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FOR AN ACT TO REQUIRE AND REGULATE THE REGISTRATION OF ,allr:/!HS A~n 
, - - ' , -, :'" . ,: , 

' .. · •.. DEATHS·tNI0WA, AND ,TO'R)i!PJM;L '()f{ABTJ!JR . lOP 

'G:EN~RA1 :kSSEMiBL¥ . 

. 

LAWS DFTHK IT'lHRii'IETH 
''<''-,,' , ", ,-, .. ,":-

• 

Section L State Registrar of Vital Statistics. That for the complete and proper reglstra-
,- :', '"'' 

• 

2 tion of births and .deaths for legal, sanitary and statistical purposes, the Secretary of the State .. 
• 

Board of Health is hereby constituted State Registrar of Vital Statistics, and it shall behis duty 
., '. ' ' , 

4 to promnlgate and enforce all necessary rules and regulations that may be required to 

5 carry out the purpose of this Act. 
• 

Section 2. Local Registrars -'suh-registrars.Local registrars of vital statistics shall be th'e 
-' ,'- , 

2 clerks Of cities, towns and townshipH .. Each local registrar of acifyor town shall at once, upon .. . 

3 his election or appointment, appoint a deputy, subject to the approval of the state registrar 

4 who shall act as registrar in case of his absence, illness or other disqualifications; audeach 
. . 

5 township .regjsi:l;arshalIapplliIlta·subregistl'~r . in each .townor nnincorporate<l village in his . 
'. ' , . - ,., , 

6 township-snbject to the approval of the state registrar, with authority to file cerlificatesof 
. 

7 birth and deaths, transmit them to the township r!!giiltrars, and to issile burial an'd removal 
-,' ' -, -, 

" ' ' , 
• 

8 permits as berein~fber 'provided. 
-, "" .. ,-. . 

Section 3. .Oertificates of death-bUrial 01' removal perniits, 'The nudel'takerbr th.,p~rgon 
, '- , 

2in Cbarge'()Ithe funeralofanf person dying in Iowa sha.llcauae a ce~l'ificat'ebfd~atli 'to be 
• • • 

3fille~oJit, with all the 'personalp~itii)utats .contained in ;~hi)tli~da.rdbl&P.li:adop'tedbY~heU .. 
". - .-_'", --"_,, ., __ ,,,,,' , ""~""'>"_' __ '>";' .. :",-" .. '~ -: "'_' ___ .. ,,:" __ -,, __ , '" --,' .. ,' ,,,I',,.,' " "" - _. 

'", "_,,,-,_, , '.1,,-, -,' "".,-"","~ __ ,.",.,,,,,'J,,_,,,_,~.I ,"_", , •. ,.-_-_ "'0-'>"--.'''_''''''''''''''''';'' __ "-\:' _--, :. _,_',",',-- ,-', __ ' 
',,' "" ,-" " " , - - . . ",' , ,; ~ -, -" 

• 

4' s.'~en'sus,a:na\Vithali~ahe~en:t ol cau'$e ofd1Sa~h bYil.itiliiii'fng physicia.n,ot,ih liil!ab~ence, '. 
, ,_ '-'," "_; ,,'" ---' __ '", ,I' ', .. "1".,, ">"':'."", ",_, '"_, _"_",' . ", ""_"'~" _", ," __ , '- ""' __ 
, . '; '-'.-'''''' '-,', "', '" ' ,. " .': ' .. '", '-.;' '" ,-.',-,~, "",' ,,'. ,-' - ",--', :--;,.''',' -, .. :' ,-'. --'" ", '.'" -,' 

• , , , " ' " '" " • - <, 'I " , , ,,! " ", , -, ',' -- ,- -' .~", 

. Ii by tl;le hiialth oHlciir or coroner, and sball file it withthilloeal regIstrar' bfthe city,town 01' 
, . """ ,",. .:' "'"': ' ","" ",,"'~ , _"",~,_" ,c", ""'01".)_'" ~ •• , ,'., . , , '. .. \ ' 

, Ii'· tow~sllj.p in whiclltbedeM4occp.rred,or his.subregr~trat before thebodfis'intetroo,dep'6sited 
-,-,,' ',' -,,:->"," ' ,'-,. 

, ' . , . ' . 

7 in av.anlt or otherwise di§posed of, or removed from the townshIp, city or towli in 'whfch th'e 
",,, ",' '_,', ,,,:;,-.,,'~',-,, " ,_, "r. ,," 

" >.-. ,_ •• .' - " T' i' ," ", __ ,_ -, c", ' ' 

, ' .,,' , ' • ' • , I 

8 deatboccurrild. On th~ receipt ola ce~tificate of dea.tb properlY-and coi'iipletely-lilledout, the 
, ," ,'". ',,-

- ":-"""", "',"",,\" --- :,,'., -, ".', ,',-' ---, -' ,-

"9 localregist:raroi hi~d'epllty shall Issue a burial or removal pimhit,alld nOS"extOll" o'r 'superhi-
.. . .' 

lOtendent 01 a cemeterY shlill permitiritermerit, and no railroa.d·· or othei' , transportat!on:com.-
.. " , -'.,'--

11 panyshall permit shipment, Of a. body nnaccompaniedby snch buria.l oi:removal permit; .'. . , ' -
• • , . . 

