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SENATE FILE NO. 270-BY ENGER. PUBLIC HEALTH. 
, 

, 

- ~' -' 

FOR AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE IMMEDIATE REGISTRATION OF ALL BIRTHS 

AND DEATHS THROUGHOUT THE STATE OF, IOWA BY MEANS OF CERTIFICATES 
, ' 

- , . OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS, AND BURIAL OR REMOVAL PERMITS; TO REQUIRE· 
, 

, 

PROMPT RETURNS TO THE BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS AT THE CAPITAL OF 

THE S'['ATE, AS REQUIRED TO BE ESTABLISHED BY THE STATE REGISTRAR OF 
, . - - "-

. VITAL STATISTICS ;TO INSURE THOROUGH ORGANIZATION AND EFFICIENCY 

.. OF THE REGISTRATION OF VITALSTATISTICS THROUGHOUT THE. STATE; TO 

. PROVIDE CERTAIN PENALTIES; TO REPEAL' ALL ACTS AND PARTS OF ACTS 

. TN CONFLICT HEREWITH, AND TO APPROPRIATE FIFTEEN THOUSAND DOL-

LARS ($15,000.00) THEREFOR. 

BE IT ENAOTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMRLY, OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. That the secretary of the state board of health shall be the state registrar of ' 
, , '" ' . 

. 2 vital 'statistics and s,hallhave charge of the registration of births and' deaths; shall prepare., 
, 

3 the necessary instrnctions, forms and blanks for obtaining and preserving such records and 
, 

4 shallpro~ure the faithful registration of the same in each primary registration district as 

5 constituted in section three (3) of this act, and in the centraI.bureau of vital statistics at the 

6 ·.,capital of the state. The, state registrar shall be charged with the uniform and thorough en-

7 forcement of the law throughout the state, and shall from time to time recommend ,any 'addi

S, tiona I legislation that may be necessaryfor this purpose. 
, 

Sec. 2. That the state registraT shall pTov:de for such cleTical and other assistants as may be 
, 

2 necessary for· the purpose of this act, who shall serve during the pleasure of the state Tegis-

3 tra:r, and may fix the compensation of persons thus employed within the amount appropriated 

4 . therefor by the legislature. Suita ble apartm~mts shall be provided by the executive council for 

5, the, bureau of vital statistics in the state capitol at Des Moines, which shall be properly equip-

6 ped with fireproof vault and filing cases for the permanent and safe preservation of all official 

7 records ma de and returned under this act. • 

Sec. 3. That for the purpose of this act the stitteshall be divided into registration districts 

. 2 'as follows: Each city, incorporated town, and to,vnship shall constitute a primary registration 

3 'district; provided, that the state registrar may combine two or more prilllary registration dis-

4 . tricts when necessary to facilitate registration. 
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Sec. 4. That within nmety days after the taking effect of this act, or as soon thereaft.eras . 
• 

2 possible, the state registrar shall appoint a' local registrar of vital statistics for each registra' 

3 . tion district in the state. The term of office of each iocal. registrar so appointed shall be four 

4 years, and until his successor has been appointed and has qualified . 
• • 

. . 
5 Any local registrar who, in the judg11lentof thestaieregistrar, 

- - - , 
fails ornegleces to dis-' 

'6 charge. efficiently the duties of his office as laid down in this act"· or to make prompt and COID-
• • 

7 'plete return of births and deaths as required thereby, shallbeforthwithremoved by the state 
.. ' 

8 . registrar, and such other penalties milY be imposed as are provided under section twenty~two 

'9 • (22) of this act. , 
• 

10 Each local registrar shall, immediately upon his acceptance of appointment as such, appoint· 
. . 

11 . a cleputy, whose duty it shall be toact in his stead in case of absence of disability ; '. and such 
• 

12 . deputy' shall in writing accept such appointment, and be' subject to all rules and r~gulations 

13 governing local registrars. And when'it appears necessary for the convenience of the people. 
- , ,- - ',-

. . 14 in any rural district, the local registrar is hereby anthorized, wiihtheapproval of the state . 
, ' - - ' -, . . 

• 

15 registrar, to appoint one or more suitable persons to~ctassub-registrars, who shall be 

·16 . authorized to receive certificates and to issue burial or removal permits in and for 811ch por-

17 . tions of the district as may be designated; and each sub-.registrar shall. note, on each certifi- . 
- - - , -

.18 cate,over his signature, the da teof filing, and shall forward .allcertifioates to the local regis-

• 

• 

19 t1'ar oUhe district within ten (10) days, and in all cases beforethethb:d (3d) dayofthe follbw- '. 
o 

20 ing month;. provided, that all sub-registrars shall be subject tofhe supervision and control 
, - -, - '. - -,- -, 

. . . ,-, - " - ,-'. . 
21 '. of the state registrar, and may be by him removed for neglect or failure to perform thClr 

• 

22 . dutiesin accordance with the provisions of this actor the rules and regUlations of the state 
'. . 

23 . registrar ,and they shall be 

24· ;strar .. 

subject to the same penalties for neglect 01 duty as the local reg-
o _ _ _ , 

Sec. 5. That the body of any person whosedeathoccursinthe state or which shall be found' 
".' . -

· 2· dead therein, sha11 not be interred, . deposited in a vault or tomb,crematedor 'other~se dis.- . 

