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SENATE FILE NO. 572-BY KIMBALL . AGRICUL'I.'ORE. 
• 

, . 

, 
• 

FOR AN AOT TO PROVIDE FOR AND REGULATE PUBLIC WAREHOUSES, THE WARE· 
. '. ' .' 

• 
HOUSING, SHIPPING, WEIGHING AND INSPEOTION OF GRAIN, AND TO REPEAL 

AOTS AND PARTS OF ACTS IN OONFLICT HEREWITH. • 

, 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF ~rH" STATE OF IOWA: 

. ' . 
Section 1. That all elevators or storehouses and other structures where grain or other prop-

.' , .,' ,', " , 

, 

2 'erty is stored for commercial purposes whether the property stored be kept iseparate or not, are 
, . ' , 

3 declared to be public warehouses and subject to regulation and control by the state. 

,Sec.,2. 'The owner, lessee, ormanager of each and every public warehouse where 
. , ' . " 

• • gram IS 

, ' , 

2 stored shan make bi-monthly statements, under oath, on or before the 15th of each Inonth up 

'3 ,to the close of business, of the previous Saturday, before some officer designat\"d by law, and 

4 keep the ~ame posted in -some conspicuous place in the office of such warehouse, and shall also 
, '. 

5 'file a copy for public examination with the state board of railroad commissioners, which state-
, " ,"", .' 

, • Q ' ' ' • • 

, ,,6ment lshallcorrectly set forth the amount of ,each ,and every kind of grain in such warehouse, , 
• 

7 'together with such other. property as may be stored therein, and what warehouse receipts have 

8 been issued and are at the,time of taking such statments, outstandingtherefor; andincities 
" '" , . , 

9 ,of the metropolitan or first class, the owner, lessee, or manager of each public warehouse sit-
, 

10 uated thereinshilll, in addition to the above, note such daily changes on the, CopypOisted in 

11 ' the warehouse as may be made in the quantity and grade of grain, in such warehouse; and the 

'12 different grades of grain shipped in separate lots shall notbe Inixed withinferiorlotswithout 

13 ,the consent of the owner or consignee thereof. 
, 

Sec. 3. 'The owner or owenrs of property stored in ap.y warehouse, or holder oJ a receipt for, 

2 the same, shall always be at libertyto examine such property stored and all the books and 

3 records of the warehouse inregard to such property. . " 

i, ' 
Sec. 4. The proprietor, lessee or manager of any public warehouse shall be required before • 

" '. "" -- " 

2 transacting, any business to procure from, the railroad commissioners a license for each public. 

3 warehouse under his ownership or control,p'ermitting such proprietor, lessee or manager to " 
, ,,',. -, , , .",'. ' . . " , ',' , 

, 4" transact business as a public warehouseman imder the laws of this state, which license 'shall be 
, ", " I', ' • . , , , ' 

5 issued annually by the railroad, commissioners upon written application, which shail set forth 

,,6 the location and name of such warehouse, and,the individual name of each person interested ' 
, , ' , ' , " ' . ' , ,: 

,'" ' 

, 
• 

7 ,as owner or principal in the management of the same, or if the warehouse be, owned or man-
• 

• 
/ 

, , ' 
• 

• 
, , 

• 

• 
, " . 

, , " 
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. " Saged.bya corporation, the name ofthe .president, secretary and treasurer of such corporation 
, - . -, " 

,,'.'-

• 
9 shall be stated, and the said license shall give authority to carryon and conduct the business . -,' - , -, , -

10 . of public warehouse, . in accordance with the laws of the state, and shall be revocable by said 
, - - ' . , 

·11. railroad. commissioners upon a summary proceeding before the. commissiOliers,.upon complaint. 
. ,',' , -

. . I 
12 of any person in writing, setting forth the particular violation of law, and .upon satisfactory , - . - -, -. ' -• 

·13 proof to1)etakenin such manner as may be directed by the commissioners ....•. 
- - - - , - -. -

.Sec.· 5.'. Any person who shall transact the business of a public warehouseman, without nrst . 

'2' procuring a license. as herein provided, or who 'shall continue to transact any such business 
" . - - '.-. , 

. . 
3 after such license has been revoked (save only that he may be permitted to deliver property 

4' preyiol)sly stored in such warehouse) shall on conviction by indictment be .finedin a sum not' . . - . . - _.-

5 . less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than fivehund,ed dollars ($500,00) for each, 
-. - , -

......6 '. and, every day such business is carried' on, and the. railroad commissioners may refuse to rec 
, - . -

'. T neW any license or grant a new one .to any of the persons whoselicense has beenrevoked with~ 
- - - -, - - ," , - --

S '. in one (1) year frOInthetime the same was revoked, . 

