* HOUSE FILE NO. 147—BY WHITE, GRIER AND LARRABEE.

© RAILROADS AND TRANSPORTATION.

A BILL

| FOR AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION AND PRESORIB-'

ING ITS POWERS AND DUTIES, "AND PROVIDING FOR THE REGULATION AND

.OONTROL OF PUBLIC UTILITIES, AND MAXING AN APPROPRIATIO\T THERE-

FOR: ALSO TRANSFERRING THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE EXECUTIVE
COUNCIL AS PRESCRIBED BY CHAPTER SEVENTY-ONE (71) OF THE ACTS OF '
THE THIRTY-SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF IOWA, IN S0 FAR AS THEY
RELATE TO PUBLIC SERVICE OORPQRATIO\IS AND THE POWERS AND DUTIES
OF THE BOARD OF RAILROAD GOMMISSIO\TERS AS PRESCRIBED BY LAW T0 |
SAID COMMISSION.

Be it Engoted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowas

o o w =1 S ov W= W DD

= = e
P =S

Srotion 1. There is hereby established a commission Whiéh ghall be known ag “The

- Public Service Commission,”’ the members of which shall be chogen as heremafter pr0v1ded

and shall hold office untﬂ their successors are appomted confirmed and quahﬁed and whose
powers and -duties shall be as hereinafter prescmbed.

- Srwao. 2.’ The Said commission shall be composed of five (5) members,-three (3) Lof whom .'
shz:‘n,ll be the present Railroad Commissioners of Towa until the eﬁpiration of thei:: terms of
ofﬁce, as hereinafter provided. The terms of office of two (2)_ of said co_mmissione_rs shall
begin July 1, 1909, and continue for six (6) years. The terms of office of the two (2) Rail-
road Commlssmners which will expire December 3lst, 1910 are hereby extended to July 1,
1911, and the terms of office of their successors shall begin July 1, 1911, and continue for six
(6) yéars,- and the term of office of the Railroad. GOminissioﬁer' which will expire December

31, 1912, is hereby extended to July 1, 1913, and the 'terml of office of hig successor shall begin

July 1, 1913, and eontinue for six (6) yvears. The said commissioners shall meet at the Capi-

tol of the State and organize by electing a chairman, and shall enter upon the peﬁOMaﬁce

of their duties on July 1, 1909, and thereafter the Board of Railro'a_,d Commissioners shall cease

to exist.

‘Sme. 3. After the approval of this Act, and before the adjournmeﬁt of the -Thirty-third'

General Assembly of Towa, the Governor shall appoint two (2) competent persons, not members |
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of the same political party, as members of the said commission, Whose terms” shall begin
July 1, 1909, and expire July 1, 1915, and communicate such appointments to the Senafe. No

nominations shall be eonsidered by the Senate until the same shall have beenr referred to a

committee of five (5), to be appointed by the president_ of the Senate, without the formality o

of a motion, not more than three (3) of whom shall beIoi:tO‘ to the same.pelitieal party, which
commlttee ghall make its report to the Senate in executwe session, at any time when called for
by the Senate. The consideration of nominations by the Senate shall not be had on the same
legislative day the nominations are referred. The appointees shall be voted on separately,
and it shall -require the concurrence of two-thirds (2/U) ‘of all the members eleeted to the
Senate to confirm any appoint.ment. On the question of confirmation the ayes and noes shall
he called and entered in the Journal. The Governor shall e,t the regular session of the Thirty—

fourth General Assembly of Towa appoint two (2) competent persons as the successors of the -

‘commissioners whose terms expire July 1, 1911; the Governor shall at the regular session

of the Tﬁirty-ﬁfth General Assembly of Iew.a. appoint one (1) competent person as the success-
or of the eornmissioner whose term expires July 1, 1913. And at each regular session of the
(Yeneral Assembly thereafter next preceding the expiration of the terms of office of the commis-
.sioners, nominate their ‘STUCCESSOrY as herein provided for the term of .six (6) years, and their
nominations shall be confirmed in like manner. But if any vacancy oecur in the eommissien,
the same shall be ﬁlle_d by the G'revernor until July 1, fO‘H‘OWi_'.Ilgl' the next regular session of the
General Assembly, at which session the vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired term. -

(a) The Governor may at any time, remove any commissioner for inefficiency, neglect of
duty or malfeasance in office. Before such removal he'shell give such commissioner a copy
of the charges against him and shall fix a time when he can be heard in his own defense,
which shall not be less than ten (10) days thereafter, and said hearing shall be open to the
public. If he shall be removed the Governor shall file in the office of the Secretary of State a .

