn 1. SectIOn ,;even hundred twenty·se\,cn point two 

2 (i27.2), Code 1950. to section se\'en hundred twenty·se\'cn point 

3 five (727.5). Code 1950. inclusive. is hereby repealed, 

1 Set. 2. Commission created. Therc is hereby created an 

2 athletic commission with the commissioner of athletics as the 

3 head thereof. 

1 Sec.~, Appointment and term. The governor ,hall appoint 

2 three (3) commi,sionel's of athletics who shall be selected for 

3 their experience and known ability in athletic administration 

4 to hold office at hi. pleasure. The commis,,;on shall appoint 

5 one (1) of it. membel s a. commissione)'. 

1 Sec. 4. Salary. The athletic commissioners shall recelve 

2 such salary as the general assembly shall provide Each inspec-
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:> tor shall receive ten dollars (SIO.OO») and actual expenses for 

4 each day spent on official duties. 

1 Sec. ~ Powers The athletic comm;"ioncr shall ha\'e :;uch 

2 po\\"er~ aod duties a,;; arc conferred on him bv law and may dele

:{ !!atc the exerd~c or perf()rmdnCe thereoi. 

1 Sec. G DefinitlOng The foilGwing words when used in 

2 this chapter shail. for the purpose of this chapter, have the 

:l m~anlllg, regpeetl\'ely agcribcd to them in this section, except 

4 III in,tar.c", wher~ the context clearly indicate, a different 

5 meaning. 

6 ]. "Commission('T" meang any of the comm::,;:;.ioners ot 

7 athletic,; of this state 

8 2. "Ath1t:tlcs" means any sport, actiVity or contest of 

!J boxing. sparring or wreRtling. 

10 :l. "Referee" means official at any athletic e,'ent 

11 4 "Commiggion" means th~ athletic comm"';on of this gtate, 

12 consisting of the commi~sioner and two deputy commissioners. 

13 5. "Per';Oll" means every natural per~on, firm, co-partnership, 

11 aR:,;ociation, or corporation 

1 Sec. 7. The co""n""ioner mas appoint official 

2 representativeg drsignated as inspe<-tors, each of whom shall 

3 .. ~cei\'e written authority from the commissioner authorizing him 

4 to a<.:t as such inspector where\er tr.e comn~i. !'>:oner may designate 

5 him to act 

1 Sec. 8. One IOspector shall be present at each box!Ilg, 

2 sparring, or wrestling match or exhibition and see that th~ 

• 
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3 rules of the commission and the proYisions of this act are 

4 strictly observed. and shall algo be present at the counting 

S of the gross re.eeipts. and shall immediateiy mail to the 

H. F. lllV 

6 commission the official box office statement reeeh'ed by him 

7 f"om the person conducting such exhibition. 

1 Sec 9 The inspector and the referee or either of them 

2 shall have power to declare and order held any prize. remuneration 

3 or purse. or any part thereof belonging to the contestants or one 

4 of them. Jf, III his or their Judgment, such conte~t:tnt or 

5 contestants did not compete honestly to the begt of his or their 

6 ability. until a hearing before the commission to determine by 

7 final order whether such contestant or contestants did or did 

8 not compete honestly to the best of his or their ability 'Vhen 

9 the In"pectar and the refel'ee or either of them shall declare and 

10 order held an), prize. remuneratiton or purse ag above provided, 

11 the commis8ion shall at once proceed to hold a hearing and hear 

12 eddence. and by final order determine whether such contest.ant or 
13 contestants did or did not compete honestly to the best of hig or 

14 their abilitr, which final order shall be entered within 

15 thirty (30) da,-s from the time of the declaratIOn and order of 

16 the inspector and referee or either of them. 

1 Sec. 10. If the commiSSIOn finds that the contestant or 

2 contestants did not honestly compete to the best of his or their 

3 ability the commission shall, in the final order. re\~oke the 

4 license of the contestant or contestants and such decision of 

5 the commission shall be final. 
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1 Sec 11. When a finchn)!' i" made that the contestant or 

2 cor.le~tap.t~ did not hone"t!y compele to the besl of hi" or 

3 their ability and an oroer is entered by the commi~~ion rf'voking 

4 the lic('n:-.e, th<: prize. remuneration or pur~c (II' part thtteof 

;:; bel(lnging t() the lontf:>~tant or con!eRtdIJl~ who are fonnd to 

& ha\Oe n<)t honestly competed to the be;;t of hi., or their ability, 

.. .Hid \\"h]( .. h i" held i.ncler the dIrection ann oruer of the refere~ 

8 and In'Jlec\M or either of them, shaH be paid (r, th<~ treasurer 

9 01 .qat • .' upon sllch ord(~J' becoming final. 

S<:c 12. Any hc;lring-. tinding or orJer under th<) pro\'jsion:-: 

2 o! thi:-; f:{~ction .:.;hall nc)! bl? a har to flny triminal pro~ecution 

:1 which maV be brought fv)' th( "iolat]()n of an~: of thE: pluvisionQ. 

