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'FOIt AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A ,REFORMATOItYFOR MEN AND TO MAKE APPRO-

'pmATIONSTHEREFOR, AND 'ro AUTHORIZE THE BOARD' OFOONTROL OF 
, 

STATE INSTITUTIONS TO THANSFERPRISONERS AND TO ADOP1' AND EN-' 

FORCE RULES FOR PAROLING AND DISCHARGING fmSONERS AND FOR THE, 

GOVEItNMEN'r OF PAROLED pmSONERS.' 
, 

, 

, 

, 13E IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OFTHE::lT~TE OF IOWA: 
• 

Section!. It shall be the duty of the Board of Control of State Institutions, as soon as 

, ',2 ' the same can be doue with economy and due regard to the contracts for labor of convicts in the 
, , 

3 " penitentiaries at Anamosa and at Fort Madison,to establish in the penitentiary at Anamosa' 
" 

4 ,a reformatory, and the penitentiary at ,Anamosa shall, thereafter be known as the Iowa State 
• 

5 Iteformatory for Men. 
, 

Sec. 2, ,'The said Board of ,Control shall appoint fOl' the term of four years a general 

2 ,snperintendent who shall'appoint a chaplain, a physician, and such assistants, teachers,guards" ' 

, 3 'and other erriployes as shall' in the, judgment of the BoardofControl be necessary, and said 

4, Boardshl;j;lLfix alld determine' the salaries and wages to be paid to each of' the persons em-
. --,-'-, - , 

',_co' '. 

, 

5 ',ployed at said reformatory;, but at the opening of said reformatory the warden of the peniten-
, 

• 

7 ' ployes of said reformatory at the rate of' compensation now paid to such officers and, em

,'" 8, ployes at the state penitentiary nntil such, time as the said Board of Control may determine' 

. , ' -

'; '-

'9 that the best interests of said, reformatory demand a change, either in' the' officers and elll-

10', ployesconnectedtherewith or the amount of salary paid to each. , Said Board of Oontrol may 

11 '" make such rules and regulations for, the government of said institlltroh and prescribe snch 
. , ' , -" 

• 
• 

12 ' duties for ,the said superintendent and for any officer or employe connected therewith as in its. 

13judgmenfshallbe deemed advisable. ' 
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Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the superintendent. under the direction of the Board of Con-

2 trol, to provide teachers for theinstl'uction of the inmates of the said reformatory and instruet-

3 ors and appliances for the teaching of mechanic arts,and may provide shops, machinery, and 
• 

, 

.4 appliances for the carrying on of such industries fLt said reformatory as in the judgmentof the 
. - -, 

5 Board of Control shall be best adapted and most beneficial to the inmates, and atthe same time' 

6 produce ad vantageous results to the state. 
. . 

7 The inmates shall be given imtruction iu the common school branches, dO far as practicable" . 
, '-' - -

. 

8 . 'in,inorality, in g()od citizenship and in such mechanicalpnrsuits as shall best physically, and 
, _. -, -

9 otherwise, develop and fit such inrrtatesto become good citizens and obtain for themselves a 

10 livelihood upon their discbarge from such reformatory, and may also be instructed and exer-

11 cised in elementary military tactics .. 
• 

Sec. 4.. Upon'the opening of sfLid reformatory the said Board of Control shall select from 
. '. 

2 the convicts at the state penitentiaries young men. under the age of thirty years who are serving 
, ' , ' , , 

. ' . 
. . 3 their first term in a penitentiary to be confined in said reformatory, provided tbat none shall be . 

, 

, 

4 so selected who have been convicted of murder; and provided further that noth'ing herein C011-

, 

5 tained shall require the Board of Control to remove from either penitentiary any convict 
. 

6 . needed to fulfill the obligation ofthe state under existing contracts withmanufactul'ers at the· 
'. . 

7 penitentiaries.·. All other mail convicts at the Anamosa penitentiary, except' snch . as may be 
- . ' , ' 

, - -, 

8 needed as skilled laborers to perform work upon the erection of ~buildings now in progress or 
• 

. 

9 hereinafter nndertaken at the said penitentiary or at the said reformatory, and except the in~ 

10 sane convicts and convicts suffering from disease to such an exteut as· to make their removal 
. . 

. II inadvisable, shall be removed to and confined in the penitentiary at Fort Madison .. 