.. ··See.· 6 .. ' It shall. .beth" dlttyO£ everypub'ic warehouseman to receiveforstoring any grain, 
, - . -' - - - ' '-. - '- ,- - -

. . 

'.2 dfyandin a suitable' condition for warehousiil:g', that may be tendered to him. in the.lIsual 

3 manner, in whIch such warehousesareaccustomed to receive the same in the ordinary and 
- -' - - -

4·· usual course of business, not making any discrimin:ationbetweenpemons • desiring' . to . avail 
. . 

5 '. themselves of warehouse facilitIes. Such grail! in public .warehouses to be' inall.oases in-
" '- -,' , ' 

. 6 spected and graded by a dulyarithoriied inspector, and to be stored with grain of a similar . 
'."'. -,' . ' . . ' ..-- /-. 

. . 

, - - , 7 .. grade .. ,fluid, ill no case shall g'l'aill of a different .grade beniiied together while in store lniless . 
- ' " - - - - - - - - - - -

'" '. S·· if the owner' or consignee soreguests.· . If' a wareh()usereceipt beu:sed for' grain kepisepaiate, . 
. ' -- " - - --

. , - ,--
- , ; 

.. ' ·10 ':ill graindellvered from such warehouse 'sha'l heinspe(jted 'on its deli.very bya duly authorized 
- - - . -

- - - ", - - - - ' - - - - . - - . - -

11 .• ·inspectorof . grain. '. Nothing in this . s~ction sl1l111· be construed. so as t() . require the· receipt of 
" - -- - - ,- '- - . 

• 
:,.,':',',,-,"; , ',','-,-', " ' ,',. '.,."': :,---,-"- '" '-: . 

. "12 ·,any. kindo£grain .into allY wareholJlse in :which there is not sufficient room to accomm()date or 
- - - - _. - - ,- - " - , 

. '. 13 "store it properly, or in cases where such· wareolll'ise is necessarily closed. "'The charges for in-·· 
,- , --

. . 
" -- - ._,' ' ,- - --/ -" " ,- '-, - ' ',' - ,,' - - ',' - -' 

·'14 .spection,uponl'eceipt arid deliVery. shall be paid by the warehouseman and maybe added to 
,'. - - - - - - -, - - , 

. . . 
•. ' ". . '.'15 ,the charge of storage. The chief inspector rimy. recover such damage'S of the warehouseman 

. . . 

.. 16 by an appropriate action in his name. ' ... . .' 

... ' . • Sec. 7 .. Upon application oft~eownerorconsighee ofg'l'ain stored in a public 'Warehouse, 

.' 2 ,the. same· heing accompanied' withevidencethaf aIltranspoi'tation orother.charg~s, which may 
'- - - '- , ,- '-.,'. . .' -- .' .-

- . ' --

3. ·.·be a lienujJort the g'ralu,includillg charges for' iuspection' and 'weig'hing; haveheenpaid, the 
, - - . , . . ,_. - - ,.-

• 

'.: ·.··4WarehouselIlan'shall issue. to the person elltitled to receive it a . warehousel'eceipt therefor, 
, - -'. - - - - .t,' - ';-_, • - - " 

• 

. ' ·.5s1.1bj8C1; to· the' order' of the owner' 01' consignee, 'Which receipt shal1.beal'· date corresponding 
, - " - - - ,- - -, , 

6.withtlle..receipt ofthe graininstore,andshall.stateuppnits face theqllantityandinspected 
, - ,- ,- , " ','" ' -, ' - -,' - - -, '- '" ,- -, 

-- ' -

, . , , - .. 
-, - . - -' ' 
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• 

7 'gTade of the gTain, and that the grain mentioned on it, has been received into store to be stored 

8 . with gTain of the same gTade by inspection, and that it is deliverable upon the return of the 
• 

. 9 '. receipt properly endorsed by the person to whose order it was issued by the same warehouse, 

10· ,shall be consecutively numbered, and no two receipts bearing the same number shall be issued . . 

n. from' the same warehouse during any one year, except in case' of a lost or. destroyed receipt, 

12 in which case the new receipt ,shall bear the same date and number as the original, and shall 

·13 be plainly marked on its face "duplicate." . If the' gTain was received from railroad cars, the 

14 nmuber of each car shall be stated upon the receipt with the amount it contained, if fmm barges 

15 or other ves'sels, the name of such craft, if from team or. by other Illeans, the manner of its 

16 . receipt shall be stated on its face. 

