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·.HOUSE FILE NO. 437 BY MICHAEL. DAIRY AND FOOD. 
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FOR AN ACT TO REGULATE THE SALE OF AGRICULTURAL SEEDS, DEFINE SAME, 
. . . 

. PROVIDE FOR THEIR INSPECTION; FIX FEES AND PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR 

VIOLATION OFTHIS ACT. 

. 
BEi IT ENACTED BY TRE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TRE STATE OF IOWA: . '. 

Section 1. Every parcel, package or lot of agricultural seeds as defined ·in section three (3) of 
. 

· 2 this. act, and containing one pou11d or more, offered or exposed for sale in the State of Iowa for 

3 use withi" this state, shall have affixed thereto, in a conspicuous place on the outside thereof, dis-

4tinctlyprinted in the English language in legible type not smaller than eight point heavy Gothic 

5 '" caps, or plainly written, . a statement certifying: 

· 6 .' First· Name of seed . 
. 

· 7 Second Full name and address of the seedsman, importer,' dealer or agent. 

8 . Third A statement of the purity of the seed contained, specifying the kind and percentage of 

. 9 the impurities as defined in sections six (6) and seven (7 ) hereof, provided that said seeds are be-

I o low the standards fixed in this act. 

II . Fourth Locality ·whereseed was grown, when known. 

Sec. 2. The State Dairy and Food Commission shall cause to be made analyses of agricultural . - - - . 

• 

2 seeds sold or offered for sale in this state.· Said Dairy and Food Commissioner is hereby author-. .' 

3' ized,in person or by deputy, to take for anlysis from any lot or package of agricultural seeds, a 

4' sample not exceeding four ounces in weight; but said sample shall be' drawn or taken in the pres

S ence of the party or parties in interest, or their representative, or in the presence of two disinterested 
. 

6 persons, and shall be taken from a .parcel, lot or number of parcels which shall not be less than five 
• 

7 . per cent of the whole lot inspected and shall be thoroughly mixed and divided into two samples 

.. 8 and placed in tight packages carefully sealed and a label placed on each, stati11g thename or brand . . 

90f the agricultural seeds sampled, and name of the .party from whose stock the sample is drawn, 

10 and the date and place of taking such sample, and said label shall be signed by the said State Dairy 

11 

,I-2 _ 

13 

and Food Commissioner, or his authorized agent. One of the said duplicate samples shall be left on 

the' premises of. the party whose stock' was sampled and the other retained by the State Dairy and 
. 

Food Commissioner. for analysis.' The result of the analysis oJ the samples, together with additional 
, - - ' '- -

14 information may be obtained from time to time in the bulletins issued by the. State Dairy and Food 

15 Commissioner, upon approval of. executive council. 
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Sec. 3. The term' agricultural seeds, as used in this act, shall include the seeds of. the red clover, 

2 white clover, alsike, alfalfa, Kentucky blue grass, timothy, brome grass, orchard graSs, red top, 
, . . 

3 meadow fescue, oat grass, rye grass and other grasses and forage plants,flax, rape and cereals. 

Sec. 4.' Any person purchasing any agricultural 'seeds in this .state for hi~ own use may submit , ,- ' -

2 fair samples of said seeds to the State Dairy.and Food Commissioner, who, upon' receipt of an an-

3 alysis fee of fifty cents for each sample, shall cause an analysis of the same to be made. 
. -

Sec. 5.. No person shall sell, offer or expose for sale or distribute in this' state for the purpose 
" - - , 

. 2 .' of seeding, any of the agricultural seeds as defined in this. act, unless the said seeds are. free from 
. 

3 the following weeds: Wild mustard or charlock (Brassica Sinapistrum); quack grass (Agropyron' 
, '. 

4· repens), Canada thistle (Onius Arv~nsis)1wild oats (Avena tatua) ,clover and alfalfa dodder 

5 (Cuscuta epithymum), field dodder (Ouccuta arvensis), and corn cockle (Lychnis githage). '. 