_cemplete statement of all charges made agamst Such commissioner and his findings thereon

with the record of the proceedings.

(b) No commissionér, nor the seeretery, shall hold any other office 'or position of profit or .
pursue any, other business or voeation, or serve on or under any commitiee of any politieal
part;r, but shall devote his entire time to the duties.of his office. '

. Sro. 4. The salary of the commissioners from and after.July 1, 1909, shall be three thous-

and five hundred ($3,500) dollars per annum, paid in monthly insfcallments, out of any .

" funds in the state treasury not otherwise appropriated.

* 8mc. 5. The jurisdiction, supervision, powers and duties of The Public Service Commission

- ghall extend under this Act to.all railroads -and interurban railroads, express ¢ompanies, car

companies; sleeping car companies, freight and freight line companies, and any common car-

‘rier engaged in the transportatioﬁ-of ‘passengers or freight by ra.ilroed (except etreef rail-
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roads) and to the persons or corporatlons owmng, leasmg, operating or controlhng the game;

the said commission possessing and exerclsmg all the Jurrsdletlon superv1s1on powers and

.dutlee in relation thereto that have been conferred by IaW on the Boeard of Railroad Commis-

sioners of Towa, and all other powers now conferred upon sald Board of Raﬂroad Oomrms—
eloners.

Sec. 6.  The ]'uri.sdi.ction suioervision powers and duties of The Public Service Commission
shall also extend under this Aot as heremafter provided.

1. To all street raﬂroads any portlon of whose lines lles within the State, and to the per-
sons or oorporatlons owning, operatmg, controlling or leasing said railroads, so far ds con-
eerne lthe construction, maintenanee, equipment, terminal facilities, and local transportation
fa.ci.litiesp of said street railroads Wiﬂ-li.]l the State, and to the rates of trangportation of persons
and property thereon, within the State. |

2. To SUoh portions of the lines of any other common _carrier as lies within the State, and
to the person or-oorporation ownrng, leesing, operating or controlling the same so far as con-
cerns construction, maintenance, equipment, terminal facilities, local transportation facilities, |
and rates of transportation of persons or property within the State.

3. To the manufacture, accumulation, sale and distribution of gas and el‘ectricity, or any
other medium for lighting, heat or power in said State, and to the persons or eorporatlone
prwate or mumerpal ownmg, leasing; operatmg or controlling the same.

4. To telegraphs and telephones, and their lines, offices, exchanges and equipment, within
the Sta,te. and to the persoms or corporations, private or municipal, owning, leasing, oper-
atmg or eontrolhnfr the same,. |

5. To waterworks plants, and to the d1str1but10n and sale of- Water and the sources of

supply thereof, and to the persons or corporatlons, private or- municipal, owmng, Ieasmg,

‘operating or controlling the same; and to all other public utilities as heremafter defined,; and

to the persons or eorporatlons, private or mun101pal ownmg, leasmg, operatmg or controlhng
the same. -

8ec. 7. The prinecipal office of the commission shall be at the capital of the State, and ‘the

Executive Council shall provide offices for the commission and its employes and ageﬁts either
" in the Capitol building or some other su_ita_ble place. The oomm_iesion shall hold stated meet-

ings at least once each month duaring the year at its principal office; which office shall be open

for the transaction of business each working day. It shall have an official seal, and. shall be -

eﬁpplied'trith all neeessary'books, maps, charts, stationery, office furnifure, _telephortes and

” other neeeesary ‘appliances, to be secured and pa.ld for in the same manner that similar sup-

phes to other oﬂieers and eomm1ss1oners are provided.

