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FOH AN ACT TO I<JSTABLISH A UNIF'ORJiI PHIMAHY AND OAUOUS SYSTEM FOH THE 
. 

NOllHNA'fION OF. CANDIDATES J<'OH STATE OFFICES AND· 'fHE VAHIOUS 

OFFICES IN THE TOWNS, OITIES, TOWNSHIPS, OOUNTIES, AND REPHESEN

TATIVE, SENATOHIAL AND JUDICIAL DISTRICTS OF IOWA. 

" I ' ,. \"'''Ej'' T>y 'l'r"CE - :J ~ .c, v J .LJ.l..> -'-.I.- G' - ]BNEltAL ASSEMBLY OF :TIIE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. On Tuesday ten (10) weeks preceding any general election at whicbofficers for 

.2 township, county and representative, senatorial and judicial districts of this state are to be 

·3 elected at tbe primary election shall be held in the several election districts comprised within 
• • 

4 the territory for which such officers are to be elected, in accordance with this act which 
" - , , ' 

. 

i) shall be known as the primary election, for the purpose of choosing all candidates for elective 

6 township, county and district officers and all other officers which are to be chrJsen wholly by 

7 electors within any sub-division of this state (excepting oflicers of incorporated towns and 

8 cities and state officers who are to be choseri' wholly by the electors of the entire state 
. 

and 

9 congressional officers who shall be elected by the congressional districts), at said ensning elec-· 
• 

10 tion and said Primary election day shall be and constitute the first day of registration of elec-

11 

12 
. 

13 

• • 

tors for the next ensuing election in all election districts where. registration is now required 
, . . 

which are subject to the provisions of this act, and shall be in addition to the first day now 

provided by law for the registration of electors in such districts but shall not be construed to 

14 affect the date of the registration days now provided by law.- . 

15 All elective officers not herein provided for snaIl be filled as heretofore provided hy the 

.' 16 Oode of 1891. 
-

Sec. 2. A political party within the meaning of this actjs one which shall have cast at. 
• 
. 

• 

, 2 least 10 per cent of the total vote cast at the last preceding general election for its leading ' . 

• 
• • 
• 

• 
• • 
• • 
• . . , 
• , , 
• , 
. 

• 

3 candidate, or shall present to the county auditor a petition asking for the right to have apri-. 
. .' 

-, ',-
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. 

· 4 mary election ticket as provided for by this act, such petition to contain at least 10 pel' cent 

5 of the qualified electors of the county in' which the privilege is asked .. All nominations of 

· 6 candidates for the offices herein provided for shall be made only by such political parties. and 

7 in accordance with the provisions of this act and not otherwise. All political parties that 

8 nominating candidates for the offices herein. provided for shall nominate the same on the said 

9 primary day in the manner herein provided . 

. Sec. 3. Election districts, for the purpose of this act, shall be the same and governed' hy 

2 the same parties and subject to the same control as the election precincts provided for in sec-
• 

S tion 1090 of the Code of 1897, and the provisions of said section shall be the provisions of sec-

4 tionS of this act; provided that said election precincts shall not be changed between the date 

5 of the notice of the boundary of such precincts preceding the 

6 election thereafter. 

primary and the next ensuing 

• 

Sec. 4 Polling places in precincts not otherwise herein provided for. shall be snbject to 

2 and governed by section 1091 ofthe Code of 1897 and the notice of the boundary ofprecincts 

S shall be in accordance with the provisions of section 1092 of the Code of 1897, excepting the 

4 same shall be published for the 30 days before the primary electiou day. 

Sec. 5. At least thirty (30) days before the primary election day, any person' who shall 

2 be eligible to an office which he seeks shall file with the secretary of state, if an office to 
• 

S be voted for in more than one county, or the county auditor, if to be voted for in a single 
. 

4 county, with an affidavit to the effect that it is his bona fide intention to run for the nomina-
• 

. 