Sec. 6. The seeds of the following weeds shall be considered as impurities in agricultural seeds, 
, - , ' - , 

2 sold, offered or exposed for sale within the statefor the purpose of seeding: White cockle (Lychnis 
-, , ' , ' 

-

3. vespertina), night flowering catch fly (Silenenoctiflora), curled dock (Rumex crispus), smooth dock . - . - . ,'-

, 

4 (Rumex altissimus), sheep sorrel ( Rumex acetosella), yellow trefoil (Medicago lupulina), burr 
- , . ' 

5 .clover (Medicago dentifulta), sweet clover (Melilotus Alba and officinalis), black mustard' (Brassica 
. " 

6 nigra), plantain, buckhorn (Plantago lanceolata, bracted plantain (Plantago aristata), bind weed -, ' . . 

7 ( Coculvulus. sepium), smooth· crab grass (Panicumglabrum), commOn chickweed (Stellariamedia); 
, - ,. , 

8· When such impurities are present in quantity exceeding a' total of two percent of the weight of 
, . 

, 

- ; 

9 . said agricultural seeds, the approximate percentage of each shall be plainly indicated in the state- ' .' 

, 

ro . ment specified in section one (I) of this act. 
, 

Sec. 7. . Sand, dirt, chaff and foreign substances and seeds other than those specified in • 
sectIon 

. 

2 five (5) and six (6), or broken seedsand seeds not capable of germination, shall be considered im" 

3 

4 

5 

• 

purities when present in agricultural seeds sold,' offered or exposed. for sale in this state for the pur-' .. 

pose of seeding,' and when such impurities, or any of these, are present in quantity exceeding the 

standards of purity and viability fixed by this act, the name and approximate percentage of each shall . . . . 

6be plainly' indicated in the statement specified in section one(l) of this act. 
. -' . 

. . 

Sec. 8. . First For the purpose of this' act agricultural seeds shall be deemed mixed or adulterated 

2 when orchard grass (Dacylis glomerata) seed contains ten per cent or more by weight of meadow 
, 

3 'fescue (festuca elatior pratensis ) seed, or Italian rye grass (Jolium italicum) seed or English rye 

4- grass (Loliumperenne) .seed. 

Second When blue grass or Kentt.cky blue grass (Poa gratensis ) seed, 
, 

corttains .. five per cent 
, 

• 

6 .' or 'more by weight of Canadian blue grass (Pas compressa). seed, red top chaff, red top (Agrostis, 
, 

7 . alba) seed, or any other seed or foreignsubstallce. 

8 . 'Third. When red closer (Trifolium pratense), mammoth red clover (trifolium pratense val') or 

9 alfalfa (Medicago sativa), contains five pel'cent ormore by weight of yell~w trefoil (medicago 
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IO lupulina), or sweet clover (Melilotus alba. and M. officinalis) seed or burr clover (Medicagodenti-

II . culata ) seed. 
• 

12 Fourth When rape (Brassica Rapa) . contains five per cent or more of common mustard (Bras-

.13 sica sinapistrum) or black mustard (B. Nigra) . 

. Sec. 9. For the purpose of this act, seed shall be deemed to be misbranded. 
. 

2 First' When meadow descue (Festuca elatior pretensis), English rye grass (Lolium perenne) or 

3 Italian.rye grass (Lolium italicum) is labeled or sold under the name ofOl~chard grass (Lactylis glo-

4ferata) seed. 
• 

5 Second :When Canadian blue grass (Poa compressa) seed, red top (Agrostis alba) seed, Ol'any 
. . 

6 other seed not blue grass~ seed, is sold under the name of Kentucky blue grass. (Poa pretensis)' seed .. 

