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HOUSE lTILE N:O. 239-BY POWEl{S . AGRICULTURE 

• • 

FOR AN ACT REGULATING THE HANDLING OF ~'UEIGH'r IN CARLOAD LOTS BY 
• 

RAILROAD COMPANIES, SHIPPERS AND CONSIGNl<~ES, AND EQUALIZlNG CAR 

SERVICE CHARGES AND PENAL'l'IES,FOlt THE USE AND DETENTION OF CAHS 

AND FAILURE TO FURNISH CARS AND TRANSPOR'l' THE SAME. 

BE IT ENAOTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
• 

Section l. That any railroad company using steam as a motive power and engaged as a 
, 

2 common carrier in the transportation of freight in carload lots, npon the reqaest of any 
. ' 

3 shipper to farnish one or more freight cars to be loaded for shipment over the railroad operated 

4, by snch railroad company, sha.1I within forty-eight (48) hours thereafter, if the place named is 

5 a.terminal point 01' seventy-two (72) hours thereafter if the place named is not a terminal 
, 

6 point, Sundays and legal holidays excepted, place at the named loading point the 
, , 

, 
car or cars 

7 so required, and for every delay of twenty-four (24) hours, or fractionthercof, on the part of 

8 such railroad company in not placing sach cal' or cal'S at sach loading point beyond said aHowed 

9 period, such railroad company shall become indebted and on demand shall pay to such' shipper 
• 

10 the sum of one dollar for each and every cal' not so placed at such loading point within 'the 

11 time above named. 

Sec. 2. Any railroad company mentioned in section one of this act upon receipt of notice 
, , 

2' from a shipper that one or more cars have been loaded by snch shipper and are ready for deli v-

3 ery to such company at the place of loading thereof, to be cariiedon the road of such company 
• 

4, towards the destination thereof, shall remove sach cal' or cars from such loading point and 

5 forward the same toward destination within twelity-four (24) hours after receivingsach notice, ' 

6 Sandays and legal holidays excepted; and for every delay of twenty-four (24) hoars or fraction 

7 thereof, after the expiration of .the period herein, allowed for the removal thereof, sach 

railroad company shaH become indebted and on demand pay to Stlch shipper the snm of one 

9 dollal: for each and every car not so removed within the period herein provided . 
• 

Sec. 3. Any railroad com pany mentioned in section one of this act, which shall receive from 

2 a connecting railroad company one or more cars of freight consigned to any point on or 

3 beyond its line, within twenty-four (24) hours after such car or cars are offered' to it, or are 

4, placed on its transfer or other tracks, shall forward said car or cars over its railroad towards 

5 destination; and for every delay of twenty-foal' (24)hoars or fraction thereof on the 
, 

part of 
-

, . 
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. 6 -said railroad company in forwarding said car or cars beyond said allowed period of twenty' 

7 four (24) hours, said railroad company shall become indebted and upon demand shall pay to 

t:i the consignee the sum of one dollar for each and every car so received and not forwarded 

\J upon its lines within the time above alloweel . 
• 

bec.4. When any railroad cu,ilpauy ill tUIS state slmllhave received fr0111 any shipper, or 

~ from a connecting railroad, for shipment over its railroad one or more cars of. freight, it shall 
• 

:J be the duty of SUell company receiving such car or cars of treight within twenty-four \~4) honrs 

4 tuerafGer to start the same forwtud from the place of shipment toward·s the point of destin a-
. 

iJ UUll u.llLl ail.yr uelug ;:HI<:Ll"Ct:lJ fUl'wd.J'J, ,sLl.t.u (jct.l' U1' Cdt'd of freIght shall be continued in transit 

b tuwarLl. me ucstlllatlOll thereof at a rate of not less than average speed of 75 miles pel' 
. 

day of 

7 ~{huur.; anel upon the failure uf such railroad company to transport such Car or cars at the 

speed herem indicated such railroad compaliy shall become indebted and on demand shall 

pay to the consignee thereof one dollar for each and every car for each twenty-fonr\24) hours 

10 or fraction thereof c.onsumed in the transportation of said car or cars in excess of the time 

11 herein prescribed; ;md iu ascertaining the time consumed ill the shipment of such car or cars, 

12 the time shall begin to run twenty-four \2±) hours after the d'1te of the bill of lading or receipt 

13 given for said cal; or cars by said milroacl company which bill. of )adillg or receipt shall be 

14 received. by the· court, Of this State as prima facie evidence of the time when said Cal' or 

15 cars were received by such company. 

bee. 6. It shall be the duty 01 every railroad company mentioned in section one of this act 

2 to deli vel' at the usual place of unloading by the consignee all cars of freigllt hanled by it 
. 

