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FOR AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A JUVENILE COURT, AND TO REGULATE THE TREAT- -
MENT AND CONTROL OF DEPENDENT, NEGLECTED AND DELINQUENT
CHILDREN. - o [

Be 1t ExacTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE oF lowa:

' Séction_ 1. The district coﬁ_rt is hereby cl.othed with origiﬂal and fuli jﬁrisdictiou to hear
-2 and determine ail cases coming within the purview of this act,and the 'proceedings, él'del's,
8 findings and decisions of said court shall be entered {na book or books to be kept fdr_ the -
' 4 purpose and known as the J ﬁvenile Comrt Record. -Said court shalll aiwa&s be .0}.)911 for the
' 5 tr.a_usactioﬁ of business coming under the puf-View of this ac't, buf the hearing of ény mattef
6 requiring nottee shall be had only in term time or at sﬁ.c'h time ‘a'nd_ place és the Judge may
“7 appoint. |
“Sec. 2. This act shall apply only to children under the age of sixteen ye&rs, not at the
2 time inmates of a Mlate i_n_s't‘itutio.n or aujz induastrial src'hool fof b.oys or girls, or th any inst'il— '
3 tution incorporated under the .laws of this State, and‘shalll apply to all childreﬁ of said age,.
~4 except Sﬁcjl'as are charged with the commission of D'i‘fe_ﬁs.es pllJ..DiSh&bl_{-} under the laws of the

5  State with life imprisonment, or with ﬁhe penalty of death. For the pu.rp.ose'of this act, the

o “words “dependent children” or “neglected children” shall mean any child who for any reason

- '_'7 is destitute or homéless,'or ab'andoned; -or dependent npon the pubﬁc for stlpporf; or who has

16 )

not proper parental eare or guardianship; or who habitually begs or receives alims; or who is
“9. found living in any house of ill fame, or with ‘any vicious or disrepatable person; or whose -
10 home, by reason of veglect, cruelty or depravity on the part of its parvents or guardian or -

11 other person in whose care it may be, is an unfit place for such child; and any child under
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the age of ten (10) years; who is found begging, or giving any public entertainment upon the
street for pecuniary gain for self or another; or who accompanies or is used in aid of any
person so doing; or who, by reason of other vicious, base or corrupting surroundings, is, in
the opinion of the court, within the spirit of this act. The words “delinquent child” shall
include any child under the age of sixteen years, who violates any law of this State, or any
city or village ordinance; or who is incorrigible; or who knowingly associates with thieves,
vicious or immoral persons, or who is growing up in idleness or crime; or who knowingly
frequents a house of ill fame; or who patronizes any policy shop or place where any gaming
device is, or shall be operated; or who habitually wanders about any railroad yards or tracks,
gets upon any moving train or enters any car or engine without lawful authority. The word
“child” or “children” may mean one or more children, and the word “ﬁarent” or “parents”
may be ‘held to mean one or both parents when consistent with the intent of this act. The
word “association” shall include any corporation which includes in its parposes the e;are or
disposition of children coming within the meaning of this act.

Sec. 3. Any reputable person being a resident of the county, having knowledge of a child
in his county who appears to be either dependent, neglected or delinquent, may, without fee,
file with clerk of the court having jurisdiction of the matter, a petition in writing, setting forth
the facts, verified by aflidavit; it shall be sufficieut if the aflidavit is upon information and
belief.

Sec. 4. Upon the tiling of the petition the court may cause a summons to issue requiring
the person having custody or control of‘the child or with whom the child may be, to appear
with the child at a time and place stated in the summons. The parents of the child, if living,
and their residence is known, or its legal guardian, if one there be, or if there is neither
parent nor guardian or if his or her residence is not known, then some relative, if there be
one and his residence is known, shall be notitied of the proceedings, and in any case the judge
may appoint some suitable person to act in behalf of the child. If the persén summoned as
herein provided shall fail to appear or bring the child, without reasonable cause, and abide
the order of the court, he may be proceeded against as in case of contempt of court. In case
the summons cannot be served or the party fails to 6bey the same, and in any case when it
shall be made to appear to the court that such summons will be ineffectual, a warrant may
issue on the order of the court, either against the parent or guardian or the person having
custody of the child or with whom the child may be, or against the child itself. On the

return of the summons or other process, or as soon thereafter as may be, the court shall
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i_)roceed to hear and dis"pose of the case in a summary manner; provided, h'pw_ever, that when
the child is brought before the court, charged with the commission of a crime, ﬁot puhisbable
with imprisonment for life, or the .penalty of death, the court may, and if the chil'd,. its parent
or guardian demands, shall plac'e the child dn trial for the com’h:xissiqﬁ of such offense.
‘Where the penalty for the offense committed exceeds  fine of one hundred dollars (§100), or
imprisonment.for thirty (30) ddys, the court shall make an examination and in condncting
same shall be governed by the provisions of sections five thousand two hundred and- sixteen
(6216), tive throusaﬁd .two hundred aﬁd eighteen (521l8), ﬁvé thousand two hundréa a,nd ‘
nineteen (5219), five thou_sa;nd-tvyo hundred and tweﬁty-bne (5221), five thousand two hundred.
and tw.el'lty—two (H229), five thousand two hundred and twonty-three (52.23),.ﬁve tho..usa,n_d two
hundred and twenty-four (5224); five thousand.two hundred and twenty-five (5225), five

thousand two hundred and twenty-six {5226), five thousand two hundred and twenty-sev_e'n