SEG 8. The commission shall have power to appoint as counsel thereto an attorney and

L9 P"oounsello_r of the _State of Towa, Who shall hold office durm\_g—-}thenpleaeure of the commission.
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ﬂ]ﬁe commission shall appointla'secretary to horld office during its pleasure, and whose Idutiés
shall..'bg: prescribed by the commission, and the éommission_‘shall‘ also have power to enﬁploy |
during its pleasui‘e' such officers, clerks, insp.ectors, experts and empldyes, as may be necessary
to éari*y out t.h'e provisions of this Act, or to perform the duties and exercise the powers con-~
ferred by law upoﬁ the commission; provided, hpwever, that the number of employes and com-
peﬁsaﬁon of eéoh, including counsel and secretary shall be fixed by the commission upbn'
approval by the Eztecuf_ix?e Council. Hach commissioner, and each person appointed to office
by the commission, shall, before entering upon the discharge of his duties, take and subscribe

the constitutional oath of office.” No person shall be eligible for appointrﬁent to the commi's—‘

-sion or shall hold the office of commissioner, or be appointed by the commission to hold any

office or position under the commission, who hblds any official relation to any common carrier,
or 'othle.r‘pu_blic utility or owns stocks or bonds th-eré_in, ‘over which the commission has any
jurisdietion. Neither any 'commisioner, nor any'agent nor employe of the comnﬁission_, shall
solicit, _suggeét, request or recommend, directly or indiréctlﬁr,: to any pérspn or cpxjporatior,: _
owning, leasing, ci_perating' or controlling any pﬁblic utility under the jurisdiction 0f the com-
mission, the appointment of any person to any office, place, position, or employment, with an'y.
stuch wtility. “ "

, S.E_C-- 9. Any member, officer or employe of the commission who solicits, or _otherwise_exer-

cises his influence, directly or indirectly, to induce other members, officers or emp_loyes of the

State or commission to ad_bpt hig political views, or to favor any particular person or candi-

date for office, or who shall in any mannér contribute money or other thing of value to any

person for election purposes shall be removed ffom_ his office or position by the proper é,uthox;i—_' '

ties.

Sec. 10. Any p_erspﬁ who demands or solicits from any meﬁ&ber, ofﬁcer or employe of the
dqmmissipn, ah appropriation or money Or Qt_hér thing of value for election p_urposé_s, Qr for
the payment Of expenses of any political committee or orgal_ﬂ_ization,' shall be deemed to be
guﬂty of a misdemeanor,. and shall be punishéd -accbrdingly. - |

Sue. 11; A majority of the commisgioners shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of

| any business, for the perfsormance of any duty, or for the exercise of any power of the commis-

sion, and may hold meetings of the commission at any time or place within the Sfate. Any

investigatipn, inquiry or hearing which the commission has power to undertake or hold may

‘be undertaken or held before any commissioner. All investigations, inquiries, heari.ngs' and

degisions of the commissioner shail be and be deemed to be the investigations, inquiries, hear-

/

~ings and decisiong of the gommission and every order made by a commissioner, when approved

and confirmed by the commission, and ordered filed in its pfﬁee, shall be and bédeemgd to be -
the erder of the commission. | |

Smg. 12. All procepdings of the comumission, and all doguments and records in its possession,
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‘shall be publie records, and the commission shall make an annual report to the Governor to

“correspond with the ‘date of the report‘.required of the present Railroad Commission, which

shall contain copies of all ordérs issued by it, and any information in the possession of the com-
mission which it silall deem of value to the people of the Stat’e; And either the GOVern_or or
the General 'Assembly'may call upon the éommissibn for é,ny iﬁf‘prmation‘ Whieh may be
de‘sired in relation to the conduct of 1ts busiriess.‘ The commission shall also make a ﬁnaﬁcial

rép"ort to the Executive Couneil asprovidedr 1 Section 163-2 of the-'Supp'lement‘ to the Code,

- 1907, which shall he puBIished by the Fxecutive Council as provided in Seetion 163-b of said

Suppiement to the Code.
Smc. 18, The commissioﬁ ghall have the same poWer to subpoena and compel the attend-:
ance of witnesses, and the production of books, papers, records and documents, as courts of

record, and witnesses shall be paid the same fees as for attendance therat, and shall be subject

to the same penalty for failure to obey subpoenas. All hearings before the commission or com-

missioners shall be govierned by rules to be adopted and promulgated by the commission. Nb
person shall be excused from testifying or producing:any bobks or papers in any investigation
or inquiry by or upon any hearing béfore the commission or any commissioner, when ordered
to do so by the commission, upon the ground that the festimony, evidence, boc;ks or documents
prodliced by him may teild to incriminate him or subject him to a penalty or foreftiﬁre, or .
expose hiin .to. public..ignomy; ﬁnd no person shall be prosecuted,.punished, or be subjeet to
any penalty or forfeiture for or on account of a.ny é,ct, tfansaction, matter or thing coﬁcer‘nling _'
which he shall have, undelr oath, testified or produced docuﬁlentary evidence, prﬁvided, how-

ever, that no person testifying shall be exempt from prosecution or punishment for any perjary

