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'F(nt AN ACT TO 'REvrSK THE'LAW RELATING TO THE "SENTENCE AND COMMI1'

, M'ENT m'PERSONS CONVICTED' OF· GRIME, AND PROVWIN G .FOR A SYSTEM OF 

.REFORM AN [) PAROLE, AN D 'ro 'OREAl' E !THENEOESSARY m' FICEES THEREFOR, 

, - , ' 

• 

DEFIN1NG.THEIR POWERS AND DUTIES; AND TO .FJXTHEIRCOMBENSA~'ION, 
• 

nm APPROPRIATING THE MONEYNECESSAR,Y TO,OARRY ,TJiE SAME INTO 
• 

• 

EFFF:O'r,AND TO REPEAL ALL AOTtl AND 'PARrl'SOB' ACTS IN.CONFLICT. THERE-

WITH. 

, , . - , '- , 

BE IT' ENAOTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE I:lTATE OF IOWA: . , . , , . . . , 
• • • 

. . . " " 

. . . , " . ' • • 

, 

" ,:' 

.,' '" -I:,,',.' 

Se~tion LHereafterthe penitentiary at Anarriosa shaJlbebfficiallyknow'nand' designated 
. ' .'.,' , , .. , " , 

as "The Reformatory," and.in law shall be treated andregai'ded as the reformatory department 
, ", -'" 

3 of the state penitentiary of Iowa, 
,j"." ',.' 

Sec, 2, All male persons who shall be committed to the periitentiary for.any crime com-
" ' , - • 

2 mitted after th'e fonrth day of July, 1906, and who at the time of commitment are between 

3 . the ages of sixteen and thirty years shalI be confined in the reformatory and be snbject to alI 
• • 

, , . " , . " , 

4 laws, rnles and regnlations provided for the government of the same, provid'ed,'however, that 

5 all male persons committed to life imprisonment or for treason shall be kept in the peniten-
• • 

6 tiary at Ft, Madison, , 

. 
• 

Sec. 3, The criminal ins.an8 shall continne to be confined in the .insane department at 

• 

2 Anamosa, as provided in section fifty-seven hnndred and nine of the Oode. 
, 

Sec. 4, . A.ny male prisoner confined in the Reformatory may be trangferred to the peniten-
• • 

2 tiaryat Ft, Madison npon order afthe Board of Oontrol, for violation of the rules of the Reform-. . 

3 atory, or for insnbordin,ation, and a like transfer may be ordered by said Board when ever it 

4 shall be of the opinion t):tat a prisoner is not a hopeful snbject for Reformatory treatment.. 
• • 

Sec, 5, If it shall appear any time after conviction and incarceratiDn in the Reformatory 

2 that a prisoner was over thirty years of age at the time of commitment, he may be at once 

3 transferred to the prison at Ft, Madison and he may likewise be transferred if it shall appear' , 
, . 

4 that he has twice before been convicted.of a felony either in Iowa or elsewhere. . , 

Sec, 6,' The Board of Oontrol may retain' in the Reformatory such persons as have been or 
• 

2 are committed to th .. penitentiary at· Anamosa for crimes committed on or prior to J nly 4,1906, 

, , 
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3 . except that an persons corivicted'6fmurder' in the nrst'degreeand ail persons sentenced to 
" . , 

4 life imprisonment shall be kept and confined in the prison at Ft. Madison and a transfer~hall 
- . -, 

- , ' , . ,.' 

5 be made within reasonable time after July 4th, 1 ~06, from the Reformatory to the prison at 
• 

6 Ft. Madison of the persuns named iu this exception. 

Sec. 7. Whenever there is nnoccupied room in the lteformatory, the Bo.rd of Controlin its 
. . 
',)"" .'" -

2 discretion transfer from the prison at l!:ort JVI~~lisoriwell behayed and most promising convicts 
". - ":-~,-'> :- - - .,', . , ' , •. 

3 who are confined for their first offenses.' 
.... ,',' ,; '.' ,', , . ., . ' - . 

Sec. 8. The discipline to be observed in the Reformatory shall be reformative, and the Board 
<,' . ',.-,' "', .' - "., ' 

, -,,' , " " 
, . 