4 o! thl ..... Chd.plt.:.r. 

J Sf'c. 1:). The (ommi.'-\,'lion ma.v employ f'lIch clf>rical empit)yeet' 

2 <.1::" i~ nl:('essary for the prt)f)cJ' transactwn of its bu.;;ine~:;. 

1 ;;'Cl. 11 Two (2) members 01 the lonoml"ion shall conoltitutc 

:2 .~ quortlm for the tran~action of bll-l,ine8-s. and the conc. .. urrenCe 

;-{ of two (~) members uf the (:ommi'5~:;i()n ~hall be necessary to render 

4 a de1ermination or decision by the. commi.;;siorl. 

1 ~eco lSo On or odore the thirtv-nrst (:H,t) day of 

2 Detcrr.her. vf eath Year, the commi~sion f'hall make to the governor 

:1 a fn!i repol t of il~ !H"o(f>edmg'\ for l~e year ending the fll'rt 

4 (J,t) da.l" of Decemocr in each yeu" 

1 Set 16 BOXIng, .sPdTi ing. and wn',tli:-ig match\:'$ or 

2 cxhlbiti(ln:::. for prize~ or Plir:::.es, or \Vllere an ,HJm.if'~lOll fee 

:"$ j:-; charged or receh"ed, may ue held within th~ :-:.tate of Iowa. 

• 
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4 except on Sunday, subject to the direction, management and 

5 control of the state athletic commisgion. which is hereby 

• 6 \'ested with the sole jurisdiction o\'er .. II boxing. sparring, 

7 and wrestling matches and exhibitions to be conducted in this 

8 state. pl'o\·ided. however, that any such boxing. ~pal'ring, or 

9 wrestling mlltche~ 01' exhihitiom which are conducted bv any 

10 school, college or uni\'ersit)', within any building oi' upon any 

11 ground owned or occupied by said gchool, colltge or university, 

12 within the state of Iowa shall not be subject to the proviSIon, 

13 of this act, requiring licenses, as herein provided. even though 

l4 an admis:lion fce is charged. However the term ··school. college 

15 01' university" does not include a school or other ingtitution 

16 for the principal purpose of furnishing instruction in boxing. 

17 wrestling or other athletics. 

1 Sec. 17. "0 boxing. sparring, or wrestling match 01 
• 

2 exhibition, except as herein provided, shall be held or conducted 

:3 within this state, except under a lkense and permit jgsued by 

4 the state athletic commission, in accordance with the pro\ bions 

5 of this chapter, and the rules and regulationg adopted in 

6 pursuance thereof. 

1 Sec. 18. The commis:lion may, in its discretion. issue, 

2 under the name and seal of the state athletic commission, an 

." 3 

4 

annual license in writing for holding such boxing, sparring, 

and wrestling matches or exhibitions, to any person, club, 

5 corporation, or lIssociation,-who, or which. in the discretion 

6 of the state athletic commission. is, properly qualified for 
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7 the holding of such exhibitions, and 'hall have the right to. 

S and are hereby put under the obligation of, adopting reasonable 

9 rules and regulations. to establish the qualifications of the 

10 applicants for such license, which rules and regulations shall 

11 be such as to can'\' out the spirit ,)f this chapter and shall not 

12 be inconsistent herewith 

1:1 In addition to the Iicen~e herein required. "''Cry per,on, 

14 club, corporation or association. before conducting any particular 

15 hoxing, :;parring, or wregtling match or exhibition, where one 

16 or mMc contests are to be held, shall obtain a permit therefur 

17 from the ,tate athletic commission. such permit so issued shall 

18 authorize the conducting of One such boxing, sparring, or 

19 wrestling match 01' exhibitIOn, and any number of contests may 

20 be held thereat. 

1 Sec. 10. Any person, cluh. corporation. or aSRociation. or 

2 dny officer of such dub. corporation or associa1 ion conducting 

:1 a "oxing. sparring. or wrestling match or exhibition, without 

4 nrst obtaining such license and permit, as provided in lhis 

5 chapter, shall be deemed guilty of a n:isdemeunor, and shall 

6 be punished by a tine of not less than one thc>u,and dollars. 

7 (:$1.000.00), and not more thdn l'n-e thousand dollars (SS,OOO.OO), 

8 and, in addition thereto, in the discretion of the court, in 

!) the C"oC of such individual or officer, sha11 be ,entenced not 

10 to exceerl Bix (6) month, in the county jail. 

1 Sec. 20. Applications. for a license or permit to conduct 

2 a boxing, sparring, or wrestling match or exhibition shall be 

• 

-. 
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3 made m writmg upon forms prescribed by the state athletic 

4 commission, and shall be addressed to and tiled with such 

• 5 commissIOn, and shall be verified by the applicant, if an 

6 individual, or b,' some officer of the club, corporation, or 

7 association in whose behalf the application is made. 