-committed by him in his testimony. Nothing herein contained is infended to give, or shall be

construed as in any manner giving unto any corporation any immunity of any kind.
Skc. 14. The commission shall have power to investigate and ascertain from time to time

the quality of gas, electricity, or water, or other medium for fufnishing‘ light; heat or power;

- or street car service or water service, or service of any other public utility as herein defined

supplied by persons, corporatio’ris or municipalities, examine .the methods employed by such -
ﬁersons, corporations or niunieipalitiés, in manufacturing, aceumulating, and sﬁppljrin.g' gas,
electricity, water, or dther medinm for furnishing light, heat. or power, and in tr-énslnitting the
same, and in fu'rniéhing street ca,r.service, or water s.ervilce,' or sg_arvice of dny other public
utility as herein defined. And shall have power to order such improvements in qualitylbr Ser'x'f-"
ice and Such extensioﬁs as ﬁill best promote t.he public interest, preserve the public heélth, and-
protect those using su'éh gas, électrieity, water, or other medium for furnishing heat, light, or
power, c;r'str.eet' car service, or service of o‘pher'public ﬁtili_ties.’as herein- defi:iled;' and those
employed _in the manufaé‘ture, accumulatidn and distribution thefeof,, or in the maintenance

and operation of the works and systems maintained in conriection therewith.
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Sec. 15. It‘ shall be the duty of the person or pereonsowning, managing or coﬁtrolling' any
public utility coming within the provisions of this Act to file with the commission within ninety
(90) days after the taking effect of this Act schedules showing the tgrif:fs, I'ates, tolls, and
charges within the State, for all coﬁnmo_dities_ or gervices furnished the Ipublic; and shall -also
file with the Comﬁliseion a copy of its Articles of Incorporation, and a copy of each franchise
held or claimed to be ileld and exercised by it. |

Src. 16, The commission shall have power in its discretion to preseribe uniform methods

~of keeping aceounts, records and books for each public utility under. its jurisdiction to be

observed by the persons, corporations and municipalities engaged in.carrying on the same, and

,'310 public utility shall keep any other set of books than those prescribed by the commission.

See. 17. The commission shall require every person, corpofafcion or municipality under its
supervision to submit to 1t an annual report verified by the oath of the president, treasurer, or
general mzinager or proper officer thereof, setting forth, in detail,

1. __\_The amount of its anthorized capital stock, and the amount thereof issued and outstand--
ing. . |

2. T_he iaumo_l;mt__ of its bonded indebtedness, and the amount of its bonds and other forms of

. indebtedness issned and outstanding.

3. Its receipts and expenditures during the pereceding year,..
4. The-amount paid as dividends upon its stoek and interest upon its bonds,
_5.‘Th,e: amount paid as salaries to its officers, and the amount paid as wages. to its em-
ployes. |
The location of i’es plant or plants and. systems, with a fu_ll descriptioﬁof its property_‘and all
other facts or information_pertaining to the operation and maintenance of the plant and sys-
tem, and the affairs of s-ueh person or ._eorieoration_ engeged in sueh business that may be re-
quired by the commission; s.ueh report. shall be in the form to cover the period and be sub-
nritted at the time prescribed by the commission. |
7. The commission may from time to time make changes and additions in such _for.me,. giving
to persons, eofporations or‘muil‘leipalities, six (6). months notice before the time fixed by the |
,. eoﬁmission as the expiration of the fiscal year, of any changes or additions which would require
any aiteration or change of the method of keeping accounts for the ensuing year. ..“When any
“such report is defective or believed to be erroneous, the commission shall no‘tify_ the persons,
cofperations, or municiplalities making such report, to amend the same within thirty (SO)l
days. The commission may extend the time herein limited for cause shown,
Sec. 18. The commission shall appoint inspectors for gas, electricity? and water meters, and
meters for measuring any other medium for furnishing light, heat or power, or other commod-
ity furnished to the public by the public utilities under its jurisdiction, whose duty it shall be,