, ' . , 
2 of C01;trol may use such means of reforma:yipn consiste:nt . with the' security and improvement 

, , , 
.' . , '\",-,/ 

\ 
\ 

, 

3 of the prisoners, as they may deem expedient. Tne prisoners may be employed in agricultnral, 
, . ,. ' . I ,.,,' _ '.' . , 

4 l;'echani.cal o~otherlal:lOr as a means 01 securing.their support and reformation; they may be 
. , 

5 . used to quarry stone, manufacture material and artides of merchandise for use in that or other 
.. 

6 state iustitntio'us, so long as the production of the same shall not ll1terfere with the reform a-

7 to'ry treatment of the inmates of the Reformatory, 
, 

Sec. 9. The BJarJ of CJntrol sh'tll be authorized to employ the prisoners confined in the 

2 Reformatory upon any contract the State of Iowa may have heretofore ma(le for prison labor, 

3 hut no contract shall hereafter, be made and entered into by the State of Iowa, whereby the 

4 labor of the prisoners at the Reformatory shall be sold for a per diem wage. 
, 

Sec. 10, The Board of Control shall cause to be entered in a register the date of the ad mis-

2 sion 01 each prisoner to the lteformatory, the age, name, nativity and nationality of such . . . 

, 

3 prisoner, and all snch other ascertainable facts relating to parentage and early social infiu-
• 

4 . ence as seem to indicate the constitutional and ~cqnired defects and tendencies of the prisoner 

5 and, based npon these, an estimate of Ghe present condition of the then prisoner and the best 

6 probable mode of treatment. There shall also be entered upon such register, quarterly or 

7 oftener, minntes of observed improvement or deteroriation of character, notes .as to met.hods 
. 

1;. of treatment empIoyed, all orders or alterations affecting the standing or situation of sllch 

9 prisoner, the circumstances of his final release and any sllbseqnent facts relating to bis per-
• 

10 sonal history which may be brought to their lmowled.:e. 
. ' 

Sec. 11. The Board of Control shall make rules providing for the employment, discipline, 

2 instrnction and edncation of the prisoners confined in the Reformatory. All rules adopted and 
• , 

. 3 in force shall be printed and a copy thereof distrihuted to each officer and. employee. Each 

4 Prisoner shall be furnished with a copy of the rules relating to the government of the inmates. 

t:lec. 12. The Board of Oontrol shall adopt for the Reformatory a nniform set of marks by 
, 

2 means of which shall be determined the number of marks or credits to be earned hy each 

3 prisoner confined in such Reformato'ry, as the condition of increasing privileges or ofrecom-

4 mend.ation for release from the ,Reformatory, which system shall be snbject to revision from 
• 

5 
• time to time. Each prisoner shall be credited for ,good personal demeanor, diligence in labor 

') ...... . •... . .. ..... . .. . .. ... .. . . 

, 

. , 
• 

• 
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'6 and study, aud for resaits accomplished,aud snail '])e'cliargedfor 'dereliction; negligen~e aria 
, ' 

, , . - . . 
7 offenses. Each prisouer's account of marks or credits shall he madekridw'n to him as often as 

, . " . i , , 
• • • - \ : 

8 oncein each month: 'rhe Board of C()ntrol shal1in ake 'rnlesby which 'each 'pris()n~r spall be 
. i , ' . 

9 permitted to see and converse witb some member of,the Board of Control' at stated periods, ' 

Sec, 13. Wheuever any persOn over the age olsixteen, tried· for auy, felony cOlI)-lllitted 
• 

2 after JuJy4, 1906, is found guilty of such offeuse or auy includedofl'ense whichispuqish abJe 
, ' 

. . , . 

3 by imprisoumeutiu the penitentiary,'except treasouor murder in the first or second degree, 

4 heshall be sentenced to the penitetrtiary;andthe court imposing such sentence shall not fix 
, 

5 the limit or duration of the same, bnt 'the term 01 such 'imprisonment sh'llinot be less than , 
, 

. 6 one year nor shall it exceed the maximum term provided by law forthe crime of which the " 
• 

7 prisoner was convicted; provided, that il a prisoner be sentenced to the penitentiary lor two or 
. . . 

. . 

