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A BILL 

AN AC1' TO ABOLISH THE OFFICES OF STATE PRINTEg AND STA~E _· 

Bri-mER, AND TO REVISE AND AMEND THE STATUTES m RELATION 

TO STATE PRINTINGAND BINDING AND TO pROVIDE FOR ~HE.I ,E'J:'TllNG 
~ ,. - ' 

OF THE SAME BY CONTRACT. ·. ·.· 

BE IT ENKCTED BY THE GENERAL AssreMBLY OF THE STATE. oF Io~A: .. 

'Section 1.· That sections117 and llS of chapter 5of the code, anQ. ;otll a~ts and._,,.,."" 

2 acts creating or establishi~g th~ offices of state printer and stat~ .binder ~r pro~iding 

3 election of such officials be_a.nd they are hereby repealedand the follqwing enacted · 

thereof, and thatsectio~s 138 and 141 be amend~d as hereinafter pr~viqed: < 
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"Section 117. Theexecutivecou~cilshall b~andthey a~e h~reb; d~glared to be e;x:-officio. 
. . - - _./., . . ' . _: - ; __ ;/.' ,' . ' ; .. - . . ' •· ':" - . ;.:~· __ :_,. .. -_· 

commissioners of" public printing and• bi!]ding, and they arP. authorizeq toconti·aqt. 

printing and binding required ·lliethe .state, as llereillafter provideq, .· .. 

printing and ~inding to 'the institlltio~;for the d~af ai!dd~mb ~;the; wa~ · 
and. the l:Joard of control of. state institutions shall have' e~<illlsive QPj:\t;ol 

printing anq binding of all kinds, including their reports .. · 

1~ ~. "1. The printing and binding of the state s.hall be divided into tht~e cla~~,rs, to 

13 in separate contracts, ~s follows: · 

14 '' 2 .. The printing and binding of all the bills forthetwohousesoft~e legi~lature, 
- ' . . - -: -t; -~ ' . 

15 journals of the senate and house of representatives together with such repgrt~, cowinunicla;.·_··.· 

16 ~ions and other documents as enter into and make a part of said journals,. hjCllJqing •.. 

17 tions and such other matters as may be ordered. by the two houses or either qf .th~m, 
. 18 than in pamphlet fcmill, constitute the firstelass and sh~ll beletin one contr~li~· 

19 "3. The· printing ana binding of the governor's inaugural address anQ. m~ssage, 

20 official register and· the regular reports. of the variOUS officers, inspectors, CQ:qmms.SIC>nC>rS,,. · 

· 21 boards or other bodies, required or authorized by law, including th.e laws 

22 tions, constitute the second class and shall be let in one contra<.~t. 

23 ; '4. ·The printing of all blank~>, circulars and miscellaneous work necessar; fpr 

24 of the state officers or executive depaf:liment,.,otherthan suCih as are printed,ip. pantJi.!l:tlet ·. 

25 ·.form, and all printing and binding not included in the foregoing classes, coiistitut.~ ~be,~~~r~ 
26 class and shall be let in one contra<.~t. 



,.,,;.,., 

All printing and binding done under either or all of the above classes shall be 

exe<3ut.edand delivered under the_ terms, conditions and requirements of chapter 5 of the code. 

- - '' 6. Fo~ the purpose of designation or dis_tinction,_the person, persons or firm that holds-

a contract, or contracts, to do printing ~n: binding, or both, under this act, shall be known 

as the state printer or stat<;bind~r, as the case may be, d~ring the conti?uation of said con­

tract; and whatever reference is .m.ade to.the state printgr or state binder in chapter 5 of the 

, cpn•~,· the :;;arne shall a~ply to)he person, persons or firm. who are doing the work as provided 
': -:·; 

The commissioners of printing ::J,n4 pimling shall, during .the month of 

•.• u.uuo, A. D. 1900, and every four years thereafter, cause a notice to· be published once each · 

week-for four consecutive weeks in four newspapers of general circulation in this state, 

of which and J:lO more shall be published in the city ofDes Moines; that seale~ proposals 

,,,., .. ·.,··wu.1be received at the office of the secretary of !State up to and until12 o'clock, noon, of the 
- .· . . - . . ' .. .. . . . -. .. . ' 

- -· . . ' . . : .· ,. - ' - .. . . · .. -

•·. binding in separate contracts as specified in S(lction 117 9f this chapber, for the term.of four 

r;:c.42.nr'"'·r" from th.e 1st d~y of January, next ensuing. 

Such advertisements shall contain the. maximum Jist of prices established by law, 

amount of bonds requi~ed and such other information assai~ executive council may deem 
·, '' .. . . -. . ' .. ' . - . . -. - . _- :, ' . ,. . . .. , · .. 

Each proposal shall be in writip.,!f, sealed and addressed to the secretary:of;state, 

._,.u,· .. "'uu· it shall be accompanied by a bond executed in due form bythe.biMers with at least two 
. . . . ·- ' . ' . . - . . . ' 

mid sufficient sureties, satisfactory to the executive .council, in the penal sum of five 

.• thousand dollars ($;,000) for the faithful perfo;mance,pursuant to this chapter; of sue~ class 

printing and binding ;ts may be adjudge(l to the bidder, -and -for the 

liquidated_ damages, by such bidder, to the. s~ate, of any excess of costs over 

•• "'' .. the -bid or bids of. such bidder which the :,;tate may be obliged to .pay for such work by the 
' . - . - . . .. ~ ; -

I:ea,son of the. failure of. such . bidder to complete his contract; such bond shall be null and 

·if no contract is awarded him. No bid unaccompanied by such bond slJ.all be enter­

,}3?'1_<t:1ln.ea by the commissioners. ·The contract shall be let to the person or persons who shall 
' . . - . . . . . ' 

. to execute the work r.t the greatest per centum of discquo.t from the maximum prices· 
'·•- . . ' . - .. 

established· by law, such per centum. of discount to be uniform on every item of work, -- , - - ' . . 

provided that all printing arid binding for which provisioo. has been made in this chapter, 

The commissioners of printing and binding shallwithin the three days after the 

of the time for receiving proposals as n.foresaid, proceed to open in public all 



such proposals by them receivep, and shall award the contract for 

63 and binding to the lowest responsible bidder thereof; unless 

64 commissioners that a combination has be.enformed between the 

65 higher .than should be obtained 11nder legitimatEl competition, then, andin that El. ve:[lt, .trce< 
- . ' . . . . .- . ' . . . 