8 The application for a permit to conduct a boxing, sparring, 

9 Or wrestlmg match or exhibition shall, among other things, state 

10 the time and exact place at which the boxing, sparring, or 

11 wrestling match or exhibition is proposed to be held, the name 

12 of the contestants who will participate therein and their 

13 seconds, the seating capacity of the building or the hall in 

14 which such exhibition is proposed to be held, the admission 

15 charge or charges which it is proposed to make, the name of 

16 the referee who will act at such match or exhibition, and the 

17 amount of h,s fee or compensation, the amount of the compensation 

18 Or percentage of gate leceipt,; which it is proposed to pay to 

19 each of the participants therein, the name and address of the 

20 person, club, corporation, or association making the application, 

21 and the names and addresses of all the officers of such club, 

22 corporation or association. 

23 Any person who in swearing to such application, makes, or 

24 causes to be made, therein, any statement which is knowingly . -
" 

25 and wilfully false, shall be deemed guilty of perjury and 

26 punished accordingly. 

1 Sec. 21. Xo boxing, sparring, or wrestling match or 

2 exhibition shall be conducted by any person, club, corporation, 
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:3 or ","ociation, except by and In accordance with a licen~~ and 

4 permit i::>suing to $uch per::;on, club, corporatIOn, or dssocidtioll 

Ii b" the ,tate athletic commission of the state of Iowa, and no 

6 club. corpvration, or a'sociation ;;hall he entitled to receive 

7 a licen;;e or permit from the state athletic commi"ion unless 

~ it ha" been incorporated under the law;; of the state of Iowa 

9 with a membershIp of ""t Ie" than tifty (50) persons. who havc 

10 been continuous rc"iden\~ of the ~t"te of Iowa not less than 

11 one (1) \'ear prior to the applicdtlOn for such heen:;e or p~rmit. 

1 :Sec 22. All fec" reeeh'ed b\' the commission under the 

2 plovisions of thi;; act shall be turned 0\ or to the lrea:;urer of state 

3 within ten (10) days and placed in the general revenue fund to 

<I be pl"ced \0 the credit of the state athletic commission fund. 

1 ::iec. 2:;, The stat" athletic commission may, in its 

2 di:-;cl-etl<m. i;:,::-ue a licenge to conduct boxing. sparring. or 

::\ wrestling matches or exhibitions to an,' person, club, corporation, 

4 or a%ociation, who or which, complies with the provisions of 

5 thi" act. and the rules dnd regulation" of the commission and 

6 who or which comply with the following condition.: 

7 1. \Vho, or which, shail pay <In annual license fee of 

8 fifty dollars ($50.00); 

9 2. Who, or which, shall ftle with the treasurer of state 

10 a hond hereinafter pro\'ided for: 

J 1 3. Who, or which, prior to the application, obeyed e,'er), 

12 valid l'ule, regulation, or order of the Rtate athletic commission, 

13 and shall not be guilty of \'iolating any of the pro\,isions of 

• 

• 
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14 this act; 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

4. Which, In the ca"e of a club, corporation, or a"sociation, 

doe;; not have among its officers or members any person who 

belonged to a club, corporation, or dS:3ociation which has been 

guiity of a violation of thi" act, or of any valid rule, 

regulation. or order of the state athletic commi~F;ion, 

5. Which, in case of a club, corporation, or as>ociation, 

shall have officers, watchmakers, and other 0fficial~ of the 

club, corporation, or association, all of whom mu"t be bona 

fide residents of th~ ~tate of Iowa, who havin~ resided in the 

state of Iowa t.hree (3) years prIor to the application of guch 

25 license and permit under this act. 

26 The license whcn issued shall recite that the person, club. 

27 corporation, or association, to whom it is grant~d, has complied 

28 with the conditions of this section, and the license shall not 

29 be transferable. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

G 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Sec. 24. The commission ~hall have iull power and authority 

to limit the number of clubs or the sparring, boxing and 

wrenling matches and exhibitions to be held or given by any 

club, organization or corporation in any city in this state, 

wherein such boxin~ contests are conducted in the manner herein 

pro\'ided. );0 boxing, sparring or wrestling matches or exhibitions 

shall be conducted by any club, organization or corporation having 

a license to conduct sparring, boxing or wrestling matches or 

exhibitions in this state except by a sanction or permit from 

the .tate athletic commission. E\'ery license shall be subject 
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11 to guch rules and regulations and amendments thereof as the 

12 commission may pre,cribe. 

13 Xo license ('r permit shall be i,,"ued to any person, club, 

14 corporation or association to conduct sparrin::;, hoxing or 

1 Ii wrestlIng matche, or exhibitions at any place other than in a 

16 city, village Or incorporated town. 