~when required, to inspect, examine, prove and ascertain the aceuracy of any and all such meters
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used or intended to-be used and -when found to be,or made to be correct, the inspector shall stamp
or mark a,nd seal all such meters, and each of them with .some smtable stamp or device and

seal, which device and seal shall be recorded in the office of the commission. The commission

- shall have power to provide for thelins.peetion, testing and proving of all meters, and for
. stamping and sealing meters which have been inspected and approved, and to. e'stablish‘ the

fees therefor. Kvery person or corporation furnishing gas, electricity or water shall provide

and keep in and upon its premiseS'suitable appa.ratus to be approved and Stamped or marked

by the inspector of the commlssmn for testmg and proving the accuracy of gas, eleetrlelty and

Water meters furmshed for use by it, and by which apparatus every meter may and shall be tested
on the written request o.f the consumer to whom the meter ghall be furnished, in hig presence, or
in the presence of his agent, if hle so desiress. If any cons.umer.to whom a meter has been -
furnished: shall request the commission, in writing, to inspect such meter, the commission shall
have.the sarhe tnspected and tested, and if the same on being so. tested shall be found to be -
defective or 1neo1°reet within such limits as shall be fixed by the eommission by rule adopted
and promulcrated .to the preJudlce of the consumer, the 1nspector shall order the gas, electric

or W.ater corporation forthwith to remove the same, and fo place mstead thereof a correct

. meter, :a.nd the expense of such ingpection and test shall be borne by the eorporation; if the -

same on being so tested shall be found to be slow or correct within the limits preseribed toy
the commission, the expense of such inspection and test shatl ‘be. borne by the consumer. A
uﬁi.form reasoﬁab]e charge shall be fixed by the commission for this service. | |

Sre. 19. Anj} person, or private or paunieipal corporation, under the jurisdietion of t]ie. com-
missi(‘)'m‘, may issue stocks, bonds, notes, warrants, or other evidence'ef .indeb_tednesslpayable ‘
at periods of more than twelve (°12‘) months after the date ther_e.of, Whetl necesgary, for the.
acquisition of property, the eonstrtletion, completion extension or improvemeldt of its plant or
distributing system, or for the improvement or maintenance of its service, or for the dis-

chatge or lawful refunding of its lawful obligations, provided, and not otherwise, that there

~shall have been secured from the commission an order authorizing such issue, and the amount

thereof, and stating that in the opinion of the commission the use of 'the capital to be secured |
by the issue of such stock, bonds, notes, warrants, or other evidence of indebtedness, is reasoﬁ-
ably required for the said purposes of the corporation. For the purpose-of enabling the eoﬁ;—

mission to determine whether or not it shall issue such an order, the commission shall make such

inquiry or investigation, hold such meetings, and examine such witnesses, books and papers,

documents or contracts as it may deem of importance in enabling it to reach a defermination .
but' sueh person, eorpor'ation or h:mnieipal eo‘rporation may tssue notes or ‘other evide_nc_e of
indebtedness for proper eorporete purposes not in violation of any provision of this or any
other law, payable at periods of not more than twelve {(12) months without such consent. Such

notes or other evidence of indebtedness shall not, in whole or in part, directly or indirectly, be




18

19

e = THNNE =1 M "SR L Sy )

e S S S
B W RO

15

16
Y

18

19

N,

© w

10
11
12

13

14

15

16

e e T e o A A S o P bt e

refanded by any isste of stock or bonds, or by any other eviderice of indebtedness running for -
‘moreé than twélve (12) months without the consent of the’ commission.
‘Snc‘ 20, The ‘oom.rti'ie'éi'on may institute action upon its 'own'irbntioﬁ- or ‘up'on being served

Wlth a oertlﬁed oopy of & resolution’ adopted by the oounoll of any ‘city or town in the State,

'moludlng those acting tnder speolal eharter and on the oowm1ss1on plan in which: afy person
or corporation _or_mummpahty 18 'authorlzedr to manufacture, sell or supply gas or eleetrrelty,
ot any other medium for heat, ltght or power, or to 's‘upply‘trater;: or telegraph or telephone
.'or"street"oar‘ service,” or other eervioe or commoditjr as a puhli‘o' utility, or mpon complaint in- _