8 more separate offenses atrdthe second or further term ill ordered to begin at the expiration of 

\) the first, and such succeeding term 01 sentence is specified in the order. of com1llitment, the 

10 several terms shall for the purpose 01 this act be constraedas One continuoa, tSl'fDolimprisotl-
• 

11' ment; and provided, th"t where one is convicted 01 a felony that is pllnishable hy imprison-

12 'mentinthepenitentiary, or by fitle, or by imprisonment in the countyjail,or both,the conrt 
. . 

13 ;'may impose the lighter sentence ifit shall so elect. 

8ec, 14, There is hereby created a board, to be known as the "Board of Parole" to com;ist 
, " . ' , . , , " . , 

2 of three electors of the State, not mOl'ethan two'of whom shall be members of tbe iame politi 
• 

3 dl party .. One member of said Board shall bea'duly licensed attorney-at-law, 

4 . pilor'to the adjonrllliient ofthil Thirty-first Gene'ral Assembly, the Governor with the advice 

5 and consent of the Senate inexeimtive session shall appoint the members of said Board, who 
- , . 

6 shall hold office as designated by the Governor for the term of one, three, and. five years 
. . . 

. 7 respectively; and allsnbseqnent'appointments shaH be 'made as above provided and shall be 

8 for a term of six years, except appointments to fill vacancies which shall be for the un ex-
, 

'9 pired term. The Governor,at thetiineof 'making snchappointment, shall designate the 

10 'persou appointed for the long term as chairman of the Board. Whenever a vacancy shall 
. . 

" ' , 

11 occnr in the chairmanship, the Governor shall designate his snccessor, The terms of the 
, 

12 members first appointed shall commence'July first, 1906, 

13 The chairman shall receivB a salary of three thonsand dollars per year and his actnal 
I 

14 expenses when absent from the Capitol on official business, and shall devote all his time tothe 
. . 

15dnties of his office, The other members of the Board shall receive as compensation the snm 

16 of ten ,dollars per day for time actually employed, and their actual expenses while so engaged, 

17 The per diem allO'\~ed each member shall not, however, exceed the sam of seven hnndred fifty 

18 dollars in auy one year, 

19 The Board of Parole may employ a competent secretary, who shall receive a salary not to 

• 

, 

, 

, 

20 exceed fifteen hnndred dollars per year, They may employ such other employees as 'the { 

, ", ' 

, 
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21 Executive Oouncil may authorize by written resolution. 

22'A 'siiitfibj~'Sffice'i\l'theCapitolshil;n be proviil:edforthe use.ofsaidBoar~'iwith, suchJul'l)i-' 

23 tUr~ 'il}!:.doffice supplies ':'!s~hal1f~aS()riablybenecessaFyfor the use of the· same, ." 
! 1 /, "' -. ,'. ,., ' • • 

24 ." Tlie'BoardsuaJi bieet'quart6'rlY'Lt th'e Oitpitol; an<ht each'perirtentjary,' and oftener jiit 
, 

25 shalibedeelil'~d necessary: " ' .....•. , ' ..... . .' .,_:'" . \,>,_., .. 
- ',1 •• , _",'-'. ".,', -.', ,'- .,'" "- , 

• 

. ,"j","",., "",., '" -""",,- -" ,-

. Sec. 15,' . There is hereby'appropriat(id 'from: any f,iitdsin"theState 'l'reasuty,not otherw,ise 
• , _,',1."" ".-,'_' e, , - '" ,,' " . 

2 appropriated,suffieiel1t thereof to pay tbe salarIes and exp~hdihites herei n' authOrized. 
, '. ~ , ,'" 0, ,," • ' 

. Sec, 16. , .• _. - - " t· , 

. 'l'hesecretary' aoii'otheremployees shaUbe ent1tl"ed 'to their necessary traveling 
- ' -, 

, .. ""'-"""",,-,,,.,:,:;., "",- '-

2 expenses, by the nearest traveled 'and practicable route,' Il1Gutre<l'in going fro' 'mD€s'Moines . 
, 

3 to the 1;~l1itentiariis or other places in the State when on officialbusiness. No expenditure for 
'-', '- ... ' -, , 