Section '4;iCertfficates of birth. A certificate bibi~th of tnestandard 'fnrci adopted b:t the 
, /'" '- ' '. ' , , - , 

.• ·llU.S.CsIlsus shalIbfi IliiM()~nt'by the physician, nita wife, orotllerperson attehdihg tbe'birth . 
. . , . . . . .. 
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3, of every child born in Iowa, or in default of such person by the parent, householder, • supenn-

4 tendent of an institution, or other responsible person, and filed with the nearest local registrar' 

5 of vital statistics or his subregistriu within ten days after the birth, In case the child is not 
.:-" "f- ,,', •• ~,~'-' -' 

6 named, the registrar or subregistra:r S'ha;11Id~lL~r a suppleniimtary blank for report of given 
. ;' "', ,'" ". '",~ '.", """ . , 

" -, - -,- ",," 'c- -". ' 
, -·,-· .... _1. "''.,_<.'" _J, •••• _""'"'-,.,~_;~ , .,-,. • ' ; --;~<.: ""\' -' " 

7 nall!e to ,the persop filing the cerbfica~~,to be, filled out and returned' as soon as the chIld shall , 

(-·8' ":-b:-:',',"- 'd ~,:', j,' ',":- :,-::{".}: , .. -.", . -',', , e na,I:D,e '". .,' ,,' ,. - , .,', -'. ,,-,,,,_. ,_.- ".' ,- ',"",",- ....... ' ,.}" '~, , . , " 

, ' 

,- , 
, " 

, , 

, , 

. '. ' " - . , 

, 

': ':Sectioh5"Mdnthly>reports;, Suhregistrars shall deli verall certificates of. births and deat;,s \ 
, 

, , 

2 filed with them for any month to the township registrar on or beforet,he ,third ,day oCthe fol-
, " , 

3 lowing month, Local registrars shall transcribe in order of filing in record books to be fur-
• /,', ~i T ,:':", .,," "i .,',} , -I - .... ,' '" ,- • (C" ".-.' ..... - .-- , .......... ,,'.' .. , ~.' 
~.. " - , , .. ". "", ".' . '" ," '.:-' .. : . " ,. ,; '" ."'" 

4 nished by tl}8 county auditor and which record books when full shall be deposited with the 
, 

5 county all certificates of births and d,eaths, in~luding those filed by the subregistrars, and on 
, .. ,- .. ,'" ..... ,',. "',""<, , .- '" ". 
'- " ,,' , . ' , ' ~ .. , ' ' ',,' ," ,e ,'" ' , , .. ,-' ""'''' .. ". ,", . " ','- ,,",'," 

6,th~ ,fifth d!1yof the following month shall mail the origiual certifi~ates to the state registrar in 
(.;' { -" ' ' -', "),", ." . "', . , ;, '. ',;' .' -, -' :' "",'" " ,<. , ' '. "-,'-, .' , -" - - .' .' . , - ' . , .- - , ,', , ' , 

7 , a return envelope provided by t,he state regidtrar, and include a state~ent card showing the ,,' .': - " ; " - " ' " - .' , . , ", , , - . - " .. - . - . , ".. - , . ' , 
'- .' • - - '-' - "." ' ':',,', -, , • " , • " " • ; , -, 'j" .", ••• , 

8 number returned, and ,that uo other births and deaths have occurred and failed to be regis-
_-,,:,":,"- -' '.',:': ," ; :' ''', ',"""" •. '1',"" ,-, ,'" - , 

, - ,'" - " ," ,. ,,-,.,' , . ' ., ,. ;' -~ ; ::' ," ',. ' 

9 tered.' [n case no births or deaths have'occurred, then the local registrar shall make a report 
. , "',"'" . ,.-,' .-, "';':' '.' 