1 Sec. 25. Any per,on, club, corporation or association 

2 to whom a license is issued, shall not: 

3 I. Hold "uch match and exhibition at any other time or 

<I place; or 

5 2. Permit any other contestants or teferee to participate 

6 therein; or 

7 ;{. Charg-e a greater fee, compensation or percentage to 

8 contestants or referee than was specified in the application 

9 made and flied prior to the issuance of such permit. 

10 Pro"ided, howe"er, that in case of an emergency, the 

11 commif,sion may, upon application, allow d person, club, 

12 corporation, or asgociation to hold such boxing, sparring, or 

13 wrestling show or contests wherever it may deem fit, within the 

14 city in which such person, club, corporation, or association is 

15 located, and gubstitute cont(='stdnts. second~, or referee, as 

16 ~ircumstances may require .. 

17 Any corporation or dfficer of any tlub, or association, 

18 dolating the provisions of this section, is guilty of a 

19 misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of not less than 

20 two hundred dollar;; ($200.00) nOr more than five hundred 

• 
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21 dollars ($500.00). 

1 Sec. 26. Any hearing by the commission shall be held at 

2 any of its offices, which the commission may designate. after 

H. F. 189 

3 at least ten (10) days' notice in writing, addressed to the 

4 person, club, corporation or association affected. at its 

5 address, as stated in the last application filed with the 

6 commission. Such notice shall be served by mailing the same. 

7 postage prepaid, by registered mail, to such per~on, club. 

S corporation or association at such address. 

9 The commission, in conducting such hearing, shall not be 

10 bound by technical rules of evidence, but all eYidence offered 

11 before the commission shall be reduced to writing and shall with 

12 the petItion and exhibits, if any, and the findings of the 

13 commission, be permanently preserved and shall constitute the 

14 record of the commission in such case. 

15 Any person, club, organization Or association interested In 

16 such hearing may be represented by counsel and shall have the 

17 right to introduce evidence. The attorney general. at the 

18 request of the commission, shall assist in the conduct of such 

19 hearing. 

1 Set. 27. E\'ery member of the state athletic commission 

2 shall have power to administer oaths and affirmations, certify 

3 to all official acts, issue subpoenas, compel the att .. ndance and 

4 testimony of witnesses and the production of papers, books. 

5 accounts and documents. Any person who shall be served with a 

6 subpoena to appear and testify, or to produce books, papers, 
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'I account:-. or documenb, I:;;-5ucd by the commi;.:<:-.ion. or any mcm!)/.'r 

8 thereof, In the Course of an inquir) or heanng conducted under 

<) lh(.' prOYISlOnS of this d<.:t. and who shall r~fu::-e and nq!lcct 

10 to app€"ar or to testilY. 01' to promote bookE;, papers, account:-. 

11 and docu~1elll"". rdative to :-,aid heanng!',,;1.!, i.:ommanded in -;uch 

12 >ubpoena. shall be guilty of a mbdemeanor. 

P; The commission or any member tt:ereof, may, in any hf'adnQ 

14 before the commif'f'ioll, Cau~<:: the depositIOn of witnesses 

13 residing" ithin or without the ,tate. to be taken in the manner 

16 prescribed b,' law tor like depOSition, in ciyil actions in the 

11 C('UTts of this state. 

18 All hearings ~hall be held bel ore at lea,t two (2) member, 

19 of said commission, and the concurrence 01 at least two member, 

20 of the commission shall he nece"ary to dny (;ndings or order. 

21 At the conclusion of ;:urh hearing. the commission 'hall 

22 enter an order finding whether or not the pet'son, club, 

2:3 corporati(Hl 0" a:,suc:ialion, luncerning which :5uch hearing ),'5 

24 held. has been guilty of a violation of any "alid rule, regulation 

25 or order of the commission, Ot' h~s been g-uilty of a violation 

26 of any of the provisions of this act, or has failed to comply 

27 with any or all conditions required in this ad, and shall spcciiy 

28 the nature of the violation or iailure to tomply. 

29 Suth findings shall be the ba,i~ for a refusal or for the 

30 granting of a license or permit to such person, club, corporation 

:n or association, but such finding shall not be admissible in 

32 evidence or be conclusive against such person, club. corporation 

• 
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33 or association or an)' offie",', member or stockholder thereof. 

