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FOR AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE AP,POINTMENT OF A COMMISSION TO SELEC~, 
• 

DRAW AND SUMMON G~AND AND PETIT JURORS IN ALL COUNTIES HAVING 'A: 
- ,-, . - - - ' 

• 

POPULATION OF OVER 50,000 AND PRESC~IBING Tn]]. DUTIES T:ijEREOF. . - - , - . : 

Be it Enacted by the General Assemblp of the State of Iowa: 
- , : ' , 

• 

SECTION 1. That in all counties of this State having- a population exceeding- 50,000, as 

2 shown by the last preceding- State census, the g-rand and petit jurors ,sh:;lll be selected, drawn 

3 and summoned in the following- manner: 

SEC. 2. The District Court of said county, during- the several terms thereof, shall select a 

2 commission, composed of five qualified electors of the county, not more than one of such com-

3 missioners being- selected from the same civil township. In any county in which two judg-es' . . - . 

4 . are authorized by law, to hold session of the District Court at the same tiIlle, the two judg-es 

5, shall concur in the selection of the said jury commission. And in any county in which more 
. 

6 than two judg-es are authorized by 1aw to hold sessions of the District Court at the same time, • • 

7 the maj ority of such judg-es shall concur in the selection of the jury commission.· The mem-
. 

8 bers of this jury commission shall have the qualifications hereinafter prescribed, and shall 

9;' select the jurors' for ensuing- term of court in the manner hereinafter provided . 
. 

SEC. 3. No person shall be a jury commissoner who is a party to aCltse triable to a jury 

2. in said court at the next ensuing- term thereof, or who is a stockholder or employe of a cor-

3. po ration which is a party to such a case, and .. no person shall beelig-ible as a jury commissioner 

4. more than' once in twelve months. 

. SEC 4. Jury commissioners shall be summoned to appear by the ser'ICice upon them of an 
. , 

2 order sig-ned by a judg-e of the District Court, requiring- them to attend. at a. g-iventime, which 

3 order may be served by the sheriff, his deputy or any person appointed therefor. by such 

4 judg-e, and any person so summoned who fails to appear as ordered, with9ut, good and suffi-

5cient cause, shall be guilty of contempt of court, and may be punished accordingly. When th~ 
, 

• 

6 commIssioners shall appear in. court the Gom;t. shall inst~uct tliem :;IS to their dllties. and ad-
-, " ,-

7 Il)inister to them the following- oath: - ---

. , . 

8., .. "You and.each of you do solemnly swear that you will. well a'l\d~T1:tly,.an4 to the best of 
, . ' - . 

, 

9 .. your knowledge, skill and. apility, perform the duty ofj:ury cOlpmis,sionEll" for ,th~scourt;,tha,t 
. . 

. . . 

• 

• 
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10 you wrillselect for jury service only men whom you honestly believe to be qualified by in'telli-

11 gence and integrity, for the performance of jury dutv; that you will neither select or reject 

.12 , any because of his religious or political beliefs; that you will select no one who has sought 

13 a place upon the jury by himself, or for whom a place has been sought by another; that you 
, ' 

'14 will faithfully report to the court any attempt made directly or indirectly by any person or, 

15 persons to bias or influence you in the selection or rejection of the name or names of any person 

16 or persons to be placed upon the jury list; and that you will select no man for jury service for 

17 any other reason than because of your belief in his fitness and qualification for the service to 

18 be performed; that you will not make known to anyone the name of any juryman selected by 
, 

19 you and reported on your list; that you will not directly or indirectly converse with anyone 

20 selected by you 'as juryman concerning the merits of 'any suit to be tried at the next term of 

21, this court until after the said cause shall have been tried or continued or the jury discharged. 

SEO. 5. In case any person summoned as jury commissioner shall fail to attend at the time 
• , 

2 ordered by the court, or if attending shall for any reason be excused from the service, the 
• 

3 judge or judges of said court shall appoint another person or persons to complete the jury 

4 commission, and summon him or them in the same manner as hereinbefore provided . 

SEO. 6. The Jury Commissioners when appointed and sworn shall be furnished a room and 

2 placed under the charge of a sworn bailiff, and shall be provided with a poll list of the county 

3 of the last preceding general election and a list of all persons who have' served on the grand 

4 and petit jury during the twelve months last preceding, 'and shall not be permitted to sep-

arate except upon the order of the court for serious and urgent reasons until they have per~ 
• 

, 

6 formed the duties imposed upon them by this act. 

SEO. 7. There shall be administered to the bailiff in charge Of the said Jury Commission 

2 the folloWing oath: . 

, , 

3 "You do solemnly sweaI: that you will keep this Jury Commission together until you are 
, ' 

4 {}rd~ted by the court to release them; that you will permit no person to speak to any of them, ' 
, 

5 or hold an communication with any of them in any manner Whatsoever, except upon the 
.' - . 

order of this court, nor communicate with th:eIri 
, 

yourself except as to their personal wants 
• 

- . ,.' , . ' - " 

7 until they have been discharged by the court." 