, )0 , to that effect, upon a postal card blank provided by the state registrar. 
". " ". " ~ . ,"" , , ' 

;,.,,,.', . . -' -" " - "'," .' ~ ",,'.' , , 
, ' 

" , Section 6, , Blanks and instructions-compensation of registrars. The state registrar shall' 
!',', ', . . -,:";:!"',,'i '~"" _, ':.,' . _ "': _' " .0":, ." :"" • ' " '--,' 'I '_ '" - " 

" ' ," " .. "', ,.-, "',, , .. (,,,,, '"-,,, , , 

, ,~ I.!1Tnishblan k certifimtes of birth and death, to' physicians, uudertakers and local registrars, 
.' _ ! ':-'-,,: . n, , __ ,.' ,',' " ," ',' " \' .,. ,:, " ' , ".!, " "'j _' , 

-, " ,',' " :,.-' ,,', - , 

, ' 

,3 and shall su,pply local registrars with all necessary blauks, forms and instructions for the 
, -:' " ".. ", ," <,' , ." '.' , " . .- ," , ' ,'. '" -
'<"'''',''-'' - -,.'. --" .. "~" " -"".- ,'--, -,' "-'" ... -.. ;' --:.' ":,,,!.';"~'" -,.,' 

,4 effectual execution of the law. He shall, qL1arterly, certify to the board of snpervisors of each 
,.,.- ""." '"., .,' ',,1.:-',',"' __ ',,' _'" ,.: 2.·_~ - ,',.'[,' --i-·:-'~',~-,.,·'--"-

, '-. •• • '.-. "",j '- ,'''',,'''' -,,' • 

, 5' county the llumber of certificates of birth and death received from each local 'registrar, for 
'" ,co' I",' ,," " -, • "', • . r "" 

~ ',' ." .".' . - . , " ,. . ,.' -, .. " " " "', '" f, , - ". . . ", , ", ' , , 

,6 each, of which, when completely and properly made out and properly transmitted to the state 
"'c':"-' ,:' :" , I'"~ '. " . - , " .,,', ·t' ,,; ,,"'1 "".(",-'., '" -,.' , - ' J."-J_'.",.,, ".'_._., ' .. "_ '.1,'_ ' __ "_'" '_.':.' ':' '"", "J- "" ",' , - . ' .. """"'--"_".','.,."., 

7 ' registrar on the fifth of the following month, the local registrar shall be entitled to the sum of , " '," ',' ,~, ""'.",,, ' '" • '" "',". -," c', .",t.,' _,' "_"~", , ", ",,)1, .,,' ._' 
, , , " 

8 twenty-fiVe ceI!t~ (25c) ,to be paid out of the county funds. ,Provid<;lq, that the certificates 
'

/."r«;'""",)<'l'I'i'" ';""--'~"':"":'.( ",-" ''-',' ,:' "'r,,·" ",~._"_,, ." .. -, "'j',' ' .. ,'. '(" -.,_ 1 , 
""~"',,. "''''_ . ~ '''"'''''. _'. -. , .. "." 'L ... ,:',,<, .. ,' •. " '-"', ,_ '--, .,', ,','- _ "-~ "'._ _ " 'i, ,,~ -. , _. , ' . '-

,:,t'ox\glriallyf\\(j<iw.iWsn?Fllgistr;~rs, c0ll!ple,telymad~ ?utan~ ,prope~ly tran,s~itte;ll,th,e subreg-
_'~""",~." .. """ ~ " ... ' . •• J ... ,.,_, .. '-"'-, _ •. c,~ ~. "," ,,' >., ,i. ' , •• ' "'. ""f" '.,'0'" ",,1,.: •.. ,' t. .. \" . - , . " , 

"IU"l'st'FarsshallreceNdtehcents (10c) ,each ,and the registrar shall receive qUeen. cents C15y) each' 
, ,·,,',"'1,~"-'-'" "",,-~,., """" f .,(,(", 'f" '"" ,·, __ d, ,'f""-, ,,' ,-,' ,:,. "-"r " 

.'.' ,_", ,·'.", ___ '",'"·',,r." __ .. ;",,','_', ... ,"' .. "' __ "~'-"_" ,,-,,,,,,,,~,,.,.,.r ,~.!-, .. ':' ',,: ;.' .. _,,",:.:, ';',!'l,~I" l 
- , - , ., " 

,:,~iL"piov,idea;ful'thet,~hat',i:egi~trl\r,sof c!ti~s~avin~ ~~n ,th,ou~~~d,(ID,OOO),'popu~ation. ~; ,mQre by 
•• ' --" ... "" ,-"_",-",,,- ',',",']"'" - ,,' .',', - _"'._ .' "~'_"'_"''''-'_' ~"'_" "., .J,"""'''';' ' 

, 

"n1~' 'Uie hi:st' U: S.Cerisus, shim receive ;teI! cents (lOc) fOr each birth or death,prop~rly repor~ed to 
:, ~" - '-'".-: ",--" • . "1 "",'/_-', "'" ~ i '1- ,-'" ",-,1,' ('" .. -( "', .. ,," "1'-," "', '," "_- . " .. ". ___ "_ .. .... _, ,". __ ',' ,'-', ' .. _ '_ ' ... ' , _"J :."",. __ '., ,'._" I .• ,~,:', ,",',', '1", :_ , 

