SENAHEYFELEZNO.3%}—BY“VANLAWV ' ' JUDICIARY.

A BILL

FOR AN ACT.TO PROVIDE FOR THE I\TVESTIGATION OF WATER, GAS, HEAT, LIGHT

OR PO‘&VER WORKS OR PLANTS, AND THE OPERATION THEREOI‘ TO PROVIDE
I‘OR ANNUAL REPORTS WITH REI‘ RENGE TO THE- OPERATION THERDOF, AND -
PRESCRIBING THE PROCEDURE THEREFOR.

Be it Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of lowa:
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SEéTION L. That ail eities and towns shall have the‘power to require every individual or
priva.te‘ corporation operating any gas, heat, Wdtei‘,-light or power, Wofks or plant, under a
franchise crrahted therefor in any such city .or town, to file with the city clerk of such city or
town during the month of Janualy each year, a 1eport showing in detail a deseription and -
inventory of all property used in the opelatlon of such works or plant the estlmated cash.

value thereof, the cost of operation of such works or plant during the preceding year, and

the respective items of such cost of operation, the gross income received from the operation

of such works or p]ant the net income 80 received, the character and quant1ty of service ren-

dered thereby, the cost of mamtenance and the cost of all improvements and extensmns con-

structed during such preceding year, and in addltlon thereto, such further mformatlon re-

]aﬁng fo the operation of such works or plant as the counecil of any such citjr or town shall,

. by resolution, require, of which resolution any such individual or corporation operating such’

works or plant shall have due notice in writing at least thirty days prior to the ﬁliﬁg of such

report. '

Sec. 2: Whenever the. council of any such city or town shall have determined that anfexisb
ing regulation of any such works or plant, or any rate or rent fixed ot lch-a.rged" for water, gas,
heat or electric light or 'po.werl by any such works or"p]ant., or of or for meters or other devices
use, by such works or phnt shall be revised or fixed :aneW', such council shall have power,
for the purpose of deterrnmmg what rate or rent shall be fixed or 1e-gu1at10n established, to
investigate .the opelatlon of such Works or plant, and to that end they shall have the right
to entel upon the premises occupied by such works or plant to mspect the same and fo ex-

amine all books, papers and records kept in connection with the operation thereof; and such

council shall have the power to examine, under oath, or othewise, any officer, director, agent

or employe of any such individual or private corporation operating any such works or plant,

11 = and to issu.e subpoenas therefor.
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Sec. 3. Should any individual or corporation operating any-such works or plant refuse

to file the report or neglect to set forth any item therein,runder' the terms and provisions of

section 1 hereof and within the time therein required, or, should such individual or corpor-

ation operating any such works or plant within any such city or town refuse to permit the
investigation provided for under the terms and provisions of section 2 hereof or refuse fo
permit an examination of the books, papers and records kept in connection with the opera-

tion of any such works or plant under investigation, or fo:disclose fully and to the satisfac-

tion of the city or town counecil with which such works or plant are operated all facts deemed .

necessary for the exercise of the powers conferred upon cities and towns, relating to the fix- -
ing of rates and the establishing of regulations for charges for services governing the same

within such city or town, shall have the right to file an application in the distriet court of the

county within which such city or town is located or with any judge of such court, its appli-

cation, in writing, setting forth such refusal or neglect of any such individual or corporation
operating any such works or plant, and asking thereon that there shall be appointed a ref-
eree and such court or judge shall therenpon appoint a referée Wi’lo shall, for the purposes
of taking testimony and issuing all necessary process fherefor, stand in the place of the court
and shalllliavé the same powers, SO far as necessary, to discharge his duty. ..

SDO 4. _-Sueh referee, appointed up(’m the application of any such city or town, shall have
the power fo summon and enforce by aftachment the attendance of witnesses, to punish them
as for a contempt for .ndn-attendanée, for refu.éal, or to testify and administer all necessary.
oaths, in the inx'festig_ation of the op.era.tion of any such works or plant or-a,ny matter per-.
taining thereto, the in.v.estigat_ion of which it is sought, under the_ .applicati.on upon Whiéh
such referee shall have been appointed, to take testimony by commission, to gontinue sueh
investigaﬁon from time to time, as may be neoésary, until its completion; to preserve order
and punish all violations thereo_f_. |

" SEC. 5.. Such referee shall summon before him such witnesses as shall be required by the
eity or town filing the application upon_which such referee slial1; have been a;ppointed,‘ and
shall cause the production of all boéks, papers and records kept iﬁ connection with the oper-
ation of the works or ];jlant's ﬁnder investigation and may, upon application of the individ-
ual or corporation operating any such works .or plants under investigation, subpoena suo.h.
ﬁitnesses as 'mas‘f be desired by such individual or corporation fo testify in such proceeding. .

SEO.. 6. Such referee, upén cornpletion 6f such’ investigation, shall file ﬁth ﬂle clerk of
the district coﬁrt of such éounty a complete tr'anscript of all evidence adduced hefore him -
and either party to such poreeedings ghall have the right to have tra.nécﬁbed and filed with
the elerk. of smeh distriet court any part of thé evidence 50 a_dduceci b.ef(;re.sﬁ.eh referee from’
time to time during such investigation, which shall be so transeribed aﬁd fled Within a reas-

. &

onable time after such request is filed in writing with such réferee. '
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Sgc. 7. Such referee appointed undef the provisions of this act shall have anthority to em-

ploy a competent shorthand repofter, who, together with such referce, must make affidavit well
and faifhful]y to discharge the duties imposed upon them hereunder, and make a just and
true report of all proceedings had in connection therewith, such affidavits so taken by the =

~said referee and the shorthand reporter so appointed, to be returned with the report, filed

by the clerk and to be a part of the record. All necessary and reasonable costs ‘incident to
such investigation shall be allowed by such distriet court at its next succeeding term, and
shall be taxed equally to such city or town and such iﬁdividual or corporation operating such

works or plant so investigated.
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