
SENATE FILE No. lfi5...,...BY HARRIMAN. 

!fOR .AN A.CT '1.'0 CREATE A DEPARTMENT OF AGI-iiCULTURE, 
• • ' -·· • ,_.__ - '-J ., ' • 

• TIONS SIX'l'EEN HUNDREiJ AND .. FIFTY: THREE (1653), SI:'{TJIDRN")iUNDREEi 

ANDFIFTY-F6UR (1654), SIXTEEN<HU,NDR.ED 
' ·:_ - '- . -' . . . -_. _-: 

TE:EN ··.HlJNn:R,EPANDFIFTY.siX (1656), 

SEVEN .(1657),.BIXTEEN .• HlJ:NDRED·.··· 

BJJNDRE)) AND EIGHTY-TWO (1682), ··SIXTEEN HUNDRED 

THnEE (1683), AND CHAPTER FORTY,TWO (4~) .·OF. THE ACT.S OF 
. . .. 

. TWE~TY,SEVENTH (27) GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AND 

SlX!J'EENHUNDRED. AND .SEVENTY-NINE (1679), AND. SLXTEEJ~ IIU1~Dl~ElDC' 
AND E:WHTY-ONE OF 'l'HE CODE. 

. . 

BE IT ENAOTED BY TIIE GENERAL ASSEMBLY oF THE S'tATE oF tow A: 
• --, --- _, _.,. ' - - - ' ' < 

Section 1. F;r the promotion of agricultur<'), horticulture, forestry, animal industry; 

2 fu~nufactures and. the.dome$tic arts, there is hereby established a department to be knovvn . 

3 as the "dep~rtment of agriculture," which shall embrace the district and county 
. . 

4 tur.&l S()l)ieties organized or to .be organized under existing statutes,. and entitled to receive 

5 aid fro)]:) the state, th<').state weather and crop service, andthe offices of the dairy com~ . 

6 ll}is&ioner and state veterinarian. · 

Sec. 2. The department shallbe managed by a board, to be styled, "the state board 

2 · of agriculture," Of which the governor ~f tb.e state,. the president of the Iowa Agricultural· 

3 cql)ege, the state dairy commissioner, and the state veterinarian shall be members ew offia.io . . 

4 . Th<;l 0ther members of the board shall consist of a president, vice-president, . secretary, 

5 tre&surer and one director from each congressiona,l district, to be chosen as hereinafter 

6 . provided. · 
. - . . - . - .· - . - I -

Sec. 3. There .shall be held at ~the capitol on the second Wednesday of December, 1900, 

2 a11r:l annually thereafter, a state agricultural convention, composed ~fthe'state board of 

3 a,griculture, together with the president or secretary' of each county or· district society 

4 e11titled to receive. aid from the state, or a, regularly elected delegat~ tb.erefro121 .accredited 

5 · in writing, who shall be aresident of the county; . and irieounties where there are no agri-

6 . cultural societies the board of supervisors may appoint a delegate who shall be a resident 

· 7 · of the county. The.presidentor an accredibed representative of the following named assci· ···•·'·"' 



\ . . 

ciations shall be entitled to membership in the said convention, to wit: the State Horticul, 
- . . ' - - . 

· tural society, .the StateDairy association,. the Improved StockBreeder·s'association. 

Sec. 4. At the. eoriventi()n held on the second Wednesday in .December, 1900, t.here: 
,·._:~, 

shall be 'QJected a .president and vicc,prcsid.ent for the .term of due year; also one direc~or 

"'· <.h'." bolkd of agriculttiro n·o;h each co~gr~ssion~l district; those from €lVennumbered 

'l€lrV€l two years and those from . odd numbered dtstl'icts ()he ye"ar. At sub

v'a(laricies in the li!;!t of· distr.ict directors shall be filled f()r 

lii . .fOIIll€lCtiori'with .the ariJ1:ual (Joriyel1tioJ_J; either p~ecElding orfollo.Wiugthe ·. 

up· "''i'''"fl'tb,epffic€lrS ar~.-·€lleiJted;\theb()ard'.m'a)''hold a'state farm.er~' inst1tO.te;. for the 

<lis(Jnssioii .. ofprl\G~icalahd scientific .. t()picsr€ll<tting to: the various brar~ches .of <tgriculture, 

the subst<tnce of WAich shall;be publishedil1·the ann1lalrermrt oftbe hoard •. 