34 in any criminal pro.ecution brought for the violation of any of 

35 the provision5 of this act. nor ,hall such hearing; and finding 

36 be a bar to any criminal prooecution which may be brought for 

37 the violation of any of the pl'ovisions of this act 

1 Sec. 28 All the buildings or structures used. or intended 

2 to be used for the purpose of this act shall be properly 

3 "entilated and pro"ided with fire eXlb and fire escapes, if 

4 need be. and in all manner conform to the law •. ordinances and 

5 regulationg pertaining to the buildlng~ in the city. town. or 

6 VIllage where situated. 

1 Sec. 29. );'0 person. club. corporation or association shall: 

2 1. Hold or conduct any boxing, sparring or wrestling 

3 match or exhibItion on Sunday; or 

4 2. Permit any person under the age of eigr.tecn (18) years 

5 • to participate in any boxing, ,parring or wrestling match or 

(; exhibition; or 

7 3. Permit any gambling. or betting or wagering of any 

8 character on the result of, or any (;ontingency in connection 

9 \\ ith any bOXlOl!. sparring, Or wrestling match or exhibition 

10 conducted by it, either before, after or dUrIng any such contest; 

11 or 

12 4. r.onduct or give 01' parti<.:ipate in, or permit, any sham 

1:> or fdke boxing. sparring, or wrestlmg match or exhibition 

14 Any person. club, corporation or aSRociation. Or the 

15 officers 01 any unincorporated club or ds:..ociation which ",olateg 
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16 any of the pro"iBions of this section, is guilty of a misdemeanor, 

17 and shall. se"erallv, be tined not less than one thousand dollars 

18 (!Sl,OOO.OO) nor more than ten tho",and doll"rs ($J 0.00000). 

1 Sec. 30. )io pet son shaJJ: 

2 1, Engage in any boxing, sparring. or wrestling match Or 

3 exhIbition on Sunday; or 

4 2. Gamble, bet or \Va)!:er on the result of Or any contlngency 

5 connected WIth any boxing Or sparring Or wrestling- exhibition; Ol" 

6 3. Participate in any sham 01' fake boxing', sparring. Or 

7 wrestling match or exhihHion. \\'here such match or exhihition 

8 is conducted by any Jicen,ed dub, corporation 01' association; or 

9 4. Being under the age of eight"en (18) years, partIcipate 

10 in any boxing, spal'ring, or \\'l'esthng match Or exhibition. 

11 Any person violating any of the provision:-: of this section 

12 b guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be fined not le'.< than 

13 one hundred dollar;; ($100.00), nor more than one thousand 

14 dollars ($1,000.00). 

15 If such person is a licensed contestant In this state, he 

16 shall, for the first offense, in addition to the fine. suifer a 

17 re\'ocation of his license, and for 11 second offense, be fore"er 

18 barred and disqual1fied from receiving a licenge or participating 

19 in any hoxing. sparring. or wrestling match or exhibition 

20 within this state. 

1 Sec. 31 Each conte~tant tor boxing, gparring, or wrestlin~, 

2 shall be examined prior to entenng the ring hy a competent 

3 physician appointed by the commission, who ha, been licensed by 

• 

• 
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4 the state athletic commissIOn and hag practiced in the state of 

5 Iowa fOl' not l~" than five (5) years. The physician shall, if 

6 he so finds the facts, certIfy in writmg owr his signature 

7 that each contestant i:; phy~icallv fit to engage in such contest. 

S Said physician shall mail said report of examination to the 

9 commi%ion within a period of twenty-iour (24) hours aiter the 

10 contest. Blank forms of physician's report shall be furnished 

11 to physicians, OJ' the commission, and all questions on blank 

12 forms must be answered in full. The physician shall bc paid a 

13 fee, the amount of which shall be fixed by the commission, by 

14 the person, club, corporation or association conducting the match 

15 or exhibition. ,",0 such match, conte;;t or exhibition shalJ be 

16 held unless a physiCIan so licensed by the commission shall be 

1 i in attendance. 

18 No boxing or sparring match Or exhibition shall be of more 

19 than fifteen (15) rounds in length, such rounds shall not be 

20 more than three (3) minutes each wlth a one (1) minute intenal 

21 between rounds, and no boxer shall be allowed to partiopate in 

22 more than fifteen rounds within seventy-two (72) consecutIve 

23 hours. 

24 The commission rnaJ', in respect to an.,- bout or in respect to 

25 any class of contestants, limit the number of rounds of a bout 

26 within the maximum of fifteen (15) rounds. 

27 At each boxing, or sparring match or exhibition there shall 

28 be in attendance a duly licensed referee, who shall dired and 

29 control the same. Before starting such contest the referee 
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:jO shaU ascertain from each (onte,tant the name of his chIef 

:31 .econd. and "hal! r.old such chief second respon,ihle for the 

:32 conduct of his asgi~tant second during the progress of the 

:3::\ conte>! The refer('e ,hall have power. III hi' dbcretion to 

34 elf-clan .. held any pnl.t', remuneration or pur$e. or any part 

:35 thel\:oL bdonging to the (:onte:-.I«nt~ 0,' one of them, if. 111 

3tl hj~ ludgment. :-.uth contestant or (,ollte~tantR arc not honcstl,\' 

37 comveting, ':iUbl~(;t. h()w~\·er. tl) a r.eat ing f)et{)l\", the c()mml~gi()n 

38 to determint: the fInal order ot the commission. 

