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PUBLIC LANDS AND BUILDINGS. 
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. FOR AN ACT TO ENABLE THE STATE OF IOWA TO SELL AND DISPOSE OF ALL 
. . 

DRAINED OR RECLALMED INLAND' MEANDERED LAKE BEDS, AND OTHER 

LANDS, . 

• 

. BE IT ENAOTED' BY 'l'HE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF rOWA: 

Sectiou 1. That the hed of any meandered inland lake where the .watersthereof have 
• • 

2 been drained or have disappeared therefrom, and the land between high water mark and the 
• • 

3 oenter of. the channel of any former navigable stream, where such channel has beenahan-

4 doned so that sl,lch lake bed or river channel is no longer capable of use, and is not likely to' 
, - - , 

. 

5 again be used for the pnrposes of navigation, and the title thereto still remains in the . . . 

6 State . of Iowa, and all bars or islands in the channels of navigable streams, not heretofore 

7 surveyed or platted by the United States or by the State of Iowa, and all within the jurisdic-
. 

S tion of the State of Iowa, sh.all be sold and disposed of as hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 2, Any person' desiring to purchase any such land shall be required to file written 
, ' , , 

• 

2 application therefor with the Secretary of State, which application shall be accompanied with 

3 a deposit of not less'than one dollar ($1) per fl,cre,for the land so desired to be .purchased, and 
· . 

4 . which deposit in the aggregate shall in no event be less ti:lan twenty-five dollars ($25), the .. 

'5 total amonnt of the deposit to be fixed by the Secretary of State, which snm or so mnch 

6' thereof as may be necessary shall be applied in the payment of the necessary expense. of sur" 

7 vey of such land and appraisement of the value thereof, as hereinafter provided . 
• 

Sec. 3 .. ' Upon receiving snch application and deposit it shall be the dnty of . . 

. 

the Secretary 
. ' 

2 of State. to order a complete survey of such land to be made by the county surveyor of the 
. 

3 .connty wherein the land is sitnated,and in case of the rdusal or inability of snch cou'nty sur- . 

4'· veyor to make ~u(Jh survey, .then the Secretary of State shall appoint Some other competent 
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5 surveyor to make such survey. W heu such survey is made a full .report thereof, with field 

6. notesshall be filed with the Land Commissioner and recorded in a bo~k prepareo. and kept fOl' 

.7 that purpose inthe office .of the SeCi'etary of State, which report and field notes shall consti-

• 

• 

: > -

. . 

• 

8 tute the official survey of such land. . 
. . . 

. 

Sec. 4. Upon the filing of such report, with the accompanying field notes, the Secretary 
. 

2· of State shall thereupon appoint a commission of three (3)' disinterested freeholders of the 
0_, - '_ , ' 

3 . county where the land is situated, to view the land and make appraisement of the value thereof, . '- .' 

. 4 .which appraisement shall be returned and filed with the Land Commissioner in the office of the 

·5 Secretary of State. Notice of such appraisement shall thereupon be given to such purchaser,· 

6 .and upon payment of the balance required as fixed by tbe appraised value, such person shall 

7 . be entitled to a deed therefor .. 

Sec. 5. The surveyo~ making such survey shall be entitled to receive the sum of five dol-· 
1 ' __ , • _ ' __ 

2 lars ($5) per day: for his services .assuch, and such additional amount as maybe.agreed upon 

. 3 . and necessary for tbe expenses of chainmen and other attendants, and the commissioners, fLlr· 
. 

4 . their services in making such appraise'ment shall .each. be entitled to receive the sum of three . . 

5 ... dollars($3) per dayfor the actual time employed . 
• 

. Sec. 6 .. None of such land shall be sold for less than the appraised value tbereof, except 
.' . 

2 as hereinafter provided. If the person filing the original application shall be unwilling to pay. 
• • • 

3 the an;J.Ount per acre as fixed by tbe appraisers, he shall be permitted to deposit whatever amount 
. . 

4 he is willing to pay, in addition to his original deposit, for such land so desired to bepnrchased 

5 by bim, and if at the expiration ofthirty '(30) days no otberpersonhas appearedanddeposited . 
. 

6 and offered to pay a larger amount, be shall be entitled to a deed for the land for the total . . 

7 amount deposited by bim:' but if beforet4e expiration of such thirty days there shall be a larger 
• 

8 amount deposited and offered to be paid by some otberperson for such land; and tbe said. orig-

9 inal purchaser is still unwilling to increase his total deposit to the amount of tbe appra.iscmcnt,. 