SeG. 6, The bqard shall. have. general supervision .Qf the several bran(lhes/burea'us 

and· offices .embra.Cf'\d in the department ·of agriculture; and .it.shall· be. the duty of _.the 

3 board to look after <i>IId promoteth~inte~ests.of agriculture, of agricultural education and 

· animalaud other in('justries throughout the state; to investigate all subjects rela9ng to 

5 ... the improvement of methods, appliances and mac'hinery, and the diversifi~ation of crops 

.and produc.ts, also to investigate :reports. of the prevalence of· contagiOus diseas€lsamong 

do~estic animals, or qestructiv(linsects and fungus .diseases in grains. and grasses, and to 

report the result of ir~vestigatioii, together with recommendations of remedial measures 

. for prevention of damage resulting therefrom. 

Sec. 7. The prel'!ident, vi(Je-president andsecreta.ry shalLconstitute an executive com-. 

mittee, ·which shall transact· such business as may· be delegated to it by the .. board of 

3 · agriculture. The pr(lfjident may call meetings of the board .when the interests Of the 

·. 4 dep<trtment require. 

Sec. 8. The 'Qoard shall have .full control of the st.ate.Jair grounds and improvements 

2 ·thereon belonging totJ;te ~>tate, with r€lquisite powers to hold annual fairs and exhibits of· 

3 . the productive resour(J(ls .and ind.ustries of the state. They may prescribe all necessary 

4 . rules and regulations thereon. The board may delegate the management of the state fair 

5 to the executive comm.ittee and two or wore additional members of tl:te board; and for the 

· spedial wo~k pertaining to the fair they !1lay employ an assistant secret.ary and such cleri

cal assistance as .ma.y be. deemed nec€lssary. All expenditures. connected with the fait\ 

• including. the per diem and expenses of th,e ma11ager~ thereof, shall be recorded separately 

and paid from the statefair receipts. 
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' Sec.- 9. The dep:J,rtmentof agriculture is hereby authodzedto take and hold property., 

. 2 real and personal, derived by. gifts .and bequests, and the presidemt, secretary. and treasurer 

3 shall_have charge .arid cqntrol oft he same, subject to the ~ction of the board, and sb,all 

4 give bonds as required in Qase of exec)ltors, to be approved by the ;bOard of il€rric3ul.tu;re-

5 a)ld filed with thesecreta1·y of state; 

Sec. 10 .. The_bo_ard shall.dcct a;secretary for a term of one ye!l!r, whose duties 
~-- -, - - _-_ . . --,--- .... 

2 be such as usually pertain to the office ofa secret!J;ry, u11der thedirectioll ofthe boar?. 

_ 3 - shall keep a complet'ei•ecord ofthe.proceedi~gs of the a11nual state agricultural CO!lV•ellloiOn > 

·4 _;J,)ld l],lltb,e me.e.~ings,ofthe}:>O;J,rd;.he shall draw all,: ~:;tr•rants ob. _the tr(laS1merand•l(e€>p :a 

5 correct a(Jcount thereof;_ he shallcompileandsuperintend the p;dntillg_ ()f tlleaumrtal_ rE>pc>rt 

.6 .- -cif the statedepartJliellt0 f agric)llture, Which shall be entitley the ''Iowa Year Book ofAgrh 

7 culture," an.P. shall in chide the annual repo~t (lf the dairy commissiob.er, the state dairy. 

8 associatio11, tile Iowa wea,ther and- crop seryice, · theio\'Va impl'oyed stock-bre_eders ~ssocf- 'i>Sdl 

9 a,tion, ·or such.part the.reof as the.e><;ecutive c01nmittee may approve, and such other reportfi -. 
- ' .- . . -

10 -and statistics as the board l1lay direct, which shall be published by the state; he 'shall. per' 

11 · form .such other duties as the board may direct. 

Sec. 11. The Iowa Year Book of Agriculture shall be printed .and bound in cloth and 

2 -. such number as the executive council shall cliregt, to be distributed as follows; one .copy to · 

3 each state officer and member of the general assembly; ten copies.to the state library and-. -. . . - ,. ' ' 

4 ten copies to the libraries of the State university and 'the State.Agricu]tural coll-;,ge; one 

5 copy to the president and secretary of each county and district agricultural society, 'and 

6 one copy to the board of supervisors of each county in which there is rio agricultural 

. 7 society, and the balance as may be directed by the boardof agriculture. 

