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, SENATE FILE NQ. 230-By DOWELL. ' 
, ,. ~ 

OlTIJ:!]S AND TOWNS. 
, .' , 

• 

, 

• 

FOR AN ACT FOR THE PRESERVATION 01<' LmE AND, PRO'l'EC'l'ION OF PROPERTY: 

'TO REQUIRE THECONS'l'RUCTION OF FIRE ESCAPES TO CERTAIN BUILD-

, , 
, ' 

INGS AND' INCLOSURES NOW CONSTRUCTED OR HEREAFTER TO BE 

ERECTED; PROVIDIN,G THE MANNI<JROF CONSTRUC'l'ING THE SAME, AND 

IMPOSING PENAL'!'IES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF, 

, 

:BE IT'ENAOTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TRESTATEOF IOWA: , 

, ' : . , 

Section 1. 
, ,,' , "..",' " '",' '. :" , :,: ','" . , ' , , , 

The owners, proprietors and' lessees of all buildings, structures or enclosures, 

2 " Oftlll~ee or morest()ries in height, nowconstructeel or hereafter to be erected, shall provide foi ' 

3 and equip said bnildingsand structures with such protectiOll against fire ",nclmeans of 

, 4 ',from snch buildings as 811all hereafter be set forth in this bill.' 

, 
escape 

Sec. 2., The buildings; structures ,and inclosures contemplated by this act shall becYassi-: 

2 fieel as follows: ' 
• 

3 ',First. Hotels or lodgirig roorns of three ornlore stories in height 
• 

, , 0·".." • . •. 

'4 ' , Second. Tenements or boardinghouses of three or n10re stories 'in height occupied by one, 

5 or more familieseonsisting of twenty(20) or more, providecl a mansard roof or attic; when 

6' usedassleeping rooms; shall be counted as one story. 
, , 

, 
, . , . , 

, 
, , . ,', " 

, 

, , , , , , 

7 Thi1~d. Buildings used as opera houses, theatres or pnblichalls" of a seating capacity 
, 

8' exceeding three huridred '1300): 
" , ' , , , , 

, .' ,',',' " ',', , ' 

Fourth,' Publieschool boildings, seminaries and colleges more 'thantwo stories in height. 9 

10 Pifth.' Hospitarsan~l asylrii11Softhree or more stories in height.,', "", "," -- " . 

11' ' Sixth, " WorKhouses or other places of confinement of per~onsunder sentence 01 crime 61': 
, ' 

12"misdemeanor: 
'. -, 

, ,.. 

13'" " ',' Seventh,' Manufactories, warehouses and buildi6gs of all character of three or more stories 

14 in height 'not specified in the foregoing sectioris, , . '. --. 

, 

','. ,.:: ,Sec: 3.' , Each twenty-five hun,dred (2,500)superficiaJ feet Of a;'ea or fractional pad thereoi' 
• 

:'2coveredbybuildirigs ~r structures specified under cla~sificatibn l()f seetioi) 20fthi~actshaIf 

• 

, 
, 

""""------------_ .. '" ' '" '----,-~" .. _-- .'- ... 

."."' " 
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.•.•..• " 3 •.. be .providedwithone lIletallicladderfire escape attachedtotheollterwallsthereo(~11d.pro-
", --" - -- . '- : -" - -- , -- - " - -' -,- ,,', ,: - ,,,,, -' -"" '- - ,-- -, -, 

- " ' 

-, --

, -, ':' ',' , " - - -' , - ' -" - - " , '" -, ,- - '- ' '-, 

.4 vided with platforlIlsof snch size. and dimensions and such proximity toone or more windows 
, , . - - ,- '- , - -" -, 

, :" 

1) ofeach sloryabove the first as to render access to such' ladder from each story easy and safe, •.. 
, " ,- , - ':', -- ' ,- ",' - --," - "- - ' , " - - .-" '. - - -' ", " ' -, ' - " ,- - -," 

':'.,--- . . 
andshallals() be provided with one 3-inch (orlarger) metallic standpipe secnrely attached to ...... . 

. . •.. .. . 6 .. . . . 
· . 