1.0 orto an amount beyond that of the last· bidder, tben sucb person shall be entitled to a deed for 

11 such land .. If the said.original purchaser shall increase his total deposit to the amount of tbe 

12 appraisement, witbin said period of tbirty days; such original purchaser shall thereupon be enti-
- - . . 

13 tled to a deed for such land . 

.... Sec. 7. Any person who has in fact lived upon any.s\lch land and. occnpied tbe same as a 
- -" - -- - , , -. . 

2 home for himself and family continuously. for a period of three. (3)01' more yea,rs immedlately 
. - , - ,,- - .' . - . ' - _.,," -

3 prior to the time of the passage of tbis act, and sucboccupation has been iligooclfaith for tbe . . -- . _. . . . . . 

. 4.purpose. of reclaihling such land and procuring the. ti.tle ther.eto, wheneyel,' . by Jaw such title 
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5 'could be vested in him by purchase from the proper authority; shall be allowed thirty_(30) days 
• 

6 from the date this act takes effect within which to file appliCi1tion as a proposed purchaser of 
- -

7 such land. When any snch application is filed,.accompanie,j with the required deposit, it shall 

8 have priorityover any or all other applications filed for such.bnd and shall be treated a8 the 

first application therefor. . 

Sec. 8. When, npon full compliance with the provisions of this act, i1ny person shall be- -. 
- .' 

2 come entitled to a deed for any snch land, a deed shall thereupon. be issued to such person, 
" 

3 signed by the Governor and attested by the Secretary of State, which deed shall be ind ue form, 

4 and shall also recite the name of the party making the first <Lpplication to purchase such Jand,-

5 the amount of his deposit, the appraisement, the name of the party '1Iaking final payment and 

6 entitled to a deed, whether as original purchaser, hy assignment or as the highest bidder, and 

7 also thatsnch rleed is given for the purpose of conveying only snch title and interest in the 

8 land as the state may at the time own and possess, and has the right to convey. A record of 
• 

9 such can veyance shall be made and kept by the Land Oommissioner in the office of the Secre-. . 

• 

. 10 tary of State. 

Sec. 9. If at any time within five (5) years from the date of said deed the grantee therein. 

2 . or his successors, administrators or assigns, shall cause to be filed with the S8.cretary of State 

3 a duly ·certified transcript of a decree of a court of record, showing that the con veyance by the 

4 state passed no title whatever to such land because title thereto had previously. for any reason 

·5 teen vested in others, then the money so paid for such conveyance shall be refunded by the state 

• 

6 to the person or persons entitled thereto. 

Sec. 10 Whenever any such land shall be found to have been previously surveyed under 
• . 

2 or by virtue of any order of a court of record, and the record of such survey has been duly 

3 made and preserved, then and in that event in the discretion of the Secretary of State, a duly 

4 certified transcript of such record, together with the field notes accompanying the same, may 

5 be filed with the Land Oommissioner in the office of the Secretary of State, and when so filed 

6 shall obviate the necessity for any further survey of snch land, except when such survey be-

7 comes necessary for the purpose of execution of conveyances thereof, and the record of such 

8 transcript, when fiied, shan constitute the official survey of snch land. 

Sec. 11. All moneys received by the Secretary of State for the sale and conveyance of 

. 2 any land under the provisions of this act, after the payment of the necessary expenses of sur-
• 

3 vey and appraisement thereof, shall be paid over to the 'rreasurer of State, and voucher there-

4 for filed and. preserved in t.he office of the Land Commissioner in the office of the Secretary of 

• • 
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, 5,', State, ' The moneys so realized shall be kept as a separate fund to be used to pay any expenses 
, 

'6 properly certified nnder the provisions of .;., ..... ;:, ..... , .......................... " ....... . 
• , 

7 for draining any lake beds or swampy or marshy lands belonging to the state, and all unex-
, , 

8' pended balances thereof from time to time, in the, judgment and discretion of the Executive 
, 

90ouncil, shall be turned over to the, ...... ,' .; ................... , ..... fund. 

" Sec. 12. This act, being deemed of immediate importance, shall take effect and be i~ force 
~ . ' ~ 

, ' 

,2 from and after its pnblication in the Register and Leader and The Oapital, newspapers published 

3 in the city of Des Moines, Iowa. ' 
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