5 . tion for any specified office, for the purpose of trying to secure the' nomination to such office 

· .6 for himself, and upon payment to the secretary of state of twenty (20) dollars, if fot' auy 

· 7 other office to be voted for in more than one county; and if to be voted for in only one county 
, , - , 

• 

8 he shall pay then ten (10) dollars to the county auditor thereof and candidates for township . . . 

. 

9 officers shall pay to the county auditor one (I) dollar therefor, a receipt for which shaH in all . 

10 'cases be given him; the county auditor shall place his namenpon the primary election ballot 
. 

11 . of his party, as hereinalterprovided. 
. 

12 The secretary of state and county auditor shallnnmber each affidavit so filed with. them 

13 in numercialorder as received .. Such fee of ten (10) dollars in case of a candidate fOl' a city 

14 office, shall be immediately paid into the. city treasury by the county auditor, in case of fees 

15 received by him, and in other casesof fees received by him shall be so paid in to county treas-
• • 

16 nry, but no fee shall be required from any person who is a candidate for any office to whichl10 

17 compensation is authorized to be paid. . . 
• 

• 

, .,' 

• 

• 

. . . . 



" 

• , 
• , 

• , 
• 
• 
• 

• • 
• • , , 
· • • 

• 

. . 
, . 

• 

-3- . . 

-
Sec. 6. Incase of fees paid to secretary of state as aforesaid, he shall immediately after 

2 the last day for filing nomination affidavits with him has expired, divide th~amounts of the 

3 fees of candidates equally between the counties within which such candidates are to run for 

4 office, and issue warrants for said amounts to the state treasnrer, who will remit and pay the 

5 same at once to the treasnrers of said counties respectively .. ' 

·6 Said affidavit may be in substantially the following form: 

7 I, A ........ B ........ , being dnly sworn (or affirmed), say that 1 reside. at nnmber ..... . 

. 8 street .......... , (city or town) of. ........... , county ()f ........ :., State of Iowa, and am a 

.9 qualified voter therein, and a .......... and voted the ............. ticket at the last preceding 

10 general election, that I am·a candidate for liomination to the office of. ......... to be made at 
. . 

11. the .primary election of said party to be held on ....... " and hereby req uest that my name be 

12 printed on the official primary ballot, as provided by law, as a candidate of .the ........ party. 

13 Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me ...... date ...•..... 
• • 

. . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . , . . . . . . -. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Sec. 7. In all primary electiol1sheld in 'pursuance vf this act, the same provisions now 
• 

2 governing the selection of judges and clerks of election as provided by Oode section 1093,shall 
• 

. 3 apply in the selection of judges and clerks for the various primaries, both in the number 

4 thereof and the manner of their selection, and where necessary for such election board to be 
- " -

5 made .up by the board of supervisors the same shall be so made up at least thirty days pre- . 
. 

6 ceding said primary. 

Sec. I). All persons entitled to vote in the electiori district on the day of the primary elec- . 

2 tion, or to register for the. purpose of' voting at the ensuing election where registration is . 

. 3 required, shall be entitled to participa,te in the primary electiou, but -no votershall receive a 

4 primary ballot or be entitled to vote until he has duly registered in the manner provided by 

5 .Jaw where registration is now required. 

. Sec. 9. If a voter otherwise qualified presents himself for the purpose of voting at .any 

2 primary election where registration is not required, or is duly registered as a voter where regis-

3 tration is required, he shall be entitled forthwith to receive a ballot of the political party with 
. . 

4 which he then dedares. (under oath if challenged) that he affiliated, and. whose candidates. he 
. . 

5 generally supported at the last general election, and with which party he proposes to affiliate 

\, 

6at the next general election;which questions shall be put by one ofthejudges of the primary 

7eleetion to each person otherwise qualified to vote; provided that a first vot,er sball not be .' 

• 

• 
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8 required to state his past political affiliatiou. If, however, a person otherwise qualified appears 

9 . before the primary electiou board and. desires to vote for the candidates of a certain party and 

10 satisfactorily answers the questions required to be put to him by a judge of such primary elec

'11 tion board, and his right to vote for the candidates of that particular party is challenged by 

12 any bystander or the judge, or any other member of the primary election board who has belief 
. 