Sec. 5. It shall be tile dnty of the Board 'of Control to notify all' judges of the district 

2 . court in the state, not less than. thirty days before the opening of the reformatory, of the time 
• 

3 when it is to be. opened, and after that time it shall 'be the duty of the district courts hy whom' 
• 

4 any male person nnderthe age of thirty years shall be convicted of any felony except murder, 
• 

. 5 . who has' not previonsly been convicted of a felony, to senteIlce such person to be confined in 

6 the state reformatory without specifying the length of time during which he shall be confined. 
. , 

7 therein. All other male persons convicted of a felony, after the opening of the reformatory, 
• • 

·8 shall be sentenced to imprisonment in the penitentiary at Fort Madi~on . 

. 9 When the court, through inadvertence, fixes alimit to a sentence. of imprison ment in the 
. 

10 reformatory, the limitation shall be disregarded and the sentence. shall be enforced in all 1'e, 
• 

11. spects as it would have been had. the limitation been omitted. 
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12 If a,pel'son convicted of crime be sentenced to one of the two institutions who would have 
, ' o 

13 been senteneed to the other, nnder the provisionsof this act, the Board of Control on satisfac-

14 tory proof of the fact may transfer him to the institntion to which he shonld have been sen-
• 

15 tenced, and ,thereafter he should betreated in all respects as he would have been had he been 
o 

16 originallysentence'd to the institution to which he is transferred.' The term of such imprison-

17 ment of any person so convicted and sentenced to the reformatory shall be terminated by the 

'IS, Board of Control, as authorized by this act, but snch imprisonment shall not exceed the maxi-' 

1 9 mum term provided bylaw for the crime for which the person was convicted and sentenced. 
, 

21) The said Board of Control may order any person sentenced or confined in the said reform"atory' 

21 wbo'shall prove incorrigible, or be detrimentaJ to the best interest of the said reformatory, to 

2~ , be removed to the penitentiary at Fort Madison, where he shall be confined for the remainder 
, ' , 

, ' 

23 of the maximnm term 6xed by law for the crime for wbich be was convicted. 

24 Nothing inthis act contained shall be construed to lengtben the term of imprisonment of 
, 

25 any convict sentenced before it shall take effect, bnt such convicts shall be entitled to the di-

26 minution of time for their sentences for good condnct, as provided by law, for convicts in the , 
, ' 

27 penitentiaries and may be released before the expiration of the terms of their sentences under, 

2S the provisions of this act. 

, 
, 
, , , 

, , , , , , , 
, , , , , 

~, 
, 

Sec." 6. In case the number of prisoners to be confined in the penitentiary at Fort Madison, c::J :f. 

, 2 ' under the provisions of this act, shall be greater than the capacity ofthe institution; the Board 

3 . of Control may cause to be selected from the number prisoners to be confined in the reformatory . 
. 

4 ·80 long as that shall be necessary, and then to be transferred back to the penitentiary at Fort 

5 Madison. In case such selection is made the prisoners so selected shall, while confir.ed in the 

6 reformatory,be treated in all respects as though they had been sentenced thereto under the pro-
, 

, 7vbions of this act, and may,in like mt),nner be paroled or discbarged, provided that the term of 

stheir confinement shall not be increased by SU9h transfer. 

Sec. 7. '['he Board of Control shall have the power to establish rules and regulations under 

2 which it may allow prisoners within the reformatory to go upon parole ocitside of the reformatory 

3 buildiI)gs, enclosures and appurtenances, but to remain while on parole in the legal custody and· 

.' 4 nnder the control of tbe 'Board of Control and subject at any time to be taken back and. confined· 

5 ~vithin the said reformatory, and the Board shall have full power to enforce such rnles and reg-

6 nlations and to retake and reimprison any con vict so upon parole. '£he order of said Board, cer-
o • 

7 ,tified by its secretary, shall be a sufficient warrant for the officer named in it to authori~~:,~I)~h. 
'" -, '-":'''-'-''~'''-~.,-" -"''''·~V<''"..",· > _ 

- :"'~"'-:'::~' - ' '~--' 

8 officer to arrest and take into aetnal custody, or retnrn to the said reformatory, any prisoner con-

, 

, 
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9 ditionally released or paroled under the provisions of this act, and it is hereby made the duty of . 

