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SENATE FILE NO .. 324-BY KIMBALL .. RAILROADS .. 

FOR AN AOT TO PROVIDE FOR THE OONS'fRUOTION AND MAINTENANOEOF UNION 
. . , 

RAILWAY PASSENGER STATIONS .. 

BE I'!' ENAO'!'ED BY '!'HE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF '!'HE S'!'A'!'E OF IOWA: 

Section 1. That in each city of this state, having a population in excess of twenty .. five thou-
• 

. ' 

2 sand (25,000), the corporate limits of which city are entered by four or more separately 

3 owned steam lines of railway, the corporations, companies, persons and organizations owning or 
. . . 

4 operating such lines of steam railway, shall unite in constructing and maintaining an adequate, 

5 modern, union passenger station in some convenient and suitable place within such city, un .. 

6 less such railways are affirmatively relieved by the Board of Railroad Oommissioners from. 

7 the obligation to construct and maintain such union passenger station in the manner and for 
'. 

8' the reason hereinafter set forth .. 

, Sec. 2. Within three months .from the time when there shall be filed vvith the secretary of 

2 the Board of Railroad. Oommissioners, a duly certified copy of a resolution adopted by the 
• 

3. city council of any city in which, under the provisions of Section 1 of this act; a union passen .. 
'. 

4' ger station is to be constructed and maintained, requesting the construction and maintenance 
• 

• 

5 of such union passenger station, the corporations, companies, persons and organizations own .. 

6 ing and operating such lines of steam railway entering such city shall in good faith com .. 
" 

. 7 mence the construction of such union passenger station unless relieved from the obligation 

8 to construct and maintain one at all within such city as hereinafter provided . 
. 

9 The secretary of the Board of Railroad Oommissioners shall within ten days after the filing 

10 of such resolution with the secretary of the board of railroad commic,,' mers, furnish to each 
, 

'11 of the carriers liable to contribute to the cost and maintenance of such union station, a copy of 
, . 

'12 such resolution. 
. . 

. Sec. 3. Within twenty days aftBr the receipt of a copy of such resolution from the secretary 
. ' . 

2 of the Board of RailroadOommissioners, asking the construction and maintenance of such 

union passenger stltion, the several corporations, companies, persons and orgainzations own .. 
J . 

4 ,ing or operating the lines of steam railway entering such city may unite in and file with the 

5 Board of Railroad Oommissionersan application for an order of such board to relieve them 

6 from' the obligation to construct and maintain such union passenger station, on the ground 
. , 

7 that there is no real necessity for such union passenger station in that city, and the Board of 

• 
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• 
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8 Railroad Commissioners' shall forthwith notify the clerk of such city, in writing, of the filing 

9 of such p"ltition by the carriers and the Board of Railroad Commissioners shall, as speedily as 

10 possible, give a public hearing upon such petition in the city in question, and shall make a 
• 

11 personal investigation of the physical: situa tion in such city and of all facts and circumstances 

12 bearing upon the question' of the necessity fOl' such union passenger station and s·hall within 
• • • 

13 three months thereafter enter their finding as to the necessity for such union passenger station . . 
• • 

. 
14 in such city, and forthwith notify.all parties and either party aggrieved by t.he finding of the' 

15 Board of Railroad Commissioners, on that question, shall have a right of appeal to the district. 

16 court of the county in which the city is situated, in the same manner and within the same time 

17 as hereinafter provided for appeals from orders of the Board of Railroad Commissioners, and 

18 in the court there shall be a hearing anew on the question of necessity for such union station . 
• 

19' The finding of the board on that question shall be final and binding unless appealed from. If. 
. " . 

20' there is a finding of lack of necessity not appealed from or finally affirmed in the courts, an-

21 other application by the same city shall not be filed within two years from the filing Of the pre-

22 ceding one. If the. appeal is taken by the city the notice of appeal may be served on one agent 

23 of each of the railways entering the city and filed with the secretary of the Board of Railroad 

24 Commissione.rs.· The failure of the railway companies to file within the time limited,' an ap-

25 plication for relief from the obligation to construct such union passenger station, shall be 
. 

26' deemed a waiver of all rights to be relieved therefrom . 
• 

Sec. 4. The plaits and dimensions of the union depot to be constructed and the site within' 

2 the city upon which such depot shall be constructed and maintained shall be 'submitted to 
, . 

3' the Bbard of Railroad Commissioners for approval and such board shall enter of record an 
• •• , - . ' 

. 

4 order in accordance with its findings eithel; approving the plans, dimensions and location as· 

5 submitted or changing and modifying any or all as in the judgment of a majority of the com-

6 mission the necessities of the case require and shall forthwith furnish to each party a copy of 

7 the order entered and as to plans, dimensions and location, the depot shall be built to conform . . . 

. 8 to the orders of the railway commission. 

Sec. 5 .. If the several railway corporations, companies, persons or organizations owning 

2 or opreating the several lines of steam railway entering .such city are unable to agree on site, 
. 

3 size or plans. for such union depot or the proportions in' which they shall pay the cost of. 
• • • 

4 construction and maintenance of such union depot, then the Board of Railroad Commissioners 

5 . of the state shall determine each and all of said matters on which the several parties are un" . 

6 able to agree and shall enter its determination of record and furnish to each party a copy of 

7 such order and by such order each shall be bound subject to the right of appeal hereinafter 
, 

8 provided. 
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. Sec. 6. If, after the construction of such union depot, it is made to appear that there shall 
. 