· 3 . posed of, or .removed from or into any registration district or be temporarily held pending fur-
• 

·'.4 ther disposition more than seventy-two (72) hours after death, until a permit for .burial, re-
o • • 

• 
• 

5 moval, or other disposition thereof shall have been properly issued by thelocalregistrarof 

· 6 the registration. district in which the death occur;r~d orthebodywas found. And no such bur-
- - " - '. -

7 ial or removal permit shall be issued by any registrar until.a complete and satisfactorycer-

8 tificateofdeathhas been filed with him as hereinafter provided;provided,that when a dead ' ... 
- -. _ _ - , , '. _ f' 

9'.' bodyistransported into a registration district in Iowa for burial, the transit and removal per- ' . 
• 

'10 'mit,is.sued in accordance with the law andhealthregulatiorisofihe. place where the •. death 
- -, - - ' 

11 oCCl1rred, shall be accepted by the local registrar of the districtjnto whichthebody has.been 
• 

·12 . transported for. burial or other disposition, asa basis upon which he may issue a localburial . '. - - -. ' 
• 
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13 ··permit;heshallnoteupon.thefaceof the burial permit the fact that it was a body shipped in· 

14 for interment, and give the actual place of death; and no local registrar shall receive any fee 

15 . for· the issuance ·ofburial. or removal.permits.under this . act other than the compensation pro-
, " ,,', -' -' - - - ,,- ,',' ,~ , 

16 vided in section twenty (20).' But aburial permit shall not be required from the . local regis-

17 ·trar ofth~ district in which interment is !llade, when a body is removedfroIIl one dlstrict in 

18 Iowa to another in the state, for purpose of burial or other disposition, . either by' common 
. . 

• 

· .. 19 . carrier,hearse or .other common carrier .. • . . 
. . 

Sec. 6. That a stillborn child shall be registered as a birth and also asa death, and a cer-
- ,-' ' 

• 
2 . tificate .of both the birth and death shall be filed with the local registrar, in the usual forIIland 

• 3 manner, the certificate .of 'birthtocontain, in.place of the name .of thechild,the word "still-
- @" - . ' - - , 

4. -birth" ; provided, that a certificate of hirth. and a certificate of· death shall not be r;quired for 

·.5 .. a child that has not advanced to the fifth month ofuterogest::ttion. The!lledical certificate of . 
- -- -' . - - , ' 

6 . the .cause· oLdeath shall be signed .1iy the attending physician, ifany, and shall siatethecause . 
- -- ,,----

• 

· 7. of death as"stillborn", with the cause of the. stillbirth,if known,whether a premature birth, 
- '--' -- " , 

8 and,ifbornprematnrely,the period of u"tergoestation,in months,if known; and a burial or 

9 removal permit of the prescribed form shall be required. Midwives shall not.' signcertifi-
• 

10 catesoFdeath for stillborn children; but such cases, and.stillbirthsoccnrring without at-
, ," -, -., , 

11 tendance of either physician Dr midwife, shall be treated as deaths without medical attend--. ' , . ,-

• 
12 ance, aspTovidcid for' in sectioncight (8) of this act •. 

Sec. 7 ... That the. certificate of death shall beofa, DnitedStates standardfonn, as approved 
. - - -

- - -, --'-, - , - , " 

'·2 by the bureau of the· census,.and shall contain thefoUowing items, .whichare hereby declared 
, ' . - '-, - -- ,- " ',' , 

- - .-

3 necessary for the le.gal, social and. sanitary purposes subserved by registration records : . 
-. - ' , . , --,' - - -

4 .(1) Placeofdeath,including state, county township, or incorporated town or city .. If in.a 

· 5. city, the ward, streetand.house. numbe.r;ifina hospital or other institution, the name of the 
" -' - - - -' ',-,' - - - ,,' ' -, 

6. S81neto be given instead of the streefand house number. If in an industrial camp, the na.me 
, . , . ' • . . 

. 70flhe camp to be given ... . . . 

.8 (2) Full name of. decedent . If.an unnamed child, ihesurname preceded by "Unnamed". . . .. "- -

(3 ) Sex. .' .' . .9 

.. 10 •. .( 4) 00101' or race,· as white, black, mulatto (Dr other negro descent), Indian, Ohines~, Japa-' 
-. " 

11 nese, or other. • • 
- -, . 

, . -.-

• 

12 (5) Oonjugal condition, assingl,", married,widowedor divorced. 
• 

13 ·(6) Date of birth, including the. year, month and day ... 
- . -, ' ." ' - , 

14. (7) . Age, in .years, months and days .•. If less than one day, the hours orminutes . 

15 (8) Occupation .. The occupation to be reported of any persOn, male or female, who had' 
. , 

16 ·a,l1Y Temuner.ative employnient, stating (a) trade, profession or pa rticillar. kind of work ;. (b) 
, ' ,- - , 

17 • general natureofindnstry,busine.ssorestablislmientiu which employed . ( or employer). 
• . . 

- , '" 

, 

• · . 
• 



, 
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-
18 ,(9) Birthplace ; 'at least state or foreign cOllnty, if known. 

, 19 (10) Name of father. 
, , 

,20 '(11) Bil'thplace of father; at least state 'or foreign country, if known. 
, 

21 (12) Maiden name of mother. , ' 

22 ,(13) Birthplace of mother; at least.state or foreign country, if known., 

23 (14) Signature and, address of informant. 
, 

, , 

24 (15) Official signature of registrar, With the date when certificate wasfiled,and registered" ' 

25 number. 

26 (16) Date of death, year, month, and day. 