3 for delivery to said consignee within twenty-lour (24) hours, Sundays and legal holidays 
• 

4 excepted; after the same shall have reached the yards 01 the railroad company at said point of 

5 destination; and for each and every delay of twenty-four (24) hours or fraction thereof, in not 

6 so delivering the sallle after the expiration of the time herein prescribed, said railroad com-

7 pany 8hall become indebted and on demand shall pay to the consignee the sum of one dollar 

8 for each and every car not so delivered within the time herein allowed. 
, 

bec. 6. It shall be the duty of any shiV per in compliance with whose request any railroad 

2 company inentioned in section one of this~ct has placed one or more cars at the usual loading 

~ point of said shipper, to fully complete the loading thereof ready for re-delivery to said 

4 company within forty-eight. (48) hours after the same shall have been placed at such loading 
, 

5 point, Sundays <Lnd legal holidays excepted, which full period, for loading is allowed the 

6 shipper free fro.m demurrage charges; aud for every twenty-four (24) ho.urs .01' fraction thereof 

70f qel:J,Y beY,ond sl'idperiod in s.o loading said .car or cars such shipper shall hec.ome indebted 

8 an~ OJ) .,dgmand sball pay to ~aid railroad company the sum of one dollar Jor ,e~ph and every 
, 

,ca;r.sq pla,ceq;>nd pot load.ed and ready ,for re-delivery within the time all.ow,e.d berein. 

S,ep,7. Jtshal1 ;he th,e duty oitheconsigneeDf each.and.tlvery .car delive;red by any railroad . , - -
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2 company mentioned in section one of this act, at the usual place of unloading by the consignee 

to fully unload such car or cars withiu seventy-two (72) hours for bituminous coal, bulk line; 

4 fruit or vegetables, or lumber shipments and forty-eight (48) hours for other shipments from 

5 the time the same shall be placed at the usual unloading pqint, of the consignee,· which fun 

6 periods are allowed the consignee for unloading free from demurrage charges; and for each 

7 and every delay of twenty-four (24) nours, or fraction thereof, on the part of the eon signee 
. . 

8 in unloading such car or cars beyond the said above periods respectively; the consignee shall 

9 become indebted, and on demand pay to the railroad eompany delivering such car or cars the 

10 sum of one dollar for each and every car nut so unloaded within the time herein prescribed, 

11 provided, in case any shipper or consignee fttils to begin loading any car or cars so placed 
. " , , , 

12 within said allowed period of forty-eight (48) hours, such rttilroad company so pb1cing snch car 

13 or cars may at its option, at any time within three days thereafter, remove such car or 0arS 

14 and collect from such shipper or consignee, one dollar for each twenty·four (24) hours, or 
• 

15 fraction ther'eof, Sundays and leg,d hoiidays excepted, such car or cars have remained in 
• 

16 place ready for loading, including the forty-eigh t (48) honrs time allowed therefor res pecti vely 

17 in this and the preceding section. 

Sec. 8. For all shipments of freight in. car-load lots on the railroads mentioned in section 

2 one of this act, proper bills of lading showing the d::,te of delivery to snch railroad company, 

3 the shippers weights and the marks and numbers of eacil car so shipped shall be issued by the 

.4 railroad company and delivered to the consignor at the time of receiving such car 01' cars; 

5 which bil)s of lading shall forthwith be transmitted by the consignor to the consignee and the 
• 

i 6 same, when offered by any party in any cause pending ill any court in this state, shall be . . . 

, 

7 received and admitted in evidence by such court as prima facie evidence of the time when 
, , , -' - , -" ... ,. 

, ' " 

8 delivery of such car or cats was made by the consignor to such railroad company and of the 
. . . 