2 be a change in the proportions which each party s'hould pay toward the cost of operation and 
, 

. 

,3 maintenance of such union depot or station and the several parties are unable to agree there-

4 on, the Board of .Railroad OomI)1issioners may, after hearing' for thatpurpose,enter an order 
, , 

, . 5 determining such matters and shall not be bound by a former order on that matter, if in their 
• 

·6 judgment, the conditions then existing demand a different order. 

Sec. 7. Each of such railway corporations, companies, persons or organizations owning or 

2· operating a line of steam railway into such city, shall" so construct its lines and, opera,te its 
-

. 3 trains as to run all of its passenger trains entering that. city to such union depot and all pas-

4 . senger trains shall stop at such union depot. 

Sec. 8. Any cOl'poration, company, person' or organization aggrieved by an order of the 
• 

, 

2 Railroad Oommissioners entered under the provisions of this law may appeal from such order 
. ' 

3· to the district court of the county in which the city is situated in which the union depot is io 

4 be built by serving a written notice of appeal on the secretary of the Board of Railroad Oom

. 5 missioners and on the mayor or clerk of the city, within ten days after the receipt of a copy 

6 of the order, and within ten days after the 'appeal is taken, the appellant shall file in the office, , 

7, . of the clerk of the district court, in which the city is situated an appropriate petition setting 
. 

8 forth the order complained of and such other matters as may be material to the inquiry. All 
, 

.9 allegations of the petition shall be deemed denied as a matter of law and no pleading' thereto 

10 shall' be necessary but any party or intervenor. may file pleadings therein .. ~he railway com-
, , . 

• 

11 pany or companies shall be plaintiff in the action a.nd the Board of Railroad Oommissioners . 
. . . 

12· and the city shall be defendants. ~he commerce couuselshall appear fOl' the Board of Rail-

13 road Oommissioners and the city attorney i3hall appear for the city. :Any citizen or number . . . 

. 

14 of citizens of the city may intervene in the action and join in asking the enforcement of the 
• . ------

. 15 order or may ask for any appropriate order looking to the proper location, construction or 
, 

16 maintenance of such union depot .. ~he provisions of this section shall not deprive the city 

17 of a right to appeal from a finding as to the necessity for a union station.· 

Sec. 9. The failure on the part of any party to give notice of appeal or to file its petition. 

2 within the time above limited shall be deemed a waiver by that party of any right to complain 

3 of such order. The order entered by the Board of Railroad Oommissioners shall in the first 
, 

4 instance be deemed correct and the burden of showing. the injustice or incorrectness of the 

5 order shall in every case be on the appellant: 
. 

. Sec. 10. Every case carried to the ,dis,trict court by appeal, or originally begun there, shall·, 

2 be tried in the district courtasan equity action andif taken there by appeal shall be tried. 

3 de novo, and shall stand for trial at the next succeeding term of. such district court. after 
, , 

4 the appeal is taken or the case begun. The appearance term for all such actions shall be the 

• 

, 

• 
• 

, , 
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5 trial term, and in the matter of time for trial the court shall g'ive such cases precedence over 

6 all other ordinary business. 

Sec. 11. Any and all orders made by the. Board of Railroad Oommissioners under this 

2 law shall be. enforced by the district court and ,either the Board of Railroad Oommissioners, 

3 the interested city or any citizen or number of citizens, of the city, may :file in the dis,trict 
. 

4 court of the county in which the city is situated a petition asking an order of such court com-
.' -".' ,--,_,_,_" -

, 
5 manding compliance with the order of the Board of Railroad Oommissioners .. 

Sec. 12. In all cases in which the railroad commissioners file applicatiqns to be r·elieved· 

2 from building such union station, as soon as the obligation to build such nnion passenger' 
. 

3 statiou in any city becomes fixed and determined either.by a finding of necessity by the Board 

:. 4 of Railroad Oommi ssioners not appealed from or by final judgment of a court finding the ne-

. ", 
I , 
, 
I , 

\ 

\ , , 

. . 

5 cessity for the' union' .station exists, such railway companies shall proceed with all reasonable 

6 speed to the construction and completion and use of same as a union passenger station, and 

7 if they fail so to do, within the time fued in any city entitled under any provisions of this' act 
. 

8 to have a union station built therein, then either the Board of Railroad Oommi ssioners, . the 

9 city in which such nnion station is' to be Iocated or any citizen or number of citizens of such 
. 

10 city may file a petition in equity in the district court of the county in which the city is situ-
. 

11 ated askng an order of court to enforce compliance with the law ..• The several corporations, 

12 companies, persons and organizations owning or operating the several lines of railway enter-
. 

13 ing such city or town shall be made defendants. 

Sec; 13. In all counties where the district court is held at more than one place all actions and· 
. 

2 appeals shall be filed in that court having jurisdiction over the territory in which the city in 

3 question is located .. 

Sec. 14. This act shall not take away from the Board of Railroad Oommissioners any pow-

2 er or authority which it already has, but the powers and authority given in tpis act shall be 

3 in addition to those heretofore given. 

, Sec; 15. If the several railways. fail, negl,ect or refuse to comply with the requirements of 

2 this act, as to any city, in which, under the provisions of this law, they are required to con-
. .. 

3 struct and maintain a union passenger station, each company shall forfeit fifty dollars 

4 ($50.00) for each day it fails, neglects or refuses· t'O comply with. the law after the obligation 
. 

5 to construct a union passenger station becomes. fixed under the provisions of 'this act,such 

6 penalty to be collected by suit in any court of competent jurisdiction.' 
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