27' (17) Certifica.tion as to medical attenda.nce on decedent, fact and time of death, time last 
-0 

28 seenalive, and the cause of death, with (Jontributory (secondary) cause or complication, if any, 

29 and duration of each, and whether attributed to dangerous or unsanitary conditions of em-
, , 

30, ployment; signatUl'c and address Of physician or official making the medical certificate. 

'31 ", (18i Length of residence (for inmates of hospitals and other institutions; transients, or re

'32 cent residents) at place of death and in the state, together with the place where disease was 

33 .contracted, if not at place of death, and former or usual residence. ' 
, 

34 (19) ,Place of burial or removal; date of burial. 

35 , (20) Signature and address of undertaker or person acting as such. , ' . '. ~ 
• 

36 The personal and statistical parti(Julars (items 1 to 13, inclusive)sh'allbe authenticated by tpe 
, , 

37 ' signa ture of the informant, who may be any competent person acquainted with the facts. 

88 The statement of facts relating to the disposition of the body shall be signed' by the under-
, " 

'39 taker or the person acting as such.' 

, 40 ' The medical certificate shall be made and signed by the physician, if any, lilElt in attendance 
- . - , 

41 on the deceased, who shall.specify the time in attendance, the time he last saw the deceased 

42 alive, and the hour of the day at which death occurred. And he shall further state the cause 

43 ' of death, so as to show the course of disease or sequence of causes resulting in the death, giving 

44 first the name of the disease causillg death (primary, cause), and the conti-ibutory (secondary 

45 cause), if any, and the, duration of each. Indefinite and unsatisfactory terms, denoting only' 

46 symptoms of, disease or conditions resulting from disease, will not be held sufficient for issu-
, 

47ance of a bUl'ial or removal permit; and any certificate containing only such terms, as defined 
, 

48 by the state reg'istrar, shall be returned to the physician or official making the medical certifi-

49 'cate for correction and more definite statement. ' Causes of ,death which may be the result of 

50 either disease or violence shall be carefully defined; and if from violence,the means of injury 

51 shall be stated,and whether (probably) accidental, suicidal, or homicidal. And for deaths in 

52 ' hospitals,institutions, or of non-residents, the physician shall snpply the information required 

, 
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53 under this hea~ (item 1S), if he is able to do so, and may state wh,ere, inhis opinion, the d~s-
-" - -., ' - . - .,. ." - ',-'" - - . . - -, - ' ' , 

54 ease was contracted. 

Sec. S .. That in case of any· death occurring withovt medical attendance, it shall be the. duty 
, - -. - . - - -, '.' . , , -' - - ' , - - , . 

. 

2 of the undertaker to notify the local registrar of sU<ih death, and when so notified the registrar. . . . .. - . - , - , ' , . - - -. - . ' - , - - -," - -

3 shall, prior to the issuance of the permit, inform the local health officer and refer the case to . - , ," - . - .. ". ' - " - -, -. - ., -

. 

4 him for immediate investigation and certifica tion;provided, that when the local health officer . , - - '., - " - ," - - -, ,,' - .' - - _. -,' ".,.' , '-
. 

5 is not a physician, or when there is no such official, . and in such cases only, the registrar is 
, -, .--.. - '. - ", .. -, _." '. -" - . - . " 

6 authorized to make the certificateandreturl,l. from the statement of relatives or other persons 
, .' - "", ,'" .. - -. - - '.. . ',.,' -_., - -,"-' . 

-• , . 
. .7 having adequate knowledge of the facts; provided, fUl~ther, that if the registrar has reason to 

S believe that the death may have been due to unlawful act or neglect, he shall then ,efer tl1e . 
, - -' .. " .-

9. case to the coroner or. othF prOper officer for, his investigation and certification ... ' And the 
I . 

10 coroner ;01- other proper officer whose dutyit is to hold an inquest on the body of any deceased '. . _. -' - .' - .. - ','" ", ,,' , . 
. . 

11 person, an\,! to make the.ce,tificateof death required for a burial permit, shall state in ,his eer-

• 

, , - ,-- . ,,-,! , - _. '."'" - . , , ,. - -, " ,.,' - , , • . .' . } 

12 .. , tificate the. name. of the disease causing death, or if fromexiernal causes, (1) .the me.ans of' 
.' , 'lI"'" """ '- ",.- .' "_ "., "- "", ",.", ;, .- , .. , , 

. 

13,.' death; and .. (2) whether .(probal:)ly) .acciilental, :suicidal, or.homi.cidal;. andshall,in.eitl:re.r ,ca~~, 
, .. ' ., ,,," -, ' 

14 furnish such information as lTIay be required by the· state. regisirartn' or\,!er, tp .. ql,!s~i,fy tJw . , 
. . 

15 .. death., .. .. .... ., ..... , _. -
' .. , ,,, ""'-""- -. ,.' , . "'" '--" ",')'--, - , __ .• •. - _., _. - • ", I, ,', _ " •.• 

'. ' . .Bec, 9 ... That the undertaker, or person acting as undertaker, sh.allobiain auf" pIe the,cil,rtifi,- . 
- " , ' 

2 cate of death with .the .local.registrarof the district inwhichthedea,th.occ)lu.e<;l, \ludio.r S{)-
. . 

.. 
:3 curinga.burial orremovalpermit, prior to any disposition of the body .. He. shall :ob.tain tl:w 

4. required personal and statistical particulars from th.e. persollhest qualified to . S'llPPlY, thew, 
- ' -' , . 

5. ovel: the signature .and address of his informant .. He sha~l then present tl1ecertificatetQ the 

. 6 attending physician, if any, or to the health officer or coroner, asdirecte.d bythelocal ,egis-
, ",- . - . 