7 . Third When yellow trefoil (Medicago lupulina), burr clover (Medicago denticulata) or sweet 

8 clover (Melilotus alba) is sold under the name of clover, June clover, red clover (Trifolium pratense), 

9 medium red clover, smaIL red clover, mammoth ~ red clover, sapling clover, peavine clover (T. Pra-

IO . tensis var.)' or alfalfa (Medicago sativa) seed. 
• 

1 I Fourth 'When the seeds are not true to~ the species under which they are sold: . - ' , 

Sec. 10. The provisions concerning agricultural seeds contained in this act shall apply to: 
• 

2 First Any person or persons growing or selling seeds for food purposes only; or having such 

3 seeds in possession for sale of such purposes .. 

4 Second Any person selling seeds, direct to merchants. to be cleaned or graded before being of-
• 

5 fered for sale for the purpose of seeding. This shall.not, however, exempt the seller from the re-

6 strictions of section five (5) of this act. 
. 

7 Third-Seed that is held in storage for the purpose of being re,deaned and which has not been. 
. 

8 offered, exposed or held in possession or for sale for the purpose ofseeding .. · " 
. . 

9 Fourth' Seed marked "not absolutely dean" and held or sold for export outside ,the state only. . . . 

IO ·Fifth The sale of seed that is grown, sold and delivered by any farmer on his own premises for '. 

I I . seeding by the purchaser himself uriless the purchaser of· said seeds obtains from' the seller at the . - - -

y2 time of the sale thereof a certificate that the said seed is supplied to the purchaser subject tothe pro- . . . . 

i 3 vision of this act. 

14 . Sixth Mixtures of seeds for lamn or pasture purposes. This shall not, however, exempt the 

IS seller or such mixtures of seeds from the restrictions of sections five(s) and six (e\ of this act. 
. . . 

of purity (meaning freedom from weed seeds or other. seeds) . . Sec. 11. The following standards 

2 and viability are hereby affixed: 

3 Per cent '. Per cent ger-

4 of purity. minable seeds. 
• 

5 Alfalfa. (Medicago sativa) ... ' ........ ; ........................ . 80 

6 Barley • . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . .. ... . . .. . . ",' ' .... '" ., ....... . . , 

.. . -' '. 

, 

- " . -___ •• _', .-.:. " -" _ :_v .'.'_':": _ ',' _,:, i,'-"-'>:',--'- -',,:.-., _', :_.-c, ,',', c~,_· .', .:_ ',',', N~-_ ,_,_~" _ •• , - 'A .'<.,' " .:.'._, _, ;',-,' _.,.~. __ :._-_-,:,. _: __ ~. L· ,',-,',':, '_" ?:~>,'-'_-•• ,' _. ,'_, '_' .,-;. ":_.-c. ;'-'"'_~_',' ,',', -_'. __ -_.: v __ -_>:,: -"'-'-_' __ :',:;";'.': __ ', -_ -_'_ "," _ •• ,-,,: ,', ,_ ~'_-"'_,'_'. -, -,, __ '-'''-''_'.'_'' ,_. __ .>_-;. ,,_,_ -',' <,,-- .. -;._. ,_. -._. ,c,' .-<, \':-;" ., ,_, ,,-,<--. 
. , 

, , 

• 



• • 

• 

• 

• 

-4-

, 

, 7 'Blue grass, Canadian (poa' compressa) . '" ., ... '0' ••••••••••••••• ; 

, 

8 Blue grass, Kentucky (Poa pratensis) ........•............ ; ...... . 

, , , 

80 

45 

45 

- I ~ , 

9 ' Brome, awnless (Brcmus inermus) .... , ..... ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .' 90 ,'" 7 5 
, , - -

10 ,Clover,alsike (Trifolium hyhridum) ........................ ; . ... 90 
, 

75 ' ' 

II '_Bu~kwheat ............ ' ...... -................. . ';'.- ... , .......... -' - 96-'- 90 

I2 ,Clcver, crimson, (Trifolium incarnatum) .......................... ,', 98, , 85" 

13 "Clover, white (Trifoliumrepens) ....•.......... ' ..........•.... ;. ,90 '75 

14 Ccrn, field (Zea mays) •.. , ................................... . 

Ie5_ Corn, sweet ........ ' ...... '" ...... ...... : .. :,' .... _',' .- .... _ .. ' .. 