• •• • •• • 

·7 . said. platforms, provided, however,'that\vlIeresii8h bnilding-shall be·. occnpiedbymorethan 
- - -, '"",,,' -, '-,'- - -

, " ~ - , ,-" - ,-' --'- --- ---, 
, -', - - - -," -,- ,--'" ,,- ,._,','--,-'. ,-

S ... twenty (20)persons,thesaidbuiIdingtbbep~o\ridedvvithOne rnetallicstairway of approvedi 
, - - ',- - ,- , --- -

.... · •. 9 ..• construction,with platforms accessible from each story, . . i.· ... 
-,,-'." -" ,-- -- ", - "', ", "-' ',-" , ' , -.' -' "-- - -- '-'--

-:-""'-'" 
, - ' '" -'-.-,--- -',C,,:: 

10.· ..• ·.Buildingsunderclassification2 of section.2of.thisactshallbe pl;ovidedfor in .the same· 
: ' , ,- , , -' , - - ',- - - -- ' , - ,- -, - - -, -- - -", " - , . . ," --

. . . . . 

.... . n.· maIl11eras.thoseundet head oLclassification 1.. 
'--,--

- -, ' 

,'----.-, ,-, 

c····· ... ... 1 2 . · •.. iBuildings. underclassilica.tion30fsection 2 of·thisactshall be provided withi1t least one 
" ,'- "- - -'- - '-, -- - -, '- - -, - ,-' , -'. "- - - ','- '-' "-- ",:, -

.... 133-iuch(or largerlmetallic standpipeandat.least.twp outside metallic stairways ()fsuch con-·· .....•... 
" -, , ,- - - " - - , - -- -' -- - , ' '" -- ,- -. 

' ....•.... ·14 . strllctionanddesig-n as indicated in section 4 of this act, or such. a numberofexitsof such, or 

........ 15 ... snch a number· of metallicstaifw!tys aSll1aYb8clet~i-rriine'dhy. tliedhief6fMed.ep~fbiletit ..••..... 
- ' " 

16 .arthe mayor oeeach city or town where u(}.such chief of fire dep[j,rtulent exists,. 
, ,,-- "---, ' ' "', ,'-,' ',' -,,' ---'--' -- --" -" -'" ",'-

"""-

- - -' 

"-,'-

· ·17. .. ...For;Elach twenty, five hundred (2,500) superficial feet of area or fractional part thereof ebv-•........ 
- _,_-', _'''-,,:', __ '',,-_' ' __ , ", - ---,-" , ",_, " , .. , ___ ',,_ " - _' - __ ... ,",,_ ";,', ,',', ,,_c,_- _ .' -,,0 ': -,-' :_:,',_ 

••. 18eredbvbuildi~gs, structures orinelosures un del' elassification 4 of section 2 of this act, tobe 
'-'-, -, --'---Y,',::'---'" _", --, '.'-- .. ,,_'," __ ._-'-',,''' .. - ,<,.-' '_ " '_',:',,-," .. ' ,-,_,:",---: '" ,,_.--._',',-,_ '.-:,,_ - "-',': ",_ ,_" 

-,'", ----,-

.•.• ·•····.···· .•. 19.providedvvithpne 3-iIl.cb· (orlarger).nletallic standpipeand~tleast()neoutside rnetallic .stai.r- ..... . 
,,' --

.......•. 2()wayofstahdard cohstructio11.· ................ . 
-"-",, ',-"--'-,',",--,_: ,', :,-' , 

, -'. -', , <.- , .- -. . 
',-;"-

·.21 .·Foreachtwenty-five hUlldred (2,500)s.uperficialfeet of areaor fractional part thereof oov- ..... . 
, , , , __ ' _ ", ,0 __ ',_ __ _' _ _ _ ' _,' _ _' ___ ,_ _ , , 

-, .. 

,,',".' 
--,'-' . . . 

.. 22 .. eredbybuildiIlgs,structures· or incl()suresunderelassification . 5, section2,ofthis act, to be ... 
, 

2.3 •... proyi~ed w.i.thone. 3-ineh(orlarger) .metalliestandpipe and at least one outside metallic stair-
, ,- _. - " 

.....••... 24 way. ofsuchconst1;llction a11ddesignas indicated in section 4 of this. act, provided,howeyer, 
, -, - - - , '--- - ,- - -'" - -, " ,- -, - -, - '- " " -, - -' -

25 that if there be living or sleeping quarters .for morethantwel1.tY'fivepersonsiu. any such 
. . . 

·26 building; then there shallb.e at least two oftheabove-describedouGside stairways, 
, -' -' -- -- " "- , ,,, - ,-- - - ' " -" - - " ,- . '. :,- ," 

· 27 . . Buildiugs underelassification 6, section 2 of this act, shaU be provided for in the sam~ . 
. . 

28. manner as those under classifications 1 and 2', ..... . 

. .. 29 

30 

.. 31 

- , , - . . 