7 irar,for the medical certificate of the cause of death and other particulars'lecessaryJo.com 

S pletethe record, as:specified in sections sev.en (7) and eight(S), ·.i\.nd he sha,ll.then state the 

. 9 . facts . required relative .to the dat~andplace of burial or removal, over his signatllre (md .with . ' - , . 

10 his address, .and present the completed certificate to the lqcal registrar in ordel~ t9 obtain a 
• 

; 11 permit for burial, remova.l or other disposition of the body. 1:'he undertal,:ershall deliver the 
,_ " - .. ,,', _, I •• ". "', 

, 

--- " ' 

, '-, · . 

• 
• 
• 

"---

12 . burial.permii .to the person incharge'of the. place .of burial,beforeil,lterring.o, ,o,therwise 
, . - " -' . ,. --

13 disposing of the body; or shall attach the removal permit to the box containing :the. -corpse, 
. - ., " - - '.' _. --

1Lwhen shipped by any transportation company; said per1l1it toaccompanytJ:te corpse to its des-
• ,-' - " • • ,- ., <, • • ' - , . . 

. 15 

16. 

, . , ",. - - ,'-
- "'.'" , 

tination, where; if within the State of Iowa, it shall be delivered to thepel's/'lBiii,jn.c;h~£geoI . 
""-'--

the place of burial. .. 
-'.,' ". 

,- ,-~.~, -

• 
" " 

.' . . , --,:", ,.-"~ 
",. - "",,, 

17;- E,very person; iirlIiorcorporationsel;in~ acasl}:et sha).l keep a recoril show,-i:p.g .,tl\e'tP.l!le ef 

. 1:8, .fhepurchaser; .purchaser'sp:Ostofl'ice address, na1l1e ·of . decease(l, ,date . and plaCe. pf. !le.ath of 
, , _ _ ,. "' .. _ __ " - ' '', _ ,', "", __ , .... " • .1., __ "_,,._, ','_ 

" '. '-" ", . j 

19 deceased,' 'which record shall he 
. 

open to inspection of the state registrar at all. times. On the . 
. , 
• 

• , " 

. . 

- " , 

, 
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20 first day of each month the person, firm or corporation, sellingeaskets shall report to the state 
• 

. 21 registrar each sale for the preceding month, on a blank provided for that pupose; provided, 

22 however, no person, firm or corporation selling caskets only to dealers or undertakers shall be 
• • 

. 

23 required to keep such record, nor shall snch reports be required from undertakers ,,,hen they 

24 have direct charge of the disposition of a dead body. 

25 Every person, firm or corporation selling a casket at retail, and not having charge of the 

26 . disposition of the body, shall inclose :within the casket a notice furnished by the state regis-
• 

27 trar calling attention to the requirements of the law, and a blank certificate of death, and the 
• 

28 rules and regulations of the state board of hea'th concerning the burial or other disposition 

29 . of a dead body . 
• 

. Sec. 10. That if the interment, or other disposition of the body is to be made within the 
. 
2 . state, the wording of the burial or removal permit may be limited to a statement by the regis, 

3 . trar, and over his signature, that. a satisfactory certifica'te. of death having been filed with 

4 . him, as required by law, permission is granted to inter, remove, or dispose otherwise of the 

[j . body, stating the name, age, sex, cause of death, and other necessary det.ails upon the form 

G' prescribed by the state registrar. 
'. 

Sec. 11. That no person in charge of any premises on which interments are made shall in~ 

2 tel' or permit the interment or other dIsposition of any body unless it is accompanied bya 

3 burial, removal or transit permit, as herein provided. And such person. shall indorse upon the 

4 permit the date of interment, over his signature, and shall return all permits so indorsed to 

5 the local registrar of his district within. ten (10) days from the date of interment, or within the 

6 time fixed by the local board of health. He shall keep a record of all bodies interred or othe).'-
. 

7 wise disposed of on the premises under his charge, in e.ach case stating the name of el).ch de-

8 ceased person, p'ace of death, date of· burial or disposal, and name and address of the under-

9 taker; which record shall at all times be open to official inspection; provided, that undedake.rs 
. . 

10 or persons acting as such, when burying a body in a cemetery or burial ground having no pe).'-

. 11 son in charge, shall sign the burial or removal permit, giving the date of burial, and shaU 

12 write across the face of the permit the words "No person in charge, ,.' and file the hurial or • 

. 

13 removal permit within ten .(10) days with the registrar of the district in which the cemetery 

14 is located. 

Sec. 12. That the birth of each and every chi~d born ·in the state Shall l:\e regif\tered as )1e1'e-

2 inafter provided. 

Sec. 13: That within ten (10) days after the date of each birth there shall be filed with the 

2 local registrar of the district in which the birth occurred a .wdificate of such birth, which 

3 certificate shall be upon the form adopted .by the state registrar with a view to procuring a 
• 

• 

, , 
". j 

------ -- - - ",. 

• • , 
• 
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4 full anu accurate report with respect to each item of ,information enumerated in section four·· 

, 5tecn (14) of this act . 