Sec. 8. Upon the delivery of gTain from store upon any receipt, such receipt shall have plain­

. 2 ly marked across its face the word" cancelled" with the name of the person cancelling the . . . 

3 . same, and shall thereafter be void, and shall not again be put in circulation, nor shall grain 
, 

4 be delivered twice upon the same receipt. No warehouse receipt shall be issued,except upon 

5 . actual delivery of gTain into store in the. warehouse from whi~h it purports to be issued, and 

6 . which is to be represented by the receipts. Nor 'shall any receipt be issued for a greater quan-
• 

7 tity of grain than was contained in the lot or parcel stated to have been received. Nor shall 
- -, 

8 . more than one receipt be issued for the same lot· of gTain exceptin cases wh~re receipt for a 

".9 part ofa lot is desired, and then the aggreg'ate receipt for a particular lot shall cover that lot 
- , - . 

. 

10 . and no more .. In cruses where a part of the grain represented by the receipt.is delivered out of. '. 
" -. -- -' 

. , 

11 ' store, and the remainder is left,' anew receipt may be issued for such -remainder, but the new 

12 teceipt shall bear the same date . as. the original, and shall 'state on tlie face. that it is balance 

13 'of receipt <if the original number and the receipt upon which a part lias been delivered, shall 

. . 

• , 

. . 

14 .. be cancelled in the saine manner as if it. had all be,endelivered. 
'_. ' 

,-. ' - . '. .' 
Incase It be deSIrable to 

15 divide one receipt into two or more, or in case it is desrrableioconsolidate tWQor more re-

16 '. ceipts into one, and the warehouseman consents thereto, the original receipt shall be cancelled, 

17 . the same as if the grain had been delivered from store, and the new receIpts shall express on 

18 their face that they are part of another receipt or a consolidation of other receipts,as the case 
,- - -" ' -

19 may. be, and the numbers of the. original receipts shall alS() appear upon the new ones, issued 
- - " , . . , ,- I. -. - . _ _ _ 

20 as explanatory of the chang'e, but no consolidation of receipts of dates d~ffering more than 
• 

. 21 ten (10) days shall bepermitted.And all new .receipts issued for old onBs' cancelled as herein' 
• • • 

• 22 .' provided, shall bear the same date as those originally issued as near as may be. 

S~c. 9. No warehouseman in' the state shall insert in allY receipt issued by him any language . . 

2 in' anywise limiting' or modifying his liilbilitiesor responsibilitya.s imposed by the laws of this' 
! -

3 . state .. 
• 

. Sec. 10. On the refurn of any warehouse receipt byhim,properly~ndorsedand the tender 
- -' , ' '. 

2 of all proper . charges upon the property represented by it, such property shall be immediately 
. , -. . . -, , . , . -

'. 

• 

· , 
· . , 

.' 

--'.': 
· . 
· . 

. . 
• 

, -. -' . - - - . ' - . - ' . , ," 
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3 delivered to the holder of 'such receipt, and it shall not he subject to any further charges for 

4 . storage after deml\nd for such delivery shall have been made, and the property represented 

.5' by such receipt shall be delivered within twenty-four hours after such demand shall have been 
. , 

6 . made, and the cars or vessels for the same shall have been furnished. . The warehouseman in 
. 

7 default 'shall be liable to the owner of such receipt for damages for such default in the sum of . . 
• 

Sone (1) cent per bushel,and in addition thereto one (1) cent per bushel for each and every 
. . 

9 day of such neglect or refusal to deliver; provided, no warehouseman ,shall be held to be ii:t 
• 

10 default in delivering if the property is delivered iit the order demanded, ajld as rapidly as due 

11 diligence, care and prudence will. justify. 
. 

Sec. 11. It shall be the duty of every ow'!er, lessee and manager of every public warehouse 

2 in this state to furnish in writing, under oath, at such times as the railroad commissioners 

3. shall require and prescribe, a statement concerning the condition of the property in store and· 

4 the condition and management of the business as such warehouseman. 

Sec. 12. Every warehouseman of public warehouses in this state shall be required during 

.2 the first week -in September of .each year to publish in. one or more of the newspapers (daily if 
. 

3 there be such) published in the city or village in which such warehouse is situated, a table or 

4 schedule of rates for the storage of grain in his warehouse during the ensuing year,which 

5 rates ,shall not be increased during the year, and such published rates or any published re-

6 duction of them shall apply toall grain received into such warehouse from any person or 

7 source, and no discrimination as to rates shall be made directly or indirectly by such ware-
. 