SEO. 8. The Jury Commission after they are sworn shali select from the, qualIfied eleCtors 

2 'of the county tw:o hundred and fifty names 9f 
, ' ' , . " - " - . . 

persons of good character and approved lll-

l.egrity, sound judgment and reasoriable informationartd possessing alL the other qualifications 

4 of petit jurors as now provided by law, to SJ!frve as petit jurors for the next ensuing term of 

5 court, and shall enclose a list of such names in a sealed envelop and deliver the same to a 

6 judge of the court in open court. This sealed envelop shall be endoresd upon the back, "petit 
• 

7 jurylist," with the date of the return and the name of. the term of court at which said jury 

• 

• 

• 

- .' . 
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8 list is to be used, and this endorsement on the back of the envelop shall be signed by each of 

9 . the said commissioners. They shall at the same time select from the body of the county from 

10 persons having the qualifications hereinbefore specified fOl petit jurors, sixty persons from 

11 whom the grand jurors for the next ensuing term of the court shall be selected as hereinafter 
• 

12 provided, and said grand jurors shall be distributed as nearly as practical pro rata to the 
• • 

• 

13 several townships of the county. They shall enclose such list in a sealed envelope and deliver 

14 the same to a judge of the court in open court. This sealed envelop shall be endorsed on the 

15 back," grand jury list," with the date of the return and the name of the term of court at 
• • 

16 which the said grand jury list is to be used and this endorsement on the back of said envelope 

17 shall be signed by each member of the commission.' The said commission shall at the same 

. 18 time select from the body of the township in which the court is held, from persons having the 

19 qualifications hereinbefore specified for petit jurors one hundred persons to constitute a spec-. , 

• 

20 ialvenire list for tlie next ensuing term of court; shall enclose this list in a sealed envelope 

. 21 label it "special venire list," giving the date upon which the said list is returned into .court, 
• . . 

22 with the name of the term of court at which said special venire is to be used, and this en-
. 

23 dorsement upon the back of the said envelone shall be signed by each of the. commissioners 
, 

24 and shall be returned by the said commissioners to a judge of the said court in open court. 
• 

SEC •. 9, Not less than ten days or more than fifteen days prior to the next ensuing term of 

2 court after the making of said list the clerk of the District Court, the County Auditor and the. 

3 County Recorded shall meet in the office of the clerk of the said court, and shall then open 
, . 

4 in the presence of the three officers named, the list of grand jurors hereinbefore provided for, 
• 

5 and sh;:tll write the name of each person therein found upon a separate ballot, these ballots 
. 

6 to be uniform in size, color and material, and folded in such a manner that they cannot be 

7 read without opening the ballot. The clerk shall also, at the same time, record in the journal 
. 

8 of the court, the name of every person found in the grand jury list, as returned by the com-

9 mission, and this record shall be made by the clerk in the presence of the Auditor and the. 

10 Recorder, and it shall be attested upqn the record by the signatures of the Clerk, the Auditor 
. '-' , 

11 and the Recorder. Immediately after the names are duly recorded, as herein provided, the 

12 ballots contai~ing the names of the grand jurors shall be folded and placed in a box provided 

13 for that purpose, which box shall be closed and thoroughly shaken, and from the said box one of 

14 the three officers named, in the presence of the others, shall draw twelve ballots, and the persons 
• 

15 whose names are drawn shall constitute the grand jury panel for the next ensuing term, 
• 

16 provided that no more than one person shall be drawn as a grand juror from any civil town-

11 ship, except where there are less than twelve civil townships in the county, in which case no 
. 

·18 more than two personS shall be drawn from anyone township. At the same-time, the Clerk; 

19 the Auditor and the Recorder shall open. the sealed lists of petit jurors and in the presence 
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20 of the three officers named, the Clerk shall enter upon The' journal of the court the name of 
I . , _ 

• • 

21 every person found upon the list as returned by the J my Commission, which list, when en-
• • • • . . . 

• 
22 . tered upon' the journal, shall be attested by ·the signatures of the three officers named affixed: 

. 

23 upon the record. The-v shall then, in the presence of the three officers named, prepare ballots· 
. 

24 as hereinbefore provided for grand jurors, placing upon said ballot the name of every person 

25 found in the return of the Jury Commission. They shall t4en fold the said ballots and place· 

26 them in a closed box,. which said box shall be thoroughly shaken and therefrom one of the 
• • 

• 

27 said officers, in the presence of the others, shall draw such a number of names as the court. 

28 may have ordered, and such persons so drawn shall constitute the petit jury panel for the next , 

29 ensuing term of court. The' special venire list hereinbefore provided for shall not be opened 
• 

. 30 until such time as may be ordered by the court, at which time, if a less number of names are-

31 ordered drawn there-from than the list contained, the said special venire list shall be opened,. 