.. For. each five thousand (5,000jsuperficial feet of areaorfraction[j,l part thereof covered by 
- '" - - - - ,," " -''', - , ' 

buildingsnnderclassineation7;section 2 of. this act, shall be. provided .with on!;) 3-inch (or· 
,- ' " -- - ,- - - - - --" . 

• " - -
, , -" , - " - - -, '-, -

la;rger) metallic standpipe. in combination with one metallic 
, - " " , , , 

ladder and platforms at each 
• 

32 . storyHnotmorethahtw8nty(20)persons be ernployedin the same, .... Hmore than 20 
,,- ,-, ' " ' 

'; , -;. . ..33 persons be employed then there shall be atleast.two oftheabove described ladders with plat, 
- . ' , 
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34 forms attached,or one metallic stairway with platforms ofsufficientsize at each story, and if .........•.....•..• 
, " , " "- " ,-, - -- -" - , "~,I , - >'-,:-"-• 

-" " 

. 3.5 .. lno!'e than.40 persons he eniployed. insaidhuildingthen.thereshall be at least two, or Rucha. 
- - -' --, ,-- - - -
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." ...... "'36 ·iihnJbeFbftlleltbovedeBcribed rnetalli~stairwaysasthe>chief offlredeparttnent,6rthemayorof > .. 

.', . ' 

. .. . 

. ;. 

· ." 

37 'anY''citYbrtbwn,vh~ten()suchchiefof fire .• Clep~rtnienteiists;ni:tyfrbm ·titne. totirnedeter- .....•. 
. ",,,' , , .. ' .'" , " . ,",' ",' "",", ".','''' 

, '. . 

, . -' 
-': .- . 
'.'"~,, 

",.,:,,',., .. , .. "-': 

"--.';' 

" " ,., .. :,., 
. 

· '" . '-' .':' , 

. . 
• 

. ,i Sec. 4.,' AU firee8c~pes hereinbefore provided for shall be constructed in strictaccordantre .. ' .... '.' ' . 

. . '.," ,- , ." . 2 withthefol1owi~gspeclfications: 
. . , . " "':,' :',:,'.<, 

. " , . 

o 3 ..... . . .. :" ..... 
"'.',.,' . " , 

. '.' . .' -,' 

'4 ....• Allbalc6uies nereaftererected must: 'beof wrought irol!orsteel balc"ony,notlessthan 28 
, , ".' . , .' , '. . , 

5 inches deep' aild6filetlo~g, capable of sustaining a weight of five hundred p6undsto the' 

. ·6 .sq hare fook· • 'Ehebalconyftame will be made ofn bt .. less than 1 ix. i inc_hangle iron securely 
. '... . ..' '. 

7· . riveted together, wttncr6ss~bars everytwbfeet, said bars to be punched l!nchsql1areevety 

8 two inches,center,andlinch squareitonforeed throngh,;thesarne, leavillga . mallholeof not 
. . , .. 

, . <' 

· ,. . 

. '. 

, ," 

, , .. 
" ,', 

, . .' . 

9lesilthn 241<:24 inches, Or6ss'barsto be securely riveted to thii angle-ironfratheo' Said· ' .... 
',' ' '" ,'. . 

y , 

· 10 cross-bars!i:Iust h6tbelessthan, ax· i inchir6n ..... Balconies over thirtyirrcheswide must ......> 
.. ,'. '.,.. " . "'. . . . 

< ',: ~". 
'UhayeaUinchT:ironthrt,ughthecenter of the balcony. Said balconiestb have a sub~tantial ................... . 

· . 
. " ·12. wroughtiron!io:lteverythree feet, b61ted to the balcony .• ·· No balcony. will have lessthaii 

'. ,'.,' . . , " . ..' . '.. . , 

' .. ', '" 

,.';" 
'._' ,. 

, , " 

i'" 

" ". 

• 

'.'- . 

· '13'" two gil aid rails, same tobe()fstaudardblackpipe;notlessthard inclies diameter; and tire ..........•...•..•.. 
• ' '.',C',:" __ 

14 .. ends to be securely anchored in the wall bf the tiuilding.<More ornamental railings may tie . · ~:".: 

15 .' used, at tbe discretionoLtbe owner, specifications of thesal1le tobe suhrnitteclt6ahd approved 
, ,-,' 

" .' 

17 
. '., 

19 ··county .whereiu8uchfiteeSc'ape isconstrl1cted; .•. 
• , " ' 

· .20 .. ' ANcnoRs. 

. " .' 

· '.',', 

· :":, 
, c':'" . 
'.'. ':.,', 
, .' , 

"'-'." ," . 

." . 
'" .,', 

, .' .. '; 
", :' 

" .',: 
, , ' . 

