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SENATE FILE NO. Ill-BY THOMAS. LABOR . 
• 

FOR AN AOT TO PROTEOT THE LIVES, HEALTH, MORALS, OF WOMEN AND MINORS, 

PBOVl'DING FOB THE FIXING OF MINIMUM WAGES AND THE STANDABD OONDI

TIONS OF LABOB J<~OB SUOH WOBKEBS, LIMITING THE HOUBS OF LABOB, AND 

PBOVIDING PENALTIES FOB VIOLATIONS OF THE SAME . 
• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
• 

Section 1. The welfare of the state of Iowa demands that women and minors be protected 

2 from conditions of labor which have a pernicious effect on their health and morals. The state 

. 3 of Iowa, therefore, exercising- herein its police and sovereig-n power, declares that inadequate 

4 wag-es and unsanitary conditions of labor exert such pernicious effect. 

Sec. 2. It shall be unlawful to employ women or miuors in any industry Or occupation within 

2 the state of Iowa under conditions of labor detrimental to their health and morals; and it 

3 shall be unlawfuUo employ women workers iu any industry within the state of Iowa at wag'es 

4 which are not adequate for their maintenance. 
• 

Sec. -3. For the purposes of this act a minor is defined to be a person of either sex under the 
, 

2 ag-e of eig'hteen (18) years. 

Sec. 4. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, company, corporation or association, to 

,2 contract for, hire or pay any female or minor employed in this state in any store, mercantile es-

3 tablishment, office, factOTY, printing- or publishing- plant, photog-raph g-allery, theatre or public 

4 amusement house, hotel or restaurant, or by any public service corporation, a less wage than is 
c", 

5 specified herein, to-wit: 

6 For minors, under the ag-e of sixteen (16) years, not less than seventy-five cents (.75) per 

7 day; for minors sixteen (16) years of 'ag-e and over and adult learners ,and apprentices not 
, 

8 less than one dollar ($1.00) per day; provided, that the learning- period of apprenticeship 

9 shall not extend for more than one year; for adults who are experienced in work they are em-

10 ployed to perform, not less than one dollar and forty cents ($1.40) per day for each day of 

11 nine hours' labor, and the employment of any female labor, or minors of either sex,for a long-er 
• 

12 period than nine hours in anyone day is hereby prohibited. But nothing- herein shall be con-

13 strued as limiting- the rig-ht to contract for und pay a hig-her wag-e than herein specified as a 

14 minimum wage for female employes or minors in the above lines of employment; provided 

15 further, that this act shall not apply to employes in any hotel or restaurant where board or 
• 

16 board and room are furnished such employes. 
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.' Sec. 5 .. All regular employers of female workers shall give a certificate of apprenticeship f\>r 

2 time served to all apprentices. 
, 

. Sec. 6. If any employe shall receive less than the legal minimum wage, said employe shall 

, 2 , be entitled to recover in a civil action the full amount of legal minimum wage as provided for 

3 herein, together with the costs and attorney's fees to be fixed by the court, notwithstanding 
, "- - -, '" -

, ~ - -

4 any agreement to work for such lesserwage.In such action, however, the employer shall be 

5 ' credited with any wages which have· been paid upon the claim sued for. 

Sec. 7. Any person convicted of a violation of this act shall be deemed guilty of a misde- . ' 

2 meanor. 
, 

Sec. 8. Any firm, company, corporation or association convicted of a violation of this act, 
. . - ,_ 

2· shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) for each separate offense. . , 

" Sec. 9. The commissioner of labor shall have general charge of the enforcement of ' this act, 

2 " but violations of the same shall be prosecuted by all the City, state and county prosecuting of- ' 
, ' . 

3 ficers in the same manner as':in other cases of misdemeanor. '.'. 
, , 

Sec. 10, Should any section of this act or any part thereof be held,by any court of com, 

2 petent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional, such decisions)J.all affect the specific provision only 
, . , ' 

3 which if is held offends against the constitution and said unconstitutional part shall not be 

4 held to be an inducement to the passage of any other ,section or provision of this act. 

• 

. Sec. 11.' All acts or parts of acts in conflict with any of, the foregoing sections are, hereby, 
• 

• 
2 repealed., 
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