32 their names r~corded like petit jurors, placed upon the ballots in the manner hereinbefore 

33 provided, the ballots folded and placed in a box in like manner as hereinbefore provided, aU 
. . 

34 of which shall be done by the Olerk, Auditor and Recorder acting together in the office of the· 
. 

35 . Clerk, as hereinbefore provided, and from the box so prepared there shall be drawn by one of 

36 the three, in the presence of the other two, such a number of persons as the cO,urt shall have· 
• 

• . 

37' ordered drawn from the special venire . 

. 
SEC, 10. The Olerk of the Court shall issue a summons to the person drawn as hereinbefore· 

" . " . - - - - , 
, 

2 provided for the grand jurors and petit jurors, which summons shall be served by the sheriff in 

3 the rna.nner now provided by law, to appear upon the second day of the next ensuing term of 
- '--

4 court, unless otherwise ordered by the co]lrt and when such persons shall appear in court, . 
. 

5 the grand jury panel shall be selected for the term in the manner now provided by statute, 
• . 

6 and the petit jurors shall be impaneled in each case in the manner now pro-vided by law. And 

7 in the event th8:t the regular petit jurors shall be found, for any reason, to be insufficient in: 

8 number, the court inay order a further drawing from 'the petit jury box. of such a number 

9 of names as the court may order, which names shall be drawn in the same manner as herein-
• 

10 . before provided, and such person so drawn shall be summoned in the manner hereinbefore 
• • 

11 provided. After any drawing of names from any of the boxes hereinbefore provided for,. 

12 the said box shall be 'closed an(i sealed in the presence of the Olerk, the Auditor and the Re-
. 

13 corder, and when so sealed shall be. left in the custody of the Clerk, and thereafter none of 
. , 

14 the said boxes shall be opened by any person except upon the order of the court, and then in 

15 the presence of the three officers named. 
-', . • 

SEC. 11. If for any cause there shall be a failure to appoint a Jury Oommission as herein 
• 

2 . provided, or if for any cause tbe Jury Oommission shall fail to select. grand and petit jurprs, 

3 and a specral venire as. herein provided, or if for any cause the panel selected by the commis-
'- -. 
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4 sian shall be set aside by the court, or the jury list 
, 

shall be destroyed or lost, the court may , 

5' appoint a new Jury Oommission which shall be summoned and sworn in the manner herein-
. 

6 before provided, and which shall select grand and petit jurors, and a special venire as here-

. 7 inbefore provided. And in' such an event the grand and petit jurors' may be summoned 
. . 

8 upon not less than three days' notice, and shall appear and act as grand and petit jurors as 

9 ordered by the court. Whenever the court is satisfied that the Jury Oommission has failed 
• , 

. 10 in any material respect to perform the duties required of them, or that any improper influ-

11 ence has in any manner reached them and influenced the selection of jurors by the commission 

12 the court may set aside the panel so drawn and appoint a new commission as hereinbefore 
• 

13 provided. • 

• 

SEC. 12. In any county where the District Court is held in more than one place, the court 

2 shall follow the same procedure for each division of the county as if each division were a 
• 

3 separate county and the commissioners selected for each division shall be the resident of 

4 that division over which the court has jurisdiction. 

SEC. 13. Any District Court of ·the State 'of Iowa affected by this act, if in session at the 
• • 

2 time this law shall take effect, shall, during the session of. said court, appoint a Jury Com-

3 mission to select jurors in the manner in this act provided for the next ensuing term of said 
• 

4 court. Any such court, if it shall have a jury impaneled for the said term may retain such jury 

5 as long as needed. But if the said court shaH be without a jury, it may appoint commissioners. 

6 in the manner herein provided, who shall ,select grand and petit jurors in the mannu in this 
, 

7 act provided, and the said jurors shall be summoned and shall appear upon three days' no-
• 

8 tice. The period of not less than ten days, or more than fifteen days, prescribed in section 

9 nine of this act, shall not apply in such a case . 
. 

SEC. 14. The Jury Oommissioners shall be allowed the sum of $4.00 a day each for their ser-
. \.,. , 

2 vices as such commissioners, to be paid by the county upon the certificate of the clerk, and the 
-

3 said Jury Coml)1ission shall not remain in session at anyone time to exceed two days except 
, 

4 upon the order of the court and for good reason. 

SEC. 15. Any person who shall seek, in any manner, to influence the action of the Jury 

2 Commission, or who shall request any member of any Jury Commission to place his name or 

3 the name of any other person upon the jury list, shall be guilty of a mi sdemeanor and upon 

4 conviction thereof, may be fined in any sum not exceeding $300.00. 

SEC. 16. All acts and parts of acts in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

SEC. 17. This act, being deemed of immediate importance, shall take effect and be in force 

2 from and after its publication in the Register and Leader and the Des Moines Daily Oapital, 
• 

·3 r:ewspapers pUblished in the city of Des Moines, IOWla . 

• 
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