(5227), and five thousand two hundred and thirty nine (523Y) of the Code, and shall make

certificate, order. of discharge 6r commitmeut, issue warrant, require uhlderta,kiugs of witnesses
and security and commit withesses as provided by sectiong five thousand two hundred and
twenty-eight (5228) to five thoﬁ'sa,nd two hundred and thirty-five (5235) of the Code inclusive.
1f the chiid is unable to furnish the réquired bail, the éhild may, peﬁding the final disposition |

of the case, be detained in the possession of the person having charge of the same, or may be

kept in a suitable place providéd by the city or couhty authorities. If the crime is not triable

on indictment, or if it appears on the.examina,t_ion that a public offense has been committed
which is not triable on indictment the conrt may order any peace officer to file information
against the child before him and shall proceed to try the case before a jury bf twelve (12) -
men, selected as in a justice’s .court The proceedmgs shall be as provided for trials in the
dlstmct court cLI’]d the defendant shall be entitled to his exceptions and right of appeal

Sec 5. When any such boy or glrl shall be found gulltv of the commission of a crime,
not punishable with imprisonment for life, or the penalty of dea,th, the coqrt in its discretion
may, instead of entering judgment of conviction, make order coneerning such ¢hild in man-
ner as hereina,fter' provided.
| Sec. 6. The court shall have authority to appoint or designate one or more disereet per- -
sons of good character to serve. as probation officers during the pleasure of the court; said
probation officers to receive no compénsatibn from the public treasury. In case a probation
officer shall be. appointed by any court, it éhaﬂ be the duty of the clerk of the court, if prac-

ticable, to _n-otify the said probation officer in a.dva..nce Whe_n any child is to be brought before
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the said court; it shall be the duty of said probation officer to make such investigation as

“may be required by the court; to be present in court in order to represent the interests of the

child when the case is heard; to furnish to the court such information and assistance us the
judge may require, and to take such charge of any child before and after trial as may be
directed by the court.

See. 7. The judge of such court shall designate a certain time for the hearing of such

_ cases and is hereby empowered, when tried in a summary manner as provided . in section four

(4) hereof, to exclude from the courtroom at such hearing any and all persons that in his

opinion, are not necessary for the hearing of the case. The probation officer shall be present'

at every hearing in the interest of the child.

" Sec. 8. When any child of the_ age stated in section two (2) hereof, shall be found to be -
dependent or neglected, within the m‘eaning of this act, the court may make. an order com- 4

_ mitting the child to the care of some suitable State institution, or to the care of some repu'ta-r

ble citizen of good moral character, or to the care of some industrial school, ag provided by law,

or to the care of some association willing to receive it, embracing in its objects the purpose

of caring for and obtaining homes for dependent and neglected children, which association

shall have been accredited as hereinafter provided. The court may, when. the health or condi-

‘tion of the child may reguire it, cause the child to be placed in a public hospital or institu-

tibn for t-reatment’or special care, or in a private h;oSpitaLl or institution which will receive it
for like purposes Withoﬁt charge. ..
Sec. 9. In any case where the court shall award a child to the care of any association or
iﬁdivid ual in a,ccord;ince with the provistons of this act, the child shall, unless otherwise ord ered,
become a ward and subject toﬂ the gu‘aréia-nship of the association or individual to whose care
it is committed, Such -association'or individual shall have anthority to place sneh child 1 a
family home, with or without indeunture, and m@& be made party to any proceedings 'for the
legal adoption of the child, and may by his or its attorney ox agént appear im any court .whe'ré
sach proceedingé are perﬁding and assént to such adoption. And sﬁch assentshall be sufficient

to anthorize the court to enter the proper order or decree for adoption. Sach gnardianship

_shall not include the gu:irdianship of any estate of the child.

| Sec. 10. Tt shall be lawful for the parent, parents, guardian or other person having a right

~to dispose of a dependent or neglected child to enter-into-an agreement with any association or

institution incorporated under any public law of this State for the -'pm;pt)se of aiding, caring for

_or placing in home sueh children, and being-approved as herein provided, for the surrender of
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Such child to Such a,ssomamon or 111st1tut10n to be taken and ccwed for by such association

ror institution or put in a fam_lly home. Such agreement may contain any and all proper

stipulatiens to that end, a,ﬁd'-may authorize the association or institution by its attorney or

agent, to appear in any preceeding for the legal adoption of the child and consent to its adoption,

and the order of the court made upon such consent shall be bindingr upon the child and its .
parents or guardlan or other person the same as if such pelsou were personally in court and con- -
sented thereto whethex made party to the proceeding or not.