" writing of not less than one hundred’ (100) customers or: patrons of sueh public ut111ty, elther:

as to the means, quahty or efﬁoleney of servme or rates or’' prloe of the oommodlty or servme :

farnished and delivered in such municipality, by any. person, corporation, or municipal eorpo— B

ration, the ‘commission shall investigate as to 'the cause of such complaint. “When such com-

" plaint ‘is made th_e commissio:h may by its ag'ents,'experts, and inspectors examjne and inspect

* the works, system, plant and methods used by such person or corporation, or municipal cor-

poration, in aceumulating, manufacturing, transmitting and supplying such commodity or ser-
vioe, and may examine, or cause to be examined, the books and papers of such person, corpora-

t1on or municipal corporatlon pertaining to the manufacture, aceu.mulatmn sale transmission

‘and supply of such oommodlty,or service. The form and contents of oomplamts as made and '

provided in this section' shall be as provided by the eommissioﬁ Such oomplai_nts when made
by the consumers or patrons shall be signed by them, who must add to thelr signatures their
place of res1denee, by street and number if any A

SEo 21 Before proeeedmg u_nder a eomplamt ag provided in the plecedmg seclion, the com-

" mission shall cause notme of such oomplamt and the purpose thereof to be served upon the per-

son, corporatlon or mume1pahty affected thereby, toofether with a copy of said complamt with

the names attached thereto.: Such person, corporation or mun1o1pahty shall have an opportun—

1ty to be heard in 1espeet to the matters oomplamed of, at a time and plaee to ‘be specified in
such notice. After sueh 1nvest1gat1011 ag may have been made by the commigsion, its oﬂieers :
agents, examiners or inspectors, and after a hearmg, the _eornmlssmn may, by ‘order fix the
reaeohable pr.ice ot’ gas or eleotrioity, or any otrher. meolium for furnishing heat, light or
power, or of tvater, or telegraph or telephone, or street car service, or other service or eom-
modity:furnishe('i as a pubhe utiltty, to be charged by lsuoh_ person or private or munioipal co‘r- !
polration";ro_r rrray order such improvement in the accumulation, manufacture, supply, thans-
mission or distribﬁttoh‘-thereof,‘ or ih'the serviee or methods employed by such person, corpo-
ration or rhaﬁioipality‘ae', in’its jﬁdgment wﬂl improtre the"sa:me The prie'e' 80 ﬁxed by. the
commission shall be the price to be oharged by such person eorporatlon or munlelpahty for gas,' 3
e1eotr101ty, or other medmm for heat 11ght or power or Water or telegraph or telephone, or

street car gervice, or other service or commod1ty, furmshed as a pubhe utility, ungil the eom--
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mission shall upon complaint as provided for in this section, again. fix the 'priee thereof, unless

suspended or sef aside by'a court of oomp‘etent jurisdietion' In determininw‘the price fo be

-charged for any suoh oommodlty or service the commission may consider all faots Whlch in its

Judcrment have any bearmg upon the prope1 determmatlon of the quesﬁon a,lthough not set

'out in the complamt and. not. w1th1n the allegationg therem and shall prowde rates. sufﬁclent

for the charging off, in all cases, of a reasonable depreclatmn, sufﬁelen.t over and ebove .the ex- .
pense of maintenance- to keep the property in a state of efficiency. corresponding with the prog-
ress of the industry. |

The money in the depleomtmn fund may be expended in new eonstructlons extensmns of or

-addltlons to the property of such public utﬂlty, and any income from the investment. of said

fund shall be carried therein. Sald fund and the proceeds thereof shall be used for no. other
pul_“pose than depreciation, and as.provlded in this section..

‘The rates;_ service, regu]aﬁons, practices and methods of measurement fixed by the-commis-
ston shall be just and 'reasonable',.-and not be uﬁjustly. disoriﬁinafory,. nor such as to allow ﬁp-
fair competition. Any public ‘uffility‘ may,.'at any time, by complaint in Writing, invoke. the action

of the commission as to matters within the jurisdiction of the commission affecting such pub-

lie utility, and an investigation shall be mad'e,‘ and a hearing had thereon, and the matter' de-

_termined as provided i:n this act. -

When any oomplamt is made by any pub]lc utility, as herein prov1ded the commmsmn shall
cause notice thereof to be served on the mayor of the city or town Wherem sald pubho utﬂlty
iz located, or has its principal ofﬁee for the condnet of its business.