,. "', ". 
· , >;" .. , 
· 
,,<. ' 
, ", . : ' 

, , -",' 
.. """" 

, ,: ':' 
.. ,,',,'. 

· , --, '.' ",: 

21 'Ehere shaiLbe notlils~ thanthreeol1e'illCh sql1arll or bhe-inch diameteio round; wrbughb .y . ., ' . . , .. , 

22 . irol1·anchorsto every.. six"footbalcony" and six for. a twelve· fbbt, balcony: .. Said ahcborsmusb.. . .... 
" . ' ,. ., ' , .' " .'.-' 

::, ',:-",'; 

23 .' pas~ thrbugh the wall of the building and be bolted 011 tlie' iusidBwith a nut itldcastirdn ..... 
" , " " - ,'. ' , . 

24 washer backof the nut. The brace of anchors mustbeat least twenty inches spread al1d.pass .' .' •..•..•.. 
, ,'" " . ' .. --' 

25 into tbe wall at least four inches at the bottom. ", . 

• 

26 LAnnERS: 
. . 

, : .. ", 
" .. ',' 

, . " , 

" .'.'::0:.: 
, '--: 
',--'.'" 
, " " 

.".".\:: 
. 

'" , 
,,,'.0.' 

· . 
27' Rungs of htcldersto be of oue-halfihch square iron; with tbe corners upwitrd; sb as to give' ..•..•..•..•• 

28. a safe fboting'. ,Every i'ungto be ri "Med and tb. be fourteen-inch centers; . AllladClers mulit .. ' , ., 
-' :,': 

29 . be seventeen inches or more between guardl3;whiCh sha:ll he ribtless than twob:\r!iv8csiXteentli:i 
.' '. ' 

. 

EO . incb iron: . Allsuch ladilers whenetected On. buililingsto be placBdto the sme d! th~ window, ... ' '. .' 

" :',,"', 
, .', 

" :'.",:.~ : 
.. >:> 

'.', ' 

,'. ",-:"Y;, 
· .' . 
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, ," '-",. 
-"',' . 
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'31'· . opposite . thewaUor pier,secuI'elyfastenedto balconies uot less thari twen ty.-fori r.inches ,<10 way ..••.....• ' ·".t",i 
- -', - ' ,- "'--'."-,,.-.-

.... ., 32frOln thewall,and to start' aboutfivefeetfr~nl' the • •. groIJnd arid extend.abovetheroQf,or.w • . ..iC'(!.;".;ii 
'- , ," -,' ,--' -' _.,-- '.-' .- ,-, ",- - " , ... ,." '--, '- '- -' '" - , 

.: - ,.- ' "'-; - :-:--:>;:-~::":,:~'{~';fgNM:: 

'33 . drop ladder .may be hungatsecondstoryinsuch' a. manner that it can .' be .. easily lovvered in. . . {',is 

34 case of necessity, ••.. ' .' .. ' . 
'. . 

35 

-; ';: . , 
--, . 

-,':-,',-,,', ,'­
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. . ST AN'DPIPES. 

. .' 

- ---., ,','.,' -~------ '-' " , , -, 

->,: ",-,-' 

.--:--: "-' 

--, :'" 
• 

. .. 
,-' ' • 

36 '. The standpipe will be of the best three-ilich wronght iron secnrely' fastened to the balcony. 

38 roof, with two-wayantOlnatieSia,mese at the bottom of the standpipe so that .two steam fire 

39 el1ginesean beattachedtoit.withontinterfering with each other. The hose eonplings to con' 
- , '- -' "-."", - '_. -

". 40 forllltothe~izealld pattern nsedby the firedepartmentwhere.located,·· 
, - -- - -

'.. . . . 41 . 

42 

"-,"- -c- .- ," 
, - '-, --",'-."-' 

""" 

" ' , 

STAIRWAY FIRE ESOAPES,. . 
, :<t?J.-

. Where stairway fire escapes are erected balconies required mnst be donble balconies con- . 

: .:': J.;z:-~; " :(~-.' 

