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SENATE FILE NO. 519 BY RETRENCHMENT AND REFORM COMlYlI'l''l'mID . 

. FOR AN ACT CREATING A DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL PROGRESS, A DEPARTMENT OF 

INDUSTRIES, AND A DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, AND PROVIDING FOR 

THE APPOINTMENT OF SUPERINTENDENTS THEREOF AND PRESCRIBING THE 

RIGHTS, POWERS, DUTIES AND COMPENSATION OF THE SUPERINTENDENTS OF 

THESE DEPARTMENTS; CREATING A GOVERNOR'S' ADVISORY BOARD AND 

TRA.l,{SFERRING TO THE SAID BOARD ALL THE POWERS, RIGHTS, AND DUTIES 

• OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, ABOLISHING THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, PROVID-

ING FOR THE FILING OF REPORTS AND THE EDITING AND PUBLISHING THERE-
. 

OF, CREATING Al,{ OF:b"ICIlIL BUDGET, TRANSFERRING TO THE SUPERINTENDENT 

OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY ALL PRESENT DUTIES OF THE SEC­

RETARY OF STATE RELATING. TO THE REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES, 
• 

AND REPEALING ALL LAWS IN CONFLICT HEREWITH . 

• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. There is hereby created a department to be known ,"5' the department of social 

2 progress which shall include and have general snpervision over the following present existing 
• 

3 departments, to-wit: (a) The department headed by the present superintendent of public in-

4 strnction; (b) the board of educational examiners; (c) the ,state library;. (d) the geological 

5 survey; (e) the historical department; (f) the historical society of Iowa; (g) the academy of 

6 science; (h) the public archives; (i) the library commission; (j) the board of control; (k) the 

7 board of parole; (1) the board of education . 
• 

Sec. 2. There is hereby created a department to be known as the department of industries 

2 which shall include and have general supervision over the following present existing depart-

3 ments, to-wit: (a) the department of agriculture; (b) the weather and crop bureau; (c) the 

4 state veterinary surgeon; (d) the commission of animal health; (e) the horticultural society; 

.5 (f) the inspector of bees; (g') the state entomologist; (h) the state dairy association; (i) the 

6 beef cattle breeders' association; (j) the state and county fairs; (k) the.railroad commission;· 

7 (1) the commerce council; (m) the commissioner of insurance; (n) the industrial commissioner; 

8 (0) the bureau of labor statis,ucs; (p) the department of banking; (q) the bank examiners: (1') 

9 the county examiners; (s) the city and town examiners;. (t) the public accountant . 

. Sec. 3. There is hereby created a department to be known as the department of public safety • 

2 which shall include and have general supervision over the following present existing depart-
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a ments, to-wit: (a) the adjutant general; (b) the state militia; (c) the fish and game warden; 
• 

4 (d) the state highway comimssion;(e) the custodian of public buildings and property; (f) the 

5 department of capitol extension; (g) the land office; (h) the department of meandered lakes; 
• 

6 (i) the fire ma:rshal; (j) the board of health; (k) the board of medical examiners; (I) the board 

7 of optometry examiners; (m) the board of law examiners; (n) the board of dental examiners; 

8 (0) the commission on pharmacy; (p) the veterinary examining board; (q) the dairy and food .. 

9 commission; (r) the examiners of the dairy and food commission; (s) the oil inspectors; (t) the 

10 inspectors of boats; (u) the min" inspectors; (v) the board of examiners for mine inspection; 

11 (w) the automobile registration department; (x) the board of voting machine commis2ioners . 

. Sec. 4. For the purpose or couvenience, the various present existing departments and boards., 

2 set forth in section one (1), two (2) and three (3) hereof, are referred to in this act as "'3ubor-
• 

3 dinate departments," and any refel:ences contained in this aet to each or any or all of these 

4 subordinate departments shall be liberally construed to cover the entire field of usefulness of 
. 

5 any such or all of the said departments, including all subordinate officers and employees and 

6 all boards, officials and employees incidental to the same. 

Sec. 5. The provisions of this act shall l e libera'ly consttued for the purL!ose o£acoom-

2 plishing a more adequate supervision and administration of each and all subordinate depart-

3 . ments or boards set forth in sections one (1), two (2) and three (3) hereof. 

Sec. 6. There is hereby created the office of superintendent of the department of social prog-

2 ress, who shall be appointed by the governor and whose salary shall be $3,600.00 per annum and 

3 who shall hold office dUTing' the pleasure of the governor. 

Sec. 7. There is hereby created the office of superintendent of the department .of industTies, 

2 who shall be appointed by the governor and whose salary shall be $3,600.00 per annum and 

3 who shall hold office during the pleasure of the governor. 

Sec. 8. There is hereby created the office. of the superintendent of the department of public 

2 safety, who shall be appointed by the governor and whose salary !shall be $3,600.00 per annum, 

3 and who shall hold office during the pleasure of the governor. 