4 travelil1g expenses to other scates shall bli'tnadebythe Board or any officer or. agent thereof, . 
" ',.,," . " ' ' ' 

5 \mless the authority to Inake sneh trip is granted at a meeting'of the Board; upona written reso-

S lution, adopted by the BJmi, wb.ich shall SGLte th~ pllrpose olsuch trip andthe reason the same 
, 

7 is deemsi necessary. E,'uergency tt'ips ma,ybe' made upon written order of the chairmau, 

8 which shall be reported to the Board at its next meeting. • • 

• 

Seo.17. 
" , . , - , 

Before any expenses or per diem of the members of the Board, any officer or agent 

2 +'::<3reof, or any expense i~curred by others ullder the direction of the Board, shall be paid, a 

3 minutely itemized statemeut of such expenditures shall be presented to the proper authority, 

4 duly verified; which certification shall a.ver that the expense bill is just, accurate aud true, and' 
• • 

5 is claimed for cash expenditures or cash disbursements truly and actually paid and made to the 
, 

. 

6' parties n~m2d, as showuby said statement. Unless the statement is so verified and duly . . 
• 

7 audited, p~ymellt there')f sllall uot be mYle. The expense bills of the members of the Board, 

8 the secretary and its other employees, when so verified, shall be presented to ,the Executive 

9 OJullcil fOI' their writtell audit before p.1ymeut is made. The salaries and actual expenses of 
• 

10 the Board, the secretary and other employees, shall be paid monthly, by the Tre:l,surer of the 

11 State, upon warrantof the Auditor of State . 

. Sec, 18. The Board of Parole shall have power to establish rules and regulations under 
• 

2 which it may allow prisoners within the penitentiaties to go upon parole ontside of the peni-

.3 tentiary buildings, enclosures and appurtenances, bnt to remain while on parole in·the legal 
• 

4 custody and under the control of the said Board of Parole aud snbject, at any time, to b~ taken 
• 

5 back and confined ~ithin the penitentiary; and the Board shall have full power to enforce 

6 such rnles.and regulations and to re-take and re,imprison any convict upon parole. The order 

7 of said Board certified hy its secretary, shall be a sufficient warrant for any peace officer to 
, 

8 arrest and take into actual custody, or to return to the penitentiary specified in the order, any 

9 prisoner conditionally released or paroledhy said Board; and it is hereby made the duty of all 

10 peace officers to execute such order, the same as any other criminal process, and shall receive,' 

11 the s[lllle fees as a sheriff for like services, the same tf) be paid from the ordinary expense fuud . . 

• , 

, . 

• 

. ) 
" 

, 
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12 of the penitentiary. But no person shall. be released.on parole before the expira.tion of the 
, 

13waximum term ,provided by, Jaw for the P!1ntshment of the crime of which he was convicted,. 
. . ' :. 

, 

14 ,until th,e, Board of~(lrole sh[ill ha.v!) satisfaQtory evidence that arrangements have been made 
- ,- -" - , , , 

15 for his employment for at least six months with some suitable. employer.· The time when a 
, , 

16 ,prisoner is upon parole or absent from the penitentiary shall not be held to apply upon his 

17 ,.sen.tenqe, ,if he shall violate the term~ of hi;;, parole, 
-.1" ' , . 

Sec,)9" . It shall be the quty of .the Board of Parole to keep in communication, so far as pos-
, " , " " ',' ,', - " . 

, .' 

2 sible,)'Vith.all persons who are on parole, and 'when, in their opinion any prisoner who has 
, 

3. served ,not less than six months of his parole acceptably has given such evidence as is deemed 
. ' 

4, reliable and trustworthy, that he is an,d will continue to be a law abiding citizen, and that his 
, 

5 final release is not incompatible with the welfare of society; and when the said Board of 
, . , 

, 
6 Parole shall have procured, a.s f(lr as possible, all facts relating to the history of such paroled 

, . 

7 prisoner, both before and after his confinement and parole; his record while detained, his rec-

8 ord while on parole, together with any facts relating to his antecedent life, the Board of Parole 

9 shall recommend to the Governor .the discharge of. said prisc,uer from further liability under 

10 his sentence. Said recommendation shall' be entered qn a proper: record, kept by said Board. 