S houseman for the storage of grain. The maximum charge for storage and handling of grain, 

9 including the cost of receiving and delivering shall be for the first (1st) fifteen (15) daysor . . . 
• 

10 part thereof one and one-half (1 y,) cents per bushel, and fbI' each fifteen (15) days or part 

11 thereof after the first fifteen (15) days, one-half (y, ) cent per bushel, and for continuousstor-

12 age between the fifteen (15th) day of November and the fifteenth (15th) day of May follow-·. 

13 ing, not more than four (4) cents per bushel. The rates for. storage may be varied by the 
. 

14 railroad commissioner's whenever the same are shoWn to be unreasonable, unfair or not com, . 

, 

15 pen sa tory.) 

. Sec. 13 .. It shall not be lawful for any public warehouseman to mix any grain of different· 

2 . grades togethe:r or to .. select different qualities of the same grade for the purpose of storing or 
• 

3 . delivering the same. Nor shall he attempt to deliver grain of one grade for another,or in any. ... , . . 

. . 

. 4 way tamper with grain or other property while in his possession or custody, with a view of se-

5 .. curing any profit to himself or any other person. And in no case, even of g-rain stored in a . 

6 separate bin, shall he be permitted to mix grain of different grades together while in store. 
. . , ... 

7 . He may, however, on request of the owner of any grain stored in a private bin, be permitted to , . . . .' . 
• 

S dry, clean or otherwise improve the condition or value of any such lot of grain; but in such 

• 

• . ' .. ,'.": . ,', ",'.,','.' , .. '. ','.',' ','.', . '," .", ',-,' '.' .'. ".' '.' -- ' .. '.' , ' '. ' .• ,,' i.',·., .".' '. '.' ,', . '.'. , _' ",.' - , ,,,: ~. ,'.0, ,., '._,'. "'." __ ~c ., ,," .. '.'; .",~. '.': . 
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9. case.itshall only be delivered as such separate lot, or as the grade it was originally inspected 

'. 10 when received by him, without reference to . the grade it may be as improved by such process of 

11 drying. or cleaning. Nothing in this' section, however, shall prevent anr warehouseman from 
. '. 

12 removing grain while within his warehouse for its preservation or safe-keeping. No public 

. 13 . warehouseman shall be held responsible for any loss or damage io property by fire while in 
, . 

14 . his custody, provided re'asonable care and vigilance be exercised to protect and preserve the 

15' same. 

Sec. 14, . The governor shall appoint a state inspector and such assistants as shall be neces-

2 sary. 

Sec, 15. Said state inspector and assistants shall, at the places aforesaid, supervise and 

2 have exclusive control of the inspection . and weighing of grain and other property which may 
" 

3 be subject to inspection. 
, 

Sec. 16. The railroad ,commissionel1s shall fix the fees to be paid for the weighing and in-

2 . spectionof grain or other property, which fees shall be paid by the warehouseman and may 

3 be added to the charges for storage. 

Sec. 17. Said state weighmaster and assistants shall not be a me.mber of any board of trade , . . 
. 

2 or association of any like character; they shall give bonds in the sum of five thousand dollars 
, • 

3($5,000), conditioned for .the faithful discharge of their duties, and shall receive such com-

4 pensation' as the state railway commission shall determine. 
, 

, 

, Sec. 18.' The state railway. commission' shall adopt Isuch rules and regulations for the inspec- . 

2 tion and weighing. of grain and other property as they shall deem proper. 

8ec. '19. The inspector shall have power to remove any of the deputy inspectors'for cause, 
. 

. 2 and said deputy inspectors .shall act under the immediate control and supervision of ,said in-

,3 spector. 

Sec. 20.' The inspeCtor of grainan<i' all deputy inspectors shall be governed in their inspec-
• • 

2 tion duties by such rules and regulations as may be provided by the railroad comm~ssioners and . . 

3· the said commission shall have power to fix the rate of charges of grain, and the manner in . 

4 which the same shall be collected, and which charges shall. be regulated in such manner as 
• -, ' , 

. >.5 will in the judgment of said commission produce sufficient revenue to meet the necessary ex-

6 penses of the inspection service and no more .. Said l1ailroad commissioners shall fix the amount 
, 

7. of compensation to be paid to the inspector and deputy inspectors, and prescribe the time and 
- " . . ,'- - -

. . 