Sec. 9. The superintendent of the department of social pTogress shall have general supervi-

2 !sion over each and all of the subordinate departments an.d employees and state officials re-

3 ferred to in section one (1) hereof. , 

Sec. 10. The superintendent of the department of industries shall have general supervision 

'.2 over each and all of the subordinate departments and employees and state officials referred to 

3 in section two (2) hereof. 

Sec.11. The superintendent of the department of public safety shall have general supervi-

2 sian over each and all of the subordinate departments and employees and state officials re-

3 ferred to in section three (3) hereof. 
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Sec. 12. This right of supervision shall give to the said superintendent the right to full ac· 
. 

2 cess to all meetings, conferences, offices and records of each and every one of the said depart· 
. 

3 ments, officials, boards or employees, and including the right to demand and to receive at any 

4 time all facts, figures, records or information which the said. superintendents shall ask for 
• 

5 from any of the said officiaLs, boards, or departments and including the I"ight upon approval by 

6 the g.overnor to re·organize any or the business methods of any of the said departments .or offi-

7 ciaIs, or the system of records kept by 'such· departments or officials and including the right 

8 upon approval by the govern.or to employ clerical or stenogTaphic help, or to discharge any 

9 . such help or to transfer clerks and stenographers or assistants from anyone department to an-

10 other whenever it shall be deemed advisable; provided, however, that this act shall not be con-

11 strued as gTanting authority to employ help of any kind beyond the number speCIfically au-

12 thorized bv law. 
•• , 

• • 

Sec. 13. The superintendent of the department of social progress, the superintendent of the 
• 

2 department ·of indu2tTies. the superintendent of the department of public safety, and the gov-

3 ern or shall' constitute a board to be knawn as the governor's advisory baard, and this board 

4 shall meet at least once a month and at such other times as the g'overnar may require. for the 

5 purpo:se of discussing the work of theiI" departments and of conferring tagether regaI"dil'" th" 
. . . 

6 work of their departments and .of conferring' together regarding the general inteTests of the 

7 State of Iowa. 

Sec. 14. Any and aU reports which the law requires any .of the subordinate departments, 

:2 boards, or officials herein referred to,to prepare, submit or publish, ,shall be submitted in type­

written form to the superintendent created by this act and having supervisian over that partic-

4 ulaI" subordinate department, board or official, and such report shall be submitted at such a time 

5 or times a:s, the superintendent created by this act .and having supervision over that particular 

6 department, board, or official shall require. 

Sec. 15. The superintendent of the department of social progress, the superintendent of the 

2 department of industries, and the superintendent of the department of public safety shall file 

3 'and preserve all reports presented to them by any of the subordinate departments, b.oards, or 
. 

4 .officials over which such !superintendent has supervision and from the information contained in 

5 these reports and from such other informatian as they may have obtained, the g.overnor's ad-

6 visory board shall edit and cause to be published a general report which shall cover all the . 

7' departments, boards and ·officials subject to the supervision of this act. Nothing herein shall 
. , 

8 be held to prevent the governor's advisory board from causing- to be published at any time and 

9 in such form as they deem wise any portion or all of the report of any of .the subordinate de-

10 partments, boards, or officials of this state when it shall be deemed to be .of sufficient import-
. 

11 ,ance fram an educatianal point of view .or far thepurpase .of encouraging the develapment of 

• 
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12 any of the industries of Iowa, or for the purpose of public information. No reports shall here-

13 after be published by any department at the expense of the State ~f Iowa, except upon the order, 

14 of the governor's advisory board, as created by this act. Where the law provides for the filing 

1& of a report by any state department or official not enumerated in section one (1), two (2), or 

16 three (3) of this 'act, such report shall be presented in typewritten form to the governor's ad-

17 visory hoard created by this act and shall be edited and published by them in the same manner 

18 as provided herein for the reports of other subordinate departments; provided, however, if 
, , 

19 this legislature shall authorize employment of 'a document editor, such document editor' shall 

, 20 exercise the authority here granted the advisory board so far as Isame relates to editing, revis-

21 ing and publishing the reports herein referred to. 

Sec. 16. The present existing executive council shall continue in office until 12 0 'clock mid-

2 night of the 30th day of June, 1915, and at which time each and all of the powers, rights, and 
, , , 

3 duties of the said executive council shall pass to,' and become vested in the governor's ad-
, 

4 "visory board as created by this act, and wIDch board shall at that time assume each and every 
, , 

5 one of the rights duties, liabilities, powers, and functions which the law does now or which the 

6 ' law may at that time vest in the executive council of Iowa. The secretary of the executive 
, 

7 council shall become the secretary of the governor's advisory board, and in that capacity shall 
• • 

8 perform. such services as the board may require and shall receive thesamecompeilisation as 

9 . fixed by law at the present time. He shall continue in office during the pleasure of the board. 

Sec. 17. The g.overnor's advisory board shall have the power to appoint a secretary who 

2 . shall receive the salary now fixed by law for the secretary of the executive council and may 

3 appoint Isuch additional clerks an.d stenographers, as they shall deem necessary for the pur-
. 