6 In such case where a physician, midwife, or person acting as midwife, in attendance upon the 
, ' 

, ' 

7 birth, it shall be the duty of the father or mother of the ,child, the householder, or owner of the 

premises where the birth occurred, or the manager or superintendent of the public or private 

9' institution where the birth occurred, each in the order named, within ten (10) days after the 

10 date of each birth, to report to the local registrar the fact of such birth. ' In such case and in 

11 'each case the physician, midwife, or person acting as midwife, in attendance upon a birth is 

12 unable, by diligent inquiry, to obtain any item or items of information contemplated in section 

13 fourteen (14) of this act, it shall then be the duty of the local registrar to secure from the 
• • 

14 person so reporting, or from any other person having the required knowledg'e, such informa- ' 

15 tion as will enfrble him to prepare the certificate of birth herein contemplated, and it shall be.' 

16 the duty of the person reporting the birth or who may be interrogated in relation thereto to 
• 

17, answer correctly and to ,the best of his knowledge all questions put to him by the local regis-
• 

18, trar which maybe calculated to elicit any information needed to make a complete record of 
- - - -

• 

19 the birth as contemplated by said section fourteen (14), and it shall be the duty of the infor-
, ' , 

• 

20 mant as to' any statement made in accordance herewith to verify such statement by his signa-
• 

21,' ture, when requested to do so by the local registrar. 

Sec. 14. That the, certificate of birth shall be of the United States standard form, as ap

·2 proved by the bureau of the census, and shall contain, the following items,which are her"by 
• 

, 

3 declared necessary for the legal, social and sanitary use of registration records: 
• 

,4 (1) Place of birth, including state, county, township or incorporated town, or city. If in 

5 a city, the, ward, street, and the house number; if in a hospital or otherinstitution, the name, 
, 

6 " of the same to be given,insteadof the street and house number. 
, " 

, 

.7 (2) , :I<'ull name of child. If the child dieS' without it name, before the certificate is, filed, 

8 enter the words "died unnamed.'.' If the living child has not yet been named at the date of,' 
• 

, 

9 filing certificate of birth, the space for "full name of child" is to be left blank, to be filled 
, -, -

10' ' out subsequently by a supplemental report, as hereinafter provided. 

Sex of child. , 

• 

11 

12 

(3) 

(4) Whether a twin, triplet, or other plural birth. A separate certificate shall be required 

,13 for each child in case of plural births., 

14 

15 

16 

17 

(5) For plural births, number of each child in order of birth., 

(6) Whether legitimate or illegitimate.' 

(7) Date of birth, including the year, month, and day. 
, 

(8) Full name oUather; provided, that if the child is illegitimate, 

• 

, 

.. 
the name ofihe puta-

- .' ' 

18 ' Hve father shall hot be entered withouihis consent, but the other particulars relating to the 

, - - -' . 
• _. - ' 

• 

• 

, ,,' 

, 

• 



· .. 

'" ........... --"'"' 

, , 

" . ' 
, " 

. - ' -

, ...-

, 

, " 

, - . , 

19.putative father (items 9to 13 inclusive) may be entered if known, otherwise as "Unkno.wn," 
, _ .. ;.,"'" ,- ___ ,'. _ ._'". __ .. ' '_'_ , __ "', __ ,~ .. ,,:·c. _____ , ",_ .. ,. ' ... ' ",,_, .. ,'" _:" " 

, 20 ' , (9) , Residence of father, :, ' -

21 , , . 
, . -, . 

• 

22 

" 23 

• . 

(10)Oolor of father, 
-. ,.:'-.> ,'--. ".,-

'. ' 

.' . .. , . 
• 

(11) " 
,,' '" . 

Age of father at last birthday; in years. . 
- , .', - ,j , 

Birthplace of father; at least state o.r fO,reign country, if known .. 
'" , 

. , 

24 
'-- . ,"- ' 

(12) 

.' .(13) Occupation of father .. The occupation to be reported if engaged in any remunerative 
. -' , - - -- , _. - , ,. , -

"employment,stating (a) trade, profEtssion, or particular kind of work; (b) general nature o.f 

.26indllstry, business,or establishme~:in Whiche~;loyed (or employer). , ", ." ' 

25 

.----'-'- ," , - ',',',',,'-', .'., .,- --. " , 

27 (14) Maiden name of mother.' 
-,-' ,- '-,' 

28. ,(15) 
-- - - -, 
• 

Residence of mother. . -' , ' 
• 

-., -" 

29.' '. (16) Color or race of mother. -.. ,
, - --- .,' -, . . 

30 . . (17) 
.-",' .-.. -. , 

I 

Age oflllother at last birthday, in years, . . ' .. --. _. ,- . -' - - . "., .. ,,-. -- ._-

'- -. -

"---~"- " . -, ":' 

- , . " 

'- . ',-

., ....•.. ,' >,. --' 

. . ' , , - - - . 
, .,-.// , -

31."':({8) Birthplace of mother; at least, state or foreign country,. if known. ,--,_.".;,--, ... -".",.< ,_ •. - -'-" ,'- . " .. , -, .. , -, ... , ..... ," - -"., -- - -' -'. '-' 
-----;_.<>:.,;~:.;,;,:-;: "'," - .- , - . - - -

• 

•• ,'C,_.' 

3,~.i.;.,(,19) .' Clc?l.\p~tion ,of .. n;t0th.e:r .. The})cc~lpl!-tiollto ber~p()rtedif engaged in any remullcraLivc 

.' .....• 3(e~PlOy~()'\t, stating (a) trade, profession,ouarti9ulI11~ kind qf 'I'o;rk;(b) generftlnature 01 
,'- -,-,'."'/ 

.' ','" -"-';'-" -

;.::l~ , industry, business, or estll,blishm~~tin which employed (0l"81nployer). . ... 
~ '-,-'-/ 
:~ -~--,> 

35 ' (20) Nu;nber of children born to this mother,including present birth .. 
",,"'-",:-',':""-,,'--' -","'.'- -"',." -----.' .. ,- .",":--

. ' . . . 