Sec. 12. The pre~ent officers and directors of the state agricultur:i.l society, upon 
. . 

2 taking effect of this act, shall be, and they are hereby made and e.onstituted officers and---

3 directors of .the department of agriculture, who, with the ew officio members named in sec-

4 two (2) hereof, shall have full control and management of the· department of agriculture 

5 until the members of the state board of agriculture- are elected· as provided in section 

6 three (3)·of this act. . 
Sec. 13. The office of the department of agriculture sliall be in rooms numbers eleven' 

2 (ll}and twelve (12), .in the capitol bullding; the said office shall.be entitled to such supplies, 

3 stationery, postage and ex.press as nia}'be required. The salary of the secretary shall be 

4 two. thousand ¢lollars ($2,000) .per annum; and when t.he board deem it necessary it may 
. . . 

. 5 employ an assi!,?tant at an expense of not more than seventycfive dollars ($75) per month. 
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Sec. ·14. The board shall elect a treasurer for a term of one year, whose duties shall 

. 2 · be to keep a correct account of tbe receipts and disbursements of all moneys belonging to·· 

3 the department of agriculture, and shall make payments only on' warrants signed by the 

· 4 president and secretary thereof, except in p::tyment of premiums. He shall execute a bond 
. . . 

5 for .the faithful performance of his duty, .to be .approved by the board and filed with the 

6 . secretary, and shall receive such compensation for his services as shall be fixed by the 

7 board .. · 

Sec. 15. . The elective members of the state bo'ard of agriculture, for attending the · 

2 ·,meetings C\f the board, and for.the sp.ecial work pertaining to theholdinirofthe state fair,. 

3 shalL be allowed four dollars ·($4) per day and five cents per mile in going and returning 

. 4 from the place where the business .is transacted, the claim for which shall in an· cases be 

5 yerified andp~id as provided in section eight (8). 

Sec. 16 .. 1\ finance committee consisting of three members 'shall be appointed by the 

· 2 · executive council, .wl:tOse duty it shall betoexamiue and report upon all financial bm;iness 

' 3 . of the· department of agriculture prior to the annual convention thereof, and make their 

4 report to the governor. No member oLsuch committee shall be a member of the board. 

5 · A reasonable coq:tpensation .shall be allowed said finance committee, to be audited by the 

6. executive counci! ·and paid out of any funds in the state treasury not otherwise· appro-

7 priated. 

Sec. 17. Tile premiujn list and rules of exhibition shall be determined and published 

2 by the board prior to the 'first day of April in each ye::tr. 

Sec. 18. That section sixteen hundred and fifty-three (1653), sixteen hundred and fifty-

2 four (1654), sixteen hu~dred ·and fifty-five (1655), sixteen hundred and fifty-six (1656), sixteen 

·. 3 hundred and fifty:seven (1657), sixteen hundred and seventy-f01p' (1674), sixteen hundred 

4 and eighty-two (1682) and sixteen hundred and eighty-three (1683), be and the same are 

5 hereby repealed. 

Sec. 19. That section sixteen hundred and seventy-nine (1679), be and the same is 

2 hereby amended by striking out of the eleventh line thereof the words. "said society," 

· 3 and inserting in lieu thereof the words "department of agriculture;" that section sixteen 

4 hundred and eighty-one (16Sl), be and.the same is hereby amended by striking out of the . 

5 fourth line thereof the words "agricultural society," and· inserting in lieu thereof the 

6 words "department of agriculture." 

Sec. 20. That where the words "board of directors of the state agricultural so<;iety," 

2 occur in the code or the acts amendatory thereto, the same shall be <;onskued to mean 



'. 
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3 and to refer to the state board of~agriculture; and the words "state society" and '~state 

4 agricultural society," shall be construed to mean and to refer to the department of agri- . 

5 culture. 

Sec. 21. There is hereby appropriated annually, from and. after the first day· of 

2 January nineteen hundred and one (1901), for the support of the office of the department of. 

3 agriculture,. twenty-nine hundred dollars ($2,900), andf9rinsurance and improvements of-

4 buildings on the state fair grounds th.e sum of one thousand dollars ($1,000), or so niuch 

· 5 thereof as shall be nElcessary, and. the auditor of state. shall draw awarrant, therefor upon 

6 the order of the department of agriculture, signed by the president· and secretary thereof, 

7 in such sums and at such times as the board shall deem necessary; 

• 
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