. 4 pose of carrying' out the provisions of this act. The custodian ·of the capitol shall furnish to 
• 

5 them adequate and s'1litable quarters .. 
. 

. Sec. 18.' On or before the first day of September in each even, numbered year, each of the 
, 

2 subordinate departments, boards, or officials subject to the provisions of this act, shall submit to 
, , . . . 

. 

3 the superintendent at the head of that division or department, a complete financial statement 

4 which shall set forth, (a) the annual supp()rt of that department;. (b) any special appropria-
, 

5 tions; (c) total appropriations for that department; (d) total expenditures; (e) the balance un-
. 

6 expended; (f) the estimated needs for the coming biennial period, together with an explana-
. 

7 tion of the askingls and such othet details or information as the superintendent at the head of 
, 

. 8 that division or department shall require. 
i 

Sec. 19. On or before the first day of Nov.ember in each even numbered year the superinten-
, ' - . 

. 

2 dent of the department of social progTess, the superintendent of the department of industries 

, 3 and the superintendent of the department of public safety, shall each submit to the governor a 
. ' 

, .' 

,4 general financial statement covering aU the subotdiuatedepartments, boards and officials over 

, 

) 
'-, " 

. , 

. ' 

;, ' 
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'·5 which they have supervision and which shall, contain a general summary of all the information' 
. , 

6 disclosed by the separate financial statements Bubmittedto themby the heads of each of the sub- .' 
-' ,- -, -_. , , 

7,' ordinate departments, together with such other information as the governor may require, , 

. Sec, 20. ,On the day fixed by law for the governor to present to the' Gener~l Assembly his 

2 official melssage, he shall at the same time submit to the General Assembly a budget which 

, 3 shall' contain .in detail general information aud' in geueral' form his recommendations .to the 

.- -, 

• 
, '----, 

, 

4 leg'islature for appropriations for all the different departments and boards andstate officials, 
- ,- --

5 tog'ether with such explanations thereof and such details as he may deem it wise to publish. The 

6 governor shall not be required to read this but it shall be printed in the Journal as a part of 

7', his message, to the General A>ssembly and shall be ofiicially known as the budget .. 

'Sec. 21. Any committee of the General Assembly or of either Housethereof shall have. the '. 

2 rig'ht to call before it the superintendent of the department of socialprogress,the Isuperinten-
- ' --

, . 3 dent of the department of industries, or the superintendent of the department of public safety, 

4 who shall each of them furnish to such legislative committee. any and all information. or rec- ' 

5 ordswhich may be desired and whichit is possib'le for them to'furnish. '. ' 
, , . --

Sec. 22. The superintendent of the department of public safety is hereby madethehead of· ' 
- - - . , . 

2 the department of the registr,ation of motor vehicles and wherever in the law relating to the 

3. registration of motor vehicles any applications or repornsare required to be made to the sec-
. -, ,. ' - , 

.' . " - '. ,- - ,- " - - -

retary of state in relation thereto or any payments of fees to be madeto the secretary of state, 
- - - -', --

5 .01' any acts in relation therewith are required to be performed by the secretary of state, and 
- - ',- -',' '--

. - - _. ' ' ,- - _. - ". I ' , " -'. _ ' . _ ._ 

. 6 the same shall from and after. the passage of this, act be. held 10 refer and to mean the superm-" 

, 7 ' tendentof the department of public safety who shall hereafter assume all the rights, powers 

,8 ,and duties which the law may have conferred upon thelsecretary of state in relation to the 

9 registration of motor vehicles and the collecting of the feesforthe same and the keeping of all . 

. 10 records thereof. 1 
• 

. " 

Sec. 23. If any new department or sub-division ·of any existing department in the adminis-
- ", , -', " . . 

2 . tration of the business ·of the State of Iowa be hereafter created, and if Isuchdepartment o1's11b-
, " . , '-- -.-

. 3 division be not especially placed under someone ofthe three genera' supervising departments 

- i 
.- i 

• 

4 of state herein created,ihegovernor is hereby authorizedund it is made his duty to assign 

5'S11Ch new department or diviston tosome.oneof thedcnartmentshereby created, and when SO 

6 assigned all of the rights,powersancl duties of the superinte;l(Jent of such supervising depart-

7 ment shall extend and apply to the department or,sub-division soassignedw'ith the same force 
, - , ,- -- - , , ' -

8', and effect .as though especially soassig'ned by statute. 
, , , , 

Sec: 24. All acts and parts ofacls confiictinghel'ewith,are herebyrepealedins()far as the 
- ' - --, - , - , , -

, 2 same are in conflict with theprov]sioll.s hereof. 

Sec. 25. Thisact,being deemedofimmediate importailce, shallbein foreeand·effeet from 
, , . 

,2 and, after its. pUblication in the Register and Leader and thenes Moines Capital, newspapers 
" ' , " 

3 published at Des Moines,Iowa. 

, " ' 

, 
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