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SENATI<] FILE No. 166~BY GARST, By Request; . RAILROADS . 

• 

• 

- . . . 

• 

FOR AN AO'l" '1'0 REGULA'l'E THE EMPLOYMENT AND OCCUPATION OF RAILROAD 

TELEGRAPH OPERATORS AND ESTABLISHING A BOARD OF TELEGRAPHY 

EXAMINERS . 

BE IT ENACTED BY TIlE GENERAL A;:3SEMBLY 0:"" Tnl1~ 
, . 

:)"1':,'1'1<: ()F 

• 
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Section 1. That it shall be unlawful for any person to be employed as, or engaged in , 

2 occupation of, a telegraph operator in the employ of any railroad company, or in any employ 

3 where said person may have the handling of railroad dispatches, or train orders, concerning 

4 . the movement of trains, unless such person shall .be at least eighteen years of age, and shall 
-

5 have complied with the provisions of this act. . . 
, 

Sec. 2. There shall be for this State a. Board of Telegraphy Examiners, consisting of three 

2 members, whose term o'f office shall be three years, or until their successors are appointed and 
. 

3 qualified. The term of office of the members of the board first appointed after this act takes 

4 eil'ect'shall commence on the 1st day of July, 1904, and shall expire in one, two and three 
-

5 . yefLrs respectively, as decided by lot on their assnming office . 
. 

Sec. 3. 'l'he said board shall consist of men learned in telegraphy and actually engaged 
. '. 

2 as railroad telegraph operators at the time of their appointment, and for fi ve yearsprevions' 
• 

. 

3 . thereto, and shall be appointed by the Governor on or before the 1st day of Jnly, 1904, and 

4. one each year thereafter. Vacancies occnrrmg in such board for unexpired terms shall be filled 
• 

• 

5 in the same manner. The Governor may at any time remove any member from said board 

6 for canse shown. 

Sec. 4 .. The members of said board shall- qualify by taking the usual.oath of office before. 

2 some person anthorized to administer oaths and take acknowledgments, a copy of which oath· 

3 signed and duly certified by the officer administering said oath, shall be filed in the office of 
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4 the Secretary of State. The members of said board, before entering upon the dischlLrge of 

5 their duties, shall give boud with security to 'be approved by the SecrebLryof State in the 

6 penal sum of five hundred ,dollars conditioued upon the faithful discharge of their duties. The 

7 officers of the board shall be a president, vice president and secretary (who shall also act as 

'8 treasurer; said officers to be members of and elected, by the board. Regular meetings of the 

9 board shall be held upon the seeond Tuesday in January, April, July and October of each,yem', 

10 at such place or places as the boaI'd may prescribe, aud may be adjourned from day to day if 
• 

11 necessary to the examination of applicants. Special meetings may be held upon call of the 

12 ptesident or a majority of the board. Two members of the board snail constitute a quorum. . , 

13 The board may prescribe rules, regulations and by-laws for its Own proceedings ana govern-

'14 ment and for the examination of applicants, except that a written record of the examination 

15 of each applicant shall be taken and kept by the secretary, subject to inspection by the proper 

16 authorities; and except that when an applicant is examined by an individual member of the 

17 board such member shall take a written record of the examination, the answers to questions 

18 being in the applicant's handwriting, which record and' statement accompanying it shall be 
, 

19 reported to the secretary by such member and passed upon by the board in session; and except,: 
, 

·20 fnrther, that applicants, before certificates are granted them, shall be examined upon the 

21 standard rules of railroading, must be able to receive and transmit twenty words.per minute,. 

22 . must be able to read and write, must be at least eighteen years of age. and of good moral 
• 

23 character. '---- -
• 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the board at any of its meetings, and of the indi vid ual 
. 

2 members at any time, to examine any person eighteen years of age making application to 

3 them who shaH desire to be employed as or engage in the occupation of a telegraph operator 

4 in the employ of any railroad company, or in any employ where baid person may have the 

5 handling of railroad dispatches or tmin orders concerning the movement of trains. When 

6 the examination is by an individufLlmember of the board he shall report the same in writing' 
. 