The'commission may enfo'rce its orders by apppopriate actions in the courts, and may, in'its -
discretion, i.ni_:ervene.in-- actions where the public interest requires it. |
: Skc. 22, The oonimiseion may, in its discrefion,L upon application. of. either:pa,ﬂ;y; to. the
proeeeding, grant a re-ﬁeariﬁg, and in such event, or. in- case any order of the commission is

brought in question before any court of competent jurisdiction, the person, oorporatioh_. or -

.municipality conducting the public utility affected by said order shall not be required to: com-

ply therewith until there s'hall‘ be a final adjudication upon the questiohs involved, provided
such u.tility givee a good and sufficient bond guaranteeing such compliance in- oase the order
shall be held to be legal and valid. |

Sro. 23. Every order of the commission shall be served upon the person or corporation con-

. duetmg a utlhty {0 be affected thereby, elther by personal delivery of a certified oopy thereof, or
by mailing a certified copy thereof in a sealed package, with postage prepaid, to his proper post-

office address; or, in case of a corporation, on any officer or agent thereof upon whom an

original notice might be served in a civil action. Tt shall be the duty of every person or cor-

- poration or municipality to notify the commission forthwith, in writing, of the. receipt of the

- certified copy of every order so served, and in case of a eorporation- such notice must be. signed- .

A
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by a person or officer duly authorized by it 'to_ admit such service, and every person, corpora-
tion and municipality upon whom it is served, must, within thirty (30) days, if so required by

the order, notify' the commission in like manner whether or not the terms of the order are

accepted and will be obeyed. Everrorder_of the commission s_héll take effect at the time

. therein specified, except. as otherwise provided, and shall' continue in force for the peziod therein

designated, unless earlier modified: or abrogated by the commission, or suspeﬁded by an order
of court, or unless such order be unauthorized by this-or any other act; or be in violation of
the constitution of the State or the United States.

Szc. 24. All actions and proceedings under this act; and all-actions and proceedings com- ﬁ

- menced and prosecuted_- by order. of the commission, and-all aétions and pr()'ceedingé in which
~ e¢ither the commigsion or th.erpeople' of the State of Towa may be pf;l.rties, and in which any

questioni arises under this act, 01“ under 6f-concerni’ng any order or action of the -commissidn,
--shall be preferred over ;all other civil causes in all courts of the State, and shall be heard and,

determined in preference to all other civil business pending therein',rirre'spective of position on

the calendar.  The same preference shall be granted upon ap'ﬁlieation of counsel of the com- -

‘8 migsion in any action or proceeding in ‘which it may be allowed to intervene: =

" 8mc. 25. The several public utilities affected by this act shall have the right to exercise the

franchises and privileges which they now have, or which may hereafter be granted to them

“'s56 long as they comply with the provisions of this act and the o'rders.'bf the commission held to

" be valid under 'the-pi'ovisibns of the-constitution of the __State of Towa and of the United States.

Sec. 26. No person or corporafion, incorporated under the laws of this or any other State,

- nor any municipal corporation; shall exercise any right or privilege under any franchise

granted hereunder, or under any franchise heretofore granted and in foree, for the purpose of

'--éﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁtiﬁg"a.new plant, without first 11a:xring obtained the permission and -approv’ai of the

commission; before such permission shall be granted a certified copy of the articles of incor-
poration of such corporation shall be filed inthe office of the commission, together Wiﬂl a'veri- .
fied statement of the president- and secretary of the corporation showing that it has rensived
the required consent of the proper municipal authorities. W’henev'er any publié utility is far-
ﬂi‘Shing adetluaté serviee”and supplying the reasonable wants of the people of the city or
dommunity in which it is operating, and oomplyingw.ith the orders of the commission as pre-
scribed, the commission shall not grant to any other public utility the right to eompete with -
said public utility, engagéd in similar service, until after a public hearing of all pé,ljties mter-
ested, and a finding by the commissioﬁ that public convenie_noe aﬁd neeessjty require such second
public utility; and n;) municipality shall hereafter conétruct or equip any such plant where

there is in operation any sueh puhlic utility under the jurisdiction of the commission engaged

“in similar service without first securing from the commission a finding, after a public hearing

-of all pdrties interested, that public convenience and necessity require such additional public
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utﬂify, but nothing herein' shall be construed to - prrevenﬁ: muniéipalitieé from - acquiring any
pubhc 111;1111;y in aceordance with any existing contract. If a certificate of authorlty s refused
no furthel proceedmors shall be taken before the commission, but a new appllcatlon may be made '
therefor one (1) year after a,nd f-r()m the date of such refusal.