.. 8 manner of payment thereof;' which compensation shall bepitid out of the license fund and out 

9' of. the grain inspection fund, hereinafter created, cinthe order of the railroad commissioners; 

Sec. 21. No inspector or deputy inspector of grain shall, during his term of service, be in-

2 terested, directly or indirectly, in the handling, shipping, purchasing or selling of grain, nor 
- - " , " 

3 . shall he be in the employment of uny person orcorpprationinterestedinJhe handling, stor- . 

4- ing, shipping', purchasing or ,se~Iing of. gTain . 
. 

, 
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Sec, 22. Upon complaint in writing of any person to the state railway commission, sup-

2 ported by reasonahle and satisfactory proof, that the inspector or any of his deputies have vio-

3 lated any of the rules prescribed for his goveTllment, or has been guilty of any improper offi-
. 

4 cial act, or has been· found inefficient or incompetent for the duties of his position, said per-

5 son shan be by the governor immediately removed from office. 
. 

Sec. 23. Any duly authorized inspector or deputy inspector of grain, who shall be guilty of 

2 any neglect of duty, or who shall knowinglY or carelessly inspect or grade any grain im-

3 properly, or who shall accept any money, or other consideration, directly or indirectly, for any 

4 neglect of duty or any improper performaJlCe of duty as such inspector of grain, or any per- . 

5 son who shall improperly influence any inspector of grain in the performance of his duty, as 

6 such inspector, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shaH be 
, . 

7 fined not lelss than one h,mdred dollars ($100) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) 

'8 or shall he imprisoned in the county jail not less than thirty (30) days nor more than one (1) 

9 year, or both in the discretion of the court. 

Sec. 24. The charg'e for inspection and weighing of grain shall he and constitute a lien on 

2 grain so inspected, and whenever such grain is in transit the said charges shall be treated as 

3 advanced charges, to be paid by the common canier in whose possession the same is at the 
, 

4 . tiille of inspection. 

Sec, 25. The decision of the inspector or any of the deputy inspectors as to the grade of 

2 gTain shall be final and binding on an parties, unless an appeal is taken from such decision as 

3 hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 26, Incase any owner, consignee or shipper of grain, or ally warehouse manager shall 

2be aggrieved by the decision of the inspector or any of his deputies, an appeal may be had 

3 to the railroad commissionem and a decision of a majority of such'commissioners shall be final, 

4 and the railroad commissioners are authorized to make' all,"necessary rules governing 'snch 

5 appeal. , 
" , 

Sec, 27. It .shall be ,mlawful for any proprietor, lessee or manager of any public ware-

.2 house to enter into any contract, agTeement, undel'standing or combination with any railroad 
, 

3 compallY or other corporation, or with any individuaLs, by which the property of any person 

4 is to be delivered to any public warehouse for storage, or for any purpose, contrary to the 

5 direction of the owner, his agent or consignee. 
" 

Sec. 28. It will be the duty of the railroad commissioners to assume alld exercise 'l con-

2 stant supervision over the grain interests of this state, to supervise the handling, inspection, 

3 weighing' and storage of gTain, to establish all necessary rules and regulations for the weigh-
. . 

4 ing, grading, inspection and appeal on inspection of grain, and for the management of the 

5 pub'ic warehouses. of the state· as far as such rules and regulations may be necesary to en-

__ ,_ ,-._,_,_ " ___ 'e<_'._' , ••• '_. __ ,,,. ~. _______ .,"_,.,'_ ",_',_'_ 
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6 force the provisions of this act, or any law of this state in regard to the same, to inv!)stigatc 

7 all complaints of fraud or oppression in the grain trade and to, correct the same as far as it 

8 may be in their power. 

Sec. 29. All moneys collected by gmin inspectors, weighmasters and other officers, as here-

2 'in provided for, shall by them be paid into the state treasury. , 

Sec. 30. It shall be the duty of the treaJsurer of the State of Iowa to receive all moneys 

2 aforesaid, and all fines and penalties collected by virtue of this act, and to keep a separate 

3 account of the same, and to pay the same on the order of the railroad commissioners and not 

4 otherwise. 

Sec. 31. Nothing in this act shall be so construed as to prevent any person from selling 
, 

2 grain by sample regardless of grade. , 
, 

Sec. 32. But the provisions of this act shall not change the liabilities of warehouseman on 

2 grain now in ;store, nor the inspection thereof; but said inspection shall be had under the same 

3 system under which it was received into store. All public warehouse receipts shall be nego-

4, tiable the same as any other commercial paper and securities . 
• 
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