Sec. 11. 1In the case of a delinquent ehlld the court may continue the hearmg from time

"to_time, and may commit the child to the care or custody of a probation officer, _a,nd may aliow -

said child to remain in its own home subject to the visitation of the probation officer; such

- child to report to the probation officer as often as may be required, and subject to be returned

to the court for further or.other proceedings wh_enever such action may appear to be necessary;
or the court may ea,use the child to be placed in asuitable family home, subject to the friendly

. : / _ :
supervision of the probation officer and the further order of the court; or it may authorize the

child to be boarded out in some suitable family home, in case provision is made bjr voluntary

contribution or otherwise for the. payment of the board of such child, un_tﬂ suitable provision
may be made in a heme without such paymen‘t; 01'- the court may comm.it such ehild_, if a leoy,
‘to an ind ustrial school for boys; or, if a girl, to an industrial school for girls; or the court mey
commit the childr to aﬁy institufion within the county, in-eorpora,ted under the laws of this
State, that may care for delinquent children, or be -previded by a.‘c.i'ty or county, suitable forthe .
cere of such children, or to any S_ta,te institution which may be establisﬁed forlthe care of delin- _'
queet boys or girls o_V.er the age of te_n (10} years. In no case shall a child be comneiti:ed be-
yond his or her nﬂinority A child committed fo sﬁch institution shall be Subject to"the control :
of the board of managers thereof, and said boald shall have power to pmole the chlld on. such
conditions as it may prescrlbe and the court shall, on the recommendatlon of the board ha,ve ‘
power to dlscha,rge such child from custody whenever, in the judgment’ of the eoult hls or her
refmmatlon_ 18 complete; or the court may commlt the child to the care and custody of some
association that will receive it, embraciné in its objects the care o.f neglecte_d and ldependenb
children, and that has been duly accredited as hereinafter provided.: | |

Sec. 12. No couft or magistrete shall commit a child not yet ha,ving reached hig sevel'Il-
teenth (17th) buthday, to ]&11 or police eta,tlon but if such child i is. undble to give bail it may
be committed to the care of the c:herﬂff police oﬁicer plobatlon ofﬁcer or other person, who

shall keep such child i in some suitable place provided by the city or county, outside the ep-
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: "closure of any ]&1] ol pohce staltlon. When any child sha,ll be sentenced to conﬁnement in
.'_any 1nst1tut1on to whlch adult (,ouVlctS cLl'B Sentenced 1t eha]l be unlawful to conhne emh
'._'Chlld in the same ya,rd or enclosure W1th euch adult conv1cts, or 0 brmg such ch11d into any -
::yard or bu1ld1ng in which adult conv1cte may be preseut Any such -chﬂd teken before a,ny-
'_:_]uStICB of the peace or . pohce court in euch countree cha,rged w1th nnsdemeanor, aha,ll to

gether Wltll the case, be at once transterred by sard ]ustme ot the pea,ce or pohce court to s(ud

d1str1ct court and prOper order shall be made therefor

Sec 16 In any case in Wh1ch the court- shall hnd a Clll].(l dependent neghgent or delin-" -
) .-quent it may, in the same or subsequent proceedlngs upon the pa,rents of sald ch1ld or Eltllel -

of them bemU duly su mmoned or VoluntarIlV dppear1ng, proeeed to i rnqulre lnto the &blllt) of

such pa,rent or pcnents to support the ch11d or contr1bute thereto and if the COlllt sha,ll find

..'such palent or pa,lents able to support the child or contribute to its _support, the coult may
enter such order or decree as shall be d:CCOldlllg to equ1ty in the plelSBS, and may enlorce

" the same by exeeutron or in any me in whlch a court ol: equlty 1na,y enfome its orders ‘or

decrees
‘Sec. 14. The Board of Control shall designate and e'pprove'_ the inst_itutione and aééocia-

tions to. ha,ve charge of juveniles under this act and shall have supervision, oversight and right

cof Visitation (by all or auny of its mem bers or by such persons as it shall abpoint thereto} to all

1nst1tut10ns and assoclations havmo chd.lge of ]uvenlles under thls a,ct and said coult fusti--

tutlons and essoc1at1ons ShELll make a,nnua,l reports in the first ﬁfteen (15) days 1n Jctnualy of

. each year to said Board of ("ontrol The report of the oou1t shall rnclude the’ numbﬂl of .

'Juvenlles of each sex brought before it, the number tor whom homeb had been obta,lned the

number sent to Stmte 1nst1tutlons and the number under charge of such assocmtlone

- Bec. 15. The court in conmnttmcr chlldren shall plctce them as far as pchCtluLlJle in the -
care and custody of some 1ud1v1dudl holdm(r the same 1ehg1ous bellef as the galente of said -
: clnld or. w1th sotne association Wthh is controlled by pe1eon5 of like 1ehg10ue fcmi with the

.'perents of said ch1ld

bec 16. Tl’lIS ach shall be construed hbemlly to the end, thet 1tc; purpose may he tcmled

out, to Wlt That the care, cuetody a,nd dlsmplme of a chlld Shdll approxnnmte as nearly as

:may be that Whlch qhould be given by 1tq palent.s, and in all cases where it can pronerly be

done the ch1ld to be placed in an eppwved rannly home and beoome a membei of the family.

4 by ]egal E-LdOpthl’l or otherwrne