:j8 There sh,di als() be In attendance two (2) duly licensed 

..to lung-(>,,,::. wlw ,hail, at (he t~i mmatilHI ot each ::.:ucr. boxing 01' 

41 .:-varring match or exhibition, render th~lr d~('.i~iun Th ... • 

,t~ (kdsion of the judge,~. taktn tOp't'ther \\'i1l) the de(i~i()n of 

~:, th,< referee, 'hall be tinal. 

1-1 Edeh contestant <5!ldli wear. dunng such contest. gloves 

45 weigbng not less tn,:J.n six (6) (lunces The pn)\,IFlOn::. of thiS 

.16 i'ection ,hall apply to a ,'rest!lllg: ~ontest. except that the 

47 (ummis~jon ~hall by rulf'~ and regu!(ltlOJ1:, pn:t.cl'ibe the length 

48 or dur~itlOn of ~u('h CcHlii:St. the manner In which the tonte.::.lants 

19 ,:.;hall engage in ~uch conte:-:t and :;uch further safeguard::> dnd 

50 (OndltlPns as .shall ins-lire tail'. ~p0rt::;manlike and ..... \,:lent~nc 

52 Any per::>un, club, corporation or a::.gociatlOn or the officer~ 

53 of any club. corpOI ation or a~,,,:-uciation, which holds any hoxing·. 

54 ~pctrrmg, or \\'re~tling match Of pxhihition in vi(Jiatwl1 of the 

55 pro\'lsiof\:, of this section. 1:' guilty ()t (i misdeme.:J.nor. ano -.;hdll 

• 

•• 
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56 be fined not less than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) nor 

57 more than ten thousand dollars (510.000.00), 

B. F. 189 

58 Any physician making the physical examination described 

59 in this section who, knowingly, certifies falsely to the physical 

60 condition of any contestant, is guilty of a misdemeanor. and 

61 shall be fined not Ie" than five hundred dollars ($500.00) nor 

62 more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00). 

1 Sec. 32. No amateur boxing, sparring, or wrestling match 

2 Or exhibition, which is hereby defined to one in which the 

3 participants receive no compensation, gifts. emolument, or 

4 percentage of the gate receipts, either directly or indirectly, 

5 shall be subject to the provisions of this act, except that they 

6 are permitted. 

1 Set. 33. Xo contestant shall be permitted to participate 

2 in any boxing. spaning, Or wrestling match or exhibition.unless 

3 he, his managers, trainers and seconds, are duly registered 

4 and licensed with the state athletic commission. which license 

5 must be renewed annually. The license fee and the renewal 

6 fee for each contestant shall be not less than five dollars 

7 ($5.00). The license fee and the renewal fee for edch such 

8 manager shall be fifteen dollars ($15.00) and for each such 

9 trainer and second shall be five dollars ($5.00). All such 

10 license and renewal fees shall be paid at the time of the 

11 application for the license or renewal. 

12 Any pel'son who desires to be registered and licensed as a 

13 contestant, manager, trainer or second, shall file his application, 
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14 in writing. with the commissioner, which application shall, among 

15 other thing,. state the correct name of the applicant, the date 

16 and place of his birth, and place of his residence, and his 

li employment. business. or ccupation, if any. The application 

III mugt b~ verified under oath of the applicant. Application 

19 tor renewal of license ,hall be in similar form. Xo asgumed. 

20 or ring name" .hall be used in any application, nor in any 

21 advertisement of any guch contest unless such ring or assumed 

22 ndme has been registered with the commission with the correct 

2:3 name of the applirant. 

24 Each applicati(m for license by a contestant or for renewal 

25 thereof, must be accompanied by the certificate of a physician 

26 rei'iding within this ,tate. who has been liccnsed as herein 

27 provided, and has practiced in this state for not less than 

28 five (5) years, certifying that such physician has made a 

29 thorough physical examination of the applicant, and that the 

30 applicant is physically fit and qualified to participate in 

31 hoxing. "parring, or \\'re~tling matches or exhibitions. 

1 Sec. 31 The commission shall, upon application. grant 

2 licenses to competent referees. physicians, annOuncers and 

3 timekeepers, whose qualifications may be tested by said 

4 commission and who shall be bona fide residents of the state of 

Ii Iowa, having reSIded in the state one (1) year. and may revoke 

6 any ~uth licen~e~ granted to any referee, physician, announcer 

'4 ot' timekeeper, upon such cause as the commission may deem 

8 sufficient. Such licenses must be renewed annually. No person 

• 

• 
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10 

11 

9 shall be permitted to act as referee, physician, announcer or 

timekeeper in this state unless holding such license. The 

application for license as a referee or renewal thereof, ,h"ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