7 as above provided for to the secretary, and said report shall b'e passed upon by the board at its 

8 next meeting; and SllCh individual member of the board shall, if the examimLtion or the appli-

• 

9 cant is favorably considered by him, issLl8. to ·such applicant a limited certificate good only' 

10 until the next meeting of the board, which limited certificate shall be of a form prescribed by 

11 the board, and shall authorize the holder to accept employment as a railroad telegrapher in 
• 

12. the State nntil his examination shall be finally passed upon by the board; and when an appli-

13 cant shall have passed an examination satisfactory to a majority of the board in session, as to 
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14 proficiency, the president thereof shall grant to SllCh applicant a certificate to that effect, clllly 
• 

15 signed anel attested and bearing the seal of the bOltrd. Such certificates shall be posted in a 

16 conspicnous place in the office or room in which the person holding it shall actually operate . 
. 

17 A failure to comply with the above provision shall suhject the person so failing to the penalty 

18 hereinafter provided. A fee of two doll<1rs and fifty conts :,hall be paid to. the board through 

19 ' sueh officers or memi.i3rs as it may designate, by such applicant before such examination is 

20 had. If any applicant fails to pass a satisfactory examination before the board, or any m8m-

21 bel' thereof, he sllallnot be permitted to stand any further examination within the next three 

22 months thereafter, nor sball he be reql1il'ed at the second examination to again pay the fee 
, 

~3 prescribed as aforesaid. Any telegraph operator who shall pass the examination and be 

24 . awarded aeertific~Lte as herein provided. and who shall afterward lccwe or ",b<Lndon the occu-

25 pation or employment of railroad telegraphy. 11S set fortb in the tlrst section of this act, for as 
, 

26 long as two years. shall he required to a.gain stand theexamitmtioll, 11S herein provided, before 
. .. . 

• 

27 it sh11ll be lawful for him to resume such occupation 01' employment;' provided. however, that 
, 

28 no person who shall have been continuOllsly in the service Ot' employ of any railro~cl company 
, " - - . 

29 or companies as a telegraph operator for the five years next preceding tbe passage of thisaet • 
• 

30 and organization of the board; and who shall make application to said board, shall be required 

31 to stand the examination as herein provided, but such applicant, upon offering satisfactory 

32 evidence of his five years' service, shall be granted a certificate as herein provided, for which 

33 he shall pay a fee olone dollar and fifty cents. The board,at any reg':llar meeting may revoke 

34 any certificate previollsly granted, upon cause shown, and after reasonable notice to holder of 
• 

35 such certificate. 
• 

Sec. 6. When atiy officer or member recei ves any fee or fees as aforesaid, he shall at once 

2 pay the same to the secretary of the hoard, the secretary of the board, when, any money 
, 

3' is received by him nnder the provisions of this act, shall at once pay the same to the treasnrer ' 
• 

4 of the State, and shall 'at the same time make a written statement to said treasurer of the 

5 name Or names of the applicant or applicants from whom, and of the date npon which, such 

6 money was recei ve'1. 

Sec. 7. 'rile secretary of the board, immediately after any meeting olthe board, shall 

2 make a report to tlJe State auditor, which report shall be signee! by himself and countersigned 

3 by the president of the board, and shall set forth the number a,nd names of applicants who have 

4 been examined silJce the preceding report and the fee paid by each applicant. Said report 
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5 shall nJso state the number and names of thQse. to whom certificate of proficiency has been 

6 issued by the board, and the auditor shall pUblisb the same in his annnal report. 

Sec, 8. No person shall be employed as or engage in the occnpation of a telegraph opera-

2 tor in the employ oiany railroad company or in the employ where such persolls may have the' 

3 handling of railroad dispatches or train orders concerning the movement of trains, without 
• 

4 having first obtained a certificate as aforesaid, and no person obtaining such eertificate shall 
. 

5 continue to be in sllch employment without first having posted his said certificate in a con-
. 

6 spicuous place in the office or room in which he. actnally operates, Any person violating the 

7. provisions of this act sh211 be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and npon conviction thereof' 

8 shall be fined not less than twenty-five nor more than two hundred and fifty dollars for each 
-

. \J offense, 
, 

Sec. \), Nothing in this act shall be taken as including or affecting in any way telegraph 
, 

2 operators who may be employed in commerci"l work and who do not handle railroad dis

il patcbes and train orders concerning the movement of trains, 
. 

~ec, 10, The officers and members of said board shall receive no salary for their services 
. - ' 

. 

2 bereunder rendered, but shall be allowed as expenses while at,tencling the sessions of the board 

3 and while actually condncting business at such sessions, the Sllm of fonr dollars per diem each 

4 and three cent, per mile each way from their place of residence to the place of meeting of said 
, 

5 board, such expenses to be paid out of any money in the State treasury which has been paid 

6 in by said hoard, 

Sec, 11. This act shall be in force from the 1st day of July, 190'L 
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