16 
- , " ---

F escue, meadow (F estuca pratensis) ............................. . 
, ' 

17 ' Flax (Linum unitatissimum) .............. ; .......... " ........ . 
, , 

18 Millet, common (Setaria italica) .......... , ......... ; ........... . . ' 

99 

99 

95 

96 

90 ' 

19, ',Millet, hog (Panicum milisdeum) ...... " ............... : . . . . . . . . .90 

94 

75 ' 

85 

89 

85 

85 

'20' Millet, pearl (Penisetum typhoideum) ............................ " 99 65 

• 

21 Oats (Avonasativa) ................................... : .... . 
- - , . 90 

22 Oat grass, tall (An'hena therum avenaceim) ... , ...... "",'" ....... . 70 

23 Orchard grass (Dactylis glomerata) ....... ; .. c ••••• ; • '" ••••••••• 

24 ' Rape (Brassica rapa) .................................. " ... ; . 99 ,', 90. 
, 

,25 Red Top (Agrostis alba) ....................... ; .,. '" ..... ' .... ' 90 '70 
, ' 

26 Rye (Secala cereale) ....... " ................. : ........... , .. ',98 
, ' 

, 

, 90 ' 

Rye grass, perennial (Lolium parenne) . ; .' ...... " •........... c •••• 95 80 
,'-, - - - , ' - . , ' 

28 Sorghum, fO'r fodder .............•......•..................... ',' 90 60 

29 Timothy (Phileum pratense) .................. ; c ••••••••••••••. 
• 

30. Wheat (Triticum) ........... ; ...... , .................. ; ....... 98 90 

, 

Sec. 12. It is ,hereby made, the duty of the, State Food and Dairy Commissioner to enforce the 
, , , 

2 provisions of this act. The inspectors, assistants and chemists appointed by the State Food and 
- - - .' 

3 Dairy Commissioner shall perform the same duties, and, have the same authority under this act as 

4 are prescribed in secticn fcur thousand nine hundred ninety-ninN 2S (4999-a25), and section twO 

5 thousand five hundred twenty-seven-m (2 527-m), supplement to the code, '9'3, and the said State 
_f 

,6 ' Food and Dairy Commissioner may appoint, with the approval of the executive co,mcil, such analysis 

7 as, may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this act. ' 
, , , 

Sec. 13. Whoever sells, offers or exposes for sale any of the, seeds specified in sectionsfive (5) 

2' ',andsix (6) of this act which are mixed, adulterated or misbranded, 'or any agricultural seeds which, 

, 3 do not comply with sections eight (8), nine, (9) and eleven ( 1 1) ,of this act, or who. shall attempt 
, . 

• • 

4 to prevent any inspector in the ,discharge. of his duty from collecting samples, or who shall violate' 

5 any of the provisions of this act,.shall be guilty ,of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction" shall be ' 

• 

, ' 
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6 fined not less than ten dollars ($10.00) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100.00) and costs of 
• 

. 

7 prosecution; provided, that no one shall be convicted for the violation of the provisions of section 
. 

8 five (S) of this act, unless it is shown that the weed seeds named in section five (S) are present in 

9 quantities .of more than one in ten thousand, and that due diligence has not been used to find, and 

10 remove said seeds. 

Sec. 14- That such sections or parts of sections five thousand seventy-seven-a 6 (S077-a 6) to 

2 section five thousand seventy-seven-a 24 (so77-a 24) inclusive that. refer to agricultural seeds be and 
• 

. 
3 the same are hereby repealed. 

Sec .. 1-,. All fees collected nnder the provisions of this act shall be paid into the state treasury • 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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