,10 all peace officers to execute such order the Rame. as any other criminal process. But noper$On· 

11 shall be released on parole before tbe expiration of the maxim um term provided by lawforthe 

12 

.. J3 

crime of which he was convicted, nntil the Board of Oontrol shall have satisfactory evidence that . 
. 
• 

arrangements have been made for his honorable and 
. 

useful einployment· for not less than six' 

14 monthswhile onparole in some suitable occupation. 

The said Board of Oontrol may attach any condition to the parole of any prisoner, or release . . 

' ...... 16 him upon any conditions named therein, among which shall be incorporated a reqnirement that· 
• 

17 he shall report his whereabouts and occupation every thirty days for at least six months after his. 

18 parole to the superintendent of said reformatory, and if he shall fail so to do, he shall he reported 

19' to the Board of Oontrol as a delinquent. Any convict on parole who shall violate any of the 
. . . 

. 

20 conditions of his parole shall berearrested and confined in the said reformatory as long as the . 

-

21 Board of Oontrol shall determine, but the aggregate confinement before the parole and thereafter" 
- . - , - ' -

22 shall not exceed the. maximum limit fixed by law for the crime for which he was convicted, aud . 

23 . any paroled prisoner or prisoner conditionally released who shall commit a fresh crime and upon· 

2~ . conviction thereof shall. be sentenced anew to the penitentiary , shaH be subject to serve the sec-
. 

25 ond sentence afterthe first sentence.isserved,and the second sentence shall commence from the 

26 termination of his liability npon the first orformer sentence .. The costs of taking into cnstody 

27 and retnrning to the reformatory any paroled prisoner shall be the same as are allowed sheriffs 
. 

28 for like services and shall be paid as the ordinary expenses of the reformatory are paid. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the ddy of the snperintendent of said, reformatory to keep in com-

2 munication, as far as possible, with all prisoners who are on parole, and when, in his opinion, 

.3 . any prisoner who has served not less than six months of his parole acceptahly and has given 
. 

4 . such evidence as is deemed reliable and trnstworthy that he will remain at liberty without 

5. violating the law, and that his final release is not incompatihle with the welfare of society, 
.• 

. 1i the srtperintendent shall make certificate to that effect to the Board of Oontrol and furnish to 

.7 the said Board all facts in his posse,ssion relating to the history of such paroled· prisoner, both' 

8 before and after. such parole, showing the date of· his confinemsntin the reformatory, his. 

9 record \\7hile detained there, the date of. his parole, his record while Oll parole, together with 

10 any facts relating to his autecedent life within his knowledge. If, upon the facts presented, 

11 . and other facts, if any, witbin his knowledge, the Board ofOontrol deems the said paroled 

12 .. prisoner worthy of a final discharge, an order shall be made by said Board discharging said 

13 .' prisoner from further liability under his seutence. But if sllch paroled prisoner is discharged 
, 

. .. 

• 

• 

" '-
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• 

14 before the expiration of the maximum term fixed for the crime of which he was convicted,' 

15 such discharge shall not take effect until approved by the governor .. Said order shall be 

16 entered on the proper record kept by said board for that purpose, and a certified. copy of said, 

17 order with the approval of the governor when srichapproval is necessary shall be. filed with 

18 the clerk of the court by which said prisoner was sentenced to said reformatory. Said pris" . 

19' oner shall be furnished with a certified copy thereof, and said order shall constitnte a' fnll dis-' . . . 

'. 20 '. charge of said prisoner from further liability to imprisonment under his sentence. , 

. . 

21 It. shall be nnlawfnl for the Board of ControL or snperintendent in considering the matter of .... 

22 paroling or discharging any prIsoner. to receive or consid~r any written or'verbal petition, 
• 

23 argnment or other application whatsoever for the parole or linal discharge of the prisoner, 

24 from any person except the prisoner without the intervention of anyattorney or other agent, 

25 . and persons connected officially with the reformatory. 

26 -Nothing in this Act shall be constrned as impairing thepower of the governor nnder the 

27 laws and constitntion to grant a pardon or commutation of sentence in any case. 

Sec. 9. It shall be the duty of the clerk of any conrt which shall sentence a prisoner to the 

2 reformatory to fnrnish the Board of Control with a record containing a copy of the indict-
. 

3 ment, the name and residence ofthe judge presiding at the trial, also the jurors and. witnesses 

4 sworn at the trial, and a certified copy of the evidence before the trial court, together with the 

· 5 statement of any fact or facts which the presiding jndge may deem important or necessary for 

6 . the full comprehension of the case, which document and statements shall be preserved on file 
, 

7 and be considered a part of the record which shall be kept with reference to snch prisoner. . . 