, ",", . . .- -,--'-

, -""':':/\':.: 
-'-' --',,-',' 

" .-. :' ,,';' ,.-' 
, ",',--., ,', --'-' - ,'-' -
'--"--,:':" 

-",',' -" 

," -, --, -,>.', 
, -" ,- - , 

'" ,', ' -" ,,' 
" --:-', 

"-,,",<-' 
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: ,- '--
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, ••••.. '44 (oraboutforty:five degrees)pitchto the. stairs. ,. Said balconies tobenot less than forty inches" ' . .. ix. 
45 .deep at each end andbalauce ofbalconiestobe. atleast twentyinchesdeepto allowroomfbr 

, " - - , ,,, - - , -'. , -, 

·46 .·thestail'ways..Forbrtiidingswhereit is more con venientto have zig-zag orcontiriuonsstairC 

.. ·.···47· ways,snehfireescapes' maybe erected, the· balconies, l:tOwever; to . be not less than the full" 

48 ...• width of the Willdows and not ,less than twenty-four inches deep, ..... Stairways to be s8CUl'ely.· 

. '. '49. '.' '. fastened tbthe balconies..Stringers for stairs to. be . not . less ' than '2!x5-16 iron,' two ()neaeh ',' . 
, ' ", -. ", " " , -. - - ' " . ,-

',- -

•...... ,50.sideofstairwithstepssecnrelybolted to same.Saidsteps.to be .made of. at leastfonr one" 
. , - --- ,- -. - - , 

. 51 halfinchsquareiton·swithcorners.npward, firmlyriveted' to steel plates at each end. . Said' . 

". 5.2' plates to be 2h5-16 inch soft steel and pUllched one and three-fonrths inches, center to center, 

53 forlninga tread six inches wide and twenty inches long. Steps, tobe spaced soas to make 
• 

54· abonteightinchesrise. '. Railings for·stail'sto he the same as balcony railings .. All stairway .' 
- -- - . 

65 . fire escapes.to have a ladder of. standard construction extending from.top story balcony' .. 

56 • over and above the rOQ:i\and a<drop, or. connterbalance stair from the . second story balcony 
, -" -, 

57.tiJ.the. gronnd,or. a stationary stair may be carried clown to ancl\vithin five feet-from the 

'58 gronnd .. "-' '. . . . , ' , , 
'. . .. -, 

59 - PAINTING, ETC. .. " 

60 ·AU workmnst be painted with not lessthantwocoats afbest iitinel'a,l paint,ahd all holes . . 

',61 must be filled npwiththe best cement. No secondChandmaterial will be ailowedto:beusecl, 

, 

. 62, and it will be condelllllediUonnd in this' construction, 
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.. ,. Sec. '5~ .' All stand pipes, Jadd ers andmetalli.cstaitwaysteguired by this act ilhallbe pr6-
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2 vided by the owner or owners, of the building,llnlessotherwise agr~ecI uponbetween the owner .•.. 
, ' . -' 

, , - ---

S '. orownersand lessee. From and after the erection of such fireescapesit shall be thedutyof .' 

4 such 0 Wner, owners orlessees at all times to keepthe approaches theretowi thin said buildiugs 
. , . -

5 free from all obstructions and the wiudowor door from the buildingto the fire escape easily 
, - ' ' . 

6 opeued, and proper signs directin" to fire escapes. Any and all fire escapes required by this 

7 act ghall be at.all times subject to the iuspection and approval. ofthe chief oUhe fire depa,rt-. 
- - --.' . . 

. 8 meut iu such city, or the mayor of such city or town where no. chief of fire department exi,sts. 

·Sec.6 •. It is hereby made the duty of the chief of the fire departmeut, or the mayor of 
, - , . '- ',' , 

. 

'2' each city or town where no chief of fire depltrtment exists, or the chairman of the board of 
, " '. 

• 
, - - - - - - ' - - -. - '.. -

S supervisors in case such. building is not· within the· corporate limits of any city or town; to 

4 serve or causeto be serveda written notice in behalf of the state of Iowa upon the owner 01' . 

5 owners, or their agent orlessees, of buildings within this state. not provided with fire escapes in .. 

6 . accordance with the provisions of. this act, commanding such. owner, owners or agents, or' 
• 

7 •. either of them, to place or cause to be placed upon said buildiugs such fire escape or fire escapes . . . 

- . 

8. as is provided iu this act within sixty days after service of such notice, Any such owuer, 
. . 

. 

9 owners or agents, trustee·or·either of them so. served with notice as aforesaid,whoshall not 
• • 

10 within sixty days after the service of said uotice npon him or them, place or C<Luse to be . 
. 

11 placed such fire escape or fire escapes upou such buildings.as required by this act and the 

] 2 . terms of said notice shall be subject to a fine of not less than oue hundred dollars ($100) and 
. . 

13 not more than two-hundred fifty dollars ($250), and shall be subject to a further fiue of fifty 
• 

14 ($50) dollars for each aclditional week of neglecttocomply with such ,notice. 
. 

Sec. 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from and afterthefourth day of July,. 
, 

2 A. D. 1902. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act are hereby repealed. 
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