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FOR AN ACT TO PROVIDE. FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A BOARD OF GOOD ROADS 
• 

AND DRAINAGE COMMISSroNERS FOR THE STATE OF IOWA, ANDDEFINmG 

THEIR COMPENSATION, DU'rIESAND ,['ERMOF OFFICE. 

• • 

BE IT ENAOTED DY nm GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TIlE STATE OF low A. : . 
• 

. 

Section 1. The Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Executive Council,' 
. . 

2 sball, npon the passage of this act, appoint three competent persons, whof.hall be qnalified 
, 

3 electors of the State of Iowa, and whC! shall comtitute a Board of Good Roads -and Drainage 
. 

4 Commissioners. Said commissioners shall hold their oflkes from the date of their respective 

5 appointments, for the term of one, two and three years respectively, from the first day of April 

6 next after their appointment. The Governor shall, ina like manner, before the first day of 
• 

7 April of each year thereafter, appoint a commissioner as successor' to the commissioner whose 

8 term of office then expires, to continue in office for a term of three years from said date. Tn 

9 case 'any vacancy occurs in the said board, by resignation or otherwise, the Governor shall in 

10 the same manner appoint a commissioner for the residue of such term, and may remove one 

11 . or all of such commissioners and appoint others to fill their places at any time in the discretion 

12 'of the Governor and Executive . Council. The commissioners appointed hereunder shall, 
. 

13 . as nearly as practicable, be selected one from the eastern, one from the central and one from 

14' the western portions of the State. No person interested in any road or pnblic drainage contract 

15 or in fnrnishing material for the construction of permanent roads or pnblie drains shall be 

16 eligible to the office of commissioner. 

Sec. 2. The Governor shall: after the appointment of said commissioners, designate which 
. 

2 one of said commissioners shall be the chairman, and which one shall be the secretary of said 

.3 board . 
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Sec. 3, Said commissioners shall have general supervision of the highways of the State, 

2 they shall collect and collate information as to the geological formation of the State so far as 
. . . 

3 it relates to materials for improving public highways, shall prepare maps, showing county, 
• 

4 city and township, boundaries, together with the public ways and highways, with l)ames of 
, 

5 the same where practicable, shall upon the request of the Board of Supervisors of any county, 
, - ' . , 

6 .or upou request of tile township trustees of any township, sur~ey or cause to be surveyed, any 

7 highway in the State, for the purpose of determining a proper gradea,nd the best method of 

8 .• drainage, and the most desirable and practicable means of' permanently improving the same ... 
• 

',9 Shall perform ,all ,work with a view to creating and maintaining the most practicable lmd 

10 uniform system of grades and of drainages consistent with modern scientific methods, The 

11 work' of said commissiou shall also include the collection and dissemination of information' • 
, 

12 'concerning bridges and water ways in so far as they pertain to or affect public highways or 

13 the proper drainage thereof. 
• 

Sec, 4. All the said maps and all records and data and information collected and collated' 

2 by said commissioners shall be open'to inspection of the public. , . " .' -

, Sec. 5. .In the performance of their dnties, the said, commissioners are hereby empowered 
. , , 

·2 to employ a competent civil engineer, at a compensation not to exceed ten dollars ($10) pel' 

3 diem and traveling expenses for time actually employed in the work of the commission. They 

4 . may also employ an assistant to this engineer, at a compensation not exceeding fonr dollar,s 
, 

5 per diem, and traveling expenses while actually employed. Said commissioners are also 

6 hereby empowered to employ one clerk at a salary not to exceed sixty-five dollars ($65.00) per 
, 

7 month, to.assist in the work of the office. No such e\lgineer, or such engineer's assistant, 

.8 shall be hired unless at least two of said commissioners are in favor of his selection, and unless 
, 

9 " the Governor of the State shall also approve thereof. 'l'heemployment of said clerk shall be 

'10 discretionary with the secretal'y. 
, 

Sec. 6. The secretary of the commission shall devote all of his time to the work of the 

2 commission, and shall receive a s"laryof two hundred dollars ($200) per month, and ,Ill travel-
, 

3 ing expenses while in the prosecution of his work. 'fhe other two members of said commission ' 

4 shall receive a salary of ten dollars, ($10) per diem and traveling expenses while actually 

5 employed in the work of :the comll1ission, provided, that, neither of said two commissioners 
, 

6· shall be employed more than sixty (61)) days inany one year.' 
, , 

. 8ec, 7. Said commissiou shall hold, or cause ·to, be held, public meetings (at which at 

·2 least One of said commissioners shall be present), at least once in. each county of the, State 
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3 during the year. Such meetings shall be open for the discussion of all problems pertaining to 

4 highways and drainage. 
• • • 

Sec, 8. Whenever said commission is reqnested to investigate or perform labor upon, or 
, 

2 collect or disseminate any information concenling one or more highways in any county, it . . 

3 shall be discretionary with said cOl1lmission as to bow m I]('.h, if any, time and 
. 

labor, shall be 
. 

4 expended thereon, Highways which are recognized by the commission to be principal 

, ;; 
"-'0' 5 thoroughfares shall receive first attention. 

• Sec. 9, In each and every case where surveys have been made, or caused to be made by 
• 

• 

2 said commission, grades established, ftnd system of drainage decided upon and profiles made, 

3 'showing the work done by the engineers, it shall then, and thereafter, be the duty of the local' , . 
. , " 

, , 

,j 

• 

4 county supervisors, township trustees, or persons having charge of the work upon said roads, 
. , ' 

5 to follow as nearly as practicable, the plans ·thus set fort]! by tho commission in whatever 

6 work may, be done upon said highways, to the end that when, if ever, said highways shall be 

7 permanently improved, the work thus done shall have been in liarmony with and leading up 

8 to such permanent improvement, 
• 

Sec. 10, Whenever it is practicable for said commission to use the engineering or geological 

2 departments of either the State Agricultural College at Ames or the.University of Iowa, at 

3 Iowa City, in the prosecution of their work and without expense to the State of Iowa beyond 

4 necessary traveling expenses of said' person or persons thus employed, it shall he the duty of 

5 said commission to so utilize said departments, 

Sec. 11, Said commission shall make an annnal report of its doings, of its receipts 

2 and expenditures, and of everything pertaining to its o.ffice, to the Governor of State and his . . 

3 Executive Couucil,.· and upon alternate years when the legislature is in session, such reports 
• 

4 shall also he directed to the legislature, and shall always contain the recommendation of the 

5 commission 'as to future operations. 

Sec. 12. The said commissioners shall be provided with and maintain an o.ffice in the 

2 Capitol,or at some other suitable place in the city of Des Moines; said office shall be furnished 

3 at the expense of the State with necessary o.ffice furniture and stationery. Said commission 

4 shall hold monthly meetings in order to dispose of all matters pertaining to the work of their 

5 o.ffice. 

Sec. 13. Each of said commissioners shall enter into bonds to be approved by the Exec-

2' ntive Council, in the sum of five thonsand dollars ($5,000), conditioned for the faithful perform- j 

3 ance of their duties. 
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Sec, 14. For the purpose of carrying out the provision of this act, there shall he appro-

2 priatedthe sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) per annum for tbetwo years following the 
. . . 

3 passltge of this ltct, 
• 

. 

Sec, 15. This act, being deemed of immediate importance, shalltltke effect ltud be in force 

_2 from and after its pUblication in the. , ... , .................. , and . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 
3 newspapers published in Des 1ioines, Iowlt. 
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