13 , the state registrar. ' Each report by postal "card properly filled ont shall eJ+title 'the registrar 
,? "".,,< ',' .- '. t' "f II '," ,_,"- ",' 'I"'"", "",,' ,""'"'''(''''''' ' "., " " -, ,'". ,', "-" ,.,-' . ,,-_ "._,_ " .. '-./ .. ,--,' _,_ '. " , .. _ ""'_~"_""_"""""'_'_j,_""<,,,-~,~_J,".:_.(.,I, I, 

14 ' to a' credit (,£ ten cents (lOe). '.', , , ' ' '" , ' ,', ,," . 
" ;,".' ", • _,: ' '" ,"_,.' ,. -- ,-.,-" -, --, f' . '-,' '-, '" ,',"'-,' ",' ". ",,! -', -_'" '- .. ,,_,_, _"'_".> __ ,_." ,_., •. _,. - ",.,.,.",.,,' ", " ',_ - , I', 

", '. ' ,'. " --"""""""--'-

, 
• 

"Septiop.7."Disp?sition of certificates. It shall be the duty of the state registrar to fnrnish 
. - ." --, .',~",,- --. "-' -'! .. ,,'.- -,,:,',',~'-:' ,,' ,"",",':-,:',," ';' '-"" " ' 

, - _. - , - "---, .. " '""., .. , " 

'2 ., to' the Cleik'ofeaeh county on or before the first of February ,e",ch yearcertifled transcripts of 
.-,'_ ,", _" ,"", ',',' " of"~, ".~ "'-',' ','-_', ', •• "',' ' ',- - - - ., '.". . ., '. - - , .. ,. .- . , ,.. "', - . ' - , , . -- .'<. " .... '" "" -', 

",3 ,'the {lertificates qf, births and, deaths filed with him from ,the respective counties as well as 
., '_ ,,', '_',_ ~ ,.> ,'_.' ,,'_ ,,:-. ,,-. I:" ... ',-:,,' l,'~ :,', !",:,'.' ,:',',.'.1:-.: '-', ,,_-,";.: ; , r" 

4similartran~(Jrip.ts to the, U. S.Censusbureau ~tW'ashingtotj; ,and to ar~angk by counties, 
"'"_,'''''-'''--''''' '." .,"'. _',0.,_,',.,._' -" • 

, 

,I) ,bind'andd\lposit,in, ,the state. historical, building at Des, Moines" the original, cer,tificates. 
, '- .. "- "",-','- -",: .. -'-\.,.",,: ' ; ," ., .. ,',.'.".,'''---' .. -:_,','.­

, 

,,6Thetr":n:sc~ipt~;$'(i1).tt.6the ,cou,ntyclerks shall be bound at t.he expense of each county and 
L_, " _, , __ • ,_.' _ '." :', c ,"', <,'. '-, -'r(.'_,'·' ,"-f ,- ",_, - , -', ' ' 

" ; ' .. " " .,,' ~"_,, _. " ", _. '~"" '",.J,,, ,,". "', "',. __ ~"_,, ____ c , __ , _ • 
, " 

7 preserved for reference. " ,', 

, 

-- --.---- ' 
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-3-' • 
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. Section. 8.· Appropriation and payment of expenses, There is. hereby appropriated the sum 

2 of three thousand five hundred' dollars, ($3500,00) annually; or so much thereof as may be· 

3 necessary to pay the expenses of printing, post&ge, clerk hire and such other office expeuses 

4 as may be required including a sum not to exceed twenty-five dollars ($25.00) a month to the 

5 State Registrar in addition to his salary as otherwise authorized-all bills to be itemized, certi-
• 

6 fled to, and approved by the state registrar. 

Section 9. Misdemeanor. Any undertaker, perS(){l actiug as undertaker, physician; niidc, 
• 

2 wife, subregistrar, sexton, agent of a trausportation company, or other personlv iolating any 

3 of the provisions of thiR act or failing to properly register a birth or death as herein required, 
• 

. 

4 shall, upon conviction, beconsi dered guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be fined not less than 
, 

5 ten (10) and not more than one hundred (100) dollars, or be imprisoned not more than sixty 

6 (60) days, or be subjected to both such flne and imprisonment at the discretion ~f the court. 

7 It shall be the duty of the prosecuting attorney in each county, upon complaint of a.local 

8 registrar or the state' registrar to prosecute.in such cases, and the state registrar shall en-

9 . deavor to see that this act is uniformally and officially executed throughout the state . 
. 

Section 10, Repealed. Chapter 100 of the laws of the Thirtieth General Assembly and all 
. . . . 

2 other acts and parts of acts in conflict with this act are hereby repealed. 
. 

Section 11. In effect. This act, being deemed of immediate importance, shaU take effect 

2 and be in force from and after its pUblication in the Register and Leader and the Des Moines 

3 Daily Capital, newspapers published at Des Moines, Iowa. 
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