11 . for that purpose, and a certified copy of the order. of discharge, when made, by the GovernOJ: . , 

12 shall be filed with the clerk of theconrt in which said prisoner was sentenced to said peniten-

13 tiary. 
• 

Sec. 20. Nothing in this act contained shall be construed as impairing the power of theGov-

2 ern or, under the laws and the constitution, to grant a pardon or commutation of sentence in 

3 any case: . 

Sec. 21. Upon the • release of any prisoner upou parole, he shall, be furnished with clothing 

2 aud money as provided in section 5684 of the Code, and transport",tion to his place of employ-. 

ment, provicl.ed that no further allowance shall be made if final discharge is granted while on 

4 parole, 

Sec. 22, It shall be the duty of the Board of Parole, under the direction of the government, 
. , 

2 to take charge of all correspondence in reference to the pardon of persons con victed of crimes, 

3 ~and to carefully investigate each application aud to file its recommendation with the Governor, , 

4 with its reasons for the same. 
, . 

Sec. 23, All acts and parts of acts which are in conflict with this act are hereby repealed, . 
• 

2 inso far as they shall apply to persons convicted of crimes committed after the 4th day of J aly, 
, 

3 1906, This act shall not operate, however, to repeal any of the laws now in forCe, in so far as 
, 

4 they shall relate to any persons that have heretofore been convicted of a crime under the laws 
, 

5 of tile state ofIowa, or to any persons that shall hereafter be con vict-ed oLa crime committed 

6 on or before the 4th day of July, 1906, aud the rights under the law of all prisoners that now 

7 are or may hereafter be committed to the penitentiary for crimes committed on or prior to the 

• 

--- -----, ----------"------', --'--'-'-----~------
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4th day o! July, 1906, are expressly preserved to them.' This act shall not operate iiI any way 
. ,,' .', , .. '.-" '-,' , 

'9 torepeal any laws that refer to the sentence of persons hereafter convicted of murder in Hie 
, 

10 firlt or second degree, or treason. 

Sec. 24. ' It shall be the duty of the clerk of any court in which a prisoner shall be sen-
, . . , . , 

2 tenced to the penitentiary, to furnish the Boa,rd of Parole a record containing a, copy of the, 
, 

. '-'" .. 
3 indictment, with the minutes of" testimony attached thereto; the name and residence of the , 

. -' ... ." . 
4 judge presiding at the trial, and of the county attorney who prosecuted the prisoner, also the 

. .. . , . 

5 jurors and the witnesses sworn at the trial. The county attorney who prosecuted said prisoner ., ' 

, -" '.,., '. """ ' 

6 and the presiding judge shall, whenrequ8sted by the Board of Parole, ftirnisli to it'a full state-, 

7 mentof all the facts and circumstances connected with the commission of the crime of which -
. , '. ,,-- , " " 

8 the prisoner is convicted, so far as known or believed by them. , 

Sac. 25.' The Board of Parole may render such, assistance as maybe deemed necessary to , 

" ," . - , , . . . " 

2 'the success of the pa,role system provided in this act, in the procuring of employment with 
-., , -, -,' ' ' 

3 trustworthy employees for prisoners about to be paroled; and'necessary expenses incident 

4 thereto, not already provided for, shaH be paid as other expenses oithe Boa,rd. 
, '"" ,.t ~_,',_ ",,_ ,.,"" " "', " 

5 ", IT Is HERERY MADE THE DUTY OF EVERY public officer to whom iriquiryrhay be addressed 
, 

" "' ,,', . .'- - j'" .•.. , -". " '-', ". - -' ., 

6 by the Board of Parole, concerning any prisoner to give said Board all iIiformation possessed 
, 

7 'or accessible to him which may throw light upollthe question oithe 
, , 

, 

fitness of, 
, 

said' prisoner 

8 to recei ve the'benefits of parole. 
, t '" , " ,,-,., ',' • 

'" Sec, 26. This act, being deemed of immediate importance, shall take effect ,and be in force 
, ' , 

2 from and after its publication in the Register and Leader and the Des Moines Daily, Capital, 
, 

3 newspapers published in Des Moines, Iowa, 

, 

.,' ..' . 

, " , , 

, 

, 

, 