. 13 that such person desiring to vote has not correctly answered the questions put to him by such 

14. judge,or that there is auy other reason why he should not be permitted to participate in the 

15 primary election of tbe candidates of the party he desires to vote for, then such person before 

16 . he can be allowed to vote will be required to take and subscribe the following oath before one 

'17 ·of the primary election judges: 

• 
STATE OF IOWA, 

.. . . . . .. COUNTY. 
AFFIDAVIT OF VOTER . 

• 

18 . I, .................... '.' .. being dnly sworn on oath depose and say, that I am a legal 
• 

19 . and qualified voter of this precinct and 'that I am a ....... , ......... and affiliated with 

. 20 . the ................ party at the last general election and generally supported its candidates . . . 

21 at snch election, and I h.ereby state and declare that I will in the main support its candidates 

22 at the ensuing election; and that I have not participated inany caucus, primary or election' 

23 cif any other political party since last general election, and my purpose in participating in the 

24 . primary election of the ................ party at this time is solely to assist in choosing 
. '. 

25 those who are, in my ju~gment, the best candidates for the various offices of said party. 

26 Da.ted this ..... " ... day of ......... : ... , 190 .. . 
• 

27 ............ . ',' .. ............ . 

28 Snbscribed and sworn to before me, a judge on tbe primary election in the precinct 
• 

29 of .. ' .......... in . ........... County, Iowa, this . . . . . . . . . . .. day of ... " ...... -" .. , 190 . . -, 

30 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

. . 
31 Judge of primary election in ............ preeinct .. 

32 And all oaths so taken and subscribed shll,ll be preserved by said primary election board 

33 and returned to the county auditor with the other records, and papers of the primary election 

34 and by him IJreserved in his office for three years. • 
• 

. 
Sec. lO. Before opentng the polls· each of the judges and clerks shall take the following . . 

2 oath: "I, A B, do solemnly swear that I willimpartially, and to the best of myknowledge . 

3 and ability, perfor~ the duties of judge (or clerk) of this primary electi~>Il, and will studiously' 
, . --

- - , ' 

. . 
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. 

4 endeavor to prevent frauc!, qeceit and abuse in conducting the same, and in. case I know of 

5 any fraud at said primary I will report the same with the name of the perpetrator, to the 

6 grand jury as provided by Code section 1095: 
. . 

Sec. It. In addition to the methods of' challenge to voters· at prinml'Y election or any 

2 precinct held in pursuance of this act, any qualified vote]' of sllch preeinct and a. member oE 
• • 

3 a certain political party, or any elector of the coullty who has a perdonal interest in the result 

4· of the primary election ·of that party in such precinct, whobelieve~ t:,8r8 will be anyperson or _. ' , . 

. 

5 persons not qualified to participate desiring to vote at such primctry election for the candidates 

6 . of any political party, he may file with the primary election board, on or before the day of hold-

7 ing such primary election, his written protest. ~iving the name or nanJes of the person or per-

8 sons whom he believes are 110t qualified to vot.e for the candidates of tbe party designated 

.. 9 (which .protest need follow no special form) and the judges of the primary election boardll1ust . . . 
. 

10 then require the person or persons against whOm such protest has been filed to take and sub, 
-

11 scribe the oath provided in the precedillg section he fore such person or persons shall be al-. . 

12 lowed to vote for the candidates of that party; provided that the judges or clerks of snchpri-

13 mary election shall not be required or permitted to divulge to any person the name of the 

14 person making or filing such protest. 
, . 

Sec,12. The secretary of state shall provide copies of this law and in conjunction there-' 
. . 

, 

2 . with such parts of the general election law as has been expressly made a part of this act and 

3 . transmittwo copies for each precinct in the county 'to the .auditors of the various counties of 
. 

4 this state at least fifteen days before any primary election is held hereunder .. 
• 

Sec. 13.. Before any primary election is held the county auditor shall prepare and furnish 

:l to each precinct two poll books substantially as now used in general elections and with proper 
. 