66. commissioners shall have the po,ver to reject any and all bids and go upon t 

67 and contract for the work in. the most advantageous and economical manner 

68 provisions ofthis chaptElr; provided that nothing herein co)ltainEld shall be co.nslcru.eds 

69 · prevent the same person from becoming contJ:actor for two or more cla.sses 
- . . . . . . . . . . . - . ' . -

70 ana binding, if .he shall be the lowest liidder therefor. 

71 same and the lowes.t price for any class or classes of the printing a11d u<L<u'%. 

72 sioners shall award the contract to such o.ne or more of them as in their OplJ110n 

73 serve the interests of the. state, h[J;ving .reference,. ho,vevEll'' to a divis.ion ()f. 

74 far as prac:ticable, among the seyeral bidders aforesaid. 

76 or printed sheets shall .be at the expense of such cc:mtractor or co\'trac:tors for said 

77 "3. Within ten days after the acqeptance of a bid, and notification tJ,ereo~ 

78 bidder, said commissioners shall cause a contract to be prepa\'8; to be. e]1tere.dinto 

79 commissioners on the part of the state and such bidde>:, fully setting}orth the terms ."'l1'L>·i 

80 conditions under 'which the work to be done shall be executed. Such bid de~ shall, a"·"""'''·' 

81 sanie time, execute a bond t.o the state in the sum of. ten thousand dollars, \vith ·not n,,, ... , 
. . . . . . . . . .· ·. . . '··. :. - .· . ._ . . .. . ' >" ·.' : - ~' ' . ·. •: 

82 than three sureties, who. shall be. resident free holders .of this sl{ate, aitd who shallj. 
. . . - ., ' _. -' .- .. , . ' .- ' . . · .. ' . -- ·,',' ·' . . 

83 under oath that they are worth over and above all debts and property exempt 
. . . . . . ' . . . : :·· 

84 .tion an amount equal to the amount n~medin such bond, conditionEjd for·· . . ' . - . . . ' " - . . . - . . 

85 performance of all duties required ofsa,id bidd'lr by law .and by the term> ').nd "~'"Lu."tL>U~ 

86 ·of his contract; which bond shall be approved by said commissioners, and shn,ll, r.c"'·~•··" 
' . . - . . . . . -. . .· ,. . .·-.- : .• .. 

87 with the conteact ·and all other papees relating thereto, be deposited in tqe office 

88 secretary of state. 

89 "'4. The commissioners may reject any and all work that is not done accoeding • 

90 COntract, and may WithdraW the WOrk ~rOin any COntraCtOr for'IJ.nreaSOll;J,ble (\!'llay, i>UU lllay;;; 

91 go into the open market and contract for.and have the same done, to be paid£orintheE:ai11e S 

92 manner. as would have been pn,id the original conteactor; and if from any c').u~e there 

93 excess of cost over and above what the same w'ould.·have been fumished for by the or.igi.na;\ 

94 contractor, such excess of cost shall btl charged to and collectecl from th\l. original con,c·'. •• 

95 tr<tctoe, or shall be payable by and collected from the bondsmen for sn,id orig(nal corrtJ~ac:tbl'; 



said commissioners s ball be final and con~l.usi ve on said original 

ccintra<3to•r and his sureties. 

If any contractor shall fail in-whole or in part to fulfill hls contract the commis­

'iil.:~'·"!''m"" may cancel such contract, and having done so, shall notify him in writing, specify­

And the commissioners are hereby given. power and · 

•attDn.ur.toy in their discretion to enter into and carry out a new contract for the completion 
'"'''··: .. ·. 

'-f,•J•_uwo_work contemplated under the original contract, in such. manner as they may deem 

Q3ifc>'l' the best interests of. the state, and tbeoriginal bidder whose contract is so canceled, 

•'·'·'''"'~ h'~ 11 be liable on his bond to the state in damages to the amount of the difference between 
·. - . 

·of the public printing and binding under his contract and the cost of the same under 

;;~,•J,p:arw subsequent contract or contracts made by the commissioners pursuant to law, :for the 
.· . . ' . ' . - . . - - . . ., .. , . ' . 
of any such printing or binding during the remainder of the term of contract of 

nR+.hii. party so failing and for the expenses incurred in letting.and negotiating such contract 

"6. It shall be the duty of the commissi?ners of public printing and bin'ding . in all 
. . . 

YtJ.H C3Lses. of forfeitures mentioned in this chapter, to commence and prosecute to final judg: 

.~·~-·an action for the recovery thereof, together with damages and costs, which, when 

. cc>llE~ct•ed, ~ball be paid into the state treasury.· 

Amend section 138 of chapter five of the code by striking out the first three 

of said ~ection and inserting in lieu thereof the following: .. 

The following prices are hereby established as the maximum prices for 

A~end section 141 of chapterfiveofthe code by striking out the first three · · 

lines of said section and inserting in lieu· thereof the following: 
' . . - . 

. "Sec. 141. T]le followingprices are hereby established as the maximum prices for 

A/.s·~at.e' binding:" 
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