9 shippers weights and the contents thereof whe.n so delivered to such company. and such 

10 railroad company shall be subject to a penalty of one hundred dollars ($100.00) for its neglect 

11 or refusal to furnish such consignor such bill of lading for each car so received by it; such . . . 

12 penalty to be recovered, with costs of snit,by the consignee of such ear or cars from the 

13 railroad company so iJ:l defanlt. . .' " - -' -

/ 

Sec. 9.' Legal notice as referred to in this Bill may he either actual or constructive. When 
. . . 

• 

2 the consignee or ::,gentis personally served with notice of arrivalat or before 10 A. M. of any 
. 

3 day freet,i.me .begins attha,t hour, and if such eonsignee.or agent is' served with snch notice 
'.i. ',:- ',',' ,t,' : . __ , ;., ", :. " ,,'., "'" ," - " " . 

4 after 10 A. ~I. before 6 P. M. and of any day, free time begins at 7 A. M. theday following. 

i ,Con~tr\lct,iy:e,1lt9itice ,cot;tsists 9fposting notice by mail toyons.ignee. When' this method of 

6??ttse~s,!,:dop~Y~t~~erei~~F1lge t.1"e~ty~four (2;1}hollrs I1Mit,iopalfree .time, prQvided, however, . 

7 that where in any case notice of arrival is given by mail, the consignee shall make oath that' 

8' neither he, his agent employees have received such notice, then he will be prima facie held 

• 

• 
" .. -, .. -... - ....... ---~~-- .. - .. - .. 
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9 not to have received legal notice by reason of the posting of said notice by mail. 
• • 

-, 
Sec. 10. The period during which the movement of freight or furnishing cars is suspended 

2 on' account of accident, or any cause not within the power of the railroad company to 

3 prevent, or during which the loading or unloading of freight hy shipper or consigpee is 

4 impracticable by reason of inclement weather which would cause injury or damage to such 

5 freigat shall be added to the free time allowed in this ;tct and counted as additiomll 

Ii time . 

. Sec. 11. The payment of said railroad company of demurrages provided in this act shall in 

2 no way in validate or off set any claim any shipper or consignee may have or make for damages 

3 occasioned by unusual delay on the part of such railroad company or other cause, bnt shall 

4 be a further remedy and in addition to any already existing. Such railroad companies shall 

5· not be required to pel"form any service under this act for or at the request olany shipper or 

6 cJosiguee who is in arrears for any propet demurrage, or freight charges, due to such railroad 

7 until after such arrears have been paid or secured. 

8 'When both ears and tracks at any loading or unloading point, 'owned by the same 

9 private party, no demurrage charges shall accrue in favor of any railroad company thereunder. 

Sec. 12. All demurrage charges accruing nnder this act, between railroad companies, and 
, 

2 shippers or receivers of freight, shall be settled monthly, balances arrived atand paid to party 

3 entitled to receive them. 

Sec. 13. If any common carried subject to the provisions of this act, shall do, cause or 
. 

2 permit to be done anything hereinbefore prohibited, or shall omit to do anything in this Act 
. 

3 required to be done, it shall be liable to the person or persons injured thereby for the amount 

4 of damages sustained in consequence together with costs of suit and a reasonable attorney's 
. . 

5 fee to be fixed by the Uourt or on appeal or otherwise, which shall be taxed and' collected as 

6 part of the cost in the case, but in all cases demand iu writing shall be made for the money 
• 

, 

7 damages sustained before' action is brought for a recovei'y under 
, . 

this section and no action . 

8 shall be brought until thirty days after such demand. • 

Sec. 14. The Railroad Commissioners of the State of Iowa shall where justice demands, 

2 have the power on its own Illation or upon petition showing good cause, to suspend by' . 

3 wl~itten oreler the operations of this act or any part thereof as to one or more railroads for a 

4 definite time not exceediug sixty days in anyone year, aud not exceeding fifteen days at any' , 

5 one time. 
• 

. 

Sec. 15. This act shaH take 
. 

effect and be in force from and after its publication in the' 
• 

2 Register and Leader and the Des Moines Daily. Capital, newspapers published in the City 

3 of, Des Jliloines,Iowa. , -, - ' , 
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