3 . blank certificates, oaths and returns showing who were elected candidates. for the particular 

- 4 offices of each designated party. The poll books shall also contain at the top of each page 
. . . 

5 . containing the columns for the names and numbers. of voters at 'least the words "Primary 

. 6 election of the ... ..... , .. party in .... _ ...... ,precinct," and the name of .the voters of each 
. -

. 

7. party shall be kept separate and properly designated at the. top of the page. 
- . , ' , 

. . 
Sec. 14, The method of voting at such primary election shaIl be by ballot al'd all ballots 

. 

2 voted .shall be pl:inted as herein provided. 
. . 

On the twentieth (20) day bef9re.the primary election the secretary of state shall certify 
. 

4 . to the county auditors of the several counties the names of all qualified candidates ·of the sev-

• 

'. . .. , -

~ " . , 

• 

-
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5 eralpolitical parties to be voted for within such counties· as provided hy the act; whose affi-

6 davits have been filed with him as in this act provided; and on the fifteenth (15) day before the -

7 primary election each county lmditor shall. group all thecandidates for each party by them

i) selves and shall prepare at once inwriting a separate ballot for each party for public inspec-

U -tion which he shall post in a conspiClIous place in his office, and shall publish tbe same twice, 
• -

10 before said primary election day. in at. least one paper of his county representing eacb party 
• 

11 qualified to participate in said primary election; if t.here issuch paper in the county, if not, in 
• 

. 

12 the official county paper, 'sai I pUblications being made one week apart .. He shall then pro-

13 ceed to have printed a separate prim,uy election ballot for each political party which has 

14 qualified as hereinbefore provided, these ballots to be prepared in the following- manner:· 

15 Each party ticket shall be absolutely uniform in size but of different colors. Across the ' 

16 head of each ballot shall be printed in plain black type, first, the name of the political party 

17 on each ticket, following the words "Primary Election Ballot". On the next line and in smaller 
. 

18 type shall be printed the words," List of Candidates for Nomin>1tions to be voted for in 

-1~ ............ County or.· ......... District ...... _ ..... " (naming the district or county that 

20. certain ballot is intended for) ........... . 

21 On the next line, and to the right on the ballot, shall be a facsimile of the signatnre of 

. 2~ the county auditor making up the tickets followed by the 'words "County Auditor". 

23 The ba.lance of the ticket is to be made up in substantially the same mani'er and in the 

24 same order a.s the ballots nsed at general election, except that: Thetickets.are to be made up 
• 

~5 under tbe head in one column, the candidates for each particular office to be properly arranged 

26 in groups designating: he office the candidates sepk, and the number of candidates to be voted for. 

27 . At the top of the column shall appear the words, " To vote for a person mark a cross (x) 

28 in the sqnare a,t the left of the name of the person for whom you desire to vote." 

Sec. 15. The names of candidates for each office upon the sample ballot shall be arranged 

2 alphabetically according to surnames . 

3 . 'rhe names o£candi.dates under headings designating eacb official position shall be alter-

4 nated on the ballots in the printing in the following- manner: 

5. First, the forms shall be set up with the names in the order in which they are placed 

6 npon the sample ballot prepared by the connty auditor. In printing each set of tickets for the 
. . 

7 various election distriCts, the positions of the names sball be changed in e1Lch office division 
. . 

.. 8 as many times as there are candidates in the office division in 'w hich there are the most names .. 

, 

• 
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.9 As nearly as possible an eqnalnumber of tickets shall be printed after eitch cbange. In mak-. 

10 ilig the changes of position. the printer shall take tbe line of typo at the head of eacb office 

11 division' and place it at the bottom of that division, shoving np tbe column, so that the name 
, -,' 

• • 

12 that was second before the change shall be first after the change. 