Sec. 27. The term ‘‘public ufility” as used in.this act shall mean dnd embrace,' in addition
to those specifically n‘arﬁed in this act every person,’cdrporation, eompany,"ﬁartnefship,. OT asg0-

ciation of persons, their lessees, trustees or receivei’s appointed by any court whatsoever or

‘otherwise and every town or city, iﬁcluding cities acting' under special charter and the :commils-

sioﬁ_ plan, that now or hereafter may own, operate, manage or control any pl_aht or equipment,

or any part of a plant or equipmént, withiﬁ the State, for conducting any publie ﬁtilitjr in this

"act specifically named. And the term “public utility’’ shall also mean and embrace district

felegpoh eompanies and associations and also elevators and 'elev:ator companies, and ware-
houses and ware- house companies which i issue ‘ware-house eert]ﬁcates as provided in Ghapter
10 Title 15, of the Code, and amendments thereto; and the persons, . eorpora.tlons or associa:
tions owning, operatmg or controlling the same.

~ Szc. 28, There is hereby appropriated out of any funds in the State treasury not otherwise
appropriated a suﬂﬁclent amount w1th which to pay sa.larles of the comn:ussmners and all its
appointees and employes and for the purpose of carrymg out the provisions of thls act. The
commission shall present to the Executive Council itemized, verified statements of expendi-
tures, and no warrants shall be drawn therefor except on the approval of the Executive Coun-
cil. Such verification must be madre by the persons incurring the expense or having personal
knowledge; thé-reof. A |

Sec. 29. On and after July 1; 1909, the Publie Service Commission shall posséss and exer-
cise all the powers conferred upon and perform all the duties required of',the"'Executive
OO‘U]EIGﬂ of the State of Towa by Chapter 71 of the acts of the Thirty-second (feneral Assembly
in so far as relates to public serviee corporations as defined by this aet, and on and after said
date the Executive Councﬂ shall cease to exercise said po_werrs an/d perform gaid duties.

Sso. 30. Any_pérson violating any of the provisions of this act shall be deemed guilty of a .
migdemeanor and on conviction shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundi"ed ($500}
dollars, or imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding thirty (30) days. |

Skc. 31. The pc;wers héretofore conferred by the General Assembly on cities and towns,
and 611 cities aetil_ig under special charters and under the commission plan, to fix the charges |
for méters, or to r'égulatie and fix Jc.he rates or service of water, gas, electric light, or other Ipublic
utilities, and the peﬁod of duration of their franchises, and all other powers heretofore con-
forred on such cities a:ﬁd towns, which are in confliet with'this act, are hereby repéaled, but
such repeal shall not deprive any person, corporation or municipality of any vested right, nor

affect any pending litigation, nor shall any law affecting railroads, interurban railroads, ex- -
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press companies, car companies, sleeping car companies, freight and freight line companies, or -

any common carrier engaged in the transportation of passengers or freight, or any pérson, cor-

poration or subject over which the Board of Railroad Clommissioners has jurisdiction or con-

trol be repealed or be modified by this act unless expressly 50 _provided.

Sec. 32. No pubic Service corpora,lfcion as defined in this act, éxcept 1‘a,illway._ éorbbréfions, :
shall furnish any free service to any person, firm or corporation or any service at a lower pfice
than thé,i;.. charged other persbns, firm or corporations. ﬁNo_r shall any r,ailwayl corpo'r'ation fﬁ_r-:

nish any free service to any member of the commission herein contemplated; nor to any offi-

cer or employe-thereof; nor shall any such corporation furnish to such commissioners or em-

ployes. thereof any _serviee_at a lower pric_e' than that charged other individuals.

- SEq.' 33. This act, being deemed of immediate importance, shall take effect and be in for_(ée"
Jﬁfrom and after its passage and Iappll'qvall and publication-in the R_egister and Leader and Des

Moings Daily Oapi_tal,.newspapérs_published_inr Des Moines, Towa. ..
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