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LAKE BEDS' IN . THE· ST ATE,' AND 

'. AUTHORIZING· THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL'm SURVEY , LEA:SEOR :SELL . , 
, 

THE SAME. . 

BE IT ENAOTED BY ~'HE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ,IOWA: 

• 

, 

. Section 1. The Executi veCouncil of the State is hereb,y authorized a,nd emp.ow,ered~o . 

2 survey the meandered lakes and lake beds within this State; and to lease ,or sel:! the sarI\e as 

3 hereinafter provided, and to determine what lakes shall he maintained as .theproper,ty of the 
'. - " 

4 State and. what meandered lake beds belonging to the State may be dr,ained, improved, 
, 

5 demised. or sold. 

Sec.~~ . U pori the presentation to the Executive Council of a .statemen,t signed by not less 

2 . than fifty' (50) freeholders of any courity tbat any meandered lake or lake hed in sUch county 

3 is detrimental to the public health or general welfare oiths citizens .of the county, -and that. 
'" , ' 

4 it is unwise to maintain such meandered lake or lake bed as a permanent body of water, and 
. 

5 that the interest of the State will be subserved by draining and improving such lake bed, the 
, . 

, 
, " ' , " ' , , 

· 6 "'Governor shall, within thirty (30) days 8:fterreceipt of snch statement, .appoint .acompetent 
,-'-'-, 

7 engineer~boshallatonceexamine the situatiou and condition oE such lake or lake bed, 
• 

." - -

· .8' make a survey and plat thereof,· and ascertain whether its location is such that it can be . 

9 drained and irnpr~l'e'd, ahdmake a. full report to the Executive Council of the area and depth 

'10' of water in thelake'and of its general physical condition, whicb report shall be accompanied .. 
, 

11 by his plat, field notes anllprofile of his survey. • 

Sec. 3. Upon receipt of the report of the engineer, the Executive Council shall.determine 
"';,' '-,- , . 

- . - - , 

2 wbether such lake or lake 'bed shall be maintained and preserved as the property .ofthe State, . 
., - > , 

, '. , , 

· 3 or whether the sarne'shall he drained,improved and the landinclnded within .the meander 
".' , 
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4 lines thereof sold in the manner hereinafter specified; and to tbat end may hear evidence 

5 upon any question involved in snch determination at such time and place as may be fixed by 

6 the Council. 

Sec. 4. If the ExecntiveCouncil sh[Lllileterll)ine that such lake or lake bed onght not to 
, " '~'--',' , .' -- ,C",c"" .~ ; ('",' ,; - ;.".",--

_".- '". ;: f, ",).; /0\' -.~, ' 

2be drained, demised or sold, the same shall be -kept --anil·maintainedas the property of the 
,'.'-. -
i ". - . ,. . 

," j ',' f-·· 

3 State for the benefit of the general public. ,lUthe Executive Coun'cil shall determine that 
, , 

4it is to the interes,t of the State and the general public that the lake or lake bed, as to which 
, 

- , ' , . \ -' 

'5'thestatemeiit is presented'.bedrained,improved,demised, or sold; it may permit tEe same 

6to be drained' under the' provisions of ; the dniJinage laws of the State, and the landinchided·· ' 
• 

7 within the meander lines of such lake, which, belopgs to the State, shall bear its j ustproportioll' , 
• 

• , 

. . 
8 of the expense of draining such lake and shall be assessed for such expense in the same manc '. ' . 

9 ner as the lands of private individuals are permitted to be assessed under the drainage laws of 

10 the State. 

Sec. 5. Whenever the Executive Council shall determine that any lake or lake bed within .', , 
, 

2 the State should be drained, improved, demised or sold, it shaH have the right, either before 

3 or after such lake or lake bed is driWned,to seU and convey by deed or patent the land lying' 

4 within the meander lines of such lake or lake bed and which belongs to the State; and express 

5 authority is hereby given to the Executive Council to make such sale or sales for audin bebalf 
• 

6 of the State, and to execute aud deli vel' to the purchaser of such 'land the necessary deed or 

7 patent to insure to him a title thereto, which deed or patent shall be executed by the Gover" 

8 .nor iu behalf of the State. aud have the seal of the State attached thereto. But no sale of any -.' . 
9 of the lands composing any of the lake beds of the State shall be made by the Executive COUIl-

10 cil until a complete survey thereof has been made and the. same subdivided to corresporidwith ' 

11 the government subdivisions of public land. 

Sec. 6. After snch lake or lake bed has J:<een; snrveyedandthe-land composiug the same 

2 subdivided as belonging to the State whichJie within the meander lines of the original govern-

3 ment survey, and composino!; the lake beds, shall be appmised by a commission appointed by 

4' the governor, consisting of three (3)disinterested freeholders ,of the State, one of whom shall 

'. " ' 

, 

5 bea residetitof the county in whi.ch the land is situated, who shall examine and appraise said " ". 
, , 

6 land, and return a written report ofs,uchappraisement to the governor, which report shall be· 
, 

7filediu the office of the Secretary of State. ",' " ",'. - " -, ' " ' , . 

Sec. 7. After thE! rtip\lrt oftue appr<Lisershl)S been recei ved and filed in·the office .of Sec-
• , 

, " 

: '.. ",' 

, 
, 

, ' 
, 

2 retaryof State, tue Executi ve,QolJPciLslwILoffer.tl;te laridhelongingto tbeStateatld compos' ."" ',; 
. -
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3 ing such lake bed, aud included in' such survey and appraisement, for sale, and the persons 

4 owning lands abutting np.on such lake or lake bed and contiguous to lands owned by the State 
. 

5 therein, shall have the tirst right to purchase the lands offered for sale by the State, in an 

6 amount sufficient to make the lands owu'ed by them which abut upon the lake or lake bed and 

7 are contiguous to the lauds of tlw State conform to the smallest government subdivision of, 
, 

8 public lands, at the price lixed by the appraisers. All other lands included in snch survey amI 
, 

~ composing the lake bed belonging to the State, which may be sold under the provisions hereof, 
, 

10 shall be sold for the bighest price obtainable. ;bnt no sale of -any of such land shall be made 

11 at less than the appraised value thereof. 
- . 

Sec. S.· All the sales of land under this act shall be for cash, .and the purchase price therof 
. 

2 shall be paid to the Secretary of State and by him paid over to the i;)tate Treasurer. All. ex-
, . . 

3 'penses of tIle survey of the lakes and lake beds herein provided for, and the appraisement 
• 

4 thereof, and all assessments made against the lands belonging to the State for draining such 

5· lake or lake beds, shall be audited by the Executive Oouncil, and by it certified to the Auditor 
-

6. of State and paid out of the general fund of the State treasury upon the warrant of the 
. 

7 Auditor of State, 

Sec. 9. After dednctingall costs and expenses connected with the survey, appraisement, , 

2 drainage and sale of said lands, the net proceeds derived from the sale thereof shall be trans-

3 mitted by the Treasurer of State to the county treasurer of the. county in which the land is 

4 situated, and the county treasurer to whom snch proceeds "re transmitted shall execute his 

5 receipt in duplicate for the same to the Treasurer of State, and one of such receipts shall be . 

6 filed in the office of the county auditor in the county where the land is located. The money 

7 received by the connty treasurer shall be placed to the credit of the county road fund and ex-

-
8 pended under tbe direction of the board of supervisors in the same manner as other road 

,9 funds. 

• 

Sec 10. This act; being deemed of immediate importance, shall take effect and be in 

2 force from and after its publication in the Register and Leader and the Des Moines Daily 
. 

3 Oapital, newspapers published at the city of Des Moines, Iowa. 
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