13 After the lmllots are printed before being cut, they shall he kept in separate piles,ono 

14 pile for each change of position, and shall be then piled by taking on8. from each pile and 

15 placing it upon the pile to be cut, the intention being that every other ballot in the pile of 

16 printed sheets shall have "tu1mes in a different position. . - . -

Sec 16. All the provisions of law 110W made to apply in general election to the method of 

2 voting, depositing ballot, assistance to vote and marking the ballot shall apply in like manner 

3 to primary· elections under this act, except that· the voter, shall in all cases mark his ballot 
. 

4 in the sqnare opp,osiie the name of each person he desires to vote for . 
• 

Sec. 17. All the provisions as to arrangement at polling places now made by law to apply 
• 

. 2 to general elections sllf111 in like manner ap,Ply to primary elections held under the provisions 

•• 

• 

3 of this act. 

· Sec. J 8. 'fhe same provisions as to the interference with voters at the polls and to elec-
. 

2 tioneering and soliciting votes at the polls now made to apply to general elections shall like-

3 wise apply to primary elections held nnder .this act . 
• 

Sec. 19. The form and manner of the canvass of vctes of a primary election held in per-
. 

2 suance of this act shall SUbstantially conform to the canvass of votes at elections as provided 

3 in chapter 4, Title VI, of the Code of Iowa. 

Sec. 20. The persons whose names are officially declared to be nomina.ted at a primary 

2 election held under this act shall be and constitute the nominees of the several political parties 

3 in which they are candidates, and such names shall be printed on the official ballot prepared 
. 

4 for the ensuil1g election in like manner as if such persons had been duly nominated .. . by any 

5. of the means heretoforeprovided by law., 

Sec. 21. The expenses of a primary eledionheld in pursnance of this act shall he paid in 

. 2 the same manner as other election expenses, and as nearly as possible in conformity wi th sec-
· . . 

3 tion 1129 of the Code. . 

· Sec. 22.· Objections or contest to the nomination of any candidates shall be filed, heard· 

2 . and determined in the same manner as now provided by Code section 1103. 
• 

Sec. 23. The same penalty and punishment shall apply to theyiolation of any of the pro-
• • , 
• 
• • 

, , 
• , 
• , 
• . . , , 

• 

• 

• 
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2 visioll8 or requirements of the act as now apply to the provisions and requirements of the gen- . 

3 eral election law. , 

Sec. 24. Snch provisions as are now made applicable by Code section 1102 to the filling of 

2 vacancies after nominations. of candidates shall apply in like manne'r to the filling of vacancies 

3 occurring after nomination and election under this act. 

S 9" ec. -v. All the provisions of law for the clo,ing of saloons on election day shall apply 
-

2 in like mar. ner to primary elections held under the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 26. When any political pftrty desires to hold a cancus for the selection of delegates 

2 for the purpose of nominating an officer not provided for by the provisions of this act, the 

3 county auditor will be required to provide the' precinct committeeman of each precinct with a 

4 certified copy of the pollli8t of the voters of that party who p"rticipated in the last preceding 

5 . primary election, and such certified poll list shall be a registry of the voters qualified to vote 

6 at any sucb caucus, and no Olle shall be eligible to vote at any snch caucas whose name does 

7 not appear on the poll list of that party. 

Sec. 27. All caucuses in voting precincts for the selection of delegates to any convention 

2 in connties, cities or towns slmll be called by tbe chairman of the committee or committeeman 
. 

3 of.each politic"l pftrty of such connty, city or town fit a time designated by such committee 

and the place sball, if possible, be the regular voting place of that precinct at the last general 
• 

f, election, and conducted byi,i ach precinct committeeman respectively. 

Sec. 28. Any politic: party may, at the first county convention of that party held within 

2 the year, choose a county central committRe to act for th"tparty during the ensuing year, which 

3 committee shall, .if possible, be composed of a committeeman from each voting precinct in the 

• 

4 county; and a chairman of such committee shall be immediately chosen whose duty it shall 

5 be to forthwith provide the county auditor with a verified list of the names and addresses of 

6 all the members of such committee in the connty and the precinct each represents. 

• 

• • 

• 

• 