be accompanied by an annual fee, which shall be twenty-fl\'c 

dollars ($25.00). The application for license as an announcer, 

or renewal thereof, shall be accompanied by an annual fee, whIch 

shall be ten dollars (S10.00). The application for license as 

a tImekeeper, or renewal thereof, shall be accompanied by an 

annual fee, which shall be ten dollars ($10.00). The commission 

shall appoint from among such licensed referee" phy~iC1an~, 

announcers and timekeepers, the officials for all conte,t, held 

20 under the provisions of this act. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Sec. 35. Every person, club, corporation or association, 

which may conduct any match or exhibition under thi$ act, 

except national guard organizations, reserve officers' 

associations Or organizations, posts or organizations of war 

veterans, or auxiliary units or societies of any such post.s or 

organizations, where the net proceeds of any match or exhibition 

conducted by any such organization, association, po~t unit or 

society is expended solely for charitable, patriotic or 

educational purposes, shall, within twenty-four (24) hours 

after the determination thereof. furnish to the commission, by 

mail, a written report duly verified by one of its officers, 

showing the number of tickets sold for such contest and the 

amount of the gross proceeds thereof, and such other matters as 

the commission may prescribe, and shall also within the said 
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15 time pay to the treasurer of state a tax of two (2) per centum 

11; of the total grO," receipts from the ,ale of tickets of admission 

17 to such match or exhibition. which tax shall oe placed in the 

1~ general revenue fund to he deSIgnated for use by the state 

19 ath Ictk commission 

1 Sec. :l6 Before any license shall be granted to any person. 

2 club. corporation or association, (except such organization<, 

:~ a,"ocintiolls, posts, units and societies which are by the 

·1 pro\,j:;ions of thi5 section exempt from paying a tax) to conduct . 

. ~ hold OZ" gj\-t' anj' b6xing. sparring Ot wre'5tli1J1! match or exhibition, 

G '3ueh applieant therefor shall execute and tile with the treasurer 

7 of state a bond in the gum of not legs thdll One thousand dollars 

R ($1.000.00), to be approved as to form and sufficiency of the 

9 ,ureties thereon. oy the treJsur er of state, payable to the 

10 people of the ,tate of low", and conditioned for the payment of 

11 thc' tax hereby impo~ed, and the compliance with thi;; act, 

lZ and the \'alid rules and regulation$ of this commission. Cpon 

1', the filing and approl'al of such bond, the treasurer of ,tate 

J4 shall i~,ue to 8uch applicant. a cHtificate and duplicate 

15 thereof of such filing and approval, one of which shall be bv 

l<i gaid applicant fIled in the office of the commiggion with its 

17 application for such license, and no license shall be issued, 

18 except ", hereinbefrtre provided, until such certifIcate shall 

19 hal e been filed. 

1 Sec :{7. Whenever an~' .'llch person, ('Iul>, corporation or 

2 a"ociation shall fail to make a report of any contest at the 

• 
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7 

8 
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time prescribed by this act. or whenever any such report i, 

unsatisfactory to the h'ellsurer of state. he may examine or 

cause to be examined the books and records of such club. 

corporation or association. and ,ubpoena and examine under oath 

its officer;; and other persons as witnesses for the purpose of 

determining the total amount of its gross receipts for any 

contest, and the amount of tax due pursuant to the pro\'i,ions 

of this act. which tax he may, upon. and as the result of stich 

11 examination. fix and determine. 

J2 In case of the default in the payment of any tax so 

13 ascertained to be due, together with the expenses incuITed in 

14 making such examinations, for a period of twenty (20) days 

1:3 after notice to such delinquent person. club, corporation or 

16 association of the amount at which the same may be fixed by the 

17 treo.surer of state. such delinquent shall be disqualified from 

18 receiving any new license and the attorney general shall 

19 institute suit upon the bond filed pursuant to section thirty-

20 five (35) to recover the tax or penalties imposed by this act. 

1 Sec. 38. It shall be unlawful for any per,on, club, 

2 corpuration 01' alotsociation, receiving a !ic~nse hereunder. to 

3 sell or cau,e to be sold or is'ued, more tickets or invitations 

4 purporting' to admit to an,' such match or exhibition, 1)1' 

;; otherwise to admit to the same, more persons than are 

6 admissible according to the authorized capac it,\' of the building, 

7 or part thereof, actually used therefor. 

1 Sec. ~9. The commission shall appoint official 
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2 repr~8cntatives designated as ingpectors, each of whom ~hall 

3 r~cei\'e from the commission a card authorizing hi,,\ to act as 

4 such inspector, wherever the commission may designate him to 

5 act. One inSllector shall be present at all boxing, sparring, 

G or wrestling matches or exhibition", and see that the rules of 

7 the commisgion, and the pro\'isior,,, of this act are ,trictly 

8 obscn'ed, and shall al"o be present at the counting up of the 

~ !;ross receipts. and shall immediately mail to the commi::.sion 

10 the official box office "tatement received by him from the 

11 person or officers of the club, corporation or a$sociatioll, 

12 conducting such exhibition. 