• 

36 '(21) Number of children of this mother living ... 
- - -. ,- '." - - , .-

. ' 

37.' ,'. (22) The certification of attending physician or midwife as to attendance atbirth,'inc]ud-
"""'-" .... '. '.- ,- - -,--""'" ". -"" '"" 

. . 

38 .i;ng statement of year,month, day (as given in, item 7), and houi' of birth,andwhethel' th,e - .,'- - '- _. ,- - .,' ," - .... - - , 

... This certificatiton shall be signed by the attending physi-
,-' """.'" ',- .. -

39 child was' born alive or stillborn. 

40, cian or midwife, with date of signature and address; if there is no physician or midwife in. at-
.""""""",.,.:. '. ,,' ---",.'-"""."'-.'--' -'.-" "'-,,---' 

• 

. . 

',-.' 

-.)( 

, ',> 41' tendance, then by the father or mother' of the child, householder" owner of the premises" or 
- - . --.- , . ,. -, -- " . , _ .. - - . - - . - . . ,. - '. ' , , -, - "-', _. , 

, 
, , 

• 
• , 
• 

, , 
• 

, 

. -.-

- -, -

42 man~g~r or superintendent of public or private institution where the birth occurred, or other . 
, '.'- '. - . --- '. ,,- -' - -.' -,' -,' ,- .. ' . - .. - -

43 competent person, whose duty. it shall be to notify the local registrar of such birth, as required 
""-'-"--" .. - .. ,,:,.-.- .. - ",-",,-....... - .. -. " .. 

. 

44 .by section 13 of this act. 
"'-',,' .-" "'" "',. -'-- .. - -

,,:_~-,->f,_. -, - ,'-. ,','. 
, . .-1,"'(. ' _, 

(23) ]<]~'},\it'tdate. of filing in office of locall'egistrar, a,ttestedbyhis official' signature, alld .. 

. , , 

45 
, -, ' , 

. 

46. registered nuniber of birth, as hereinafter provided.· . " ' . 
.. - '- ",'- ",'-:---,'-,. '. . , . -

- - . -

Sec. 15. ,That when any certificate of birth of a living child is presented without th-e state- ... , - -, , - .'- - - , -

2'ment .ofthe, given· name,then the . local· registrar shalL make out 'and deliver to the parents of . ". 
-, - - " - - -" -, , ' - ,- .. ,' .' - -",., ' ., - . , -' , - . 

. 3 'the child a special blank for the supplemental report of the given name of the child, . which 
. ,"..' . - . - -

. . 

" 4· . 'shal\ .. befilled out. as.direct\ld, 
.,.::;.-',i' ,'_ 1_ 

and:retuTlled to the local ]:egistrar as soon as the child shall 
.-'., "", .... " .. " .. , , 

_.-,--.>",'" 
have been named .. . . .-, , 

• • 
- . - _. . -', 

. 
• Sec. 16 .•... physician,.;tllid,wife, undertaker; and -teiail casket dealer shall, without 

- '-."; '-',' .- ....... ,.,-,'.- .. -.. ,,-,,-,. ,"-",' ,. 

·2 . ,.:(,.he'l1·l'lame,.addre~s and occupation w,ith .the local,registrar. of .the dis.-.... '''',- ',-",- '.- -.. "". -. -, ,.-.' '. -'- .. -, ...... " "-' .. ,- .. - "--.,," '.' . ': :,>'.;~" ", ' ,'- , . ", . , . " . " , ' " 
, I, , , ,'>,", " . ;, " ", .' 

.3.triGtlncwhich ,he 61' she resides,o.r may· hereafter establish .a re~id,ence; aIld, shallther~upp;n 
'.'"'.:.-.",,.,",,',,'".:':"'-:',:'",'"':'.,",--- :."",,,,,,,, ",- .' --':', ,.: ...... ,' , .. ''',: ...... ,' ... ,:'. ,,, ... _-- :\.",-- '''':--' ,"''','''- -. . . 

--'-,',' - '-; . . ,"' 

, ,.' 
• 

,-:'\' ' , 
, '.j' 

, " , 

'" , 

"','> <'" " , ,. . -" 
',' ': ' -- ',--- - -' -'J __ 

• , ' " 

'" .-, 

,-- " -

, " . 
, " 

, . ", 

• 



, 
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4 be supplied by the local registrar with a copy of this act, together with such rules and regu

,5 lations as ,may be prepared by the state registrar relative to its enforcement. Within thirty 

6 days after the close of each calendar year' each local registrar shall make a return to the state 
, , , ,'- , , . , . 

. , 

7 registrar of all physicians, midwives, undertakers or retail dealers who have been registered' 

S in his district during the whole or any part of the preceding calendar years; provided, that no 

. 9 . fee or other compensation shall be charged by local registrars to physicians, midwives, under-

10 takers or casket dealers for registering their names under this section or making returns thereof 

, 11 to the state registrar. , 

, 

• 

• 

Sec, 17. That all snperintendentsor managers, or other persons in charge of hospitals, alms-

.2 houses, lying-in or other institutions,public or private, to which persons resort for treatment 

3 ,of diseases, confinement, or are committed by process of law, shall make a record of all the 

4 personal and statistical particulars relative to the inmates in their institutions at the date of . 
. 

