
SENATE FILE No. 36-BY M'ARTHUR. PENITEN'I'IAR!ES AND PARDONS. 

A_ BILL 
FOR AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE STATE PENITENTIARIES AND TO AUTHOR

IZE AND REGULATE THE PAROLING OF CQNVIOTS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

· Section 1. When a convict is sentenced to any of the peniteJ;~tiaries of the <;ltate of Iowa, 

.. 2 otherwise than for life, for an offense or crime committed after t.~e passage of this. act, the 

3 court imposing the sentence shall not fix a definite term of impds@ment, but ~hall 

4 establish a maxim11m and a minimum term for . which said con"ict inay be jleld in said 

5 prison. The maximum term shall no.t be longer than the longest t11rm now fixe4 by law 'for 

6 the punishment of the offense of which he is convicted, and the winimuJll term shall not 

7 be less than the shortest ter!ll now fixed by 'law for the punishment of the offense of which 

8 he is convicted, making allowance for good time as now provided~y law. 
. - ' . . . 

Sec. 2. · If, through oversight or otherwise,, any person be sentenced .to in)prisoninent 

2 inthesaidstate penitentiaries for a defi11ite period of time other th~n forlife, said se.J;ltence 

3. shallnot for.that reason beavoid, but the. prisoner so ~en~enced sjlall not be entitled to 
- ' - -,'' .. - . ·; ·- . . . 

4 thebenefit and subject to the liabilities of this act, in the sa~e m\lnner ani\ to the saine 

5 extent, as if the sentence had been in the terms requir~d in: section pne of thi~ act, 

Sec. 3. The governor shall have the autho;ity, under such rules anq regulatiolls · 

.2 · as he may prescribe,. to· is~ue a parole or perJllit to go at large tq aiw convict .. who no.1v, 

· 3 is, or hereafter may be iJllprisoned in said panitentiaries under a sentence other thaJl a lift'! 

4. sentence, who may have served the minimum terJll pronouJlced by .the trialeoul't, or, in th3 

·. 5 absence of such minimum term pronounced by the court; 'the mlq.imunl teJ,"m proviC(ed 
. ·- - . ._.' .-: . - ; __ ,_ -· 

13 law for the crime for which.hewas convicted; provii\ed; that any convict who shall make 
- -- - - - : ', -_.. ' __ , 

7 ', assault with a deadly weapon . upori any officer, employe; or other convict 

8 . tiar.)Tshall not be eligible to parolunder this act. 

Sec. 4 .. Every such convict, ;whil~ on parol, shall rem,ain iqtheJilgalcustody~nd 
2 . the controL of the governor, and shall at all times be subject to such .rules and .. re[:fUl11~1C>ns 

- -.' - ' ' . ... -·:- '-· ', ----. ' - - ·': 

. 3 as he may J?I"escribe, and ~hall be subject at ai::ty.time tobetak~nba~k within 
: - ' -- -_ . _- . ', \ - - _· .', - - -- -_ - _- - . - - -' 

. 4 ·of the penitentiary fro~ ;which he was perJllitted togo. at lar$"e, for any reason 

5 be :;;ati:;;factO:ry to the g~'v!'rll.?rand~t hi~sole di:;;cretio11i a11dfullp~:Werto tak13 a11dreturn · 

'~--



-2~ 0 

6 any such paroled convict to the penitentiary from which he waE; permitted to go at large, is 

7 hereby expressly conferred upon the governor, whose written order, when duly signed, and 

· 8 attested by the seal of the state of Iowa, shall beasufficientwa;rrant,'authorizingallofficers 

9 named therein to actual cusbody in the penitentiary from which he was permitted to go at · 

· 10 large, any paroled convict, and it is l;tere,pyomade the duty of all officers to execute said order 

11 the same as. i1;1 ordinary criminal process. 

'Sec. '5. The pa~;oled conv.iet·who may, upon •the.order of 'the governor, be•returned to 
.2 the penitentiary shall be retained .j;heooin according to.the terms of his urginal sentence and 

· 3 in computing the peroid of his confinement the time .between his release upon said permit 

4 · and his return to said penitentiary shall not be taken to be any part of the term of tho sen-· 

.5 1ten<!e. 

:S<:<c .. 6. T\:tis Act:s:ll\aH not :b,e .. constr]led in any sense t6.coperate as a .discharge ofcany 

2 ,c0nvict pa11oled under its pr.ovisions •but.simply a permitto any such .convict to go without 

· · 3 · the enelo.sure qf the penitentiary, ·;J.ndif, ·whHe so at large, he shall so behave and conduct 

4 himse}f as not to hJ.cur his r!)hwarceration, ·t,hen he shall be deemed to be still serving out 

5 . the-.s.entence imposed upon him by the .court .and shall be •entitled to good time the same as 

6 H ;\:te h!l-<il .uot be!lu pa:cole<:L ·But if the said p;;troled prisoner shall be returned to the said 

· 7' penitenti<Lry, as hereinbefore prmoided: .t!ieri he shall serve out hiscorginal sentence as 

8 pnovi~e~ .for in section five .(5) ofthjs •act. 

Se.c. 7. Alllaw>i or parts of laWs in :co1:1fiict with any of the provisions bf Jhis act are· 
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