1 Sec. 40. Kothing in this act shall in any way be so 

2 con~trued as to gi\"e anyone per::=.on" club, corporation or 

:~ association, the rig-ht to hold or give boxing, sparring, or 

4 wrestling matche:; or exhibItions ill more than one (1) city Qr 

5 in more than one (1) location in any city without \vritten 

6 authority and con,ent of the commission 

1 Sec. 41. There is hereby impo;;ed a tal< of two percent (2 %) 

2 on each paid admission to any eGntest as described in this 

3 chapter. Such tax and all other fund" provided to be paid in 

4 this chapter shall be paid to the treasurer of ,tate \\ ho shall 

5 designate all such funds to the state athletic commi~~ion to 

6 pay the expenses of such commi;;sion. In event such state 

7 athletic fund exceeds five thousand dolla.·s (85,000.00) such 

8 exce;;;; shall be placed in the general fund of the state. 

1 Sec 42. For the purpo;,e of carrying out the provisions 

• 
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:2 of this act, the ,urn of th'e thousand dollars ($5,000.00) is 

3 hereby appropriated and the comrni8sion is instructed to draw 

4 its warrant for this sum out of any money in the treasury 

5 not othel'wi"e appropriated. 

EXPLANATIOX OF H. F. 189 

Toe purpose of this bill is to insute the !3afety of participants in boxing and wrest
ling' matthes. and also to prot&t the ~eneral public of the state of Iowa from paying 
w witne!.s sham or false .:ont:ests. It is fl!lt that any sporting fan desires to sec and 
is t?ntitled to expect a dean, fair and authentic exhibition for the money such person 
pays for udmission. 

Boxing exhibitions are nov." illegal In Iowa and this act will legalize this sport. 
This act provides for a manner of collecting fees and a small percentage of each 

paid admission In ordet that once established, the Iowa state athletic cornmissu)n will 
be st>lf.l:.upporting, Mno alll"evenue over bare expenses will ~ to the state genenl fund 
for the benefit of the people of the state as a whole. 

Similar acts have proven highly succcssful nnd have had n highly beneficia.l effect 
in ~tlltes with similal legislation. They have resulted in improvin$; the !':a.fety factors, 
the tYPe of con~tnnL; palticlpatmJ;" nnd In general elevated these sporting activities 
to a dean, honest. respe<:table pl:lne. ~ 

The legalizing of boxing and wrestling exhiblttOnS in the statea of Iowa ""'ill also 
offer the public a better type of entertamment for the time when telecasting of such 
e"ents will be made. 

Amend House Filc 189 AS follows; 
1. Strike all after the v.ord "act" in line One (1) of 

the title and add in heu thert'of thc f01l0win:;-: "to rcpeal 
section seven hundl'cd twenty·~even point two (7;'!7,2), Code 1950, 
to section :;e\'en hundred twenty-sc\"Qn point five (727,5), Code 
1950. inclusive, and to provide for the ilcensing of promoters 
ot boxmg, sparring and wrestling c()ntests," 

2. Strike 311 af~r the enacting clause except l;Ie<:tJon 
onQ (1), and insert in heu thereof the followinft· 

"Se.c. 2. :\0 promo~r or organization shall hold or condu<.:t 
a boxing, sparring or wrestling match Or'tf'Xhlbition until be 
shall have obtained a license from the secretary ot state. Each 

lieenSe- ahIlH expire September i, each year. The said license 
shall not be transferrable. 

·'Sec. 3 Every application for .a h(:cn~e under this chapter 
shall be madQ upon a blank fur ni~ht!d by the s~relal y of $'.ta~ 
and shnll con tam the ltem~ rt'quired by it as to name of 
promoter, or ot~alll%alion, place ~he C(mtt;!>:lts ~te t.o be ht'ld, and 
such othel ldolm~tlon that may oe reqUIred by the ~t'<.retary of 
statQ 

"Sec. 4. The secrQttwy of state ihall collect the ::'ollowing 
f(~e~ for licenses; 

1 Promoters and organizations located in, or ii conLest~ 
sre to be held in cities and town:. of less than 25,000 
Popul:itlOn, twenty·th-c collari ($25) 

2. PromotE"rs and organizations located in, or if contests 
are to be held in cities ~nd townl:. 01 mOl'e than 25,000, but le~s 
thun 75,000 population, fifty dollars ($50) 

~. PlomvU'r.3 and organization.;; locnted in, or !f conteat~ 
ale tQ be held in citie~ and tm ... n1\ of over 71}.OOO popub,ttOn, one 

hundred dollar:) 
31 ($100). 
32 "Sec o. Any person who shall violate any pro\"ision of 
33 this chapter ~hall be fined not (;.xcccding thrce hundred dollars 
34 ($300,. ur impri;o;oned in the county jail not exceeding r.itlcty 
35 (90) days, or both such fine and imprisonment," 
Filed 
:lian:'h 19, itl53. FREY of Pottawattamic. 
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