5 approval of this act, which are required in the forms of the certificates provided for by this 
, 

.6 act, as directed by the state registrar; and thereafter such record shall be, by them, made for 

7 all future inmates at the time of their admittance, And in case of persons admitted or com

S mitted for treatment of disease, the physician in charge shall specify for entry iIl the record 
. . , 

9 . the nature of the disease, and where, in his,opinion,it was contracted. The personal particu-

10 lars and information required by this section shall be obtained from the individual himself if 
, . 

11 practicable to do so; and When they can not be so obtained, they shall be obtained in as com-

12 plete a manner as possible from relatives, friends, or other persons acquainted with the facts, 
• 

Sec. 18. That the state registrar shall prepare, print and supply to all registrars all blanks 

2 and forms used in register,ing, recording and preserving the returns, or'in otherwise carrying 

3 out the purp'1se of this act; and ,shall prepare and issue such detailed instructions as may be 

4 required to procure the uniform observance of its provisions and the maintenance of a perfect 

5 . system of registration .. And no other blanks shall be used than thosesuppJiedby the state 
, 

6 registrar .. He shall carefully examine the certificates received monthly from the local regis-
, 

7 trars, and if any such are incomplete or unsatisfactory.he shall require such further informa-
. 

S tion to be supplied as may be necessary.to make the record complete and satisfactory. And all 

. 9 physicians, midwives, informants or undertakers, and all other persons having . knowledge of . 
. 

10 the facts, are hereby required to supply such information as they may possess, upon a. form pro-. . . 

11 vided by the state registrar or upon. the original certificate, regarding any birth or death upon 

12 . demand of the state registrar, in person, by mail, or throug'h the local registrar; provided, 

. 13 . that no certificate of birth or death, after its acceptance for registration by the local regis-
, 

14 trar, and no other record made in pursuance of this act, shall be altered or changed in any 

15' respect otherwise than by amendments properly dated, signed and witnessed, . The state reg-

16 . istrar shall further arrange, bind and permanently preserve the certifi",ates in' a systematic 

, 



, , 

, , , , 
, 

::, 
", 

, , 

, 
-:LO- , , 

, 

17 manner, and shall prepare and maintain a comprehensive and continuous card index of all 
, 

18 ' births, and deaths registered; said index to be,arranged alphabetically, in the case of deaths, by 

19 
,- A-

the ,names of decedents, and in the case of births, by the names of fathers, mothers, and chil-
, • 

20 dren. He shall inform all registrars what diseases are to be considered infectious, contagious, 

21 ,or communicable and dangerous to the puhlic health, as decided by the state board of he"lth, 
• 

22 in order that when deaths occur from such diseases proper precautions may be taken to pro-

23 vent their spread. 
, 

Sec. 19. That each 'ocal registrar shall supply blank forms of certific'ates to such persons 
.' 

2 ,as require them. Each local registrar shall carefully examine ,each certificate of birth or death 
• 0, _. _ 

, 
- - , . . ' 

3 ' when presented for record in order to ascertain whether it has been made out in accordance 

4 with the provisions of this act and the instructions of the state registrar; and if any certifi-
, 

, 

5 'cate of death is incomplete ,or unsatisfactory, it shall be his duty to call attention to the de-

6 fects in the return, and to withhold the burial or removal permit until such defects are C01'-

, 

7 rected, All certificates, either of birth or of death, shall be written 'egibly, in d\lrable black 

8 ink, and no certificate shall be held to be complete and corr'ect that does not supply all of the 

,9 items of information called for therein, or satisfactorily account for their omission. If the 

10 certificate of death is properly executed and complete, he shall then issue a burial or removal 

11 ' permit to the undertaker; provided, that in case the death occurred from some disease ,,;hich 

12 is held by the state hoard of health ,to be infectious, contagious, or communicable and dan-

13 g'erous to the public health, no permit for the removal or other disposition of the body shall 
, 

14 be issued by the registrar, except under such conditions as may be prescribed by the state 

15 board of health. If a certificate of birth is incomplete,' the local registrar shall immediately 

16 notify the informant, and require him to supply the missing items of information if they can 

17 be obtained. He shall numher consecutively the certificates of birth and deatll, in two sep-

18arate series, beginning with number 1 fur the first birth and the first death in each calendar 

19 year, and sign his name as registrar in attest of the date of filing in his office. He shall also 

'20 make a complete and accurate copy of each birth and death certificate registered by him in 

21 a record book supplied by the state registrar, to be preserved permanent'y in his ofiice as the 

22 local record, in such manner as directed by the state registrar. And he shall, on the tenth day 

23 of each month, transmit to the state registrar all original certificates, registered by him for 
, ' 

24 the preceding month. And if no births or no deaths occurred in any month, he shall on the 

25 tenth day of the following month, report that fact to the state registrar, on a card provided for 

• 
26 such purpose. 

• 

Sec. 20. That 'each local registrar shall be paid the sum of twenty,five cents for each birth 

2 certificate and each death certificate properly and completely made out and reg-:istered with 
• 

, 

3 him, and correctly recorded and promptly returned by him to the state registrar; as required 

• 

-- -', , 
" j 
-"" 

, , 

,- -, 

), . 

• 
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, 

• 

, 

, 
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4 by this act. And in case no births or no deaths were registered during any month, the local 

5, register shall be entitled to be paid the Sum of twenty-five cents for each report to that effect, 

6 but only if such repOTt be made promptly as required by this act. All amounts payable to a 

7 registrar under the provisions of this section shall, be paid by the treasurer of the county in 

8 which the registration district is located, upon certification by the state registrar. And the 

9 state registrar shall annually certify to the treasurers of the several counties the number 

10 of births and deaths properly registered, with the names of the local registrars and the 

11 amounts due each at the rates fixed herein. 