Sec.ro. 'The Board of Control may appoint a state agent who shall find employment for. . . 

2. paroled prisoners and perform such services relating to prisoners paroled and to be paroled 
• 

· 3 from the reformatory as the Board shall direct. He shall hold his office during. the pleasure 

4 of .the Board and shall receive a salary· to be fixed by the Board not to exceed One Hnndred 

5 Twenty-Five Dollars ($125.00) permonth for the time actually speut in the performance of 

6 the dnties of his office and his aetnal and necessary traveling expenses incnrredin performing 

7 . snchd uties . 
. , . 

• Sec. 11. . The laws of the state for the government of the penitentiaries, so far. as they 

· 2 relate to the prevention of escapes and resenes, the suppression of insurrections, the punish- . 

3 ment of crimes committed in the penitentiaries, of escaping from the penitentiary and assist-

4 ing prisoners to escape, shall be in force and' apply to the reformatory .. And if a priso'ner 
. 

5 shall escape from any quarry,farm, building, or other place managed b.V and in connection' 

• 

, 
, 

'. • , 
• 
• 
• • 

• 

• 
• 

, 
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fj with the reformatory, although outside the walls of the reformatory, or while going to and 

7 from such place, he shall be deemed to have escaped from the reformatory aud sball be pun-

8 isbed accordingly. 

Sec. 12. The existing laws of the state as to the conveyance of convicts to the peni-

2 tentiaries and compensation therefor, shall apply and be applicable to the conveyance of con-

3 victs to said reformatory. , 

Sec. 13. The provisions of the law appropriating money for the compensation of officers 

:l and employes of the penitentiary at AnamoslL lLnd the support of said penitentiary, including 

3 food, clothing, transportlLtion lLnd money for discharged convicts, shall be in full force and ap-

4 ply to the reforuiatory except as otherwise provided by this Act. ,Any appropriations made 

5 for the penitentiary at Anamosa which shall be unexpended in whole or in part when the re-

6 formlLtory is opened, shall be placed to the credit of the reformatory and expended for the 

7 purposes for which they were appropriated. 

Sec. 14. Whenever prisoners are removed from the reformatory to the penitentiary at 

2 Fort Madison or from said penitentiary to the reformatory, after the transfers cltused by the 

3 opening of the reformatory shall have been made, the expense of such removals shall be paid 

4 from the funds belonging to the institution to which the prisoners are removed. 

Sec. 15. The Board of, Control is hereby authorized to make such changes in existing 

2 buildings, to erect snch additional bnildings, and to provide snch fixtures, machinery, tools, 

3 fnrniture, equipment and supplies as shall be necessary and propel' to carry into effect the 

4 provisions of this Act. 

Sec. 16. 'The Board of Control shlLll have fnll authority in its discretion to require the em-
. 

2 ployment of all convicts in said state reformatory in any work of construction or manufacture 
. . 

il or other kind of work commonly done in prisons, and the laws in regard to making contracts 

4 for the labor of prisoners in the penitentiaries shall apply to prisoners in the reformatory. 

Sec. 17. Whenever a convict in said reformatory is prononnced insane by the physician 

'2 of said reformatory, he shall be placed in the department for the criminal inslLne for treatment. 

Sec. 18. Chapter 118 of the Acts of the Twenty-seventh General Assembly and all amend-

2 ments thereto shall, so far as practicable, apply to the reformatory, and the management 
• 

[\ thereof, inclnding the appointment of officers and employes, the making of contracts, the pur-
• 

4 chase of supplies, and the payment of money, shall be in all respects as required by said chapter 

5 as amended, except as herein otherwise provided. 

~.----.---.----........ . 
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Sec. 19. Nothing in this Act shallbe constraed to affect existing laws and conditions as to . 
, 

2 the department for the criminal insane,. the department for women convictsl1nd the industrial, 

, 
, 

Sec. 20. There is hm'eby appropriatedout of any funds in the state treasuary not otherwise 
, 

2 , appropriated the sam of, Thirty Thousand (30,000.00) Dollars for the transfer of prisoners at the 
' , 

3, opening of the reformatory and for the objects contemplated by SectioIl15 of this ACt. 
• 

Sec. 21. All acts and parts of acts in conflict with thisAct are hereby repealed. 
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