Sec. 21. That the state registrar shall, upon request, supply to any applicant, for legal or 

2 other proper purposes, a certified copy of the record of any birth or death registered lmder 

3 provisions of this act, for the making and certification of which he shall be entitled to a fee of 

4 fifty cents, to be paid by the applicant; provided, that the United States census bureau may 

5 obtain, without expense to the state, transcripts of certified copies of births and deaths with-

6 out payment of the fees herein prescribed. Any such copy of the record of a birth or death, 

7 when properly certified by the state registrar, shall be prima facie evidence in all courts and 
, 

8 places of the facts therein stated. For any search of the files and records when no certified 

9 copy is made the state registrar shall be entitled to ,a fee of fifty cents for each hour or frac-

10 tional part of an hour of time of search, said fee to be paid by the applicant. And the state 

11 registrar shall keep a true and correct account of all fees by him received under these pro-

12 visions, and' turn the same' over to the state treasurer each month. 

Sec. 22. That any person,who for himself or as an officer, agent or employee of any other 

2 person, or of any corporation or partnership, (a) shall inter, cremate, or otherwise finaIJy dis-

3 pose of the dcad body of a human being, or permit the same to be done, or shall remove said 

4 body from the primary'registration district in which the death occurred or the body was 

5 found, without the authority of a burial or removal permit issued by the local registrar of the 

6 district in which the death occurred or in which the body was found; or, (b) shall refuse or fail 

7 to furnish correctly any infonuation in his possession, or shall furnish false information 

8 affecting any certificate or record, required by this act; or, (c) shall wilfully alter, otherwise 

9 than is provided by section 18 of this act, or shall falsify any certificate of birth or death, or 

10 any record established by this act; or, (d) being required by this act to fill out a certificate 

11 of birth or death and file the same with the local registrar, or deliver it, upon request, to 

12 any person charged with the duty offillillg the same, shall fail, neglect,or refnse to perform 

13 such duty in the manner required by this act; or, (e) being a local registrar, deputy registrar 
• 

14 or sub-registrar, shall fail, neglect, or refuse to perform his duty as reqnired by this act and 

15 by the instructions and direction Qf the state registrar thereunder, shall be deemed guilty of 

16 a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall for the first offense be fined not less than 
_.' -

, 

• 
• 

, 



I 

, 

• 

17 . five ($5.00) dollars nor more than fifty ($50.00) dollars, and for each subsequent offense not less 
, 

. . 

18 than ten ($10.00) dollars, nor more than one hundred ($100.00) dollars, or be imprisoned in the 
- - -. -

. 19' county jail not more than sixty days, or be both fined and imprisoned in the discretion oithe 

20 court. , 
, " 

, 

Sec. 23. That each local registrar is hereby charged with the strict and thorough enforce-
_ J ' , • • 

,2 ment of the provisions of this act in his registratIon district, under the supervision and direc-

. 3 tion of· the state registrar ... And he shall make au immediate report to the siate registrar .. of 

4. any violation of this law coming to his knowledge, by observation or upon complaint of. any 

5 person, or otherwise. The state registrar is hereby charged with the thorough and efficient 
. , '. -.' ' -' 

6, execution of the provisions of this act in every part of the state, and with supervisory pow-
• , . 

7, er over local registrars, dEiputyregistrars, and sub-registrars, to the end that all of its require-· 
• 

8, ments shall be uniformiTy complied with, ,. The state registrar; either personally or by an ac-
. - . . 

9 credited representative, shall have authority to investigate cases of irregularity or violation' 
, -. ' - -

, 

deem it necessary, he shall report cases of. violation of any of the provisions of this act to the 
, . 

12 county attorney of ,the county,' with a statement of the facts and circumstances; and when 
- -- " -,' -" 

• , - . , 

13 any such case is reported to him by the state registrar, the county attorney shall forthwith 
• 

14 initiate and promptly follow up the necessary court proceedings against the person or, cor-

15 poration responsible for the alleged violation of .law. And upon request of .the state reg-is-

16 . trar, the attorney general shall assist in the enforcement of the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 24., That for the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of this act and the pay' 
, 

2 ment of all expenses connected therewith, including necessary clerical assistance" there is 

3 hereby appropriated out of the funds in thest~tetreasury, not otherwise appropriated, the 

4 sum of. fifteen thousand. dollars ($15,000) per annum, or so much thereof as may be necessary . 
, 

5 to pay clerical assistance and such other expenses as may be incurred by the state registrar in 

6 establishing a bureau of vital statistics, at the capital of the state, for the proper registration 
, , . 

7 of all births and deaths throughout the State of Towa,by means of certificates of births and, 

8 deaths-, and burial and removal permits: All bills of whatsoever nature or character shall be 

9. itel}1ized, certified and approved by the state registrar to the auditor of state, who shall draw 
• 

10 warrants therefor, provided that he finds the same to be true and correct . 
• 

Sec. 25. That this- act.shallbe in force and effect on and after its pUblication in the sta

.. 2 tutebooks. 

Sec. 26., That all laws and parts of laws inconsistent with the provisions ,of. this act are 
, , 

2 hereby repealed; and no system for the registration of births and deaths shall hecQntiuued or 
• 

3 . maintained in any ,of the several municipalities of this state other than the one provided for' 
- . - . ' 

, 

4 . and established by this act. - !' 
• 

............. -----"" 
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